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Religious Education Policy 
 

 
 

1. Legal Requirements 
 

The RE curriculum forms an important part of our school’s spiritual, moral and social teaching. Our 
school RE curriculum is based on the Sunderland Local Authority’s (LA) Agreed Syllabus and it 
meets all the requirements set out in that document. The Education Act 1996 states that an Agreed 
Syllabus must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, 
whilst taking account of the teachings and practices of the other principal religions represented in 
Great Britain. It must be nondenominational and must not be designed to convert pupils to a 
particular religion. The Education Act allows parents to withdraw their child from religious classes if 
they so wish, although this should only be done once the parents have given written notice to the 
school governors. 

 

2. Religious Education at Grangetown Primary School  
 

Religious Education is an important element in the broad and balanced curriculum that we provide 
at Grangetown Primary School. Through our RE curriculum we provide opportunities to develop 
children’s knowledge and understanding of world religions and to reflect on the challenging 
questions that RE provokes.  
 
The aims of religious education at GPS are:  

 To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other religions and consider 
how the beliefs of others impact on their lives and the lives of others.  

 To encourage children to ask and reflect on challenging questions.   

 To provide opportunities for personal reflection where children can explore their own beliefs (not 
necessarily religious).   

 To encourage children to appreciate and respect the different cultures in today’s society. 

 To develop knowledge of Christianity, Buddhism, Sikhism, Islam and other major world religions 
and value systems found in Britain. 

 To develop investigative and research skills and to enable them to make reasoned judgments 
about religious issues.  

 To have respect for other people’s views and to celebrate the diversity in society. 
 
The RE curriculum includes: 

 

 Knowledge and Understanding of Religion 

 Critical Thinking  

 Personal Reflection 

 

3. Whole School Organisation  

 

Planning 
 

At Grangetown Primary School we plan our RE based on the Sunderland LA agreed syllabus. The 
long and medium term plans ensure that there is progression throughout the school and that 
children are building upon knowledge learnt and skills taught in previous years. Our topics are 
designed so that pupils develop knowledge and understanding of the principal religions in Great 
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Britain and Christianity is taught as a core religion in both key stages. Our RE curriculum allows 
children to see the similarities within the major religions and make connections. Each year group 
will use festivals in a variety of religions. Where possible, teaching will be supplemented with trips to 
places of worship or visits from people from religious communities. 

 

Focus Areas by Key Stage 

 

Foundation Stage 
In EY, the children will explore the world of religion by looking at special people, festivals, books, 
times, places and objects. 
 

Key Stage 1 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Pupils can recognise and name features of religious life and practice.  

 They can recall religious stories, and recognise symbols, and other verbal and visual forms of 
religious expression. 

 They identify how religion is expressed in different ways. 
 

Critical Thinking 

 Children are able to express their views and give simple reasons to support these.  

 Pupils recognise that some questions cause people to wonder and are difficult to answer. 

 Pupils talk about, what they find interesting or puzzling and what is of value and concern to 
themselves and to others. 

 

Personal Reflection 

 Pupils reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values. 

 To reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and be aware of the experiences and feelings 
of others. 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Pupils describe some of the beliefs and features of religion, recognising similarities and 
differences.  

 They make links between beliefs and sources, including religious stories and sacred texts.  

 They begin to identify the impact religion has on believers’ lives.  

 They describe some forms of religious expression. 
 

Critical Thinking 

 In response to the religious material they learn about, pupils are able to express their views and 
support them using a plausible reason or reasons.  

 They show some awareness of other people’s views.  

 Pupils ask important questions about religion and belief 
 

Personal Reflection 

 Reflect on their own feelings, ideas and values and appreciate that not all people think, feel and 
believe the same.  

 They reflect on what influences them, making links between aspects of their own and others’ 
experiences. 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 

 Pupils can demonstrate understanding of some of the beliefs and features of religion through 
the RE concepts and make some links between them.  
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 They can describe some similarities and differences both within and between religions.  

 They describe the impact of religions on people’s lives.  

 They suggest meanings for range of forms of religious expression. 

 

Critical Thinking 

 In response to the religious material they learn about, pupils can express their own views using 
sound reasons.  

 Show understanding of differing views and can give reasons to support an opposing view (i.e. 
they can see both sides of an argument). 

 

Personal Reflection 

 Reflect on their own beliefs, ideas, feelings and values and develop empathy for people with 
differing beliefs and experiences. 

 

(ii) Time Allocation 
As detailed in the Sunderland SACRE document, the recommended time allocation for Key Stage 
One pupils is approximately 36 hours per year and Lower/Upper Key Stage 2 is 45 hours per year. 
RE at Grangetown Primary School can be delivered in a variety of ways such as a slot every week, 
an afternoon every few weeks, a block of lessons or a dedicated day. 

