
 

In A World Where You Can Be Anything…Be Kind! 

 
What a fantastic week we had in school for Anti-
Bullying week!  We had a range of activities planned 
that really engaged the children linked to a fabulous 
book called ‘Kind’. Every class from Little Butterflies to 
Year 6 read the book and took part in activities around 
the theme of kindness. We took part in the annual Odd 
Socks Day and held a whole school assembly to 
launch the week. Sharon from Impact also delivered 
workshops to all classes. Every class created a 
handprint to add to a display in the hall and each child 
had their photo taken ‘being the I in Kind’. We also had 
a special friendship lunch on the Friday where children 
could sit with a friend from another class and the 
kitchen staff prepared friendship heart shaped biscuits!  
Well done everyone for a very successful week – the 
children loved it! Mrs Dolan. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE places for 2 year olds!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 Age 6 months – 2 years 

 Led by Donna, experienced Nursery Nurse. 
Book through Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown 
 

 

 

Butterflies - we are kind! 

 
What a fun-filled month we have had with our little 
butterflies. We had a whole school project focused 
around the word ‘Kind’ for anti-bullying week, we were 
super busy with lots of different fun and exciting 
activities. We made kindness stars to hang in our 
foyer, a colourful hand print for our whole school 
display, and kindness pots - the children are looking 
forward to putting their raffle tickets in the pot if they 
have been kind at nursery. We ended the week with a 
singalong and a dance to the song ‘This is me’. 
Charlotte, Rachael, Daphne. 
 

The Ship of Shadows 

 
 

Year 6 have transformed into authors over the last few 
weeks, inspired by the book we have been reading in 
English called The Ship of Shadows by Maria Kuznar. 
In this story, we met a young girl called Aleja who 
inadvertently finds herself on a sailing adventure 
around Europe and Africa. The children learnt how 
authors build tension within their writing, and used 
these techniques when writing their own stories about 
a kraken attack. Some of the results were very scary! 
Once they had re-drafted their work and written it up 
neat, they created a front cover using sponges to 
create repeating patterns for the background. The 
foreground was created by using an overlay which the 
children then added colour to. The results were 
absolutely fantastic and we loved reading their stories. 
All of the children should be incredibly proud of their 
hard work. Miss Hunter and Miss Stell. 
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Brilliant Buddies! 

 
We now have in place a wonderful team of dedicated 
Playground Buddies that each take a turn supporting 
children on the EYFS, KS1 and KS2 yards.  Each 
class teacher discussed what the role would involve 
and children that wanted to take on the job volunteered 
their time!  We now have a rota in place for our 
Buddies and they made a great start working 
alongside the younger children and their peers.  Over 
the year we will be training the Buddies to help 
develop their role further. PSHE Team – Mrs Dolan, 
Miss Stell, Miss Holyoak. 
 

A Special Delivery for Year 1! 

 
Recently, Year 1 had a special delivery in the post. 
Last half-term, we wrote to the zoo to ask them to send 
us a pet, linked to our story ‘Dear Zoo’. The zoo 
answered our letters and sent us a brown bear! We 
were so excited and named him Barney. We have 
enjoyed learning all about different types of bears, their 
habitats and their diets! Did you know that most bears 
are omnivores? We have even looked at old and new 
teddy bears in History, thinking about the materials 
they were made from. Well done Year 1! Miss Tose.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit to Hendon Beach 
This half term, the Year 4 
children are learning all 
about evaporation, 
condensation and the Water 
Cycle. During our 
experiment to find out in 
what conditions water 
evaporates faster, the 
children asked the question 
– does tap water and sea 
water evaporate at the 
same time? In order to 

investigate this, we decided to 
visit Hendon Beach so that that we could collect our 
own sea water. As the tide was in, we had to be very 
careful collecting the water! When we got back to 
school, the children devised their own experiment 
making it fair by measuring out the amount of water, 
putting the water in the same sized containers and 
placing them in the same place. We found that the sea 
water evaporated slightly faster than the tap water. We 
also found that the salt in the sea water did not 
evaporate! Mrs Millican. 
 

Year 5 are working hard on Elf!  

