
 

New Year, new memories! 

 
We have had a lovely first few weeks with our little 
butterflies! We have been settling-in our new members 
of the family and concentrating on building those 
important bonds and relationships with our new 
children and their families. We are so proud of our 
returning Little Butterflies children, as they have been 
brilliant kind and caring role models for our new 
children. This half term our topic has been ‘All about 
me’ the children have enjoyed being creative and 
creating their own self-portraits with paint. The children 
have brought in some lovely family photos which we 
have all enjoyed looking at and talking about. This has 
been a great activity for promoting lots of 
communication and language skills with the children. 
We look forward to making lots more memories with 
our Little Butterfly gang! Little Butterflies Team. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE PLACES FOR 2 YR OLDS!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 6 months – 2 years 
Book via Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown  

 

 

Fire, Fire! 

 
Y2 have really enjoyed our topic in History this half-
term, learning about the events of the Great Fire of 
London in 1666. We’ve been fantastic at recalling key 
facts, and we were very interested in learning how the 
fire started. We scanned QR codes and completed 
some research, finding out facts such as where the fire 
started and how it spread. We have also been 
comparing houses in 1666 to houses now and we 
were brilliant at explaining why the fire spread so much 
– because the houses were made of wood! We are 
eager to learn more about the past! Mrs Roberts. 
  

The votes are in! 

 
Recently we have held our annual elections for school 
councillors. Each class discussed the role and what it 
would entail.  Children then cast their vote using official 
voting slips and the voting booth to keep everything 
top secret!  The children were presented with their 
badges in assembly and were introduced to the whole 
school officially.  In the coming weeks the school 
council will be involved in a whole host of activities 
including helping to plan activities for Anti-Bullying 
Week which will take place in November! 
Congratulations School Councillors 2021!  Mrs Dolan, 
Miss Stell and Miss Holyoak. 
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Halloween Raffle! 
Letters have been sent out with raffle tickets 
attached. There are 3 fantastic Halloween 
sweet hampers to win - they’re on display in 
the foyer at reception. If you wish to enter the 
raffle please write your name on the reverse of 
the ticket and return it to school with 50p. Extra 
raffle tickets are available from the school 
office - 50p a strip. Thankyou to our Friends 
group for organising this. 

http://www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown


Romans Rule! 
This term in Y5AM, our 
topic has a historical 
theme and is called 
‘Romans Rule’.  In 
their history lessons, 
the children are 
learning about when 
Rome was founded 
and the Roman 
Empire.  They have 
discovered how and 
why the Romans 
invaded Britain and 
the impact the 
Romans had on the 
British landscape, 
with the roads and 

aqueducts they built.  
They have found out what types of homes the Romans 
lived in.  They are going to learn about the key events 
in the life of Julius Caesar and understand that not 
everyone was glad to be ruled by Rome, when they 
find out about Boudicca. In English, the children are 
reading the story, ‘Queen of Darkness’ and have used 
the characters and the events to inspire their own 5-
part narrative set in Roman Britain.  The children will 
also be finding out about Roman pottery and will 
design and make their own clay pot.  To bring the topic 
to life, the children will be visiting Segedunum Roman 
Fort to learn about the Roman way of life.  The 
children are really enjoying the topic and learning lots 
of new facts. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Animal Encounters in Year 1! 
Year 1 have 
thoroughly enjoyed 
learning all about 
animals this half 
term! We have 
been using the 
book ‘Dear Zoo’ in 
English and have 
enjoyed inventing 
actions to 
remember the 
story. We have 
also been busy 
making our own 

Dear Zoo books 
where we have wrote the story 

and included the flaps to reveal the animals – they are 
absolutely fantastic! In Science, we have been learning 
about mammals, amphibians, birds, reptiles and fish. 
We have also enjoyed learning about animal diets too! 
We can’t wait for the North East Birds of Prey to visit 
us and we will also be going on a walk to Backhouse 
Park to see if we can spot any animals. In Art, we have 
been studying the painting ‘Tiger in a Tropical Storm’ 
by Henri Rousseau and we are working hard to 
recreate the painting by using natural resources. 
Grrrrrreat job Year 1! Miss Tose. 

