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Sunderland school which 'goes the extra mile' for children 
gets praised by Ofsted
Neil Fatkin: 19/1/2023

Inspectors highlighted how pupils are happy at the school and described the “strong sense of 
community” in which children “are safe and well cared for”.

The report highlighted how the pupils said the “best thing about their school is their teachers” with 
inspectors fulsome in their praise of the children’s “positive attitudes to learning” and respectful 
behaviour.

“Delighted” headteacher Mr McAnaney said: “Every member of staff has worked incredibly hard to 
develop the school, demonstrating a huge commitment and dedication. Our staff are talented, highly-
skilled, very caring and always go the extra mile. Our Ofsted success is a real team effort.”

Deputy headteacher Lesley Russell added: “We’d like to thank and congratulate the children, and we 
are now discussing some special ways we can reward them for their success.”

Lead inspector Philippa Kermotschuk commended the school on its development of children’s 
literacy and the support provided for children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

She said: “Phonics and reading have been a particular focus for leaders. Pupils speak positively 
about reading. They can discuss their favourite books and genres."

Pupils at Grangetown Primary School celebrating their good Ofsted report. (Left to right) Ryan 
Robson, 10, Daniel Foster, 11, Trinah Odili, 10, Juliette Atkinson 11, Tilly Jackson 11, Anthony 
Kean, 10, Ellamay McKibbin 10, and Esther Adegbemi 10.
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"All staff have been effectively trained on how to deliver the phonics programme. As a result, it’s 
delivered consistently across the school. Pupils read books that match the sounds they know and 
interventions are used to help pupils who struggle with learning to read to catch-up.

“Provision for pupils with SEND is a strength of the school. Leaders support pupils and their families 
to access specialist help where needed. Children with SEND in the Early Years are identified quickly. 
Teachers adapt activities to ensure that pupils with SEND can access the curriculum alongside their 
peers.”

Ms Kermotschuk also praised the school’s wider development of pupils, highlighting how children 
“spoke enthusiastically about trips they’ve been on and the wide range of clubs they are able to take 
part in”.

Chair of Governors Simon Briton said: “The Report sums-up the hard work of staff, children and 
governors, and also shows just how supportive and involved parents and carers are in the work of 
the school. This is a great platform for the ongoing development of Grangetown”.
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