
 

Welcome to Little Butterflies!  

 
We have had such a busy month welcoming back and 
settling in our new Little Butterflies. It has been so 
lovely getting to know our new children and their 
families and seeing how much our returning Butterflies 
have flourished over the summer holidays. Recently 
we have been exploring autumn changes and the 
children have really enjoyed exploring our seasonal 
sensory tray. Our tray has been filled with different 
types and colours of leaves, pinecones, conkers and 
even some apples and berries from the trees growing 
at school! Such a great start to the new school year, 
we can’t wait to see what the Little Butterflies get up to 
this year! The Little Butterflies Team.   

 
Year 1 visit St Aidan’s Church   

In RE, Y1 have been learning 
about how a baby is welcomed 
into the Christian faith. We went 
to the Church and Father David 
told us all about Baptisms and 
how they begin an important 
journey in a Christian’s life. 
Father David showed us the 
chrism oil which is used, let us 

look in the font, and we helped 
baptise Dave the minion! We learnt so much and can’t 
wait to go back for another visit. Miss Tose.   
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club.  
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic value at 
just £1.20 per day. Book places via the 
Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 until 
5.00pm. Amazing value at just £2.50 per 
session! Book places via the Office.  
FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, in our 
fabulous Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 
hours a week – check eligibility with our 
school Office staff or with Charlotte in 
Little Butterflies. Please pop in and 

enquire at our Office, or ring us on 
0191 814 9820. 

 

 

 
Year 5 Sports Leaders Shine! 

 
The Year 5 children took part in a Sport Leaders 
session with a teacher from Farringdon Academy.  The 
session began with the children learning about PACE - 
Participation, Area, Communication and Equipment, 
and why it is important that a sport leader knows what 
these are and uses them when working with other 
children. The children were taught about the 
importance of how to organise teams in a fair way and 
played a relay game that highlighted the importance of 
not having large groups, so that everyone gets a turn 
and plenty of turns. The children then played a version 
of bench ball. This was used to demonstrate the 
importance of sport leaders thinking about the size of 
teams, and how to organise teams by wearing bibs 
and how to play fairly. The children were then put into 
groups and one child in each group was chosen to be 
the leader and had to follow the instructions on a card 
to teach the rest of the group how to play. The children 
had a good session and they are keen to use their new 
skills to play games with the younger children in 
school. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Year 1 Eat Elephants! 

 
Y1 have begun a 5 week programme called ‘We Eat 
Elephants’. The aim of the programme is to distinguish 
between thoughts, behaviours, emotions and physical 
feelings. We’ve looked at how our bodies might feel if 
we are worried, anxious or scared and how we can 
relieve anxiety and worry by thinking positive thoughts. 
We played an excellent game called unhelpful and 
helpful thoughts. We used red and green cards to 
indicate if our thoughts were helpful or unhelpful. We 
can’t wait for the next session! Miss Tose.   
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Learning languages (& enjoying some treats!) 

 
We have been celebrating the European Day of 
Languages at school. From year 2 to year 6, our 
children have had a taster session in a new language 
other than French. We have created Lego people to 
display our learning. Year 2 have learnt how to say 
hello in several languages. Year 3 have been 
discovering Dutch and they really enjoyed trying 
Belgian biscuits. Year 4 have shown an interest in 
Italian. They thought that the Amaretti biscuits were 
delicious. Year 5 have been speaking in Spanish and 
they loved the Churros they tasted. Finally, year 6 
have been designing a German Lego figure. The 
Lebkuchen were a huge hit. Our children have shown 
such a lot of interest in learning about the culture and 
language of these countries which is wonderful to see. 
 

Curious caterpillars! 

 
We have been reading one of our core books – The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar and we are rehearsing the 
story map aloud in different voices. We have really 
enjoyed learning about how the caterpillars eat and 
develop and we have been lucky enough to have 
some of our own in Nursery. We took delivery of 
caterpillars and we have been observing their 
changes. We are looking forward to seeing the 
caterpillars make their own chrysalis and making their 
transformation into beautiful butterflies. Mrs Hanlon 
and Mrs Mitchell. 
 