Please Sir, I want some more! 

 
Year 6SH are learning about lots of wonderful things 
this half term. In English, they have been reading 
different versions of Oliver Twist, including a play script 
of the most famous scene. Children took on the role of 
Oliver, Mr Bumble and the boys from the orphanage 
and acted out those famous lines. We even had stage 
hands and directors. The children have begun to write 
their own versions of the stories and they are already 
absolutely incredible! During our history lessons, the 
children are learning about the Victorians. They have 
already learnt about Queen Victoria and when her 
reign was. They’re going to continue learning about the 
big changes to Britain during her reign, such as the 
industrial revolution and the invention of new products. 
In science, the children have been recapping their 
knowledge of circuits. They looked at how to make 
circuits work and investigated how to make bulbs shine 
brighter. The children have made a fantastic start and 
we have lots of exciting learning activities still to come. 
Miss Hunter.  
 

Year 3 Change4Life Launch Event 

 
On Wednesday 22

nd
 September a group of Year 3 

children visited Sunderland Tennis Centre to attend 
the Change4Life launch event. Whilst there, they 
learned all about healthy eating and the benefits of 
having a healthy body and mind. The children took part 
in a variety of fun activities, some familiar and some 
new. They showed off their skipping skills, their dance 
moves, learned how to score a goal in handball and 
how to control a tennis ball with a racket. A fun time 
was had by all and the children are looking forward to 
implement their skills back in school. Mrs Dobson.  



French Day Fun 

 
We recently held our annual celebration of all things 
French. Children came to school dressed in the 
colours of the French flag and enjoyed many exciting 
activities based on art, music and culture. We had a 
visit from French storyteller, Nathalie Paris, who used 
French speaking countries as a focus, including 
Switzerland, Luxembourg, Belgium, Monaco and of 
course France. A favourite activity on was food tasting 
- croissants, baguettes and waffles! It was lovely to 
see everyone enjoying learning about a different 
culture through stories, songs and experiences. Mrs 
Blackett. 
 

Making Pizzas in Year 3! 

 
Y3 have been learning about food and nutrition in 
science. They explored food labels, comparing the fats 
and sugars. They were surprised to find out that the 
salad has more grams of sugar when compared to the 
chicken nuggets. “It must be the salad dressing.” Olivia 
concluded. The children then got the chance to design 
and make their own balanced pizza which incorporated 
many different food groups. Miss Beetham. 
 

Sports Leaders in Year 5! 

 
Y5 completed sports leadership training recently! They 
worked in pairs and groups to gain their qualification, 
learning about sports skills & rules, communication 
and organisation. The children had their own game 
and had to lead and teach their group what to do. It 
was a fabulous afternoon! Miss Muldowney and Miss 
McLoughlin. 

Learning about Ourselves! 

 
We’ve been learning all about ourselves this half term. 
We’ve thought about the things that make us unique 
like our hair colour, our eye colour, where we live, 
even who we live with – and have been celebrating 
these differences! We’ve learnt a lot about our 
emotions, how we can deal with our feelings, and how 
to react when we feel different ways. We have got to 
know each other over the last half term, explored our 
new classroom, and learned lots of new routines and 
lessons – such as handwriting and beginning to work 
in books! We also had a lovely trip to Backhouse Park, 
looking at Autumn – we were like nature detectives 
and saw so many changes, leaves changing colour, 
leaves on the ground, even the temperature was 
colder than in the holiday! We’re excited about the 
year ahead in our new Reception class! Here are 
some photos of us practicing our emotion faces – can 
you guess which is which? Miss Barnett. 
 

