
 

Welcome to GPS! 

 
We have some new staff joining our team this term, 
and I know you will join us in warmly welcoming them 
to GPS. Our new teachers - Mrs Bewick (Y3) and Miss 
Richardson (Y5) - have both settled in really well and 
are doing a fantastic job. Miss McLoughlin has moved 
into Y6, and is doing a great job – the children are 
settled and working hard. Miss Farrell, who taught Y6 
for part of last term, is now teaching Y2, and is doing a 
fabulous job with her new class. Miss Kirkup who 
joined us last term in a ‘tuition support’ role, is now 
teaching Y3 alongside Mrs Bracknall, and is doing a 
fantastic job. Well done everyone!  
 

Our Ofsted Success! 
We were delighted to 
receive our Inspection 
Report from Ofsted, 
recently. The Report 
makes it clear that GPS 
is a Good school: the 
children are happy and 

safe, behaviour is excellent, safeguarding and special 
needs provision are strengths, and our curriculum 
provides a wide range of exciting learning 
opportunities. In achieving our successful Inspection, I 
know you’ll join me in thanking our amazingly talented 
and highly committed staff – the GPS team is second 
to none! Well done the children too, of course (& we’re 
planning some special treats!)! For the Report & our 
cover letter, go to: https://bit.ly/3XZw9cY 
   

Look at what we Offer at GPS! 
Breakfast Club: Every day – 7.45-8.50. 
Fantastic value at just £1.20 per day. Book places in 
advance via the Office, please.  
Home from Home: After school care – Mon to 
Fri 3.15 until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just £2.50 per 
session! Book places via the Office.  
Messy Play: Messy play - aged 6 mths up to 2 yrs 
old who live in SR1 & SR2. Every Monday at 2.00pm. 
Just £2.00 per session! Led by Donna, one of our 
experienced Nursery Nurses.  
FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS! In our 
Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 hrs a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office or with Charlotte in 
Little Butterflies. For more details, please pop in & 
enquire at our Office, or ring us on: 0191 814 9820. 

 

 
 

Kung Hei Fat Choi!  

 
This month we have welcomed some new Little 
Butterflies to the Butterfly gang. They have all settled 
in so well and are well and truly part of the Butterfly 
family! We have also enjoyed learning all about 
Chinese New Year. The children have been getting 
creative with some traditional ribbon dancing and 
getting messy using plastic bottles to make blossom 
tree pictures. We have watched a short CBeebies clip 
about the great race where we found out why the 
different years are named after different animals, this 
year is the year of the rabbit! Finally, the children 
tucked into some delicious Chinese food for snack 
time. Our favourite was the prawn crackers! Such a 
wonderful start to our new school year, we can’t wait to 

see what next month brings. The Little Butterflies Team. 
 

Year 1 go Trampolining! 
Year 1 had the 
amazing opportunity to 
go trampolining at 
Farringdon school. 
When we arrived we 
were split into two 
groups – one group 
would be trampolining 
and the other group 
playing team games. 
On the trampolines, 
we were taught how to 

‘spot’ each other which means standing 
around the trampolines to ensure if someone gets too 
near the edge we can assist them back to the middle. 
We then learnt how to jump with our arms in the air, 
how to stop by bending our legs, how to do a pike, star 
jump and tuck jump. We were all fabulous at doing 
this! In our team games session, we played football 
and games where we had to retrieve balls. Overall, the 
morning was brilliant and we learnt so many valuable 
skills!  Miss Tose  
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Our Reception Superheroes! 

 
This month the children have enjoyed learning about 
Superheroes. We have read the storybook ‘Supertato 
Veggies Assemble’ and ‘Little Red Hen’, learning 
about the characters and the plot. We have focussed 
on famous superheroes and enjoyed a special dress 
up day. We have also learned about people who help 
us and everyday heroes such as nurses, fire-fighters 
and police, which helped us talk about our dream jobs 
in the future. Reception really enjoyed our vet area, 
our dress up and teacher role play. We were lucky to 
have visits from a solider, fireman and the police. We 
have also had a week focussed on Chinese New Year, 
where we were able to taste Chinese food and role 
play in the classroom. We have made amazing 
progress in maths creating number bonds to 5, 
discussing more than/fewer than/equal to and shape. 
In phonics we have learned lots of new digraphs and 
recently enjoyed writing colour-coded words for ‘ai’, 
‘ee’ and ‘oa’. We have been practising our reading and 
writing of High Frequency Words and have really 
impressed Miss Holyoak. We have been using our 
Jigsaw scheme to discuss ‘not giving up’ and trying our 
best at everything we do. In Charanga, the children 
have been clapping to the beat and listening to Mozart. 
They said “this music makes me feel happy and 
relaxed!” We’ve also performed some nursery rhymes, 
showing our confidence and amazing singing voices. 
Fab work Reception! Miss Holyoak. 
 

