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We introduced the Berol Handwriting Scheme in September 2013. 
 
 

We would like to acknowledge the support we received from the Paula Thompson, Headteacher of  
Benedict Biscop Primary School, and from Diane Curley, Acting Deputy Head at Hylton Red House  

Primary School (now Assistant HT at Northern Saints Primary). They introduced us to the Berol  
materials, and kindly invited our staff to visit and learn more about making this approach successful. 

 
 
 



The importance of Handwriting 
 

Jotting down a shopping list, writing a birthday card, taking down a phone message, completing a form at the bank 

….handwriting is part of our daily lives. It is on show to others and may be used to make judgments about us. 

 

Writing has a very long history. It began as simple pictographs drawn on a rock, which were then combined to represent ideas 

and developed into more abstract symbols. Just like our writing today, early symbols were used to store information and 

communicate it to others. 

 

In recent years, modern technology has dramatically changed the way we communicate through writing. However, despite the 

increased use of computers for writing, the skill of handwriting remains important in education, employment and in everyday 

life. 

 

Time devoted to the teaching and learning of letter formation in the early years will pay off. Legible writing that can be produced 

comfortably, at speed and with little conscious effort allows a child to attend to the higher-level aspects of writing composition 

and content. This is important when assessments are based on written work, particularly in time-limited written examinations, 

which remain as a major form of assessment for many formal qualifications. Without fast and legible handwriting, students may 

miss out on learning opportunities and under-achieve academically. 

 

Beyond formal education, most employment situations will involve at least some handwriting and any require the 

communication of critical information (e.g. medical notes, prescriptions). 

 

Thus, handwriting with pen and paper still has an important role from early childhood through our adult lives, But more and 

more, people are shifting from paper to electronic modes of communication. Interestingly though, many personal computers 

now have handwriting recognition capability so that handwriting as means of interacting with computers is becoming more 

pervasive. It seems, therefore, that even in this modern age, handwriting remains an important skill for communication. 

 
Source: http://www.nha-handwriting.org.uk/  

http://www.nha-handwriting.org.uk/


Handwriting – a complex fine-motor skill 
 
Handwriting is a complex fine motor task requiring co-ordination of the muscles in the upper limb, wrist, hand and fingers plus a 
stable posture. For young children it is essential first to check that they are developmentally ready to tackle handwriting. An 
easy check is their ability to accurately copy an oblique cross (X). It is also important that they have established hand 
dominance for writing (left or right-handed). 
 
Once ready, the child must be ‘set up’ correctly to make handwriting comfortable and provide a stable base to develop those 
fine motor skills. Ensure that the table and chair are at the right height so that they can sit with their feet flat on the floor and 
rest their wrist and forearm on the table. Next make sure the writing paper is in the best position on the table: ideally angled 
slightly down to the right for a left hander and up for a right hander. Also not directly in front of the child, but offset to the writing 
side of the body. 
 
Now we are in the best position, it is time to pick up the pen or pencil. Holding the pen incorrectly is a common cause of writing 
difficulties, including experiencing pain and fatigue. Getting the grip right at an early age is much easier than correcting later. 
Check that the wrist is below the writing line, especially for left-handers, and is stable, remaining in contact with the writing 
surface. Also check the pen or pencil is held in a tripod grip between thumb and first two-fingers as this is the most efficient and 
angled towards the shoulder. 
 
The child must now learn how to form and connect letters correctly and efficiently, ideally developing a fluent cursive script with 
appropriate letter sizing and spacing and keeping to the writing line. Handwriting can only be mastered when these skills are 
automatic, typically at approximately 8 years old. Legibility is vital and can be compromised by difficulty with these functions. 
Check also that the child is not pressing too hard on the paper and is not having to write very slowly to maintain legibility. Verify 
that the child is not experiencing pain to write, they will never enjoy writing if it hurts! 
 
