
 

We love Making Music at GPS! 

 
In Music, we have been listening to different songs 
from around the world and discussing how music 
makes the world a better place. In Year 1, we talked 
about the tempo and dynamics of instruments and 
practiced playing percussion instruments quickly, 
slowly, loudly and quietly. In Year 3, the children 
learned how to play some songs on the recorder using 
notes A, B and G. They worked hard to play in time to 
the music and had to concentrate to follow the notes 
on the screen. In Year 4, we practiced playing the 
glockenspiel and learnt some melodies. They have 
enjoyed using their creativity to come up with their own 
melodies. Year 5 used their glockenspiel skills to copy 
back rhythms and improvise at certain parts of the 
music, we talked about which notes sounded best in 
keeping with the music. The Year 6 children used the 
YuStudio App to create their very own hip hop tracks. 
They took pride in sharing their work with the class. 
Mrs Cox. 

   
Look at what we Offer at GPS! 
Breakfast Club: Every day – 7.45-8.50. 
Fantastic value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places in advance via the Office, please.  
Home from Home: After school care – 
Mon to Fri 3.15 until 5.00pm. Amazing value 
at just £2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  
Messy Play: Messy play - aged 6 mths 
up to 2 yrs old who live in SR1 & SR2. Every 
Monday at 2.00pm. Just £2.00 per session! 
Led by Donna, one of our experienced 
Nursery Nurses.  
FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS! In 
our Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 hrs a week – 
check eligibility with our school Office or with 
Charlotte in Little Butterflies. For more 
details, please pop in & enquire at our Office, 
or ring us on: 0191 814 9820.  
 
 

 
 

 

Year 1 say “Shabbat Shalom”!  

 
This half term, Year 1 really enjoyed learning about the 
Jewish day of rest which is called Shabbat. We read 
the Jewish creation story and learnt why Jews have a 
day of rest.  We then looked at a piece of artwork by 
Alex Levin which depicted a table set up for Shabbat. 
We looked at what foods might be eaten and what 
prayers might be said. Then, we looked at how people 
actually rest and how during Shabbat, Jews do not 
even turn light switches on! We thought about how you 
could read a book, have a relaxing bath and sleep! 
Finally, we looked at how Jews go to the Synagogue 
and we looked at what happens inside a synagogue 
during and at the end of Shabbat. We can’t wait to 
extend our learning next half term to explore Jewish 
celebrations. Miss Tose. 
 

Valentines Disco Fun for N, R, Y1 & Y2  

 
On Monday 13th February, our hall turned pink and 
red and was filled with balloons and hearts ready for 
our Valentines Disco! The week previous, all children 
in school designed a heart and using these, we 
created a large heart on the wall to use as a backdrop 
for photos at the disco. All children had such an 
amazing time at the disco! EYFS and KS1 took part in 
games, dancing and enjoyed their hot dogs and 
sweets! KS2 showed off their amazing dancing skills 
and posing for photographs! A huge thank you to the 
parents’ group for organising this brilliant event!  
Miss Tose, 
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Return of the Disco! Years 3-6 have fun! 

 
On Monday 13

th
 February children from year 1 to 6 

donned their finest party clothes and boogied the 
afternoon away! DJ N (aka Mr Newby) was in charge 
of the tunes, blasting our favourites – Sweet Caroline 
and Hey Macarena! Munching on delicious hot dogs 
and prizes for the most creative dancing, the 
atmosphere in the hall was electric! Thanks to our 
wonderful Parent’s Group, Miss Tose & Mrs Raymond 
for organising a fantastic Valentine’s Disco. A special 
thanks to the children for their impeccable behaviour 
and exceptional dancing skills! Miss Rimmington. 
 

Run Run as fast as you can you can’t 
catch me I’m the Gingerbread man ! 

This month we 
have focused on 
one of our core 
books The 
Gingerbread man. 
The children 
enjoyed reading 
the story and 
learning about all 

the different characters. The children showed a big 
interest in baking using the play dough. We turned our 
role play area into a bakery. We also visited our local 
bakery on Villette Road. Once we got there the 
children were excited to look at all the different kinds of 
cakes. We choose some Gingerbread Men to buy and 
bring back to nursery to eat. We also made some 
yummy Valentines cakes the children helped to weight 
the ingredients, pour them and then mix it all together. 
The children will all make good bakers! The LB Team. 
 