 

(iii) Assessment 

 Children’s understanding, knowledge and skills are assessed through observation, discussion, 
questioning and written work.  

 Foundation Stage pupils will be assessed in line with the Development Matters document and 
Reception children will be assessed against the Early Learning Goals.  

 RE will have clearly defined learning objectives, shown on the planning sheets, and these are 
shared with children as part of assessment for learning, in a ‘child-friendly’ way. 

 

(iv) Continuity and Progression 
We draw upon the revised National Curriculum, and upon our Long & Medium Term Planning, to 
ensure that skills are built upon in a progressive way. Discussion between teachers informally, and 
in Key Stage and Staff meetings, and the passing on of information at the end of the year, ensures 
cohesion, both within year groups (every skill taught builds upon skills already acquired) and 
between year groups.  

 

(v) Cross Curricular Links 
RE can be interweaved through topics and themes and it can be taught through cross-curricular 
links including English, History, DT  and drama and other activities or  events (visits to local places 
of worship, Museums etc). As noted, this does not weaken the teaching of RE-specific skills – 
rather it provides a context within which those skills can be taught in a meaningful and relevant way. 
RE can also be taught as a stand alone subject, depending on the content being taught.  

 

(vi) Reporting to Parents 
Children’s work and achievements for each school year are reported through the end of year report. 
In addition, teachers will use their own professional judgment to notify parents of any concerns &/or 
achievements as they see fit. Parent’s also have the opportunity to meet with teachers in Autumn 
and Spring term through Parent Consultation days.  

 

4. Lesson Management and Organisation of Teaching 
 

(i) Planning 
 

Teachers plan using a variety of teaching styles in order to provide a broad curriculum: 

 Long term plans show the national curriculum coverage at KS1 and KS2 
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 Medium term planning involves planning for a topic or theme over a term, in addition to planning 
where a subject area is taught discretely. MTP shows the key skills that the children will be 
taught in RE that term. 

 Short Term plans are the weekly planning and this includes a section for the objectives/skills 
being taught, details of the activity and the success criteria. The teacher then evaluates the 
lesson against the success criteria.  

 

(ii) Special Educational Needs 
We aim to make access to the arts equal for all our pupils including our SEN pupils and gifted and 
talented pupils. Provision will be made for pupils with special educational needs, where this affects 
their ability to participate and achieve in an Art lesson. The curriculum will be differentiated through 
the use of differing pupil groupings, adapted equipment and different levels of pupil activity.  
Children may need additional teacher or TA support, at times, to help them access the Curriculum. 

 

(iii) Differentiation – meeting the needs of all pupils 
At Grangetown Primary School Art is taught to all children, whatever their ability. We recognise that 
within classes, there is a wide variety of abilities and so we provide suitable learning opportunities 
that are matched to the needs of all children. This is done through providing support, differentiating 
activities and using a range of teaching and learning styles within lessons.  
 

(iv) Equal Opportunities 
All children have equal access to the RE curriculum, whatever their background or ability. Teaching 
is differentiated appropriately. 
 

(v) Health and Safety Implications  
All teachers are responsible for safety in their own lessons. All teaching and learning follows the 
school’s Health and Safety policy.  

 

4. The Role of the RE Coordinator 
The RE Coordinator is responsible for the monitoring and implementation of the RE Curriculum, 
and the management of RE resources, as follows: 

 take a lead in policy and planning development, in consultation with colleagues 

 monitor progress in RE and advise on any action needed [see (ii) below] 

 support colleagues in their development of detailed work plans and the implementation of the 
scheme of work and in assessment and record keeping activities 

 take responsibility for the purchase and organisation of central resources [see (iii) below] 

 keep up to date with developments in RE, locally and nationally, and disseminate this 
information to colleagues. 

 
Monitoring 
Monitoring of the curriculum is achieved through scrutiny of planning and through discussion in staff 
meetings and key stage meetings. For all Core Subjects, and for Foundation Subjects which are ‘in-
focus’, the Coordinator is allocated non-contact time, some of which will be employed in observing 
teaching and learning. A short annual written account of progress is produced by the Coordinator.  
 

Organisation of Resources 
Each class teacher has resources stored in the classroom, to match the areas of the curriculum 
they are teaching. There is also a cupboard which contains various boxes of RE resources which 
are readily available to use and which is stocked frequently. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Catherine Tose - RE Coordinator  
 

 This Policy was developed through staff consultation, in Autumn 2020. 

 It will be reviewed & updated in Autumn 2022 (or sooner if there are changes to either the 
statutory requirements or to our Curriculum). 


