
                Places available for September 2022! 
 
 We are still taking applications for Reception, for Sep 2022. 

 Was your child born between 1/9/2017–31/8/2018? 

 We also have places in Nursery (both the 2 and 3 year olds) 

 Please contact school for more details, and a tour of our Early 

Years if you wish. We look forward to meeting you. 

 Also, you can apply here: https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-

admissions-infant-junior-primary  

 

Our Sunny Friendship Picnic! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nursery and Reception enjoyed a fantastic PSHE 
friendship picnic on the last day of term. We all 
enjoyed friend themed areas, and partnered up 
with someone in the other class. We were so kind 
to one another. We made friendship bracelets, 
flower pictures and then enjoyed a picnic outdoors 
in the sunshine. We had cakes, crisps and some 
juice. It was so lovely! Miss Holyoak. 

 

Multiplications Mornings in Y4! 

 
In year 4, we are now holding a ‘multiplications morning’ 
where children and parents/carers are invited into class from 
8.30am each Wednesday morning. There are times tables 
games, computer activities, multiplications colouring and a 
selection of worksheets for the children to practise their times 
tables – and ‘answer rainbows’ for helpers! Knowing times 
tables is so important and will help the children in all of their 
maths fluency and recall. Thank you very much to those who 
have attended so far. We look forward to seeing as many 
Year 4 children as possible joining us each week. Mrs 
Millican & Miss Cassidy. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE places for 2 year olds!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 Age 6 months – 2 years 

 Led by Donna, experienced Nursery Nurse. 
Book through Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown 
 

 

 

Nursery visit the GPS Library! 

 
The Nursery children had their very first visit to the 
GPS library this month! We had a great time selecting 
a story to read, and looking through all the pictures. 
We then chose a favourite story for Miss Holyoak to 
read to us at the end. It was a great first visit, and we 
can’t wait to go back! Miss Holyoak. 

We’re Getting Taller in Nursery! 

 
Nursery have been learning how to measure this 
month! We made some predictions about who was the 
shortest and tallest member of our class and we were 
correct! We drew our heights on the big paper on the 
wall and looked at how different we all were. We will 
continue to do this as we grow and see how much we 
change! Miss Holyoak  
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Science is Electric in Year 4! 

 
The Y4 children had a wonderful science afternoon 
investigating how to construct different circuits. They 
had the opportunity to test how to use bulbs, buzzers 
and motors. They made a circuit with different 
numbers of cells and bulbs to see if there were any 
differences and used their circuits in light boxes that 
they had made as part of their Design Technology 
lessons. They used different switches and made their 
own switches using their understanding of materials 
that are conducts and materials that are insulators. 
Well done to all of our Y4 scientists! Mrs Millican. 
 

Nursery visit the Toon!  
 

 
 

Our Nursery children enjoyed a fantastic day visiting 
the Great North Museum and The Discovery Museum. 
We saw lots of exciting historical exhibits, some 
animals and sea life and some huge dinosaurs. We 
also got the chance to see lots of science exhibits with 
mirrors, shadows and magnets! We learned about the 
River Tyne and saw some amazing boats. We also got 
to use mirrors and a fun soft play area, where we could 
see our reflections. We saw some crystals, which were 
so bright and beautiful! We also saw an Egyptian 
simulation, where we saw creepy snakes crawling on 
the floor! We designed some gorgeous hand prints too. 
What a fabulous day. The children behaved so well, 
and we have learned so much! Miss Holyoak & Mrs Hanlon. 
 

 
 
 
 

Year 4 Swimming at Southmoor 

 
Y4LM had a fabulous afternoon when they began their 
set of swimming lessons at Southmoor. They all went 
into the water and demonstrated their fabulous 
abilities. The children completed a range of different 
activities including floating in or across the water, 
making starfish, swimming across the pool, holding 
their breath as ‘mushrooms’ under the water and using 
noodles to swim on their front and back. The children 
all enjoyed themselves and are really looking forward 
to their next few weeks. Mrs Millican. 
 

Handball for Year 3! 

 
On Friday 1

st
 April, Year 3 attended a Handball festival 

at the Raich Carter Sports Centre.  Despite walking to 
the centre in the heavy downpours, the children had an 
excellent afternoon and thoroughly enjoyed the 
session. The children initially took part in a variety of 
activities and games which focussed on throwing and 
catching skills before moving onto mini handball 
games. The children demonstrated agility, coordination 
and stamina and begun to develop an understanding 
of individual and team tactics. Year 3 showed 
exemplary behaviour throughout and they represented 
our school brilliantly. Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Y2 Gymnasts Shine at AAA Sports! 

 
 

Year 2 had a fantastic afternoon when we visited AAA 
sports. The children got the chance to try out lots of 
different gymnastics equipment, including the parallel 
bars, the beam, springboard and horse. A firm 
favourite was the large trampolines where the children 
learnt how to do various jumps and a seat drop. Well 
done to Ayaan, Max and Ruban who earned a 
certificate for being stars of the session! Mrs Roberts. 

Places available for September 2022! 
 We are still taking applications for Reception, for Sep 2022. 

 We also have places in Nursery (both the 2 and 3 year olds) 

 Please contact school for more details. 

 



Little Butterflies Easter Eggstravaganza! 

 
The children enjoyed celebrating Easter in Little 
Butterflies. We read an Easter story called ‘We’re 
going on an egg hunt’. The children enjoyed lifting the 
flaps to find the eggs. We then had our very own 
Easter egg hunt in our garden. The children were very 
excited and enjoyed finding all the different chocolate 
eggs which the Easter bunny hid. He hid them very 
well, but our Little Butterflies are very good at hunting 
especially when it’s for chocolate eggs. We also made 
some chocolate egg nest cakes which the children 
took home to eat. By the Little Butterflies Team.  
 