Children should find handwriting a joy to learn and practice, not a painful, frustrating chore. However many find handwriting 
difficult, frustrating and painful, which greatly impacts the legibility, speed and content of their writing. Making some simple 
checks at an early age and with the use of readily available resources, many of these difficulties can be overcome. Where 
required, adaptive pencils, pens and grips help the child to hold the pen or pencil correctly. Writing slopes help to stabilise the 
wrist and encourage correct sitting posture. Handwriting programs are also available to help with the development of letter 
formation and fluency. All of these resources, more handwriting tips and help and useful contacts are available via the National 
Handwriting Association website. 
 
 
Source: http://www.berol.co.uk/professionalarti.php  

http://www.berol.co.uk/professionalarti.php


Introduction 
 
We encourage children to take pride in the presentation of their written work, but also to make them aware that different 
degrees of neatness may be appropriate for different tasks. They are helped to see that there is a balance between speed and 
legibility which is dependent on the purpose of writing: the product or the final draft of a piece of writing, needing the greatest 
attention to handwriting skills.  
 
Although we have many opportunities to practise handwriting skills across the curriculum, we also provide regular lessons for 
teaching and revising these skills. The frequency and length of these lessons varies according to the age and competence of 
children but take place at least twice a week.  
 
Formal handwriting is taught through the use of the BEROL scheme, which has been developed on the following key principle: 
 

 That handwriting is a life long skill, which allows children and adults to communicate effectively. 

 That handwriting is not a separate curricular subject. 
 

Aims 

 

Through the teaching of handwriting our aims are to: 

 Understand the importance of clear presentation in order to communicate meaning 

 Take pride in the presentation of work, developing handwriting with a sense of enjoyment and achievement 

 Be supported in developing correct spelling quickly through a multisensory approach to handwriting 

 Be able to write quickly to aid expressing themselves creatively and imaginatively across the curriculum and for a range 
of purposes 

 Develop a fluent, comfortable, legible, joined handwriting style 

 Know when a joined or printed style is most appropriate 

 

Whole School Organisation and Management 

 

(i) Planning 

 Planning is done with reference to the English Programme of Study  

 Planning is also based on formative assessment, teaching the gaps in learning  

 Using the handwriting scheme, teachers work through each week to ensure they have covered what is required over the 
term  

 Teachers produce a half termly medium term plan which includes outcomes for handwriting   



 This as well as the handwriting scheme is used to plan weekly sessions  
 

(ii) Time Allocation 

 Handwriting is taught through a twice weekly (at least) handwriting lesson; however this is then practised and applied 
throughout other writing activities.  

 Handwriting might also be taught during daily English workshops and during other allocated parts of the day.  

 Some children may also be involved in fine motor/ handwriting interventions throughout the week, which will focus on 
their areas of weakness.  

 

 

Guidance Notes 

 

Foundation Stage 
 
FS children will be given opportunities for pre-writing activities to develop fine motor control, left/right hand eye co-ordination 
and muscle development. Teachers own writing will reflect the school scheme and will be modeled to the children during whole 
class or group guided writing activities. Great emphasis will be placed on teaching the correct posture, position and grip from 
the beginning and this should be carefully monitored and corrected where necessary. 
 
Name cards are used in FS so that the children can see what their name looks like and how the letters of their name are 
shaped/formed. Then they explore this by tracing over the letters with their fingers, pencils, pens etc. and then try to copy write.  
 
Children will be taught how to hold the pencil correctly (using Froggy Legs- see picture) and how to have the correct writing 
posture. 

 
Left-handers should have no greater difficulty in learning to write well than right handers. They will 
automatically move the paper slightly to be a more comfortable angle so that their writing is visible. They 
will be reminded to start on the left of the page. 
 
We aim to provide opportunities for using a variety of paper and a range of writing tools. Lines will also 
be given so that children can start to practise writing on a line.  
 

The order of introducing letters in FS will link to Letters and Sounds and the order that they are taught within that.  
 



Letter formation needs to be taught in conjunction with the letter formation handbook which all teachers and TAs have. Correct 
formation of capital letters will be taught alongside lower case.  

 

Foundation Stage Pre-Handwriting 

 

 Finger printing inside a shape. 

 Playdough – moulding this will help develop fine motor skills. 

