
 

Hey Ewe! 

 
Key Stage 1 children wowed their parents and 
teachers with their performance of their Nativity ‘Hey 
Ewe’. The story tells of a curious sheep who notices 
strange things going on. She sees a bright star, angels 
and a young couple on a donkey. The sheep follows 
them and finds a new King born in a stable. The 
children told and acted the story with confidence and 
enthusiasm. We are all so very proud. Mrs Roberts. 
 

Look at what we Offer at GPS! 
 

Breakfast Club.  
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic value at 
just £1.20 per day. Book places via the 
Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 until 
5.00pm. Amazing value at just £2.50 per 
session! Book places via the Office.  
Messy Play 
Messy play for children aged from 6 
months up to 2 years old who live in the 
SR1 and the SR2 area. 1.45pm every 
Monday. Just £2.00 per session! Led by 
Donna, one of our very experienced 
Nursery Nurses.  
FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, in our 
fabulous Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 hours 
a week – check eligibility with our school 
Office staff or with Charlotte in Little 
Butterflies. Please pop in and enquire at 
our Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820.  

 
 

 

A special Christmas in Nursery! 
Nursery have been 
involved in lots of 
lovely Christmas 
activities over the 
last few weeks. We 
have had two 
fantastic parent 
workshops, two 
trips to the soft 

play, a Christmas Nativity and 
party. The children were amazing in the nativity and 
sang the songs and performed beautifully. Thank you 
for the brilliant turnout to our workshops too. The 
children should be coming home with Christmas cards, 
a calendar and a decorated bauble before we break up 
for the holidays.  Mrs Hanlon & Mrs Mitchell.  
 

Drama in Year 6! 
Year 6 have enjoyed their 
drama sessions this term with 
Carolyn from No Limits 
Drama. They have worked 
extremely hard in order to 
produce fantastic 
performances and even 
managed to include some 
simple props. Their acting 
was brilliant and they all 
displayed a fantastic attitude 
during the sessions. Thank 

you Janet for a fantastic term of drama! Miss Stell. 

 

Our Little Butterflies are Shining Stars!  

 
The Little Butterflies have been so busy with Christmas 
activities this month! We have enjoyed hosting our 
parent Christmas workshop (thank you to all who 
came) which included lots of Christmas crafts, biscuit 
eating and hot chocolate. We were beautiful shining 
stars in this year’s Nativity – Wriggly Nativity. We have 
also been getting messy making Christmas cards, 
calendars, sparkly decorations and our all-time 
favourite reindeer dust! To end our Christmas 
extravaganza we joined Big Nursery, Reception and 
Key stage 1 for a wonderful Christmas Party where we 
got to meet Santa Claus! What an amazing half term 
we have had. Thank you so much for an amazing half 
term. The Little Butterflies Team. 
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Christmas Singing Celebration! 

 
Our Key Stage 2 children (years 3-6) sang beautifully 
in their Christmas Celebration Sing-along on Monday 
19

th 
December. Our new Choir were also fabulous, and 

our School Council members did a great job 
introducing the songs. Thankyou to parents & carers 
for coming along – another excellent turn-out. Well 
done everyone! 
 

Year 3 Go Trampolining! 

 
Y3 had a fabulous afternoon at Farringdon Community 
Academy, taking part in a Trampoline lesson. We 
learnt how to do a range of jumps such as tuck, pike 
and straddle jumps. We then moved onto completing 
turns whilst jumping – half turns and full 360 turns! We 
had so much fun and made sure we helped our friends 
on and off the trampolines safely. We also spent part 
of the afternoon playing team games such as relay 
races and dodgeball. Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Forces in Year 5! 
We have been learning all 
about forces in science 
this term. We have 
thought about gravity, 
friction, air resistance and 
water resistance. 
Learning about fair tests 
has meant that our 
experiments have always 
given us trustworthy 
results. We know to only 
change one variable at a 
time to make our tests 
and experiments fair. To test friction we pulled the 
same object across different surfaces, to test air 
resistance we dropped the same weight piece of paper 
from the same height but changed the surface area by 
folding it, and to test water resistance we dropped 
some plasticine through some water and timed it. We 
have loved finding out about different forces and the 
effects they can have. Mrs Wight. 