Walk Like an Egyptian! 
This half term in 
year 4LM, we are 
learning about 
Ancient Egypt. We 
have found out all 
about when 
Ancient Egypt fits 
onto a timeline and 
how their society 
was structured. We 

are researching pyramids, 
hieroglyphics and how the Egyptians worshiped Gods 
and Goddesses. We are reading some wonderful 
books - including Cinderella of the Nile and Marcy and 
the Riddle of the Sphinx - linked to our topic as a 
stimulus for our English work. In science, we have 
enjoyed learning all about solids, liquids and gases, 
carrying out experiments to find the weight of gas in 
carbonated drinks and testing what happens when 
substances are heated or cooled. Mrs Millican. 



Cinderella of the Nile! 
This half term, Year 
4HC have been 
learning about 
Ancient Egypt. We 
have read two 
exciting class texts - 
‘Cinderella of the 
Nile’ and ‘Marcy 
and the Riddle of 
the Sphinx’. We 
were able to retell 
the story and 
create fantastic 
narratives including 
lots of descriptive 

language. We have 
learnt about the Pharaohs of Egypt and 

researched some of the most famous Kings and 
Queens including Tutankhamun, Rameses II, 
Cleopatra and Hatshepsut. We found out many 
interesting facts. Did you know that Tutankhamun 
became King at the age of 9? We are very excited to 
learn about the Ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics and 
create our own cartouche.  Miss Cassidy. 
 

Butterflies in Nursery! 
 

Within the first half 
term, we have been 
focussing on The 
Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, one of 
our core stories. 
The children have 
really enjoyed 
listening to the 
story, taste testing 
some of the foods, 
learning to count to 
5 and dressing up 
as the beautiful 
butterfly. We have 

also got some 
caterpillars for us to raise this year as a class. They 
arrived last week and are slowly turning into butterflies 
for us to release. We have settled so quickly into the 
Nursery routines and we are so proud of the children. 
Miss Holyoak & Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Jeans for Genes Day 
Recently, we took part in Jeans for 

Genes Day. Children and staff came 
to school in our jeans to support this 
charity and together we raised 
£126.72.  After a school assembly 

with Mrs Russell, teachers led some 
activities in class to explore the important 

message behind the day:  to help children and families 
whose daily lives are affected by genetic disorders etc. 
We would like to thank you all for supporting us raise 
money for this cause. Mrs Russell. 

 

Queen of Darkness! 

 
This half term, Y5 have learned about the Romans, 
basing our work on the novel ‘Queen of Darkness’, 
where two children become mixed up in a battle with 
the Roman Army. We wrote our own five-part story 
based on the events in the novel. We’ve learned about 
the Roman invasions of Britain and how they changed 
roads, homes and the economy in our country. We 
have used timelines and maps to identify where and 
when Rome started. In art, we will be making a Roman 
coil pot after designing it carefully. Our topic has been 
extremely exciting and it prepared us perfectly for our 
trip to Segedunum Roman Fort where we became our 
own Roman soldiers – more about that in our next 
Newsletter report! Miss Muldowney.  
 

Star Writers from Year 2! 

 
Y2DM have been enjoying the book ‘How to catch a 
Star’ by Oliver Jeffers. We have looked at characters 
and the setting and we even got the opportunity to look 
after a golden star of our very own! We used a 
technique called ‘story mapping’ to plan out the story 
and we used this to help us write our own story. The 
children logged in to Seesaw, using their iPads, to 
hear the story being read to them. Mrs Mitchell & Mrs Dolan. 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

 
 

 
 

Mon 18th Oct - Tag Rugby - 30 yr 6 children (Hudson Rd). 
Wed 20th Oct - Harvest Assemblies: 9.15am - EYFS & KS1 /     
2.30pm -  KS2 
Thurs 21st Oct - Y2 Tri Golf  am (9-11am). 
Mon 25th-Fri 29th Oct - Half-term break. 
Mon 1st Nov - Staff Training Day – school closed to pupils. 
Mon 8th Nov - Year 1 Multi-Skills session GPS  pm. 
Friday 12th Nov - Children in Need (50p donation – Non-Uniform). 
Week commencing 15th Nov - Anti Bullying Week. Whole school 
themed week based on the book ‘Kind’. 