 Threading beads – this will help develop their hand eye co-ordination. 

 Exercises to develop gross motor arm actions, use dowling with a ribbon attached to twirl. 

 Chalk writing on a larger scale- play grounds, during outdoor play etc 

 Paint the table and then using large brushes make patterns. 

 Make patterns in the sand- letter cutters to be available to support letter shapes/formation. 

 Use water bottles and make patterns outside on the floor. 

 Use water pots and paint brushes and draw patterns on the floor outside. 

 Use felt tip pens, chunky and fine, and strips of paper and draw patterns on the line. 

 Mark making in flour, shaving foam, gloop.  

 Using a pencil, ensuring that it is held correctly, children will colour in shapes trying to keep inside the lines. 

 Using a pencil, ensuring that it is held correctly, tracing over the outline of a picture. 
 

Numbers 

 Number formation (from 0-10) will be taught in Foundation Stage- starting with numbers of personal significance. This is 
taught when children can hold a pencil correctly. 

 Teachers model number writing on a daily basis and within maths numbers are taught in the correct order. 
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 

 We then begin to write the numbers on lines by practicing writing a line of each number. 

 The majority of children will be taught to write their numbers in the Spring Term. Some will be taught earlier if they are able to 
hold a pencil correctly some will be taught in the Summer Term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 

 
In Year 1, children are taught the pre cursive style – Berol Scheme page 12. By the end of Year 1 children should be writing in 
the pre-cursive style during all writing activities. We also expect all children in Year 1 to form common capital letters e.g. 
beginning of their name, T for The or They, I, W and A.  
 
By the end of Year Two children will be able to form all letters with exit and entry strokes, a completed loop under the line for g, 
j and y and a round k, v, w, x. They will be able to form capital letters and numbers correctly. This will depend on the level they 
are working at and specific educational needs.  
 

Key Stage 2  
 
Children will be taught a fully cursive script in which ALL letters apart from capital letters will be joined. To set clear objectives at 
the learning stage, letters will be taught in an upright position, vertical to the line. As writers become more fluent, some children 
will naturally slope their writing particularly as speed develops and this is quite acceptable as it gives individual character to the 
writing. However, any sloping must be consistent throughout, and not so exaggerated that legibility is affected. 
 
Children will continue to develop a legible, fluent script which will be able to be adapted for different purposes. Activities 
following on from the work in Year Two, continue with regular reviewing, teaching, practicing and applying.  
 
In KS2, teachers introduce the fact that different forms of handwriting can be used for different purposes, e.g. speed for note -
taking, capitals and printing for notices etc, with the reinforcement of correct posture and grip. 
 



The scheme of Work  
 
The scheme has been developed on the following key principles: 

 that handwriting is a life long skill, which allows children and adults to communicate effectively. 

 handwriting is not a separate curricular subject, but rather a vital skill which contributes to learning across the curriculum. 
 
At Grangetown, handwriting is taught systematically: 

 Modelling by teacher to group or class on class screen or white-board 

 Children practise focus letter formation  

 Children apply to writing, in-context. 
 
In this way the children see handwriting as a skill and not as a separate subject. They learn to apply the script in all writing from 
the beginning and become used to writing their best in all their work as a matter of course. In this way the teacher can focus on 
developing compositional skills of writing rather than transcriptional skills. 
 
To achieve maximum success the following are strongly recommended: 
 

 Handwriting is taught 2-3 times a week or more. 

 Parents are shown how to support their children. 

 Correct posture is encouraged (sitting up-right on chairs, with feet firmly on ground). 

 Left handed children on left side of desk to enable correct arm movement. 

 Sharp pencils are used at all times. Children can achieve a pen license from Year 3 onwards. 

 Posters and small support cards are available at all times until the script is internalized. 

 Staff use the script when modelling for the children. 

 Use correct language to teach the handwriting script. 

 Use consistent language throughout the school to describe shapes of letters. 
 
This scheme is matched to the handwriting strategies and each week, for each term, for every year group a focus objective is 
identified. This does not mean that only this objective is taught in any given week. It does mean that all handwriting is 
developed but is then revised and reinforced through the focus objective. 
 