Marshmallow Maths for Year 2! 
Y2 enjoyed building 3D shapes using 
cocktail sticks and marshmallows. 
We’ve been learning the names and 
properties of shapes - the children 
enjoyed creating the shapes and 
discovering how many faces, edges 
and vertices each shape had. Of 
course we couldn’t let the 
marshmallows go to waste so the 
highlight of the lesson was sharing 
them out between the class at the 
end! Mrs Roberts & Mrs Mitchell. 

 
Ain’t no mountain high enough, for Year 6! 

In geography (Spring 
2), Y6 learned about 
mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes. 
They’ve also been 
reading a beautiful 
picture book in 
English called 
Mountains of the 
World. The children 
learnt about the four 
different layers of the 
earth and how they 
play a part in the 

formation of mountains 
and volcanoes. They were excellent at 

using the correct terms, such as ‘tectonic plates’, to 
explain how mountains are formed. Were you always 
taught that Mount Everest is the tallest mountain in the 
world? Well, the children now know that’s technically 
not true. Make sure to ask them so they can tell you 
which mountain has been robbed of its title! Miss 
Hunter & Miss Stell.  

Year 5 explore ‘The Dam’! 
In Spring 2, the 
children were reading 
the story ‘The Dam’ by 
David Almond, linked 
to our fantastic 
Geography topic – 
Rivers. The story 
follows a young girl 
and her father, who 
are both musicians, as 
they visit an 
abandoned village that is about to be hidden by a new 
dam. The children discussed the importance of dams 
and why we have them, including looking at some of 
the negative effects these could have on population of 
areas and animal habitats. We then wrote our own 
‘How to Guide’ on moving from your home. We worked 
in groups to see how the people of the village would 
have felt and what they would have done when 
needing to relocate, and then collated our answers 
together to write our own piece - they are beautifully 
written! Well done Year 5! Miss Muldowney. 
 

Year 4 are World Explorers!  
This term in Year 4, 
the children have 
been learning all 
about the northern 
and southern 
hemispheres. They 
have explored the 
continents that sit 
within each 
hemisphere and 
identified the 
differences in 
physical features, 
population and 

pollution. The children 
have researched different countries within the 

continents and located them on a map and globe. 
They then looked more closely into South America and 
the 12 countries that make up the continent. The 
children have used a catchy song to help them 
remember the 12 countries in alphabetical order. The 
children will also be creating an Ebook using all of the 
information and key facts they have learned for one of 
the South American countries. Miss Cassidy & Mrs Millican.  
 

Easter Raffle!  
A huge thankyou to our 
Friends of GPS group 
for organising our Easter 
Raffle. Mrs Cowans is 
definitely the world 
champ at putting 
together raffle prize 

bouquets! The Raffle 
raised a grand total of £74.80 for the school. A big Well 
done to The Friends of GPS, from staff and children. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Warm Welcome to our French Friend! 
We had a visitor from across 
the channel recently. Oliver 
spent the day in school, 
helping the children with 
their language learning. He 
was very happy to tell us all 
about his life in France. We 
asked him lots of interesting 
questions. It was a 
wonderful opportunity for 
everyone to learn about 

what is similar, such as his love of 
burgers, and what is different – did you know that 
children in France do not wear a uniform at school? 
We enjoyed speaking and singing in French to show-
off our pronunciation. A highlight was the chance to 
hear a story read by a native French speaker, it was 
lovely to see everyone listening so intently. Merci 
beaucoup Oliver et Bon Voyage!  Mrs Blackett. 
 

Y5 Gymnasts show their Skills! 

 
 

Here are Y5KM enjoying their final gymnastics lesson 
of the half-term, using our apparatus. We used our 
balance, travelling and rolls knowledge and skills to 
create fabulous gymnastic routines! Miss Muldowney. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term Writing Awards! 

 
We recently have re-launched our termly Writing 
Awards! The Awards celebrate the content of writing, 
and also recognise effort and improvement in writing. 
Two children will be chosen per class, every term, and 
they will receive a Certificate and a special 'GPS 
Writing Award' pencil! The latest awards, presented on 
28

th
 April, were for Spring Term. Well Done to the 

children selected for an Award - a great achievement! 
 

Groundworks Easter Holiday Scheme 

 
Our Groundwork holiday scheme was a great success! 
Forty children every day took part in lots of fun 
activities, indoors and outdoors, including arts and 
crafts, games and sports. They enjoyed healthy 
breakfasts, and loved the delicious hot dinners. 
Highlights of the 4 days included a clay sculpture 
session, sherbet making, fitness sessions, a climate 
workshop, and a session with the Wild Oyster Project! 
Thankyou and Well Done to the staff at Groundwork! 
 

Our ‘New’ Roundabout! 
The photos on the roundabout on Ryhope Road, next to The Alex, will be updated soon. Here are 

the new versions – what do you think? We think they look fantastic!  
See them in colour on Ryhope Road (soon)! (& in the online version of this Newsletter of course!) 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Mon 9th - Thur 12th May: Year 6 SATs week (including Breakfast Club M-Th). 
Thur 12th/19th/26th May: Year 3 Sea to Shore - Explore! (external visits). 
Tues 17th May: Y5/6 Swimming Gala at Aquatic Centre. 
Fri 20th May: Y5 St Peters and Museum trip. 
Fri 27th May:Red, White & Blue Non-Uniform Day – 50p donation please - Jubilee! 
Mon 30th May - Fri 3rd June - Half term, School closed. We re-open Mon 6th June. 