Greta and the Giants meet Year 3! 
In Year 3 we have 
been looking at the 
text Greta and the 
Giants. We shared 
predictions from the 
introduction of the 
front cover. We then 
used illustrations to 
inference what Greta’s 
idea could be within 
the beginning of the 
text.  We then moved 
our writing forward to 

produce a story map, along with actions and then 
innovated new characters to create a big write text in 
our books. Mrs Bewick. 

What Time Is It? 

 
In Y5, we are learning how to tell the time in French. 
We have used phonic knowledge to help with 
pronunciation of new, tricky words. We have also been 
saying and writing complex sentences to talk about the 
time difference between cities in the UK and France. 
Y6 have been learning about some cultural differences 
between France and the UK and how we remember 
those who fought in World War Two. This has linked 
with the history work the children have been doing. 
Year 2 have been enjoying doing the actions to our 
story which has helped them to learn new words. They 
have particularly enjoyed dancing to the disco music in 
the story. Year 3 have been continuing their virtual tour 
of Paris, and Year 4 have been using their knowledge 
of French adjectives to write their own version of the 
story ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’. Their work has been 
wonderful to see. Madame Blackett. 
 

Amazing Science in Year 2! 

 

 
In Year 2 we have been learning about the importance 
of hygiene and keeping our bodies clean. To help us 
understand why we must keep clean we completed an 
experiment. For our experiment we rubbed our dirty 
hands on a slice of bread, we then washed our hands 
and rubbed them on another slice of bread. We then 
put the bread in clear bags and hung them in our 
classrooms and watched as our bread became 
mouldy! We then discussed why our bread had 
changed and compared the bread that we rubbed our 
dirty hands on to the bread we washed our clean 
hands on. We noticed that the ‘clean hands’ bread 
generally was a lot less mouldy than the ‘dirty hands’ 
bread. This experiment has made us very careful 
about washing our hands, especially before dinner! 
Miss Farrell. 
 



February Fun in Reception! 

 
This month, Reception have loved learning about the 
story The Little Red Hen - we discussed taking part 
and helping our friends. We also learned all about 
farmyard animals and their babies. We have made 
some delicious bread together and taste tested it! The 
children have also been learning about shape, where 
we looked at complex patterns made by shapes and 
had our first introduction to 3D shapes, learning their 
properties and names. We took our learning outdoors 
and made 2D shapes out of natural objects. We have 
had a week learning all about Valentines Day, 
discussing who we love in our lives and making 
beautiful cards. We had a special visit from a mental 
health practitioner, where we talked about the things 
that make us happy. This month, we have learned lots 
of new digraphs that we can use in our writing. 
 

Our Year 4 Groovy Greeks! 

 
To celebrate all that we had learned in the first half of 
the Spring term, Y4 had a special Ancient Greece Day. 
The children were invited to come in to school dressed 
as people would have dressed in Ancient Greek times, 
or as a Greek God or Goddess – and they looked 
amazing! We began our day by looking at the Ancient 
Greek alphabet and writing our names using letters 
and symbols. We then made our own olive wreath 
crown to wear throughout the day. We learned about 
different Greek buildings and columns and in small 
groups, the children were set the task of designing and 
making a Greek temple, using only a limited number of 
sheets of paper and card. The temple needed to be 
strong enough to hold a weight. During the afternoon, 
we learned about Greek Myths, including finding out 
about Hercules. We learned how Greek pottery can 
teach us lots about what life was like in Ancient 
Greece and then designed and coloured our own pots. 
The children also had fun tasting some of the foods 
that they would have had in Ancient Greek times. We 
all had a fabulous day! Mrs Millican. 
 

 

 

World War 2 Day in Year 6! 

 
The Year 6 children this half term have been learning 
all about the Second World War and to celebrate all 
that they had learned, they had a special World War 2 
Day. The children were invited to come to school 
dressed as an evacuee and we had many wonderful 
outfits. The day began with the children making an 
evacuee name label, which they attached to their 
clothing with string. The children made a model 
Anderson Shelter using a range of materials including 
mini shredded wheats for sand bags. The children also 
made an identity card and a ration book. The children 
drew a picture of a Spitfire or a Hurricane plane. On 
the afternoon, they sampled some typical wartime 
food. This included Spam sandwiches, a carrot and 
pickle sandwich filling and a dessert made from grated 
apple and condensed milk. The children looked at 
propaganda posters that were used as part of the war 
effort and created their own version. They also learned 
about Morse code, decoded sentences using Morse 
code and wrote a sentence for a friend to decode too. 
The children had a very enjoyable day and it was a 
lovely way to end the History unit. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Our Paul Klee Artists in Year 3! 
Y3 this we have loved 
creating art inspired by 
Paul Klee. After 
designing our 
polystyrene block we 
planned our final piece 
by sketching our chosen 
artwork into our books. 

