
                Places available for September 2022! 
 
 We are still taking applications for Reception, for Sep 2022. 

 Was your child born between 1/9/2017–31/8/2018? 

 We also have places in Nursery (both the 2 and 3 year olds) 

 Please contact school for more details, and a tour of our Early 

Years if you wish. We look forward to meeting you. 

 Also, you can apply here: https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-

admissions-infant-junior-primary  

 

 

Looking for signs of spring! 

 
Lately the Little Butterflies have noticed some beautiful 
spring changes in our garden. We thought a walk in 
the sunshine would be a great opportunity to look for 
more things linking to spring. On our walk we noticed 
lots of daffodils, crocuses and snowdrops. These 
flowers looked so beautiful dotted around the park! We 
also noticed some buds starting to grow on the trees 
and lots of mini beasts. We saw woodlice underneath 
bits of bark, buzzy bees visiting the flowers and even a 
big, juicy worm hiding in the soil! We had such a 
wonderful time exploring the park and can’t wait to go 
back to visit again. Charlotte, Rachael, Daphne. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE places for 2 year olds!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 Age 6 months – 2 years 

 Led by Donna, experienced Nursery Nurse. 
Book through Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown 
 

 

 

What a weekend! 

 
A group of children from Year 5 and 6 recently visited 
Derwent Hill Adventure Centre in the Lake District and 
what a wonderful weekend they all had! Firstly, the 
weather was absolutely perfect which saved the 
grown-ups back at home lots of washing, and meant 
everyone at Derwent Hill was able to enjoy the glorious 
spring sunshine.  The children began their weekend 
learning a vital skill – making their own beds! The 
weekend was packed full of adventure activities, which 
the children thoroughly loved. The first morning was 
spent in Honnister Ghyll where the children took part in 
a gorge scramble. The aim was to carefully navigate 
up the river, over rocks, down slides and jump into 
plunge pools. Some of the groups even headed 
through a rather scary looking underground tunnel at 
the top. A favourite activity for most children was the 
Big Swing! Children conquered their fears and 
challenged themselves to climb as high as they could. 
Some of the children were feeling confident enough to 
jump off the platform and really enjoyed the swing… 
they also enjoyed laughing at some of the adults who 
screamed rather loudly! All of the children also enjoyed 
a mountain walk. They were treated to the spectacular 
views from Latrigg, where they could look out over the 
Borrowdale Valley. The children were absolutely 
brilliant during the whole weekend visit and everyone 
had a wonderful time. We hope they’ve shared all of 
their stories with you. Miss Hunter. 
 

Pancake Day in 
Reception! 
We had lots of fun 
celebrating Pancake Day. 
To make our pancakes 
we had to read 
ingredients lists, measure 
out the ingredients and 
mix them all into a batter. 
Being very safe we then 
cooked our pancakes 
and put our choice of toppings on! During 
our choosing time we then wrote some shopping lists for what we 
would need, wrote instructions for how to make them and even 
made some play dough pancakes to try and flip!  Miss Barnett. 
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Year 4 Exploring Hidden Stories! 
Year 4 visited the 
Holy Trinity 
Church as part of 
the Hidden 
Stories project: 
300 years of 
Sunderland. The 
children started 
their day by 
having a tour of 
the amazing 
church and 

discovered some of the mysteries 
within the building. They were able to explore some of 
the artefacts that were found in the building and 
surrounding area including address books, registers 
and keys. The children tried to open many secret 
doors with the keys they had found. They learned a lot 
about the history of Sunderland and even read a letter 
written by William Elliot. Later in the morning, they 
were able to watch a live performance from a 
professional string quartet that played music from 
across the 300 year period. They also helped choose 
some of the music that the quartet played to show their 
imagination and creativity. The children had a great 
day and cannot wait to continue the creative sessions 
in school in June. Miss Cassidy and Mrs Millican  
 

Let it GROW! 
Our annual Science 
week was celebrated 
all across school this 
month. The theme 
for the week was 
‘growth’ which led to 
many exciting 
activities. In Y3 the 
children looked at 
the growth of 
worms, and in Y2 
the children planted 

seeds and bulbs and 
watched them grow. As well as all of the exciting 
lessons in class, there were also a range of visitors 
and trips planned to bring Science to life. Children from 
Y1-Y6 got to participate in workshops with Technology 
Tom, who performed a range of Science experiments. 
EYFS and Y3 visited the farm to see what was 
growing. Y1 and Y2 children were visited by author 
Mallory Smith who read her book ‘Maloula the 
Mermaid’ and shared its important message about 
keeping the ocean free from plastic. Mr Graham from 
Southmoor visited KS2 and carried out a range of 
investigations for the children to watch and join in with. 
We are very lucky at GPS as we have a fantastic 
outdoor area which was utilised across the week by 
many classes to explore the school grounds to find out 
what is growing at Grangetown. As always the children 
got fully involved in the week and their interest in 
science has sure blossomed! Miss Beetham. 