 
 
 

Reception are nicely settled-in! 

 
Reception have had a fantastic first month in their new 
classroom. We have settled so well and made some 
lovely friendships. Miss Holyoak is so proud of the 
children’s behaviour in class. We have also enjoyed a 
fabulous visit to Backhouse Park to look at the signs of 
Autumn and explore our local area. It was a lovely 
morning. We have been focusing on some new core 
stories this month, such as Go Away Bird and Naughty 
Bus. We have also really enjoyed looking at our 
pictures of us as babies and discussing our houses. 
We have made excellent progress with Phonics and 
Maths so far, and the children are working so hard! 
What a great start to the school year. Miss Holyoak. 
 

Queen of Darkness! 
The children in 
year 5 have 
been really 

enjoying 
reading our 
class reader 
this term which 
brings together 
both our 
English and our 
history. We are 
reading ‘Queen 
of Darkness’ 
and following 
the adventure 

of two Iceni girls 
living in Boudica’s village. The children have then 
worked really hard to write their own 5 part narratives 
in this style featuring their own characters, creating 
interesting problems for the characters to solve and 
thoughtful resolutions. We’ve had to really think and 
consider what life might have been like all this time 
ago, and how it would feel to have your home taken 
over. The children are nearly finished their stories and 
are very proud of their work. Mrs Wight. 

 Wed 19th Oct. 9.15-10.15: LB, 

EYFS & KS1 Harvest Festival. 
 

 Wed 19th Oct. 2.00-3.00: KS2 

Harvest Festival. 



The Fox and the Star 

 
Y3 have been reading the story of ‘The Fox and the 
Star’ in their English lessons. They have thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at the illustrations and the 
accompanying narrative about a lonely fox who builds 
a friendship with a star in the night sky. The children 
are using their knowledge from the book to create their 
own four part narrative with a forest animal of their 
choosing. In Design and Technology, linked to our 
stories, the children are creating their own pneumatic 
animal using a balloon and syringe to make it move. 
We can’t wait to see the finished products! Mrs 
Bracknall. 
 

The Great Fire of London 

 
Year 2 are really enjoying learning all about The Great 
Fire of London. We can recall lots of facts, including 
where and when it started and how things changed. 
Did you know there wasn’t a fire service in 1666? The 
Great Fire is why we have one today. The children 
have created a talking timeline describing the events 
and will use this information to write their own non 
chronological report. Mrs Roberts. 
 

Our new ‘Supporting Sunlun’ Day: Fri 18
th

 Nov 

Big Science at Bede College  

 
Year had a fantastic visit to Sunderland College (Bede 
Campus) as part of their celebrating STEM event. The 
day began with a show from Big Science where the 
children got to watch lots of practical science in action. 
Their absolute favourite was the dry ice experiments. 
They found it hilarious when he made their teachers 
disappear into a pool of dry ice. They then split into 
different workshops and looked at different elements of 
STEM. Some children began with first aid, where they 
were shown how to resuscitate a baby or toddler. They 
then went into the sports section where they looked at 
how technology can help measure and improve 
performance. They also made a model of the human 
brain using sweets and oranges. The morning was 
absolutely fantastic and the children loved every 
minute. Miss Hunter and Miss Stell.  
 

Badminton Stars in Y3HC! 

 
Year 3 are really enjoying PE this half term and have 
been learning new skills linked to badminton. They 
have become familiar with a shuttle and have practised 
throwing a shuttle with good stance and structure. 
They have shown excellent control when using a 
racket to ensure they hold and grip the racket correctly 
for forehand shots. The children have also worked on 
their coordination skills and how they move around the 
hall using the Chasse step. The children have enjoyed 
playing games to practise these skills and work 
together as a team. Miss Cassidy. 
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Please check-out our Facebook pages: 
 

Main School page:  www.facebook.com/GrangetownPrimary  
 

Little Butterflies Nursery: 
www.facebook.com/LittleButterfliesGPS  

 

Messy Play: www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown  

 

Year 4 Visit to St Aidan’s Church 
Earlier this month, the Year 4 
children had a wonderful visit 
to St Aiden's Church where 
they were met by Father 
David who taught us all about 
Baptism in the Christian 
Church. The children learnt 
about why Holy water is used 
and how the sign of the cross 
is made on the forehead of 
the person being christened. 
We looked at the christening 

shell and the candle and even 
had the chance to all watch a christening take place – 
of a minion. Afterwards, we had the wonderful 
opportunity of looking around the church and were 
able to ask lots of questions about the signs and 
symbols. Mrs Millican. 

