
 

Year 3 visit Broomhouse Farm. 

 
Y3 had a fantastic first visit to Broomhouse Farm! The 
children got to observe and learn about a range of 
farm animals and ask questions about a working farm. 
They got to stroke the piglets and feed apples to the 
mother pig. The children really enjoyed meeting a goat 
named Crumble who loved cuddles and tried to nibble 
on their coat zips. The children’s favourite part of the 
morning was catching and holding the chickens. On 
the afternoon, the children went into the Forest 
Adventure area which had zip wires, tunnels, climbing 
equipment and secret dens. The children were very 
well behaved and represented GPS excellently. They 
all thoroughly enjoyed the day and can’t wait to return 
to the farm in the Spring term! Miss Cassidy 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club.  
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic value at 
just £1.20 per day. Book places via the 
Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 until 
5.00pm. Amazing value at just £2.50 per 
session! Book places via the Office.  
FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, in our 
fabulous Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 
hours a week – check eligibility with our 
school Office staff or with Charlotte in 
Little Butterflies. Please pop in and 

enquire at our Office, or ring us on 
0191 814 9820. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 1 look for Autumnal Changes! 

 
Year 1 have been learning all about changes in 
seasons in Science. We began by having a look 
around our own school grounds, looking for signs that 
Autumn had arrived. We found leaves had fallen from 
the trees and had begun to change colour. We also 
found yummy blackberries growing on bushes. We 
then decided to walk to Backhouse Park to see what 
other autumnal changes we could find. We found 
conkers, acorns, yellow, orange, brown and red 
crunchy leaves and we even spotted squirrels taking 
acorns up into their treetop houses! We noticed that 
some trees were still full of bushy green leaves and 
learnt that these are called evergreen tree and that 
they don’t lose their leaves. Trees that lose their 
leaves are called deciduous trees. Well done Year 1 – 
we are excellent investigators! Miss Tose. 

 
Football Season Underway! 

 
Our boys' football team have made a good start to the 
season. We started off playing in the County Cup, 
beating New Silksworth (1-0), Barnes (2-1) losing out 
to St Marys’ (4-0) all of our goals being scored by Leo. 
We have also made a good start to our league 
campaign, beating Thorney Close (2-0), St Leonards’ 
(1-0) but losing to Grange Park (3-1) all of our goals 
being scored by Leo. Mr B Newby 
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Places for September 2023 

 
 We are taking applications for our 2 year old 
Nursery, our 3 year old Nursery, and for 
Reception, for September 2023. 

 If you are looking for a school place for your 
child, and you’d like a school full of creativity, 
where the children are happy and well cared for 
by our team of amazing staff, please consider 
GPS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 We are re-launching our 

Parents & Friends group 

 Meeting in school Tuesday 

29th November 9.10am 

(new date). 

 All parents/carers welcome! 



Harvest Festival 2022 

 
On Wednesday 19th October we held our annual 
Autumn Harvest Festival assemblies and it was a 
pleasure to welcome so many parents and carers to 
school to share in these events. Both assemblies were 
well supported, with our youngest children from Little 
Butterflies, Foundation Stage and Key Stage One 
performing during the morning and our older children 
from Key Stage 2 taking a turn in the afternoon. A big 
thank you to our “Friends of Grangetown” group who 
once again provided refreshments and provided prizes 
for a Halloween themed raffle.  We were also joined 
this year by Fr David, from St Aidan’s church, who 
brought along another very popular visitor: “Dave the 
Minion!”  Dave contributed tins of beans to our Harvest 
and as ever, parents and carers were very generous in 
donating tinned and packet foods.  We filled 26 large 
bags of goods which Fr David then collected for the 
Food Bank in Sunderland.  These donations were very 
well received and will undoubtedly support our 
community over the coming weeks. Thank you once 
again for your continued support, it is greatly 
appreciated. Mrs Russell. 
 

Autumn Treasures 

 
The Little Butterflies have been on a big adventure to 
Backhouse Park to collect things linking to autumn 
such as leaves, bark, conkers and pinecones. On the 
way to the park we talked about the changes we could 
see. We noticed that the leaves were changing colour 
from green to red, yellow, orange and brown and were 
falling from the trees. We also heard the birds tweeting 
in the trees and saw a squirrel collecting nuts for the 
winter! Such a lovely walk and definitely somewhere 
you might like to visit over the half term holidays. The 
Little Butterflies Team. 
 

Year 6 Visit Southmoor 
Year 6 recently 
enjoyed a morning 
visit to Southmoor. 
Firstly, we took part 
in a Halloween crafts 
workshop where we 
had to follow a set of 
instructions in order 
to make a 
Halloween character 
out of lolly-pop 
sticks. We then went 

into the sports hall where 
we were given the opportunity to explore a range of 
equipment, including kangoo boots. A lot of team work 
was needed to ensure that we didn’t fall over whilst 
wearing these. The children had a lovely morning and 
their behaviour was exemplary. Miss Stell. 