Our Amazing World Book Day! 

 
World Book Day at Grangetown is always a firm 
favourite with staff and children. This year the children 
in Reception to Year 6 were given the opportunity to 
decorate their own white t-shirt using their favourite 
book as inspiration. The children made an amazing 
effort and they all looked wonderful. We started the 
morning off with a class swap where our older children 
paired up with our younger children and they shared a 
story. In Little Butterflies and Nursery the children 
came into school dressed in their Pyjamas to enjoy 
bedtime stories. Throughout the day different classes 
took part in various activities including performing 
poetry, creating artwork based on a text and reviewing 

some of our favourite books. Mrs Roberts & Miss Hunter 
 

Our Incredible World Maths Day! 

 
On 23

rd
 March, we all celebrated World Maths Day. 

The children came to school dressed in an outfit which 
had a number, a shape or their favourite colour so that 
they could take part in some ‘human’ maths tasks 
throughout the day. Many children also brought in 
something from home to show that maths is all around 
us. In classes throughout the day, many different 
maths activities took place including, creating posters 
to show how we use maths, measuring and baking in 
Reception, maths treasure hunts, finding the area of 
their written name and many more. Some classes 
learned about maths through stories and then 
completed activities linked to their books. The children 
also had the opportunity to use Mathletics to challenge 
children in their mental maths from around the world. 
The children had wonderful day learning all about how 
maths is so important. Mrs Millican. 



Nursery Newsletter March  

 
This month Nursery and Reception have enjoyed an 
exciting trip to Hall Hill Farm for our Animal Madness 
topic. We had the chance to see lots of amazing 
animals, such as llamas, highland cows and some very 
big pigs! We even had a go at feeding the sheep, we 
were so brave! We were the first school in the North 
East to feed the new lambs their bottles, which was an 
amazing experience! The children held baskets with 
chicks inside and carefully stroked them, we were very 
gentle. The children then held rabbits and guinea pigs 
inside the barn. We couldn’t believe how cute they 
were. The children also had a ride on the tractor which 
was very muddy and bumpy. The children were so 
sensible all day, and we finished with some time on the 
play park. The slides and swings were a great way to 
end the day. Well done Nursery we are so proud of 
you! Miss Holyoak and Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Football Round-Up! 

 
In the Sunderland Schools League we travelled to 
Highfield. An exciting game resulted in a one nil win for 
Castletown. Another exciting end to end game versus 
Highfield ended in a 1-0 win for Grangetown, with both 
teams playing some really good football. Our goal was 
scored by Ethan, beating two defenders then firing in a 
rocket of a shot to score. Mr B Newby. 

Maths Fun in French 

 
We have been spending a lot of time in our French 
lessons practising our maths skills in different ways. In 
year 2, we have been singing a counting song and, 
when reading a familiar story - The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, we have been counting how many different 
foods the caterpillar ate. Year 3 have been learning 
how to count to 12. They have really enjoyed playing a 
game called Deadly Douze. When the children take 
turns counting, everybody tries to avoid saying 12 
(douze) so they don’t lose the game. On World Maths 
Day, year 4 listened to a story about a monster and 
counted how many noses, eyes, legs and tails the 
creature has. Year 5 have been learning how to tell the 
time and playing Splat, a firm favourite amongst the 
children, has reinforced some of the higher numbers 
they need to tell the time. Year 6 have begun to create 
a hybrid creature and they have also enjoyed reading 
the story ‘Le Monstre’ which allowed them to use their 
more advanced maths skills to calculate how many 
fingers and toes the monster has. They can use this 
language to add to their own descriptions. This work 
helps our children to realise that maths skills are useful 
in other subjects too. Mrs Blackett. 
 

Y3 on Tour - Broomhouse Farm! 