 

Y6 discover the Victorians! 

 
In history, Year 6 have been learning about The 
Victorian’s. The children have learnt about the reign of 
Queen Victoria and the key events through which she 
ruled, including the industrial revolution. We learn all 
about this period in time and discussed what the 
positive and negative impacts were on both people 
and the environment. We have also looked at the 
differences between the lives of rich Victorians and 
poor Victorians. The children have been very 
enthusiastic during their history lessons and are keen 
to find out what key changes happened in hospitals in 
coming lessons. Miss Stell and Miss Hunter  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcoming our new Staff! 
I know you will join us in welcoming 
some new colleagues to Team 
GPS. Mrs Achison joins us in our 
office, as an Admin and Finance 
Officer. Mrs Raymond is our new 
Nursery Nurse in Little Butterflies. 

Miss Gregg is our new Teaching 
Assistant in Key Stage 1. Miss Asl also joins us as a 
Teaching Assistant in Year 4. We also welcome 3 new 
Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants: Mrs Landless, Miss 
Sullivan and Miss Young. All of our new staff have 
settled-in and have made a fantastic start at GPS! 
 

Our ‘new’ Office Team! 
We now have 3 staff in our Office – 
all are Admin and Finance Officers. 
Mrs Saiger-Burns has been at 
GPS for 5 years, as a Teaching 
Assistant, and joined our Admin 
team in June 2022. Miss Burlison 
joined our Office team in 
September 2019. Mrs Atchison 

joined us in September this year. Our 
Admin Team are vital to the successful running of the 
school, and have made an excellent start to the new 
school year. They are here to help parents and carers 
with your queries - you are guaranteed a warm and 
friendly welcome as well as highly efficient assistance. 
Our Office is open 8.15-4.45 daily. 

 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 

 

 
 

Mon 10th Oct. Y5 Trip to Segedunum Roman Fort & Museum. 
Tues 11th Oct. 9.15-11.30: Nursery walk to Backhouse Park. 
Thurs 13th Oct. 1.00-3.00: Nursery walk to Backhouse Park. 
Fri 14th Oct. Little Butterflies walk to Backhouse Park – both am & pm. 
Fri 14th Oct. 9.15-11.30 Reception walk to Asda. 
Wed 19th Oct. 9.15-10.15: LB, EYFS & KS1 Harvest Festival. 
Wed 19th Oct. 2.00-3.00: KS2 Harvest Festival. 
Thurs 20th Oct. Y3 Trip to Broomhouse Farm. 
Thurs 20th Oct. All day - Little Butterflies Halloween Party. 
Fry 21st Oct. Staff Training Day – ‘Team Teach’ strategies. 
Mon 24th–Fri 29th Oct: Half Term Holiday. 
Mon 31st Oct. Staff Training Day (Maths, Early Years, Autism). 
Tues 1st Nov. School re-opens for the new half-term (Autumn 2). 

 

For all of our Autumn Term dates see our website Calendar: 
https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/   

and see here for our recent ‘Dates’ letter: https://bit.ly/3fK2EKQ  

Places for September 2023 

 
 We are taking applications for our 2 year old 

Nursery, our 3 year old Nursery, and for Reception, 
for September 2023. 

 If you are looking for a school place for your child, 
and you’d like a school full of creativity, where the 
children are happy and well cared for by our team of 
amazing staff, please consider GPS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/GrangetownPrimary
http://www.facebook.com/LittleButterfliesGPS
http://www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown
https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/
https://bit.ly/3fK2EKQ

