
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Loved our Tennis Taster Sessions! 
On Monday 4

th
 and Monday 

11
th
 July, children from 

Reception to Year 6 had a 
taster tennis session which 
was delivered by specialist 
coaches from Sunderland 
Tennis Centre. Each class 
looked at different skills 
needed to be a successful 
tennis player, including 
balancing the ball on the 
racket and controlling the 
ball when bouncing it on both 
sides of the racket. Some 

classes then built up to small rallies with partners. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the session and some 
children were even selected for a trial for the tennis 
squad at the Sunderland Tennis Centre.Mrs Bracknall   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery’s Exciting last week of Term! 
Nursery had an 
excellent time at 
their splash day. We 
all brought our 
swimming costumes 
in and used water 
guns and paddling 
pools to get very 
wet and cool off in 
the hot sunshine. 
We also had a 
lovely treat of some 
ice pops. On 
Monday, the children 
enjoyed a walk to our local park and the children are 
very excited for our EYFS picnic on Friday. What a 
lovely way to end an amazing year together. Miss 
Holyoak and Mrs Hanlon  

July 2022  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER 

OUR FINAL NEWSLETTER OF THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR! 
 

See Inside for: Year 6 Memories!  Plus - The GPS Team for September!  Plus – Wedding Bells! 

Super-Talented Yr 6 Wows Audience with Aladdin Performances! 

 

On Monday 18th July, Year 6 wowed audiences with two performances of their leavers 
show, Aladdin. With only 3 weeks to put the show together, Year 6 worked extremely 
hard in all rehearsals to ensure that their performance was ready in time and all of their 
efforts certainly paid off on the day. The children worked with Mrs Davies, our drama 
teacher, to learn lines, perform songs, and showcase their acting talent. The children 
made many of the props for the show themselves and were extremely proud to be able 
to show these off on the stage. The show was absolutely fantastic and the children 
performed it beautifully. Each and every performer did a fantastic job and it was 
wonderful to see them grow in confidence throughout each of the rehearsals. We have 
some very talented children in Year 6 we are very proud of them for their determination 
and hard work in the lead up to the show. Well done Year 6! Miss Stell and Miss Hunter  
 



We’re going on a bear hunt! 

 
This month the children have been reading one of our 
favourite core stories ‘We’re going on a bear hunt.’ 
Inspired by the story our Little Butterflies asked if we 
could go on a bear hunt to the park. We headed to 
Backhouse Park and made our way through swishy, 
swashy grass, walked along a the dried up steam, 
squelched in the thick, oozy mud and stumbled 
through the deep dark forest until we finally came to a 
narrow, gloomy cave where we found A BEAR!! The 
children were fantastic in retelling the story and had 
lots of fun searching for the bear. Well done Little 
Butterflies, what a way to end our school year! 
 

Year 5 Bikeability – Our Expert Cyclists!  
Many of the Year 5 
children took part in 
Bikeability to help 
them become safer 
and more confident 
when riding their 
bikes on the streets.  
The children were 
split into two groups, 
with each group 
completing a day 
and a half of 
activities.  The 
training began with 
children on the 
school yard 
completing checks 
on their bikes, such 
as checking their 
breaks and chains 
were roadworthy.  
The children then 

practised their balance when 
cycling using one hand.  The children then went off the 
school premises and practised where they needed to 
be on the road and in which position if a car was on 
the road.  The children also practised cycling on the 
road as if there were moving cars on it.  The children 
also went to Hendon Beach to cycle going downhill on 
the sand.  All of the children passed their Level 1 and 
Level 2 training.  We are very proud of them. Miss 
McLoughlin.  
 

Year 5’s Amazing Space Day! 

 
The children in Year 5 held a special Space Day to 
celebrate the end of their Science topic about Earth 
and Space.  Some of the children came to school 
dressed in space themed costumes.  We had 
astronauts, aliens and even a NASA worker.  The 
children began the day making a rocket from a plastic 
bottle and a range of materials.  They then made a 
moving astronaut.  On the afternoon, they designed 
their own planet, solved a space word search and 
completed a space alphabet challenge.  The children 
also tasted space food, similar to the food astronauts 
would eat on their missions to space.  They tasted 
vanilla ice-cream, cinnamon apple wedges and a 
cookies and cream ice-cream sandwich.  The children 
really enjoyed tasting the food.  The day was a lovely 
way to end Year 5. Miss McLoughlin and Miss 
Muldowney  
 

Year 1 visit a very Sunny Backhouse Park! 

 
We began our visit by being excellent role models and 
walking with a nursery child as our partner. We 
showed them how to walk sensibly and how to cross 
the road safely – we did an excellent job! As it was our 
final visit in Backhouse Park, we did a lot more 
exploring and climbing! We climbed across trees that 
had been cut down, explored the dried up stream and 
climbed up the tall hill. After we had played on the 
park, we found a beautiful wild flower patch. It was full 
of beautiful, colourful wild flowers which we loved 
smelling. We have really enjoyed all of our visits to 
Backhouse Park this year and have observed all of the 
seasonal changes. Miss Tose.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6’s Special Memories! 