 
This half term, Y5 have been spending time practising 
for their Broadway performance, Elf Jr. We’ve been 
working especially hard to learn the lines, songs and 
even the dance moves and actions with Miss Davies, 
our amazing drama teacher. The musical is a story 
about an elf who grows up in the North Pole, and when 
he discovers he is actually a human, he goes off on a 
journey to find his real family. Within the story, Buddy 
the Elf comes across many problems and stops at 
nothing to save Christmas. The show will be on 
Monday 13

th
 December at both 2:00pm and 5:30pm 

and we can’t wait to show you the fantastic 
performance we have put together. Miss Muldowney 
and Miss McLoughlin. 

GPS Christmas Raffle! 
 Fab prizes – Asda voucher, meat voucher, 

hair salon voucher and many more! 

 Tickets now on sale: £1 a strip – on sale  

at the Office and at our Nativities & Shows 

 Will be drawn at end of term. 



Nursery Bus Journey  

 
The Nursery children enjoyed their trip to Herrington 
Park. We got on the number 2 bus and headed 
through the town, past the hospital and after about 35 
minutes we reached our destination. We had planned 
our route the day before and made our own maps. We 
discussed the things that we would see and we made 
sure we spotted them on the way. The bus drivers 
were very kind and helpful and we were well looked 
after. We got to play in the park and eat our snack 
before we got back on the bus back to school. Mrs 
Hanlon & Miss Holyoak. 
 

Brilliant Bridges 

 
Year 2 had a great time in Design and Technology 
building bridges which linked to our English Text ‘The 
Three Billy Goats Gruff.’ We were kindly donated lots 
of junk modelling materials from our parents which the 
children used to create their masterpieces!  The 
children designed their bridge then put this into action 
using a variety of skills cutting, folding and joining 
materials.  Thank you to everyone who donated junk 
materials and well done boys and girls for your 
excellent work. KS1 Team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Year 3 Cave Paintings! 

 
 

Y3 have been learning about the Stone Age this half-
term. In art, they have been comparing modern art to 
cave art. They learned about the history of cave 
paintings and how and why they were created. After 
researching and planning, the children completed their 
own cave art using water colours and pastels. Don’t 
they look effective?  Miss Beetham and Mrs Bracknall. 

 

Bon Voyage Year 2! 

 
 

In November, we had lots of fun in our French lessons. 
Year 6 have been discovering how to talk about what 
they wear depending on the weather which is very 
useful at the moment! Year 5 have discovered how to 
describe their gardens in French. In particular they 
have been describing their dream gardens which 
include swimming pools of course. Year 4 have 
become language detectives, using their excellent 
language learning skills to read and understand a 
French text about a capital city such as Belfast, 
Cardiff, London, Edinburgh or Paris. There are so 
many exciting places to discover! Year 3 have started 
to put simple sentences together and they can answer 
questions about the capital cities of the UK and 
France, in French of course. Our year 2 children are 
extremely good at talking about modes of transport 
now. They can use actions to remind them of the 
French name for cars, buses, boats, trains and 
aeroplanes. They have also used some small toys to 
help them to learn this new vocabulary which really 
boosts their confidence. Bon Voyage les enfants ! 
 
 
 

Places available for September 2022! 
 We are now taking applications for Reception, for Sep 2022. 

 Was your child born between 1/9/2017 – 31/8/2018 ? 

 Application period – 4th October 2021 until 15th January 2022 

 Please contact school for more details, and a tour of our Early 
Years if you wish. 

 Also, you can apply here: 
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-infant-
junior-primary 

 

Your Invitation - Christmas Carols in St Aidan’s Church 
All parents/carers very welcome 

St Aidan’s Church, Ryhope Rd – 12.15 on Friday 17th December 

https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-infant-junior-primary
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-infant-junior-primary


‘Stick Man’ fun in Reception! 
Reception have been 
enjoying the story ‘Stick 
Man’. We have been 
reading the story and 
imagining lots of uses for 
sticks! The book has 
rhyming words in so we 
have been focusing on 
rhyme in class. We’ve 
had a lot of fun making 
up some silly rhymes 

together. We also have had fun 
acting out the story in the outside area, whatever the 
weather we like to get outside and explore the different 
areas. Once we were all dressed up in our wet suits 
and wellies we had fun jumping in puddles and 
noticing the patterns in the mud as we jumped - we 
thought of lots of describing words for the water! Miss 
Barnett. 
 