Year Group: Reception               Term 1 

 

Learning Outcomes/Objectives: 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly [froggy legs] 

 To produce an increasingly controlled line which supports letter formation. 

 To write from L-R. Top - bottom 
 
Reception to use lines from beginning as a guide to space and letter size.   
Children to write on a line as soon as possible. 
 

Resource - Berol Handwriting First Print Alphabet p.11 
 

Autumn 1: 
 
Assessment of handwriting skills.  
Practise handwriting patterns 
 

Autumn 2 
 
Letters and Sounds and Jolly Phonics - Handwriting practise alongside phonemes.  

 
All staff in school should use common language to describe the movement of letters.  
Long ladder letters 
Curly caterpillar letters – begin to introduce the vocabulary immediately. 
One armed robot letters  
Zigzag letters. 



Year Group: Reception                    Term 2 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly 

 To produce an increasingly controlled line, which supports letter formation. 

 To write from L-R. Top - bottom 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To begin to form letters of regular size and shape 

 To begin to put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To begin to write letters using the correct sequence of movements 

 To begin to form lower case letters [as specified] correctly 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively 

 

Week Lower Case Letter Teaching/Learning Objective Worksheet 

1 v    w Start with diagonal downstroke  2:1 

2 x    
 t 

Start with diagonal downstroke 
Start with vertical downstroke 

 2:2  

3 i   j    k Start with vertical downstroke 2:3 

4 l     
f 

Start with vertical downstroke 
Start with upward curve 

2:4 

5 Recap. all Assessment    v w x t l i j k f  2:5 

6 n   m Start with a vertical downstroke and completed in continuous 
movement 

 2:6 

7 r   h Start with a vertical downstroke and completed in continuous 
movement 

2:7 

8 u  
y   

Start with a vertical downstroke and completed in continuous 
movement 
Body of  y should sit on line with only descenders or tail dangling 
below 

2:8 

9 Recap. all Assessment  r n m h u y 2:9 

10 c  o  a  e Start anti-clockwise with curve of letter c moving anti- clockwise 
Start with short horizontal stroke L-R and then curves like letter c 

2:10 

11 c  d  o  g Start anti-clockwise with curve of letter c moving anti- clockwise 2:11 



12 o  q  (join to u) 
 
s 
 
 
z 

g and q circular part sits on line with descenders  
dangling below 
Start with curve like c which is then reversed to form the bottom 
section of the letter in continuous movement. 
Starts at top with horizontal stroke L- R and moves in continuous 
movement through diagonal to the L-R horizontal which forms base of 
letter. 

2:12 

13 ,14 Recap. all Assessment  c e o a d g q  2:13 

 



Year Group: Reception                    Term 3 
 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly 

 To produce an increasingly controlled line, which supports letter formation. 

 To write from L-R. Top - bottom 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of  regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To write letters using the correct sequence of movements 

 To form lower case letters (as specified) correctly 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 
 

Week Lower Case 

Letter 

Teaching/Learning Objective Worksheet 

1 b 
 
 
p    

 Start with the long vertical downstroke to baseline, rising back to mid-point 
before curving clockwise in continuous movement. 

 Start with vertical descender from mid-point, pass through baseline to mid 
point of space below, rising back before curving clockwise to form circular 
part of letter, in continuous movement. 

2:14 

2 Recap all  Assessment s z b p 2:15 

 Upper Case Letters   

3 A B C D   Correct Formation  2:20 

4 E F G H  Correct Formation 2:21 

5 I J K L  Correct Formation 2:22 

6 M N O P  Correct Formation 2:23 

7 Assessment  Writing Profile - Levelling  

8 Q R S  Correct Formation 2:24 

9 T U V  Correct Formation 2:25 

10 W X Y Z  Correct Formation 2:26 

11 Assessment  Upper Case Letters  

12 Revision  Lower and Upper Case Letters  

13, 14 Revision  Lower and Upper Case Letters  



Year Group: Year 1                   Term 1 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form lower case letters correctly in a script that will be easy to join later 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 
 

Guidance: Year 1 children to write on 15mm lines.  
 