 
Y2’s Super Slime Experiment! 

As part of our 
‘Everyday Materials’ 
topic Y2 have been 
looking at how 
different materials 
can change shape 
by bending, 
squashing, twisting 
and pulling. The 

children were given the 
question ‘How long does it take slime to shrink 

back to its original size? As a class we discussed what 
we could do to find out the answer. We then made our 
predictions and begun testing. In the end the children 
found out the consistency and stretchiness of the slime 
has an impact upon the timings. Firmer slime would be 
quicker and some runnier slime might not go back 
without being helped. Mrs Roberts. 

 
Reception at Asda! 

Reception have had a fantastic 
month celebrating Halloween. We 
enjoyed a walk to our local Asda to 
collect some pumpkins. We 
decided on two orange pumpkins 
and a ghost pumpkin to carve 
back at school. We also made 
some spider crispy cakes and 
played with creepy cauldrons in 
our water area. We enjoyed 
making spooky playdough and 

making Halloween pictures! The 
children have enjoyed talking about their own 
memories of Halloween through looking at some 
pictures from home. We read the story Room on the 
Broom, and discussed our favourite characters. We 
have even practiced ‘hot seating’ as some of our 
favourite characters. We loved asking silly questions! 
Miss Holyoak. 

 



G P S  o n  S o c i a l  M e d i a  
 

 
 

Please check-out our Facebook pages: 
Main School page:  

www.facebook.com/GrangetownPrimary  
Little Butterflies Nursery: 

www.facebook.com/LittleButterfliesGPS  

 

Bionic Hands in Year 3! 
In Science Year 3 have 
been learning about the 
human body, exploring how 
the muscles and bones 
help to support, protect and 
move our bodies. They 
participated in practical 
lesson to create a bionic 
hand, exploring how the 
bones in human hands 
move. They worked in 
small groups to create their 
own version of a bionic 
hand. Children worked 

scientifically by making close observations of their own 
hand, researching hand X-Rays and problem solving. 
Miss Beetham. 
 

Bonjour Thierry Tricolore!  

 
Our year 2 children have been getting to know our 
French friend Thierry Tricolore. They love it when he 
comes to visit our school. Everyone is so keen to say 
hello in French and tell him their name in a French 
sentence. Some of our children have also been asking 
him how he is feeling.  Year 3 have been discovering 
some of the wonderful places to visit in Paris. They 
have found that singing the names to a familiar tune 
along with learning some actions for each one has 
helped them to remember the new vocabulary. Year 4 
are enjoying learning the names of animals in French. 
They are working very hard on making sure they 
pronounce the new words accurately. In year 5 we 
have been creating mini lift the flap books which could 
be used by smaller children to practise counting in 
French. Finally, year 6 are practising asking questions 
and responding to them. They are building on prior 
knowledge to say where they are going and at what 
time. Madame Blackett is very impressed with their 
ability to do this as the French required is quite 
sophisticated. Mrs Blackett. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y5 at Segedunum Roman Fort  

 
In History this half term the children have been 
learning all about the Roman invasion of Britain.  To 
help bring the topic to life, the children visited 
Segedunum Roman Fort and Museum to learn more.  
The children began the visit by learning how to march 
like a Roman soldier.  The children then found out 
what a Roman soldier wore – Miss McLoughlin and 
Mrs Evans were dressed up as the soldier.  The 
clothes included a chainmail tunic, a heavy helmet and 
hobnail boots.  They explored objects a soldier would 
have used, like a knife, spear and a slingshot.  The 
children were also put through the drill of marching and 
using a shield to defend themselves against the 
enemy. The children had to match jobs to the correct 
artefact. The children enjoyed exploring the ruins of 
the original fort and seeing an actual part of Hadrian’s 
Wall. They explored the museum and saw artefacts 
including old coins, pottery and even a toilet. The 
children had a great day and learned lots more about 
the Romans. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 

 
 

Thurs 17th Nov - Angela’s Ark visit for Y2 
Fri 18th Nov - Supporting Sunlun’ day! (non-uniform – 50p donation) 
Tues 22nd Nov - Phototronics in school 
Tues 22nd Nov - Afternoon nursery bus journey 
Thurs 24th Nov - Morning nursery bus journey 
Tues 29th Nov - Y3 Stone Age workshop. 
Tues 29th Nov 9.10am - Friends group re-launch – informal meeting. 
 

For all of our Autumn Term dates – including Christmas activities & 
Term Dates - see our website Calendar:  

 

https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/   
 

http://www.facebook.com/GrangetownPrimary
http://www.facebook.com/LittleButterfliesGPS
https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/

