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Year 5 Medium Term Planning for English - Writing 
National curriculum objectives Key vocabulary  
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
• Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
• Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
• Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 
• Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 
• Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with 

an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 
• Learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appendix 2 
Indicate grammatical and other features by:  
• Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 
• Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
• Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
• Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent 

clauses 
• Using a colon to introduce a list 
• Punctuating bullet points consistently 
Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately and 
appropriately in discussing their writing and reading. 
 

 

• Modal verb 
• Relative pronoun 
• Relative clause 
• Parenthesis 
• Dash 
• Bracket 
• Cohesion 
• Ambiguity 

Knowledge and Skills 
Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Queen of Darkness  Holes Wild animals of the North 
Text: Write a five part narrative which has 
clear links between each section  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly 
Purpose: To entertain and engage young 
readers 

Text: Write a concise recount in a specific 
form 
Audience: Children who want to learn 
about the Romans 
Purpose: To recall information about a 
visit 

Text: Write a narrative which is both tense 
and humorous   
Audience:  Children during an English 
assembly 
Purpose: To entertain a wide range of 
readers  

Text: Write a comparative non-
chronological report which suits the 
formality of the audience.  
Audience: A children’s online 
encyclopaedia  
Purpose: To inform in a concise but clear 
manner  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use literary devices such as repetition, 

alliteration,  and “rule of three” 

• Use brackets for parenthesis  
• Choose nouns and adjectives for clarity  
• Experiment with moving parts of a 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Begin to use dialogue to convey 

character. 

• Begin to experiment with the passive 
voice 

• Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity  
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• Use inverted commas to demarcate 
speech, and commas to separate 
reporting clauses.  

• Use fronted adverbials, separated with 
a comma, which create links between 
paragraphs. 

• Begin to use fronted prepositional 
phrases  

• Use conjunctions and adverbials to 
create cohesion between paragraphs  

sentence to create different effects 
• Use accurate and precise technical 

vocabulary  
• Use modifying adjectives to add detail 

or to qualify a point.  

• Use relative pronouns, including whom.  
• Indicate degrees of possibility using 

adverbs  
• Use rhetorical questions to amuse the 

reader.  
• Use adverbials of time, place and 

manner 
• Use a wide range of conjunctions to link 

ideas, and to show contrast 
• Carefully select proper nouns to 

suggest character traits  

• Use expanded noun phrases to convey 
more complex meaning clearly 

• Accurately use both the past and 
present tense within a piece of writing.  

• Ensure there is a well-structured final 
paragraph to re-orientate the reader 

• Begin to use parenthesis to provide the 
reader with additional detail  

Greater depth 
• Change the atmosphere of the story 

and have a solid understanding of how 
language choices and sentence 
structure change to adapt the 
atmosphere.  

• Edit or re-write the recount so that it is 
suitable for two audience (children and 
their parents). 

• Use shifts in formality to suit both 
intended readers.  

• Adapt the story and use repetition of 
phrases, ideas and motifs to change the 
focus of the story 

• Create an additional genre within the 
non-chronological (either instructions 
or explanation) and use the appropriate 
formality to suit the genre.  

Spring half term 1 Spring half term 2 
Harry Miller’s Run  Song of the Dolphin Boy The Dam 

Text: A narrative which is inspired by a 
particular author  
Audience: David Almond  
Purpose: To show how an author can 
inspire writing  

Text: A formal persuasive letter  
Audience:  Staff at Seven Stories 
Purpose: To persuade a local venue to 
host a David Almond exhibition.  

Text: Writing a narrative from another 
character’s view point 
Audience:  Children during an English 
assembly  
Purpose: To use emotive language to 
convey a message or meaning. 

Text: A linear procedural text 
Audience: Judges at Blue Peter (Green 
Badge Award)   
Purpose: To show understanding of a 
procedure   

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Begin to experiment with wider 

figurative language, including clichés  
• Understand why non-standard English 

may be used within a piece of writing  
• Begin to include relative clauses using a 

range of relative pronouns 
• Begin to use clauses to drop in 

additional detail about a character 
• Identify language choices made by an 

author and use them within own 

• Use second person pronouns to engage 
with the reader 

• Use modal verbs to indicate degrees of 
possibility  

• Show awareness of the reader by 
including humour or word play. 

