
3Thursday, April 25, 2013    www.sunderlandecho.com SUNDERLAND ECHO

CARPETS • VINYLS • LAMINATES
RUGS & ROLL STOCK

SAT
NAV

SR2 9TW

Unit 7, Queens Court,
Leechmere Ind. Est.,Sunderland

Tel: 0191 523 7979
3rd left from Leechmere Road next to OnSpec & Jacksons Beds

www.telfercarpets.co.uk

CARPETS & FLOORING

Telfer
CARPETS • VINYLS • WOOD

SAT
NAV

SR2 9TW

Unit 7, Queens Court,
Leechmere Ind. Est.,

Sunderland
Tel: 0191 523 7979

3rd left from Leechmere Road next to OnSpec & Jacksons Beds
www.telfercarpets.co.uk

CARPETS & FLOORING

FULL HOUSE DEAL FROM £549
including carpet, underlay, gripper and trims- based on 80m2

stepstep

Telfer

stepstepspringspring
stepstepspring
stepstepspringspringspringspringspringspringspringspring

in your

feel thefeel the

springspringspringspring

Text us on 07501 940 247 with sizes and
colour we will respond with a price

Injured sister
needs ongoing
plastic surgery

A career of bravery to safeguard others
HARRY Watts was born into a life of 
poverty in Sunderland’s East End in 
1826, the youngest of five children.

His first job was at the age of nine, 
working at the Garrison Pottery, but 
constant hunger eventually drove him 
to go to sea.

With his first voyage, at 14, came 
his first rescue, when a fellow 
apprentice fell overboard and nearly 
drowned on the way to Quebec.

The life-saving dramas continued 
as he worked as a diver on the Wear 
and in the next three decades he 

saved another 26 lives.
He was also a Sunderland Lifeboat 

and Life Brigade volunteer and 
assisted in saving another 120 
people.

But courageous Harry did not 
confine himself to rescuing the living. 
In 1879 he dived for bodies following 
the Tay Bridge disaster and in 1883 
he pulled crushed children from a 
tragic stampede at the Victoria Hall.

Finally, his bravery was recognised 
in the 1860s with a clutch of medals. 
A decade later they were stolen, 

however, while on display at James 
Williams Street Christian Lay Church.

It was left to an American, the 
philanthropist millionaire Andrew 
Carnegie, to finally offer Harry a 
financial reward for his bravery – in 
the form of a small pension in his old 
age.

After a life packed with heroism, 
Harry passed away on St George’s 
Day, 1913. Sunderland Cemetery 
in Grangetown was his final resting 
place – where a weathered stone still 
marks the spot.

By JANE O’NEILL
jane.oneill@northeast-press.co.uk

FORGOTTEN hero Harry 
Watts has finally been cele-
brated – exactly 100 years 
after he died.

The Sunderland diver res-
cued dozens of people from 
drowning in the Wear, but sadly 
his name had faded from mem-
ory over the years.

However, two Wearside au-
thors are hoping to bring him 
back into the spotlight – with 
support from a well-known 
writer.

Richard Callaghan and Dav-
id Simpson, both from Durham 
City, put pen to paper to retell 
brave Harry’s story.

The pair, who both work for 
publishing company My World, 
based in Rainton Bridge, joined 
celebrations at Sunderland’s 
Museum and Winter Garden, 
where a meeting room has 
been named after the lifesaver 
to mark the centenary of his 
death.

Richard, 26, said they were 

inspired to tell Harry’s tale after 
Sunderland-born history author 
Terry Deary told them about his 
mission to make the city hero 
famous.

“We knew who he was but 
didn’t know a massive amount 
about him,” he said.

“When you start digging 
you realise how important he 
was.

“It was quite a tragic story.”
Co-author David, 44, added: 

“He had some amazing chal-
lenges in his life - severe illness, 
two wives died, his mother-in-
law went missing.”

Pupils from Grangetown and 
Newbottle primary schools 
also joined the event, to sing 
a song based on the life on the 
East End lad’s life.

City author Terry Deary set 
out to make Harry famous, af-
ter discovering his incredible 

life, with help from Echo nos-
talgia writer, Sarah Stoner.

Terry, who is working on a 
series of adult history books 
called Dangerous Days, said: 
“This book is something 
that can be passed around 
schools, something concrete 
children can get their hands 
on.

“They don’t need to come 
to a museum or go looking 
for a blue plaque.

“Harry Watts can come to 
you.”

Harry’s relatives Val Ni-
chols, from Crook, and Gil-
lian Wesson, from Durham, 
were at the book launch and 
have avidly read about their 
great uncle, three times re-
moved.

Gillian, who lives in Old 
Esh, said proudly: “He was 
a true British hero.”

Harry Watts: The For-
gotten Hero, is available at 
www.myworld.co.uk.

Courage of Harry Watts celebrated century after death

Marking the life  
of a hero diver

TRUE HERO: Authors Richard Callaghan and David Simpson with pupils from Grangetown 
Primary holding their book about Harry Watts, right, and the cake, below right.

From Page One
Wearside sisters had been “ex-
tremely close” before violence 
flared in March last year, and 
had described themselves as 
being “the best of friends”.

Prosecutor Kevin Wardlaw 
told the court there had been 
a misunderstanding over meet-
ing arrangements earlier in the 
day, but it is unclear exactly 
what prompted the violence 
when the pair were drinking at 
Miss Humphrey’s home.

He said: “For whatever rea-
son, an argument developed 
between the two sisters.

“The argument escalated 
and became violent, with the 
defendant slapping the com-
plainant across the face with 
what was believed to be part 
of a mobile telephone hand-
set. The argument escalated 
further. Both began wrestling 
with each other, scuffling and 
pulling each other’s hair.”

The court heard the fight 
ended up in the kitchen, with 
the sisters ending up in a bear 
hug.

Mr Wardlaw added: “The 
defendant reached around and 
got a knife, either from the sink 
area or a drawer, the complain-
ant could not say which, and 
began slashing the complain-
ant. This escalated further.

“At one point, the defendant 
was seen to pick up a glass and 
break it, then jab the glass into 
the face of her sister. There 
were many injuries.

“A total of 50 stitches were 
inserted into the complain-
ant’s face. Treatment is ongo-

ing, plastic surgery will be re-
quired for some time to enable 
to injuries to hopefully heal.”

Conroy told police during 
interview she had struck her 
sister’s face only once with the 
broken glass.

But Mr Wardlaw told the 
court: “The medical expert 
said the extent of the injuries 
to her face are unusual for a 
single attack with a broken 
glass, and much more likely it 
was thrust repeatedly into Eve-
lyn Humphrey’s face.

“She had superficial injuries 
to her arms and body.”

The court heard Conroy has 
written a letter of apology to 
her sister, which the police 
have been unable to pass on 
due to her bail conditions.

Judge Roger Thorn ad-
journed the case for a fortnight 
for an updated victim impact 
statement to be taken.

The judge said the attack 
was a “ghastly incident.”

Conroy, of East Grange, 
Sunderland, who admitted un-
lawful wounding, was granted 
bail in the meantime.

Judge Thorn warned her: 
“All options must remain open, 
including a lengthy prison sen-
tence. Whatever the sentence, 
you will remain sisters and 
you have family that links and 
overlaps.

“To your family and friends 
this must all be devastating.”

Robin Patton, defend-
ing, said the letter of apology 
written by Conroy, who was 
also injured in the fight, was 
“heartfelt.”