Resources: 

 Berol Scheme Preparatory Cursive Alphabet p.12 

 Berol Cursive Foundation Alphabet   p.13 
 

Week Lower Case 

Letter 

Teaching/Learning Objective Worksheet 

1 m n  h Revise Bridge Patterns. To introduce upward linking stroke 2:16,    2A:2 

2 v  w Revise tooth pattern. 2A:1 

3 l  f k  x Revise letter shapes. To introduce upward linking strokes on l 2:17 

4 z  i j s Revise letter shapes. To introduce upward linking strokes on i 2A:1 
2:17 

5 u y t s Revise letter shapes. To introduce upward linking stroke u  2:18 

6 b p Revise loop pattern 2:18 

7 c e o Revise loop pattern  2:19 

8 a d g q [join to u] Revise loop pattern. To introduce upward linking stroke a d 2:19       2A:4,5 

9 Upper Case  Revise all Upper Case Letters  

10 Upper Case  Revise all Upper Case Letters  

11 e To modify e - see Berol Scheme  12[Berol] 

12 g To introduce a completed loop [Berol 1:3 p.16] 12 [Berol] 

13 y To introduce a completed loop [Berol 1:3 p.16] 12 [Berol] 

14 
 

Assessment 
 

Assessment of all lower and upper case letters 
Presentation skills, ensuring line control, same size. 

2A:3,6 
 

 



Year Group: Year 1                   Term 2 

 

Learning Objectives: 
 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of  regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form lower case letters [as specified] correctly in a script that will be easy to join later 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 
 

Week Lower Case 

Letter 

Teaching/Learning Objective Worksheet 

1 j To introduce a completed  loop.[Berol 1:3  p.16]  

2 x  2A:11 

3 k To introduce loop at top 2A:11 

4 u To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 12 

5 v To introduce mid-point linking stroke Berol 12 

6 w To introduce mid-point linking stroke Berol 12 

7 Assessment Presentation / Also letters covered so far 2A:12 

8 u To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

9 v To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

10 w To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

11 i To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

12 a To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

13 c To introduce initial linking up stroke [Berol p.13]  

14 Assessment Presentation / Also letters covered so far  

 



Year Group: Year 1                   Term 3 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of  regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form lower case letters [as specified] correctly in a script that will be easy to join later 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 
 

Guidance: By the end of the year all Year 1 children will have covered the following letters (Cursive Foundation Alphabet): 
  

Week Lower Case Letter Teaching/Learning Objective Worksheet 

1 d To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

2 o To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

3 q To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

4 g To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

5 n To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

6 Assessment Presentation / Also letters covered so far  

7 Assessment Writing Profile Levelled piece of work.  

8 m To introduce upward linking stroke Berol 13 

9  To begin to join basic wave pattern 2:27 

10 ac   ca To begin to join  using wave pattern     ac       ca Berol 16 

11 in To begin to join 2A:13 

12 an To begin to join 2A:14 

13 and To begin to join 2A:15 

14 Assessment  Presentation skills  

 



Year Group: Year 2                  Term 1 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of  regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form lower case letters [as specified] correctly in a script that will be easy to join later 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To begin to use and practice the 4 basic handwriting joins. 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 

 

Guidance: Year 2 will start with 15mm lines and by the end of Year 2 most will start to use 11mm lines.   
 

Resources: Berol Handwriting Scheme 
 

Week Lower Case 

Letter  

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 c o a d g q To practice upward linking stroke. Join to vowel a i u o (diagonal joins to midzone 
letters) 

Berol 13 

2 n m r u v w To practice upward linking stroke. To introduce r . To practice horizontal join to 
midzone letters] 

Berol 13 

3 i t j  To practice upward linking stroke. To introduce tj. To practice diagonal /horizontal 
joins to ascenders [d,t] 

Berol 13 

4 e l To introduce loop on l. To change e. To practice diagonal /horizontal joins to 
ascender l. 