The Amazing GPS Choir!  

 
In Choir, we have been learning the song ‘Something 
Inside So Strong’ which links to our theme in this term 
‘How does music make the world a better place?’ We 
have been experimenting with different harmonies and 
learning if we prefer to sing the soprano (higher) or alto 
(lower) parts. We have enjoyed playing different vocal 
warm up games and we are excited to start learning a 
new song called ‘Happy’ and try some body 
percussion next. Mrs Cox. 

Singing, Stories and Art in French 

 
The children have been learning about how French 
families celebrate the New Year. They loved to hear 
that, in France, they make as much noise as possible 
to ward off bad luck. In Y2, we have been learning the 
names of the days of the week. We have met a witch 
called Berthe in a story and we have produced a comic 
strip to describe her week. Y3 have been practising 
their phonic sounds with a lovely song. They have very 
much enjoyed learning the actions and some of them 
have been trying it out at home too. Y4 have been 
learning about nouns and how to describe them using 
adjectives. They have designed blue bears, red 
elephants and even orange sheep. Y5 are learning 
how to tell the time. They know that the time in France 
is one hour ahead of the UK. Finally, Y6 have been 
revisiting some of the vocabulary they learnt in Key 
Stage 1. It is amazing how well they have remembered 
the days and months. Their pronunciation has shown 
real progress. Mrs Blackett. 
 

Art in Year 2! 

 
In Y2 we have been learning about the artist Henri 
Matisse. We began our topic by investigating how we 
can mix primary colours together to make secondary 
colours; we even had a go ourselves! We then used 
this knowledge to help us create artwork influenced by 
Matisse for our sketchbooks and displays around 
school. For our classroom display, we experimented 
with pull string art, creating beautiful pictures with just 
some paint and string, we were really good at this! For 
our main display in the school corridors we took 
influence from a piece by Henri Matisse called The 
Sheaf, and decided to design and make our own. To 
do this we used various different cut out shapes and 
used stamps and rollers to print multi-coloured paint 
onto our designs. These are now being displayed in 
school and we are so excited to go and have a look! 
Mrs Roberts. 



Our Year 3 Scientists! 

 
Y3 have been learning about Forces. We explored 
various toys that use forces, sorting these into contact 
and non-contact forces. We looked at a remote control 
car and how this is non-contact as it moves due to 
electrical force. Everyone loved testing this! We 
investigated how quickly cars move on different 
surfaces. We have also looked at which materials are 
magnetic and non-magnetic. We then did an 
experiment to test which magnets were the strongest 
using paper clips. Miss Kirkup and Mrs Bracknall.  
 

Fantastic Stories from Year 6! 

 
In English, Y6 have been reading ‘When the sky falls.’ 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed the story and 
have been looking at the ways in which the author 
builds tension and uses cliff-hangers in order to make 
us want to read on. We looked at the features used 
within the story and created a bank of vocabulary. We 
then selected a section of the narrative to re-tell. The 
children were able to use carefully selected pieces of 
dialogue in order to move the narrative forward. Their 
vocabulary choices were excellent and they were able 
to draw upon their knowledge of the war in order to 
describe the setting. The stories were a pleasure to 
read. Well done Year 6! Miss Stell. 
 

The Year of the Rabbit in Nursery! 

 
Nursery celebrated Chinese new year this month. The 
children watched and learned about the new year 
parades and how they prepare for the new year. We 
moved like the dragons and made our own firecracker 
noises. Our highlight was definitely tasting a selection 
of Chinese foods and talking about which was our 
favourite. Mrs Mitchell & Mrs Hanlon. 

Year 6 explore World War 2 

 
In Y6 the children have been learning about the 
Second World War. They looked at medals which 
belonged to Miss McLoughlin’s grandad, who fought in 
the war. They learned which regiment he served with 
and what each medal represented. They looked at a 
timeline of important historical events and placed WW2 
on it. They then learned about what caused the 
outbreak of war and which countries were allies and 
which were the axis powers. The children learnt about 
the Blitz and how the British people tried to keep 
themselves safe during bombing raids. They found out 
the important role women played in the war as land 
girls and working in the munitions factories. They also 
considered what it would have been like to be an 
evacuee. The children’s class novel is ‘When the Sky 
Falls’, set in wartime London.  The children are looking 
forward to our special World War 2 Day on 
Wednesday 15

th
 February. Miss McLoughlin.  

