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Year group: 1 Subject Area: History  Unit: Local History  Subject Leader: A McLoughlin 
 

Prior linked knowledge 
Knowing what history is and 
that famous people from the 
past are important today 

National curriculum objectives 
Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality  

Future linked knowledge 
Knowing about the history of the area near the school 

Notes Cross-curricular links 
Art: drawing/painting objects from the old school 

Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
Use of old photographs.  
Old rocking horse from the old school 
Looking at the parts of the old school that still exist (wall 
round play park, girl/boy entrance signs from old school in 
courtyard)  
Speaking to a parent/teacher that went or taught at the old 
school. 

Lesson Sequence 
A Study of the old Grangetown Primary School 
Lesson 1 
How can we find out about the 
past? 
What did our school look like in 
the past?  
 
To know that we can find out 
about the past by looking at 
objects, photographs and 
things around us.  To know 
how our school looked 
different in the past and why  
 
 

Lesson 2 
Why was the old Grangetown 
Primary School demolished?  
 
To know when the old school 
was built and when it was 
demolished.  To know why 
buildings have to be 
demolished and why 
Grangetown school was 
demolished. 
 

Lesson 3 
How were the school days 
different in the old school 
compared to ours today? 
 
To know that as well as the 
school building changing, what 
the children did and how they 
were taught was different.  To 
know and understand some of 
differences. 
 
 
 

Lesson 4 
What are the artefacts/objects 
that were used in the old 
school? 
 
To know the names of the 
some of the objects that were 
used in the old school 
(chalkboards, bell, etc.).  To 
know why these aren’t used 
today and why and some 
objects we use in school were 
not used then (iPads, 
computers etc.)  

Lesson 5 
Why does change happen? 
 
To know that things change over 
time and there is a need for it.  
To know that is due to buildings 
getting older and not in a good 
condition, technology changing 
and improving etc. 
 
  
 

 

Key vocabulary (specific vocabulary will depend on what is focused upon in each lesson)  
Artefacts 
Past 
 

Demolished  
Dangerous  
  

Lessons 
Uniform 
Equipment  
Technology  
School day  
 

Artefacts  
Change 
Technology 
Chalkboards 
Bell  

Change 
Technology  
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Key skills throughout unit 
• Use language such as old, new, long time ago 
• Answer questions using an artefact or a photograph 
• Answer questions using a range of artefacts 
• To make predictions using the knowledge they have  
• Put objects in chronological order from recent history 
• Identify the main differences between old and new objects 
• Answer questions using an artefact or a photograph 
• Answer questions using a range of artefacts 
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Year group: 1 Subject Area: History  Unit: Study of a famous person within the UK  Subject Leader: A McLoughlin 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Knowledge of what history is 
Knowledge that history is about 
the past  

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievements.  Some should be used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods  

Knowing about a famous person from outside of the UK 

Notes Cross-curricular links 
English: Story of the famous person 
Art: drawing a portrait of the famous person  
ICT: researching the famous person  

Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
Looking at objects and photographs about the famous 
person 
Hot seating activity  

Lesson Sequence 
Lives of Significant People 

Lesson 1 
What does it mean to be 
famous? Can you name 
someone who is famous 
and why you think they are 
famous? How does 
someone become famous? 
 
To know what it means if a 
person is famous.  To know 
that the many types of 
people can be famous.  To 
know the different ways 
that a person can become 
famous  

Lesson 2 
Who is this famous person? 
 
To know who this person is 
and why they are famous.  
To know when this person 
was born, died and where 
they lived in the UK. 
 
*Possible famous people 
could include: the 
monarchy, Guy Fawkes, LS 
Lowry, Beatrix Potter or 
Grace Darling   

Lesson 3 
What events lead up to this 
person becoming famous?  
 
To know and understand 
the events that led up to 
make this person famous.   
 
 
 

Lesson 4 
What event made that 
person famous?  
 
To know the key event that 
made that person famous 
and how it links to the 
events that led to it 
 
 
 

 

Lesson 5 
What impact did the key 
event have on the person’s 
life?  
 
To know how that key 
event changed that 
person’s life.  To know if it 
was a good or a bad 
change. 

 Lesson 6 
How did this famous person 
have an impact on people’s 
lives today? 
 
To know how and what the 
famous person did in the 
past has an impact on our 
lives now.   

Key vocabulary (Specific vocabulary will depend on who the famous person is)  
Fame 
Famous  

Born 
Died 
Lived  

Events 
Time line 
 

Key event 
 

Impact 
Changed  

Impact 
Now 
 

Key skills throughout unit 
• Use language such as old, new, long time ago 
• Answer questions using an artefact or a photograph 
• Answer questions using a range of artefacts 
• To explain what the word famous means  
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• To make predictions using the knowledge they have  
• To find out more about a famous person from the past and carry out some research on him/her 
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Year group: 1 Subject Area: History  Unit: Within Living Memory  Subject Leader: A McLoughlin 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
 Changes within living memory.  Where appropriate, these should be used to 

reveal aspects of change in national life  
Be able to order objects chronologically using a time line 
(life of a famous person) 
Knowing life was different in the past ( event a person 
from a long time ago) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
 PSHE:  looking at yourself now and as a baby  

Art: Using IT to make a picture of the toys, drawing of the toys 
Looking at range of toys 
Artefact boxes from Sunderland Museum  

Lesson Sequence 
Toys Old and New  

Lesson 1 
What is history?  
 
To know what history is. and to 
know that some objects are new, 
some are old and that they were 
used a long time ago 

Lesson 2 
Which toys did previous 
generations play with?  
 
To know that the toys their 
parents and grandparents played 
with, will be different from their 
toys.  To identify toys that are 
old or came from the past 

Lesson 3 
How are toys that previous 
generations played with different 
to our toys that we play with 
now? 
 
To know which toys are old and 
which are new.  To identify the 
ways in which they are different  
 

Lesson 4 
What chronological order can 
we put the toys in? 
 
To know what a time line is and 
that objects are placed on it in a 
chronological order. To know 
which objects are the oldest 
and which toys are the newest 
and why. 

Lesson 5 
What are these older 
objects/toys used for? 
 
To know the uses of different 
toys or objects and who might 
use them. 
 

Key vocabulary 
History 
Old  
New  
Long time ago  

In the past 
Generations 
Parents 
Grandparents  

New 
Modern 
Electricity  
Battery  

Chronological order 
Time line 
Oldest 
Newest  

Older 
Uses 
Belong to  

Key skills throughout uni 
• To know and understand what the word history means 
• Put objects in chronological order from recent history 
• Identify the main differences between old and new objects 
• To discuss what objects/toys might be used for 
• Use language such as old, new, long time ago 
• Answer questions using an artefact or a photograph 
• Answer questions using a range of artefacts 
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