We used water colours to 
make the background; and utilised all art techniques 
we have learnt this term particularly gradients. To 
finish our artwork we used the polystyrene block to 
print our design onto the background. It’s fair to say we 
have a year group of fantastic artists! Miss Kirkup 
 

Giving Compliments in Y6! 
In PSHE, Year 6 have 
been learning about why 
we give compliments and 
how it feels to receive a 
compliment. We talked 
about the kinds of things 
we might say in order to 
compliment someone. The 

children said some lovely things about each other and 
shared these with their friends. We talked about the 
positive impact receiving a compliment can have on 
someone’s self-esteem. Miss Stell. 



Children’s Mental Health Week 

 
During the week of Monday 6th – Friday 10th February 
the children took part in a number of activities to mark 
Children’s Mental Health Week. This is an annual 
event taking place across the country in which we 
raise awareness of the importance of positive mental 
health.  The theme this year was “Let’s Connect” which 
Mrs Russell introduced in assemblies leading up to the 
week, when children were invited to make a bookmark 
with a positive message. These will then be shared 
with other schools around the city by the Healthy 
Heads Team.  Beverly Hall, from that team led a whole 
school assembly in which she talked to the children 
about ways to connect with others.  The theme was 
also the focus for class workshops led by Libby Gilboy 
from IMPACT North East across the day.  Each class 
had a workshop with Libby, exploring ways to reach 
out to others for support if it’s needed and ways in 
which we can look after our friends.  Children then also 
took part in activities and PSHE Jigsaw lessons back 
in class and showed they had a good understanding of 
the importance of positive mental health. Mrs Russell. 
 

Learning about Amelia Earhart in Year 2 

 
Year 2 have really enjoyed learning about Amelia 
Earhart in both history and English. The children 
conducted their own research to find out about her 
life’s achievements. Did you know she was the first 
woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean? We 
created a timeline of her life and used this information 
to write our own diary entry in role. The children we 
very sad to hear that Amelia’s attempt at flying around 
the world failed as she went missing over the Pacific 
Ocean and was never found. Mrs Roberts. 

Year 5 learn how to print! 
Year 5 have 
been working on 
their artistic skills 
this term and 
have been 
learning about 
Vincent Van 
Gogh and his 

impasto 
technique. We 
have been 
inspired by this 

and have been using lots of paint 
on our paintings and almost making them 3D. We have 
also tried our hands at lino cutting. We had to be very 
careful and learn safety measures to make sure we 
didn’t cut our fingers – we could then use the lino to 
make prints – just like our very own stamp! Mrs Wight. 
 

Best Wishes Mrs Stobbart! 

 
Mrs Stobbart, our Room Lead and Nursery Nurse in 
Little Butterflies, starts her maternity leave today 
(Friday 3

rd
 March). I know you will join us in wishing 

her all the very best. We all look forward to hearing her 
very special news! Mrs Stobbart is a brilliant nursery 
nurse, and a highly valued member of the GPS team, 
and we all wish her and her family a very happy 
maternity leave year. From the GPS Team. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
Mon 6th March - LB visit to the Library. 
Tues 7th March -  Y1 Roots and Shoots project. 
Tues 7th March - Y5 visit to Southmoor. 
Wed 8th March - Y1 Walkwise session.  
Mon 13th March - Y5 visit to the Marina. 
Wed 15th March - Y1 Walkwise session. 

For all of our dates – see our website Calendar: 

https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/ 
 

Places for September 2023 

 
 We are taking applications for our 2 year old 

Nursery, our 3 year old Nursery, and for Reception, 

for September 2023. 

 If you are looking for a school place for your child, 

and you’d like a school full of creativity, where the 

children are happy and well cared for by our team of 

amazing staff, please consider GPS! 
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