Year 5 – Coals to Goals! 

 
The Year 5 children were given the fantastic 
opportunity to take part in a Heritage Day at the 
Beacon of Light called ‘Coals to Goals’.  The aim of the 
day was for the children to learn more about the coal 
mining industry that was once important to Sunderland 
and to learn more about the football club which now 
stands on the site of the former Wearmouth Colliery.  
The day began with the children hearing from a retired 
miner and he told the children about the history of coal 
and what life was like for the men who worked down 
there.  They then learned local songs about coal 
mining.  These were ‘Jowl Jowl and Listen Lads’ and 
‘Just One Spark’.  The songs used lots of Sunderland 
words like ‘marra’ and ‘me fatha’.  The children also 
went to the Stadium of Light, where they saw the 
club’s mining banner and saw the old pit wheel which 
is on display outside of the club.  The children also 
found out about the history of the football club’s badge 
and the changes that have been made to it.  They also 
completed some physical activity tasks like completing 
an obstacle course and playing stick in the mud.  The 
children had a very enjoyable day and learned about 
the importance of both mining and football to our city. 
Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Year 1 Snow-tubing Fun at the Ski-Slope! 

 
Year 1 had the most amazing time at Silksworth Ski 
Slope where we had the opportunity to go snow tubing! 
We sat on inflatable rubber donuts and raced down the 
slope as fast as we could! We went even faster with 
the icy conditions which made it even more fun! 
Everyone was so brave and gave it a go – it was very 
high up! Afterwards, we met Santa and had hot 
chocolate with cream and marshmallows. What a 
brilliant day which was loved by all! Miss Tose.  
 



Christmas Fun in Reception! 

 
Reception have had a very festive and exciting time 
this month. We have focused on our core book, ‘One 
Snowy Night’ and learned about nocturnal animals. We 
have made amazing progress in our phonics lessons, 
and the children have started writing captions 
independently. We have really enjoyed Christmas 
celebrations with our Wriggly Nativity, our Christmas 
party and the visit from Jimmy the elf! Reception have 
enjoyed writing letters to the elf and posting them! We 
loved making creative Christmas cards and calendars 
for our loved ones, too. We have enjoyed making 
baubles for our school light switch-on and counting 
down to Christmas with our advent calendar! We loved 
our special trip to Fuzzy Ed’s, where we had the 
chance to use their soft play equipment and have lots 
of fun with our friends. We walked so sensibly. Miss 
Holyoak is very proud of the children’s hard work - we 
are all superstars! Miss Holyoak. 
 

Christmas Fun in French 

 
At this time of year, we enjoy learning about Christmas 
in our French lessons. Year 1 have listened to a song 
about the donkey in the nativity. Cataclop is the sound 
the donkey’s hooves make in French. The children 
loved joining in with the actions. Year 3 have been 
practising the names of colours in French. They have 
used their knowledge to colour in a colour by numbers 
using the French names for colours. They have also 
remembered some names for parts of the body with a 
song about a reindeer. In year 4, the children have 
showed their creative side by designing and describing 
a Christmas. Year 5 became language detectives 
when reading a description of a Christmas tree in 
French.  They translated the text and drew what they 
thought the tree looked like. Finally, year 6 were 
thrilled to receive their responses from their new pen 
pals in France. They have been writing a message to 
wish their friends a Merry Christmas and to tell them 
about some of our traditions at this time of year. 
Joyeux Noël! Mrs Blackett. 

Year 1 at the Panto! 

 
Year 1 had a fantastic time at Durham Gala Theatre 
where we watched ‘Sleeping Beauty’. The characters 
were so funny and the show had lots of songs we 
knew so we could sing along and dance to them too! 
We really enjoyed taking snacks with us and enjoyed 
eating them during the show. We especially loved the 
part when the evil witch came into the audience and 
we booed her! It was such a brilliant day and really got 
us in the mood for Christmas! Miss Tose. 
 