 
Reagan – My favourite memory was when I went gorge walking and I went through the tunnel. I got stuck inside of it. 
Alana – In reception, Poppy cut India’s hair so then India cut my hair so then I cut Lilly-Mae’s hair with squiggly scissors. India went home with a pony tail in her bag 
that day. Mrs Hanlon banned scissors that day.  
Eva – I got my shoe lace stuck around my knee whilst my shoe was on my foot. I had to get picked up and freed.  
Jake – My favourite memory was when I was hanging from a tree by my arms and Patryk was laughing at me.  
Cameron – My favourite memory is the death swing at Derwent Hill.  
Patryk – In Year 4, me and Jake went to climb a tree. Jake stepped on a branch that snapped so he was hanging by his arms. I laughed at him.  
Aaron – Derwent Hill and going on the death swing is my best memory. 
Isah – My favourite memory is doing the show. I was the lead role. 
Lexie – My favourite memory is when we went to Beamish. I bought a candy rock but Lily P smashed it and I remember being furious about it.  
Anna- My favourite memory is when I tipped upside on the death swing.  
Connor – My favourite memory is when I used to play sonic all of the time with Josh, Olli and Ryley. We used to argue over who got to be Tails.  
India – My favourite memory was in reception when Poppy cut my hair. I’m sure I put her hair in paint.  
Lilly-Mae – I accidentally stapled my own thumb. I screamed.  
Molly – I loved when I got to be the pro demonstrator on the Death swing because I had already been on with the other group. 
Poppy – My favourite memory was when I went gorge walking at Derwent Hill. I lost both of my wellies when I jumped into the plunge pool and had to walk home 
with no shoes.  
Andre- My favourite memory was when I went on the Death Swing. I was in the middle of screaming and crying.  
Scott – When I reached the top of the climbing wall at Derwent Hill 
Ryley – My favourite memory was at Derwent Hill when we went on the night walk and I jumped out of a bush and terrified Anna.  
Reece – When we went to the river in Year 5. I got water in my wellies and so did Ryley. 
Jasmyn – My favourite memory is when I went on a trip to Lambton Estate and we went into the basement of a house and the owner turned off all of the lights.  
Cameron D – My favourite memory is when we went ice skating in Year 3 at the Centre of Life.  
Bronwyn – My favourite time in primary school was when we went to Derwent Hill and I attempted to go on the death swing but I ended up screaming. I did it and 
loved it in the end. 
Elisia – My favourite memory was facing my fears on the high ropes at Derwent Hill.  
Theo - My favourite memory was being at Derwent Hill and singing happy birthday to Josh.  
Lily H – My favourite memory is when we were at Lambton Estate and we were all screaming because the owner turned off all of the lights in the basement.  
Jack – I remember in Year 1 when my friend Edson saw I was lonely and he came up to me and we became best friends.  
Rilan – My favourite memory is going on the 3D ride at the centre of life in Year 3.  
Olli – My favourite memory was going to Southmoor to meet my new class.  
Emily – My favourite memory was watching Miss Stell get beat on the high ropes by Miss Cassidy at Derwent Hill.  
Josh M – My favourite memory in Year 6 is when I turned 11 at Derwent Hill. My friends all shouted Happy Birthday as I went on the death swing. We had 
chocolate cake to celebrate.  
Kayden – My favourite memory is having mega-mix juice at Derwent Hill.  
Jay – My favourite memory is when me and Harvery thought that we were lost in the bushes in Year 1 but luckily we managed to find our way out.  
Maisie – My favourite memory of primary school is when we went ice skating in Year 3 and Eva and I kept falling over.  
Ijaz – My favourite memory was when we got given our leavers hoodies.  
Darren – My favourite memory was taking part in the empire dance festival.  
Lily P – My favourite memory is having fun practising for Aladdin and performing it for an audience.  
Tristan – I loved our visit to Lambton estate when I got put in a coffin and everyone screamed when the lights got turned off but I just stood there.  
Jessica – My favourite memory is when miss let me borrow her wellies in reception but I fell over in the mud because they were too big.  

Poppy M – My favourite thing is when we went to Derwent Hill. My favourite part was when we did the night walk. 



Bonne Chance Year 6! 

 
Y5 have been writing about an imaginary town called Jolieville and 
the facilities which are in the town. The children wanted to include 
4 swimming pools which makes sense with the recent hot weather! 
Year 2 are becoming experts at the secret signal game which 
gives them a chance to practise new vocabulary. Year 3 have 
been writing a postcard to a friend to describe a trip to Edinburgh. 
Year 4 have been learning how to describe animals in their 
habitats. Finally, we are saying au revoir to our year 6 children, 
and we are certain that they will do very well in their new schools 
as they continue their language learning journey. Bonne chance 
les enfants! Mrs Blackett. 
 

Grangetown Football Stars! 
 

The Girls! 

