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There are more armed police 
officers in Northumbria than 
ever before as forces across 
the country gear up against 
the combined threat of terror-
ism and surging violent crime.
 According to the latest fig-
ures from the Home Office, 
Northumbria Police had 151 
armed officers as of the end of 
March, when the last national 
head count was taken.
 This was an increase from the 
previous year, when there were 
146 officers, and an increase of 
57% from ten years ago, when 
current records began.
 In the 12 months to March 
2018, 195 armed police opera-
tions were conducted, down 
from 197 the previous year.

Force has 
more armed 
officers

Sunderland’s Fans Museum 
is throwing open its doors to 
the public.

Although the museum, in 
North Bridge Street, is not of-
ficially up and running , it was 
open for people to have a look 
around before the Black Cats’ 
opening game of the season at 
home to  Charlton Athletic on 
Saturday.

And anyone who fancies a 
preview can pop in ahead of 
the next two home fixtures.

 Sunderland take on Shef-
field United in the Carabao 
Cup on Thursday, August 16, 
and Scunthorpe United in the 
Sky Bet League One on Sun-
day, August 19.

Take a look 
around the 
Fans Museum

The Government’s Small Busi-
ness Commissioner will visit 
the North East in September 
as part of a crackdown on late 
payment to small firms.

Paul Uppal will take part in 
a Q&A event with small busi-
nesses on September 4, to 
highlight how he is address-
ing the issue of late payment, 
which collectively costs small-
er enterprises £2.5billion a 
year.

A limited number of free 
tickets are available for the 
event at Middlesbrough Col-
lege’s STEM Centre, which 
takes place between noon and 
1.30pm. To secure a place, visit 
EventBrite.

Get lowdown 
on problem of 
late payment

youngsters say bonjour to learning

Youngsters put France in the picture. Grangetown Primary School youngsters enjoy their first French day.

Students at a Sunderland 
primary school said bonjour 
to a special day of learning.

A French Day was held 
at Grangetown Primary 
School to celebrate the end 
of the first year of learning 
the language.

The day included music, 
stories, drama, art, singing, 
history and food tasting, all 
with a French twist.

And, pupils looked the 
part with their berets and 
striped T-shirts.

The teachers joined in 
too with one dressed as the 
French flag.

L e s  M c A n a n e y , 
headteacher at Grangetown 
Primary, said days like this 
help to create the interna-
tional ethos which is so val-

ued at the school.
He said:  “Learning 

about the wider world, 
and understanding that 
in the end we are all one 
big global family, is so im-
portant.

“Our French Day was a 
huge success, and is very 
much part of our wider 
approach to teaching in-
ternational awareness in 
a fun and relevant way.”

Grangetown teacher 
Clair Blackett – known as 
Madame Blackett to the 
Grangetown pupils – or-
ganised the day and was 
overjoyed that it went so 
well.

She said: “The day 
helped to bring France 

alive for the children. They 
learned so much about French 
culture, it was fun, and all of 
the activities were very engag-
ing and hands-on.”

The special day got un-
der way with an assembly 
led by storyteller Natalie 
Paris, all about a friendly 
mole who welcomed his 
friends into his home on a 
cold winter’s night. Young-
sters then tucked into a 
tasty French breakfast of 
croissants, French batons, 
baguettes, butter and jam, 
fruit juice, and hot choco-
late.

A group of Year 9 pupils 
from they city’s Southmoor 
Academy were on hand 
throughout the day with their 

French teacher, who 
taught the pupils a 
French song.

A c r o s s  t h e 
school, a wide va-
riety of activities 
took place, all designed 
to celebrate France, 
including a boules 
tournament, an 
Eiffel Tower-
themed art 
workshop, 
l e s s o n s 
o n  t h e 
Fre n c h 
Revolu- t i o n 
and a French Cafe.

All classes took part in 
an energetic and interac-
tive outdoor activity based 
on the Tour de France.
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Pupils celebrate first  
year of learning French

Three cheers for the Eiffel Tower.