Berol 13 

5 u y To practice upward linking stroke. To practice loop. To practice diagonal/horizontal 
join to descenders[j y q g] 

Berol 13 

6 h k To introduce loop. To practice diagonal /horizontal joins to ascender h,k. Berol 13 

7 Assessment   

8 b To introduce looped b. Berol 13 

9 f To introduce looped f. Berol 13 

10 p To introduce upward linking stroke. To join from p. Berol 13 

11 s To introduce modified s.  Berol 13 

12 x z To introduce modified x z Berol 13 

13 a c d t To revise a c d  t Berol Step 1:1 Berol 16 

14 Assessment    



Year Group: Year 2                  Term 2 

 

Learning Objectives 

 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form lower case letters correctly in a script that will be easy to join later 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To begin to use and practice the 4 basic handwriting joins. 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 

 To practice handwriting in conjunction with phonic and spelling patterns. 
 

Week Lower Case 

Letter 

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 b h k l To practice tall stems and loops. Step 1:2 Berol 16 

2 g j y  To practice downward loops. Step 1:3 Berol 16 

3 lower letters Lower letters reach imaginary midway line. Step 2:1 Berol 18 

4 l b h To practice upward loops. Step 2:2 Berol 18 

5 k To practice in relation to line.Step 3:! Berol 20 

6 f To compare size and position of loop k and f. Step 3:2 Berol 20 

7 Assessment Presentation  

8 o a To join with straight link from mid point. Step 3:3 Berol 20 

9 l m n To begin with a horizontal or rising link depending on previous letter. Step 4:1  Berol 22 

10 s To practice upward diagonal stroke and downward vertical. Step 4:2 Berol 22 

11 r To begin with a horizontal or rising link, depending on preceding letter. End 
with horizontal or dipping link. Step 4:3 

Berol 22 

12 I To practice joining. Step 5:1 Berol 24 

13 i j t 
 

To dot or cross letters. Step 5:2 Berol 24 

14 Assessment   

 

 



Year Group: Year 2                  Term 3 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To hold pencil/pen correctly consistently. 

 To start and finish letters correctly 

 To form letters of regular size and shape 

 To put regular spaces between letters and words 

 To form upper case letters correctly 

 To begin to use and practise the 4 basic handwriting joins. 

 To present work clearly and neatly to communicate meaning effectively. 

 To practice handwriting in conjunction with phonic and spelling patterns. 
 

Week Lower/Upper  

Case Letters 

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 u v 
 

To compare u and v. Step 6:1 Berol 26 

2 v w To practice horizontal link from v, w except when followed by an e. Step 
6:2  

Berol 26 

3 i j t  To cross, dot letters after all joins. Step 7:! Berol 28 

4 t To practice t as a three- quarter letter. To cross through half way line. Step 
7:2  7:3 

Berol 28 

5 Revision Revise all steps  

6 Assessment Writing Profile - Levelling  

7 Revision All joins  

8 B D O P  
 

To practice CL which do not change and do not join. Berol 30-36 

9 C Z To practice CL which do not change and do join. Berol 30-36 

10 V W  To practice CL which change but do not join. Berol 30-36 

11 M N U R K X To practice CL which change slightly and join. Berol 30-36 

12 I To practice CL which change and do not join. Berol 33 

13 T To practice CL which change and do not join. Berol 35 

14 Assessment Presentation skills.  

 



Year Group: Year 3                   Term 1 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To begin to use and practice the 4 basic handwriting joins from Y2. 

 To write legibly in an increasingly joined style. 
 
Although Capital letters are the main focus all children should have regular practice joining lower case letters learned in Y2. 
 

Guidance: 11mm lines. Pens can start to be introduced in the second term, only when the teacher feels that they can join 
consistently with the correct formation. Pen licenses can be revoked after 4 warnings (3 points given at each warning) where 
children will have to go back to using a pencil.  
 

Resources: Berol Handwriting Scheme 
 

Week Upper Case Letter Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 B D O P  
C Z 

To practice CL which do not change and do not join To practice CL which 
do not change and do join.-practice joining to vowels with rising/straight 
link. 