 

Year 5 Artists meet Van Gogh! 

 
In Art this half term, the year 5 children have been 
looking at the work of Vincent Van Gogh. They have 
researched about his life and found out some 
important facts. The children have looked at and 
discussed Van Gogh’s most famous paintings 
including ‘Sunflowers’ and ‘Starry Night.’ The children 
have experimented using the impasto painting 
technique and created their very own version of 
sunflowers. Miss Richardson. 
 

Grangetown Footballers on Tour! 

 
Our boys’ football team recently played in the annual 5 
a side tournament at the Goals Soccer Centre, Barnes. 
First we played Broadway - the quality of football was 
excellent, but unfortunately we lost out by 5 goals to 2, 
Leo scoring both of our goals. Our match v Southwick 
ended in a two all draw, with our goals being scored by 
Leo and Harry. Mr Newby.



Eco Bods at Grangetown! 
KS1 had a wonderful time with the 
EcoBods! The dance students from 
Sunderland University came into 
school to teach us about looking 
after our world through dance and 
performance. We began by 
watching a show which taught us 
all of the ways we can be kind to 

the planet. We then took part in 
workshops where we played games and performed 
dance moves. The children always really enjoy this 
annual event. Mrs Roberts. 
 

Our Talented Year 3 Artists! 

 
In Y3 we have been learning about the artist Paul 
Klee. We began looking at the history behind the artist 
and then used oil pastels to mix primary colours 
together to make secondary colours. We created our 
own colour palette. We then looked at a range of Paul 
Klee’s artwork and considered his use of water 
colours. During the lesson we worked with a variety of 
brushes and water colours to create a range of 
textures and shades. We then moved on to mixing 
primary colours using thicker paint and even attempted 
to recreate a Paul Klee art piece. We used our iPads 
to research Paul Klee’s art, consider the styles he 
used and print our own design onto a polystyrene 
block. Y3 are keen to share their art on a display, 
outside our classroom. Mrs Bewick. 
 

Year 4 Scientists exploring digestion!  

 
 

The Y4 children have been really enjoying their 
science lessons, focused on teeth and the digestive 
system. We made models of the different teeth, finding 
out their names and functions and why we have 
different types. The children now know all about dental 
hygiene and how to look after their own teeth. We 
learned all about the digestive system and recreated 
what happens to food as it works its way through the 
human body. Mrs Millican. 

Farewell and Good Luck to Miss Cassidy! 

 
A message from Mr McAnaney: “Miss Cassidy left 
GPS last week, to begin her new life in Australia! 
During her 3 years at Grangetown, she taught in 
Reception and in Year 3, and did a fantastic job. Miss 
Cassidy is an excellent teacher - talented, skilled, kind, 
caring and hard-working. All of the children she has 
taught have loved being in her class, and have made 
great progress in their learning. I know you’ll join me in 
thanking Miss Cassidy for the superb contribution she 
has made to Grangetown, and in wishing her all the 
very best for her adventures ‘down under’”! 
 

Friends of Grangetown re-launches! 

 
Our newly established Friends of Grangetown group 
have been hard at work since just before Christmas! 
We had many new parents sign up to the group which 
is absolutely fantastic and they have all brought some 
brilliant ideas for events, fundraisers and ways to 
improve our school grounds. So far, they assisted in 
decorating the hall for our annual Christmas light 
switch on, helped with teas and coffees at nativities, 
created raffle prizes for a Christmas raffle, sold tickets 
and have currently been busy planning the Valentines 
disco and the Summer fayre! A huge thank you to the 
Friends of Grangetown for their excellent and valuable 
contributions!  Miss Tose. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 

Mon 6th-Fri 10th February: Healthy Minds Week! 
Mon 6th Feb: Little Butterflies & Nursery to Library (Villette Rd) 
Wed 15th  Feb: Nursery Superhero Day! Y6 World War Two Day. 
Mon 20th-Fri 24th Feb: Half-term break. 

For all of our dates – see our website Calendar: 
https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/ 

 

Places for September 2023 

 
 We are taking applications for our 2 year old 

Nursery, our 3 year old Nursery, and for Reception, 

for September 2023. 

 If you are looking for a school place for your child, 

and you’d like a school full of creativity, where the 

children are happy and well cared for by our team of 

amazing staff, please consider GPS! 
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