• Use the rule of three 
• Effectively use rhetorical questions to 

engage the reader  
• Structure paragraphs to move from 

general statements to more specific 
examples 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use relative clauses, using a range of 

relative pronouns 
• Understand how to chance nouns and 

adjectives into verbs by adding suffixes 
• Show a contrast between inward 

feelings and outward actions by 
choosing contrasting language  

• Begin to use the subjunctive form to 
show character’s thoughts or feelings 

• Use adverbials to make links within 

• Use parenthesis to provide the reader 
with additional detail 

• Avoid use of ‘you’ to make writing more 
formal 

• Use factual adjectives to avoid 
ambiguity  

• Adapt degrees of formality and 
informality to suit the form of the 
instructions 

• Use relative clauses to add further 
information relevant to the reader  
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writing.   paragraphs  
• Begin to use metaphors 

Greater depth 
• Adapt the story for a different 

audience, aiming for consistency and 
style (write for a KS2 audience, rather 
than an adult) 

• Re-draft the letter by including quotes 
or references to add a level of formality 
to the letter. 

• Change the story to show parallel 
narrators where events are portrayed 
at the same time. 

• Change to a non-linear structure with 
language choices which signal where 
the reader should look.   

Summer half term 1 Summer half term 2 
The 1000 year old boy  The Jamie Drake Equation Counting on Katherine 

Text: A non-linear narrative showing 
changes in time  
Audience: Children during assembly 
Purpose: To use language which can signal 
changes in time  

Text: A balanced discussion text  
Audience: Alfie from 1000 year old boy 
Purpose: Discuss whether a character 
should take a particular action (taking of a 
life pearl)  

Text: A narrative with a clear narrative 
voice 
Audience: The character’s father 
Purpose: To use dialogue, language and 
structural features to show a view point 

Text: A concise and impersonal 
explanation text  
Audience: Visitors to a science exhibition 
Purpose: To explain a process in a concise 
manner 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Begin to use commas to avoid 

ambiguity.  
• Use adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility 
• Use parenthesis to provide the reader 

with additional detail, understanding 
the weighting of dashes.  

• Deliberately choose vocabulary to 
repeat 

• Use the correct speech punctuation, 
including the punctuation within 
speech.  

• Use relative clauses, including those 
where the relative pronoun is omitted 

• Understand and use adverbs and modal 
verbs to indicate degrees of possibility. 

• Use conditionals within sentences to 
show theories  

• Begin to use semi-colons and colons 
within writing 

• Use adverbial phrases to make links 
between paragraphs  

 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use commas to clarify meaning and 

avoid ambiguity  
• Use metaphors to create mood and 

embellish description  
• Use repetition for effect  
• Use correct speech punctuation  
• Choose dialogue carefully to advance 

the action of the story. 
• Begin to use semi-colons and colons 

within writing  
• Describe setting using a range of 

devices including imagery, sensory 
details and symbolism 

• Plan, compose, edit and refine an 
explanation text showing awareness of 
the reader  

• Use parenthesis to add clarification of 
technical vocabulary  

• Alternate between formal and informal 
language where appropriate (e.g. You’ll 
be surprised to know that) 

• Use conjunctions showing cause and 
effect  

• Use correctly punctuated relative 
clauses to provide further information 

• Use preposition phrases and expanded 
noun phrases to add detail, 
qualification and precision   

Greater depth 
• Redraft a section of the non-linear 

narrative to show changes in 
atmosphere and mood.  

• Combine a discussion text with a non-
chronological report  

• Add an additional narrative voice 
demonstrating a change in formality 

• Transform the writing to include a 
mixture of styles which would suit 
multiple audiences. 

• Look at embedding other text types, or 
other audiences based on a shift of 
formality. 

 