30-36 

2 M N U R K X 
 V W 

To practice CL which change slightly and join - practice joining to vowels 
with rising/straight link. 
To practice CL which change but do not join. 

Berol 
30-36 

3 I  T To practice CL which change and do not join. 33,35 

4 S To practice CL which change and do not join. 35 

5 G  Y 
 

To practice CL which change and join. To practice joining to vowels with 
rising/straight link. 

32,36 

6 Q  E 
 

To practice CL which change and join. To practice joining to vowels with 
rising/straight link. 

32,35 

7 J 
 

To practice CL which change and join. To practice joining to vowels with 
rising/straight link. 

33 

8 Presentation   

9 L 
 

To practice CL which change and join. To practice joining to vowels with 
rising/straight link. 

33 



10 A 
 

To practice CL which change and join from mid point. To practice joining to 
mid-zone letters. 

31 

11 H 
 

To practice CL which do not change and join from mid point. To practice 
joining to vowels with rising/straight link. 

32 

12 F 
 

To practice CL which change and join from mid point. To practice joining to 
vowels with rising/straight link. 

32 

13 C S 
F G  

To practice CL which are followed [commonly] by ascenders h l   

14 Assessment   

 



Year Group: Year 3                   Term 2 
 

Learning Objectives: 
 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To begin to use and practice the 4 basic handwriting joins from Y2. 

 To write legibly in an increasingly joined style, with increasing speed. 
 

Week Lower/Upper Case 

Letter 

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 a c d t 
 

To revise a c d  t Berol Step 1:1 Berol 16 

2 b h k l 
 

To practice tall stems and loops. Step 1:2 Berol 16 

3 g j y  
 

To practice downward loops. Step 1:3 Berol 16 

4 lower letters Lower letters reach imaginary midway line. Step 2:1 Berol 18 

5 l b h 
 

To practice upward loops. Step 2:2 Berol 18 

6 k 
 

To practice in relation to line. Step 3:! Berol 20 

7 Assessment Presentation  

8 f 
 

To compare size and position of loop k and f. Step 3:2 Berol 20 

9 o a 
 

To join with straight link from mid point. Step 3:3 Berol 20 

10 l m n To begin with a horizontal or rising link depending on previous letter. Step 4:1  Berol 22 

11 s To practice upward diagonal stroke and downward vertical. Step 4:2 Berol 22 

12 r To begin with a horizontal or rising link, depending on preceding letter. End with 
horizontal or dipping link. Step 4:3 

Berol 22 

13 i 
 

To practice joining. Step 5:1 Berol 24 

14 Assessment   

 



Year Group: Year 3                   Term 3 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To begin to use and practice the 4 basic handwriting joins from Y2. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 
 

Week Lower/Upper 

Case Letters 

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 i j t  To dot or cross letters. Step 5:2 Berol 24 

2 u   To compare u and v. Step 6:1 Berol 26 

3 v w  To practice horizontal link from v, w except when followed by an e. Step 6:2  Berol 26 

4 i j t   To cross, dot letters after all joins. Step 7:! Berol 28 

5 t  To practice t as a three- quarter letter. To cross through half way line. Step 7:2 Berol 28 

6 tt  To cross double t [Step 7:3]  

7  Assessment  Writing Profile Levelling  

8 CL Revision  CL which almost reach the topline. Step 8:1 
 

Berol 30-36 

9 CL Revision 
 

 CL  joined to following letter Step 8:2 Berol 30-36 

10 CL Revision 
 

 CL not joined, followed by rising lead- in stroke. 

 Step 8:3 

Berol 30-36 

11 CL Revision  CL - A  Step 8:4 To practice joining to letters with horizontal link. Berol 30-36 

12   To practice CL which change and join from base point. To practice joining to 
ascenders. 

 

13   To practice CL which change and join from mid point. To practice joining to 
vowels with rising/straight link. 

 

14 Presentation  Increased fluency  

 



Year Group: Year 4                Term 1 

 

Learning Objectives 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 
 

Guidance: 11mm lines and by the end of Year 4 most will start to use 9mm lines.   
 