 
On Wednesday13th July our girls football team took part in the 
finals of the Jill Scott Cup, at the Beacon of Light. We were in a 
group along with Fulwell, Bernard Gilpin and St Cuthbert’s. The 
first two games against Fulwell and Bernard Gilpin were very close 
competitive games seeing Grangetown lose by the odd goal in 
both games. The game against St Cuthbert’s was also very close 
with Grangetown winning by two gaols to one which meant we 
finished third in the group narrowly missing out on the semi-final. 
All of our goals were scored by Masie and Molly. The quality of the 
football played during the finals was excellent and as always our 
girls were an absolute credit to our school. Mr B Newby. 
 

The Boys! 

 
 

The following day a team made up of Y4/5 boys travelled to the 
Ford Hub to take part in the Peter Lightle Trophy. The football 
played was of a very high standard. The boys can be proud of the 
way they competed and their excellent behaviour. Mr B Newby.   

Farewell & Good Luck! And – some ‘Welcomes’! 
Farewells: As we reach the end of the school year, several 

staff are moving-on, and others are joining us – it is normal for 
every school to experience some annual staff turn-over. Miss 
Muldowney, who has taught at GPS for 3 years, is joining 

another school. Miss Forster, our Nursery Nurse in Little Butterflies over 
the past 4 years, has a new job in the NHS. Miss Eggleston, after 4 years 
at GPS as a Nursery Nurse, has gained a place to study at Sunderland 
University. Miss Barker, after 3 years as a Nursery Nurse and TA, is 
moving-on. We also say farewell to Mrs Macdonald, Lunchtime Assistant. 
We would like to thank these colleagues for their valued contribution to 
Grangetown, and we wish them the best of luck for the future. 

Welcome to GPS! We are delighted to welcome: Mrs Raymond, our 

new Nursery Nurse in Little Butterflies; Mrs Atchison, our new Admin and 
Finance Officer; and Miss Gregg, who joins us as a Teaching Assistant in 
Key Stage 1. We are pleased to announce that Mrs Rimmington is joining 
our team on contract, after a very successful 2 terms on supply as a 
Teaching Assistant in Yrs 5 & 6. Also, Miss Henry is now a permanent 
member of our Office team – she previously worked in the Office for part 
of Summer 2020 & Spring/Summer 2021, did a great job, and now takes 
on the important role of Admin & Finance Officer, alongside Miss Burlison 
& Mrs Atchison. In Sept we welcome 3 new Lunchtime Assistants: Mrs 
Young, Mrs Sullivan & Mrs Landless. We have also taken-on 3 new 
Cleaners, following our decision to employ our cleaners directly (rather 
than through the Council): Amy Marsh, Thomas Jopling, & Melanie 
Stobbart will join Paula Dixon, and they’ll keep the school sparkling clean! 

Exciting times ahead for all at GPS - onwards & upwards!  
 

Our Staff Team for September: TEAM GPS! 
 

Senior Team 

Mr McAnaney - Headteacher 

Mrs Russell – Deputy Headteacher 
 

Office Team 

Miss Henry – Admin & Finance Officer 

Miss Burlison – Admin & Finance Officer 

Mrs Atchison – Admin & Finance Officer 
 

Teaching Team 

Yeargroups  
& Classes 

Teachers Support Staff 

Little Butterflies Overseen by Mrs 
Hanlon 

Mrs Stobbart – Room Lead 
Mrs Raymond – Nursery Nurse 
Mrs Andrews – Nursery Nurse am 

Nursery Mrs Hanlon & 
Mrs Mitchell 

Miss Davison, Miss Hope,  
Miss Haley, Mrs Andrews pm 

Reception Miss Holyoak Miss Pickering 

Year 1 Miss Tose Miss Nixon 
Miss Gregg 

Year 2 Mrs Roberts Miss Duggan 

Year 3BB Miss Beetham & 
Mrs Bracknall 

Mrs Evans (Miss Christie) -  plus 
another TA to be confirmed in 
September. 

Year 3HC Miss Cassidy 

Year 4 Mrs Millican 

Year 5AM Miss McLoughlin 
Mr Newby 

Year 5AB Miss Barnett 

Year 6SH Miss Hunter 
Mrs Rimmington, Mrs Dobson 

Year 6VS Miss Stell 
 

Mrs Blackett will be teaching French. Arj will lead football, and Britney will teach 
Dance. Mrs Davies will teach performing arts. There’s also Mr Batten, our Site 
Supervisor and Caretaker, plus our 4 cleaners, our team of Lunchtime Assistants, & 
4 Council kitchen staff. We will issue a full list of staff during the 1st week of term. 
 

 

 Summer break starts at 1pm on Fri 22
nd

 July. 
 School reopens to pupils on Tues 6

th
 Sep. 

Thankyou from the GPS Staff Team! 
To all GPS families – thankyou for the fantastic support you have 
given your child, and school, this year. Have a wonderful Summer 
holiday, and we will see you in September for the start of what will be 
another very special year at GPS, full of amazing learning 
opportunities for every child. 

Wedding Bells! I know you will join us in congratulating 
Miss Henry and Miss Barnett, both of who are getting married 
over the Summer! Miss Henry will become Mrs Saiger-Burns, 
and Miss Barnett will be Mrs Wight.  
 


