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Year 4 Medium Term Planning for English - Writing 
National curriculum objectives Key vocabulary  
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range 

of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 
• Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 
• Using fronted adverbials 
• Learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2 
Indicate grammatical and other features by: 
• using commas after fronted adverbials 
• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 
• using and punctuating direct speech 
• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately 
and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading 

 

• Determiner 
• Pronoun  
• Possessive pronoun 
• Adverbial 
• Plural 
• Cohesion 

Knowledge and Skills 
Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Cinderella on the Nile The story of Tutankhamun Pugs of the Frozen North Rise Up 
Text: Write a narrative showing a familiar 
story with a varied and rich vocabulary 
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly  
Purpose: To create a descriptive 
atmosphere  

Text: Write a recount in the first person in 
the form of a letter 
Audience: Visitors to an Egyptian 
exhibition  
Purpose: To inform the reader about 
Egyptian culture  

Text: Write a narrative which has a well 
structured climax and resolution  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly  
Purpose: To entertain and create a 
powerful description   

Text: Write an explanation of how 
something works  
Audience: Other children who want to 
learn about inventions (reading a class 
webpage) 
Purpose: To explain how a machine works  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Plan and write their own version of a 

familiar story focussing on varied and 
rich vocabulary  

• Begin sentences with ‘’ing’ verbs and 
use a comma to separate the 
subordinate clause  

• Ensure capital letters for proper nouns 
are used accurately.  

• Use expanded noun phrases to add 
clarity to a sentence 

• Use possessive pronouns within 
sentences 

• Maintain the first person throughout 
writing  

• Use apostrophes to show plural 
possession  

• Ensure accuracy and consistency in 
subject use of past tense and subject-

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use repetition in a sentence that gives 

three actions  
• Begin to use determiners to clarify 

(their, those, these,) 
• Use inverted commas for dialogue, with 

a capital letter for the word following 
the inverted comma. 

• Begin to use fronted adverbials to begin 

• Use an impersonal tone when 
explaining 

• Structure paragraphs to ensure clarity 
for the reader 

• Use nouns which avoid repetition  
• Use prepositions within a sentence  
• Use comparative adjectives 
• Include diagrams to support their 

writing 
• Use adverbs to show time and cause 
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• Begin to use expanded noun phrases to 
add additional detail 

• Use inverted commas to show dialogue, 
plus comma to separate the reporting 
clause.  

• Confidently use adverbs to show time, 
place and manner. 

verb agreements 
 

sentences. 
• Choose verbs carefully to represent the 

desired effect on the reader  

within sentences and at the beginning  
• Use conjunctions which show cause 

and effect   

Greater depth 
• Choose vocabulary which will provoke 

sympathy or dislike of a character  
• Change the form in which the recount 

is written (e.g. to a diary) 
• Choose the text and language features 

to suit the new form 

• Re-draft the conflict stage of the 
narrative and use devices to build 
tension 

• re-draft the explanation in an informal 
style, changing the language to suit the 
new audience  

Spring half term 1 Spring half term 2 
Leo and the Gorgon’s curse  The Wild Robot  

Text: A narrative which uses 
organisational devices to guide the reader 
Audience: Children in Y3 who will be 
reading books by the same author  
Purpose: To structure a text by the choice 
of language  

Text: A persuasive advertisement 
Audience: School P.E. Co-ordinator  
Purpose: To persuade Mrs Bracknall to 
arrange a mini school Olympics  

Text: A narrative with a clear and 
atmospheric setting 
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly 
Purpose: To create a vivid image in the 
reader’s mind. 