Year 4 Scientists! 
In science this half 
term, the year 4 
children have been 
learning all about how 
gases, liquids and 
solids change state. 
We observed ice to 
see if the size of the 
ice cube made a 
difference to the time it 
took to melt. We also 
found out how to 
speed up the process 

of evaporation – and 
weighed sponges that had been placed in different 
conditions. The children really enjoyed making their 
own water cycles in a glass, watching the warm water 
evaporate and then condense again as it hit the icey 
‘lid’ on the top of the glass. The children then really 
enjoyed making their own ‘water cycle in a bag’ and 
sticking them onto the window to watch the 
evaporation, condensation, precipitation and collection 
of water. Mrs Millican. 
 

Santa’s Here! 

 
As ever, Santa paid us a visit this year. Our Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 children were all very excited 
to see him in school! They all received a special gift to 
take home! 



Y3 Parent Workshop 

 
Y3 had a lovely Christmas themed parent workshop 
this month. Parents and carers were invited in to 
support their children completing some Christmas 
crafts. The children started by designing then 
decorating a wooden Christmas bauble for our annual 
Christmas tree decoration in school. The children were 
very creative; they created reindeers, Santas and there 
was even one Grinch! Whilst they were drying, children 
then decorated a Christmas cracker card for one of 
their friends. They will hand them out this week and 
each child will receive one. Thanks to all of the parents 
and carers for coming along and getting stuck right in!  
Miss Beetham. 
 

Creative Fun in Year 6! 
Year 6 had a fantastic 
time for their parent 
workshop. They made 
snow globe baubles 
with their picture inside 
as a memory to put on 
their trees at home. 
They also made 
snowmen using lolly-
pop sticks and paint. 
Some of the children 
got very creative with 
their parents and 

some lovely crafts were 
made. An excellent afternoon was had by all 

and the children thoroughly enjoyed having their 
parents and carers in to work with them. Miss Stell. 
 

Wriggly Nativity! 
What a lovely and 
very special 
‘Wriggly Nativity’ 
we had this year, 
with Early Years. 
The children were 
so amazing and 
were very excited 
to see their 
parents and 
carers watch them 
perform. Thank 
you to everyone 

who joined us in school – we appreciate your support. 

Farewell and Good Luck to Miss Beetham! 

 
A message from Mr McAnaney: “During her 5 years at 
GPS, Miss Beetham has taught in Reception, Year 1 
and Year 3. She is a brilliant teacher – talented, kind 
and caring. All of the children she has taught have 
loved being in her class, and have made fantastic 
progress in their learning. She also teaches dance, 
and has twice led our year 6 children in preparing for 
their performances at the Empire. She leaves us at the 
end of this term, because she has a long daily 
commute and – with a young family – she will now be 
working in a school much closer to home. I know you’ll 
join me in thanking Miss Beetham for the brilliant 
contribution she has made to Grangetown, and in 
wishing her all the very best at her new school.” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 

 
 

Tuesday 20th December - Last Day of Term! 

 11.00-11.45 Lunch in school (school dinners as usual). 

 12.15-12.55: Carol Service at St Aidan’s Church, Ryhope Road 
- parents/carers are very welcome to attend. 

 1.00pm End of Term – please collect your child from St Aidan’s 
Church at 1.00pm (or feel free to come along for the Carol 
Service at 12.15). 

Wed 21st Dec–Tue 3rd January. Christmas and New Year 
Holiday – Happy Christmas! 
Wed 4th January. School re-opens for start of Spring Term 2023 
– Happy New Year! 
 
 

For all of our dates – see our website Calendar:  
https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/Calendar/   

 

Places for September 2023 

 
 We are taking applications for our 2 year old 

Nursery, our 3 year old Nursery, and for Reception, 
for September 2023. 

 If you are looking for a school place for your child, 
and you’d like a school full of creativity, where the 
children are happy and well cared for by our team of 
amazing staff, please consider GPS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We’d like to say a big Thankyou to all GPS families 
for the fantastic support you have given the school, 

and your children, this term. 
Have a lovely Christmas, and we look forward to 

seeing you all on Wednesday 4
th
 January. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all 
GPS families, from the GPS staff team! 
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