Year 5 Scientists explore Forces! 

 
In Science, Y5 have been learning about forces.  They 
have investigated what gravity is and how we measure 
it using a force meter. They investigated what friction is 
and which surfaces will produce the most friction. The 
children also looked at air resistance by measuring 
which size piece of paper when dropped from a height 
travelled to the ground the fastest. Their favourite 
activity was investigating what we needed to do to 
make a toy car move faster and further. The children 
made a model car and attached a balloon to it. They 
blew up the balloon and then released it to see if the 
air from the balloon would propel the car faster. The 
children had great fun making the cars from cardboard, 
straws and plastic milk carton lids.  Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Angela’s Ark! 
As part of our new science topic 
‘Animals and their offspring’ we 
had a visit from Angela and some 
of her pets. Angela showed us 
lots of different animals and their 
babies. We also got to see 
animals at different stages of their 
lives so we could see how they 
grow and change. The children 

enjoyed observing and holding the 
animals. Some of our favourites were the skinny pigs, 
stick insects, hedgehog, bearded dragon and a snake! 

Pugs of the Frozen North! 

 
Year 4 had a very special visitor recently. Our class 
text was Pugs of the Frozen North by Philip Reeve and 
Sarah McIntyre. Before reading the story, we 
wondered what it would be like to take care of the 
sixty-six pugs that had been stranded in the Arctic. We 
didn’t have sixty-six pugs but we did have Bailey the 
pug! We were able to find out a lot of information about 
pugs by asking questions and hearing stories from his 
family. Bailey was on his best behaviour. He was very 
curious to get to know all of the children in Year 4. We 
loved having Bailey in school and we can’t wait to see 
him again! Miss Cassidy.  
 

Year 6 Rugby Tournament  

 
Y6 enjoyed taking part in the recent rugby tournament against 
Hudson Road school. After our two coaching sessions at school, 
we headed off ready for the tournament with a key message from 
our coach: pass it back! The cold weather didn’t stop the children 
and they tried their very best in every game. They showed fantastic 
team-work skills and were cheering each other on. They were over 
the moon to have won most of their games!  We’re very proud of 
all of the children and their achievements in this tournament! Miss 
Stell and Miss Hunter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Wed 8th Dec 9.15am: Key Stage 1 Nativity - parents/carers very welcome. 
Wed 8th Dec: Christmas Dinner! 
Wed 8th Dec 3.30pm: Nursery Stay & Play for new children. 
Thurs 9th Dec 9.15am: Early Years Nativity – parents/carers very welcome. 
Thurs 9th Dec 10.30-11.00: Little Butterflies singalong for parents/carers. 
Thursday 9th Dec: Year 1 Winter Fun session at Silksworth sports complex. 
Fri 10th Dec: Little Butterflies,Nursery, Reception Pyjama Day  /  Y3-6 Pyjama Day 
Friday 10th Dec 2.00pm: Little Butterflies workshop & singalong for parents/carers. 
Mon 13th Dec: Years 1 & 2 Pyjama Day! 
Mon 13th Dec: Y5 Show – Elf! 2.00pm and 5.30pm - parents/carers very welcome. 
Mon 13th Dec: Year 3 Stone Age Workshop! (in school). 
Tues 14th Dec: Yr 1 to Gala Theatre Durham – Panto - The Nutcracker Re-miced! 
Tues 14th Dec: KS2 Party Day – afternoon. 
Tues 14th Dec  9.15am: Reception Parent/Carer Workshop. 
Wed 15th Dec 9.15am: Nursery Parent/Carer Workshop. 
Wed 15th Dec am: Christmas Crafts at Southmoor School for Year 1! 
Thurs 16th Dec: Little Butterflies, Nursery, Reception and KS1 Parties. 
Fri 17th Dec: 12.15-1.00pm: Carol Service St Aidan’s – Parents/Carers welcome! 
Fri 17th Dec – 1.00pm. End of Term – please collect your child from St Aidan’s. 
Mon20th-Thurs 23rd: Holiday Scheme at GPS – see recent letter details). 
Tues 4th Jan: Start of Spring Term – Happy New Year! 