Text: A descriptive non-chronological 
report  
Audience:  Children reading a survival 
guide 
Purpose: To inform the reader of different 
dangerous animals  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use fronted adverbials to begin 

sentences 
• Develop the use of sentences with 

more than one clause 
• Begin to understand and use the past 

progressive tense  
• Use pronouns to create cohesion across 

paragraphs and avoid repetition. 
• Use repeated words and phrases to 

create cohesion across paragraphs  
• Use effective similes within writing  
• Understand and use prepositional 

phrases 

• Understand and use the past perfect 
tense  

• Understand and use standard English 
forms for verb inflections (we were 
instead of we was) 

• Begin to understand and use hyperbole 
• Maintain a formal style throughout an 

extended piece of writing  
• Carefully choose rhetorical questions to 

engage the reader 
• Choose precise nouns, adjectives and 

verbs for a desired effect on the reader. 
• Use power of three sentences within 

the writing  
• Choose pronouns and nouns within and 

across sentences to aid cohesion.  
 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Understand and use the present 

progressive  
• Confidently use fronted adverbials 

within writing  
• Begin to experiment with wider 

figurative language, including 
onomatopoeia and alliteration 

• Understand and use noun phrases to 
add detail 

• Use expanded noun phrases which 
have been modified with preposition 
phrases 

• Correctly use possessive apostrophes 
after plurals  

• Use rich and varied vocabulary 
identified through reading  

• Use generalising language  
• Maintain the present tense throughout 

writing  
• Understand the difference between 

fact and opinion  
• Use a wider range of subordinating 

conjunctions (because, although, while) 
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Greater depth 
• Edit and redraft a section of the 

narrative, looking at how adverbial 
phrases and pronouns can be used to 
organise a text. 

• Re-draft the persuasive text to a TV 
advert. 

• Use vocabulary and linguistic devices to 
suit the new form 

• Transform the narrative with a change 
in atmosphere  

• Explore how language changes when 
writing in the past by writing about an 
extinct animal.  

Summer half term 1 Summer half term 2 
The explorer What the elephant heard The Sound of Silence 

Text: A narrative which writes in role as 
the character  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly 
Purpose:  

Text: A recount in the form of a formal 
letter 
Audience: David Attenborough to use in 
his new documentary 
Purpose: To show sequential events  

Text: A narrative which has a strong 
central character 
Audience: The new class teacher  
Purpose: To entertain and show good 
characterisation 

Text: A compare and contrast non-
chronological report  
Audience: People visiting a museum 
wanting to learn about a historical person 
Purpose: To form part of a museum 
exhibition  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Maintain the 1st or 3rd person 

throughout writing  
• Use fronted adverbials to begin 

sentences and demarcate with a 
comma 

• Begin to experiment with wider 
figurative language, including 
personification  

• Use a wide range of sentence types 
• Organise paragraphs around a theme or 

time, and choose pronouns or nouns to 
make links between paragraphs.  

• Use an introductory paragraph which 
answers who, what, when where and 
why 

• Write in chronological order, making 
links between paragraphs  

• Maintain a formal tone throughout an 
extended piece of writing  

• Show control over the choice of tense 
within writing  

• End with a closing statement or 
paragraph to re orientate the reader 

• Effectively use conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to express time, cause 
and place.  

 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Understand and use the present 

perfect tense 
• Begin to experiment with relative 

clauses to add additional information to 
the reader 

• Use a wide range of sentence types and 
begin to think about their impact on 
the reader.  

• Use figurative language within the 
description 

• Use expanded noun phrases which are 
modified by adjectives, nouns and 
prepositional phrases.  

• Maintain writing within the third 
person 

• Guide the reader through the text by 
carefully selecting layout features 

• Use cohesive words or phrases which 
compare or contrast ideas  

• Choose appropriately technical 
language and provide a glossary which 
shows an understanding of the reader 

• Use a wider range of subordinating 
conjunctions (whereas, rather, even 
though)  

• Correctly use apostrophes to show 
plural possession 

Greater depth 
• Re-draft the narrative to write from 

two perspectives  
• Write a recount in the style of a diary 

and propose own changes to make to 
suit the new form  

• Develop additional characters and add 
detail to settings using adjectives and 
figurative language.  

• Consistently use dialogue sparingly to 
effectively add detail to the writing and 
support characterisation  

• Re-draft to make the text suitable for a 
different audience and purpose (e.g. an 
entry in a non-fiction book) 

 