Resources: Berol Handwriting Scheme 

 

Week Lower/Upper 

Case Letters 

Teaching/Learning Objective Berol 

1 a c d t 
b h k l 
g j y 

 To revise a c d  t Berol Step 1:1 

 To practice tall stems and loops. Step 1:2 

 To practice downward loops. Step 1:3 

Berol 16 

2 lower letters 
l b h 

 Lower letters reach imaginary midway line. Step 2:1 

 To practice upward loops. Step 2:2 

Berol 18 

3 k 
f 
o a 

 To practice in relation to line. Step 3:! 

 To compare size and position of loop k and f.Step 3:2 

 To join with straight link from mid-point. Step 3:3 

Berol 20 

4 l m n 
s 
r 

 To begin with a horizontal or rising link depending on previous letter. Step 4:1  

 To practice upward diagonal stroke and downward vertical. Step 4:2 

 To begin with a horizontal or rising link, depending on preceding letter. Step 4:3 

Berol 22 

5 i 
i j t 

 To practice joining. Step 5:1 

 To dot or cross letters. Step 5:2 also Step 7:1 

Berol 24 
Berol 28 

6 u v 
v  w 

 To compare u and v. Step 6:1 

 To practice horizontal link from v,w except when followed by an e. Step 6:2 

Berol 26 

7 t 
tt 

 To practice t as a three- quarter letter. To cross through half way line. Step 7:2 

 To cross double tt Step 7:3 

Berol 28 



8 Assessment   

9 Presentation To present work neatly using consistent joined style. Beginner’s 
Cards [red] 

10 Presentation To present work neatly using consistent joined style. Beginner’s 
Cards [red] 

11 Presentation To present work neatly using consistent joined style. Beginner’s 
Cards [red] 

12,13,14 Presentation To present work using informal style.  

 



Year Group: Year 4                Term 2 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 
     

Guidance: 
 
For Term 2 the emphasis is on building up speed and fluency. It is expected that children will be joining consistently and 
continuously throughout their work, unless genre demands otherwise.  
 

Year Group: Year 4                Term 3 

 

Learning Objectives 
 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To ensure consistency in spacing between letters and words. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc  



Year Group: Year 5               

 

Term 1 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 
 

Term 2 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 
 

Term 3 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 



Guidance: 

 For Term 1 the emphasis continues to be on building up speed and fluency. It is expected that children will be joining 
consistently and continuously throughout their work, unless genre demands otherwise. 9mm lines used.  

 For Term 2 and 3 the emphasis continues to be on building up speed and fluency. 

 Differentiated activities should be given to suit children’s needs.  

 It is expected that children will be joining consistently and continuously throughout their work, unless genre demands 
otherwise. 

 Should include 1 assessment activity per term to ensure all joins are correct. 



Year Group: Year 6              

 

Term 1 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 
. 

Term 2 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required     

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 
 

Term 3 
 

Learning Objectives: 

 To ensure consistency in size and proportions of letters. 

 To use joined writing for all writing except where all other special forms are required. 

 To write legibly in a joined style, with increasing speed. 

 To know when to use a clear neat hand for finished, presented work. 

 To know when to use informal writing for everyday informal work, rough drafting etc 

 To build up speed e.g. particularly for notes, drafts, lists etc 

 

Guidance: In Year 6 emphasis continues to be on building up speed and fluency. It is expected that children will be joining 
consistently and continuously throughout their work, unless genre demands otherwise. 

 



Reference 

 
Handwriting Vocabulary List 
 

The line leading into 24 lower case letters is called lead-in rising upstroke (sometimes referred to as an initial rising up 
stroke). This is a line which begins on the line and leads into a beginning/initial letter: 
 

a b c 
 

The line joining 21 lower case letters, to the next letter is called a rising link. This is a line which begins on the line and joins 
with a slope to the next letter 
 

ca ma 
 

The line joining 5 lower case at the mid-way point is called horizontal join 

 

va or  
 
Lower Case Letters 

a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z 

 

Capital Letters 
 
Capital letters do not join to lower case letters 
 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z  

 