 
On Thursday 17

th
 March Year 3 had a fantastic trip to 

Broomhouse Farm. The weather was much kinder this 
time and the children got to observe and learn about a 
range of farm animals and ask questions about a 
working farm. They especially enjoyed feeding the 
cows and watching the piglets snuggle into their 
mother. We were lucky enough to go into the forest in 
the afternoon and the children enjoyed looking for 
different wildlife before enjoying climbing on the 
different obstacles courses.   The children were very 
well behaved throughout and a credit to school. Miss 
Beetham & Mrs Bracknall. 



Year 6 go to College! 

 
As part of Science Week, Y6 had a fantastic morning 
at Bede College. We began by visiting the igloo, a 
wonderful 360 degree classroom with 8 projectors and 
speakers. The teacher transported us all around the 
world, showing videos on the huge screens. We were 
taken to the depths of the oceans and inside the 
human body. We learnt about different women in 
science, and the teacher was impressed with our 
knowledge of Katherine Johnson because we’d learnt 
about her in Y5. We also looked at what it takes to 
become a scientist. One of the students gave us a 
problem and we all thought of different questions that 
might lead to a solution. The teacher explained to us 
that that’s exactly what scientists do: they find answers 
to questions. We also got to watch a series of science 
experiments in a chemistry lab. We were taught about 
chemical reactions, how to spot them and specifically 
how fireworks are created. One of the investigations 
was spraying different metals into the Bunsen flame 
and seeing the colours they produced. When we got 
back to school, we wrote a report about the morning. 
The children behaved brilliantly and thoroughly 
enjoyed their time at the college. Miss Hunter & Miss Stell.  
 

Year 1 are Tennis Superstars! 
This half term in PE, Year 
1 have thoroughly enjoyed 
learning how to play 
tennis! We began by 
discussing that tennis is 
played on a court, the bat 
is called a racket and that 
the ball can only bounce 

once during play! The children have enjoyed learning 
how to send and receive the ball and how to control 
the ball using gentle swings of the racket. We learnt 
that the harder you hit the ball, the further it travels! 
We enjoyed learning how to hold the racket with the 
correct grip and to move confidently in different ways. 
We definitely have a few Serena Williams and Andy 
Murrays in the making! Well done Year 1! Miss Tose.  

Year 5’s River Trip! 

 
Y5 visited the river at Lanchester in County Durham as 
part of their Geography this half term.  Prior to the visit, 
the children had a workshop in school, where they 
learned about the River Wear and the smaller rivers 
and streams which feed into it. They use lengths of 
cord to make these rivers and streams, to see how the 
River Wear is formed. When they were at the actual 
river, the children used nets and magnifiers to explore 
the wildlife that lived in it. They found a range of 
dragonflies and larva of different insects. They tested 
the speed at which the river flowed by measuring how 
long it took a dog biscuit to travel 10 metres and then 
used maths to work out the rate of the flow. The 
children also became mini-beast hunters and explored 
the woodland area around the river to see which 
creatures lived there. We found worms, spiders, 
centipedes and woodlice. The children had a great day 
and really enjoyed being outside and getting the 
chance to get in the river. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Farewell and Good Luck to Mrs Dolan! 
As the end of term approached, 
we said farewell to Mrs Dolan 
with a celebration assembly. A 
group of children read out their 
special memories of Mrs 
Dolan, sharing lots of little 
anecdotes from their journey 

through GPS while in Mrs Dolan's 
class. We also shared a powerpoint of photos, set to 
music (Green Day – ‘We Hope You Had The Time of 
Your Life’). The children in the hall gave 3 cheers for 
Mrs Dolan, and we wished her all the best for the 
future. Mrs Dolan has taught at GPS for 16 years, and 
has contributed so much to the success and 
development of the school. She’ll be greatly missed by 
everyone, because she is well and truly part of the 
GPS family. We’d like to thank her for her huge 
passion & commitment, and wish her all the best with 
her new ‘Tiny Tweeties’ adventure – she’ll be amazing! 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
Monday 11th - Friday 22nd April - Easter Holidays. 
Mon 11th – Thurs 14th April - Holiday Scheme - Groundwork. 
Mon 25th April: Start of Summer Term! 

Happy Holidays to all GPS families, from Team GPS! 
A big thankyou to all parents & carers for your fantastic support 
this term. We look forward to seeing you all on Monday 25th 
April, for what is sure to be another amazing term at GPS, full of 
incredible learning! Have a lovely Easter holiday! 


