
Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for History 

Year 4 

Chronological understanding Knowledge and interpretation Historical enquiry 

 I can place periods of history on a timeline 
showing periods of time.  

 I can use my mathematical skills to round up 
time differences into centuries and decades.  

 I can explain how events from the past have 
helped shape our lives.  

 I can appreciate that wars have happened 
from a very long time ago and are often 
associated with invasion, conquering or 
religious differences.  

 I know that people who lived in the past 
cooked and travelled differently and used 
different weapons from ours.  

 I can recognise that the lives of wealthy 
people were very different from those of poor 
people.  

 I can appreciate how items found belonging 
to the past are helping us to build up an 
accurate picture of how people lived in the 
past.  

 I can give more than one reason to support 
an historical argument.  

 I can communicate knowledge and 
understanding orally and in writing and offer 
points of view based upon what they have 
found out.  

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can use my mathematical skills to help them 

work out the time differences between certain 
major events in history.   

 I can begin to build up a picture of what 
main events happened in Britain/ the world 
during different centuries.   

 

 I can recognise that people’s way of life in 
the past was dictated by the work they did.   

 I can appreciate that the food people ate was 
different because of the availability of different 
sources of food.   

 I can appreciate that weapons will have 
changed by the developments and inventions 
that would have occurred within a given time 
period.   

 I can appreciate that wealthy people would 
have had a very different way of living which 
would have impacted upon my health and 
education.   

 I can independently, or as part of a group, 
present an aspect they have researched 
about a given period of history using multi-
media skills when doing so.   

 

 



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Geography 

Year 4 

Geographical Enquiry Physical Geography Human Geography Geographical 
Knowledge 

 I can find the same place on a 
globe and in an atlas.  

 I can label the same features on 
an aerial photograph as on a 
map. 

 I can accurately measure and 
collect information (e.g. rainfall, 
temperature, wind speed, noise 
levels etc.).  

 

 I can describe the main features 
of a well-known city.  

 I can use appropriate symbols to 
represent different physical 
features on a map.  

 I can recognise the 8 points of the 
compass (N, NW, W, S, SW, SE, 
E, NE).  

 I can explain what a place might 
be like in the future, taking 
account of issues impacting on 
human features.   

 I can explain how a locality has 
changed over time with reference 
to human features.  

 I can find different views about an 
environmental issue.  What is my 
view? 

 I can suggest different ways that 
a locality could be changed and 
improved.  

 I can locate the Tropic of Cancer 
and the Tropic of Capricorn.  

 I can identify and name the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
as well as the Arctic and Antarctic 
circles.  

 I can know the countries that 
make up the European Union.  

 I can locate and name the main 
countries in South America on a 
world map and atlas.  

 

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can use a range of self selected 

resources to answer questions.  
 

 I can understand the term 
sustainable development.  I can 
use it in different contexts.  

 I can explain what a place (open 
to environmental and physical 
change) might be like in the future 
taking account of physical 
features.  

 I can report in ways in which 
humans both improved and 
damaged the environment.  

 I can explain how human activity 
has caused an environment to 
change.  

 I can name two of the largest 
seas around England.  



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Art 

Year 4 

Drawing Painting Printing Sketch books 
 I can begin to show facial 

expressions and body language 
in my sketches. 

 I can identify and draw simple 
objects and use marks and lines 
to produce texture. 

 I can show reflections. 

 I can explain why I have chosen 
specific materials to draw with. 

 

 I can create all the colours I need. 

 I can create mood in my 
paintings. 

 I can successfully use shading to 
create mood and feeling. 

 

 I can print using at least 4 
colours. 

 I can create an accurate print 
design. 

 I can print on to different 
materials. 

 

 I can use my sketch books to 
express my feelings about 
various subjects and outline likes 
and dislikes. 

 I can produce a montage all 
about my self. 

 I can use my sketch book to 
adapt and improve my original 
ideas.  

 I can keep notes about the 
purpose of my work, in my sketch 
book. 

3D/ Textiles Collage Use of ICT Knowledge 
 I can experiment with and 

combine different materials and 
processes to design and make 
3D form. 

 I can sculpt clay and other 
mouldable materials. 

 I can use textiles and sewing 
skills as part of a project. 

 I can use ceramic mosaic. 

 I can combine visual and tactile 
qualities. 

 

 I can present a collection of my 
work on a slideshow. 

 I can create a piece of art work 
which includes the integration of 
digital images I have taken. 

 I can combine graphics and text 
based on my research. 

 

 I can experiment with different 
styles which artists have used. 

 I can explain art from other 
periods of history. 

 

 



 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for  

Design and Technology 

Year 4 
Developing, planning and 

communicating ideas 
Working with tools, equipment, materials 

and components to make quality 
products 

Evaluating processes and products 

 I have thought of how I will check if my design 
is successful.  

 I can begin to explain how they can improve 
my original design.  

 I can evaluate my product, thinking of both 
appearance and the way it works.  

 I can take time to consider how they could 
have made my idea better.  

 

 I can tell if my finished product is going to be 
good quality.  

 I am aware of the need to produce something 
that will be liked by others.  

 I can show a good level of expertise when 
using a range of tools and equipment.  

 I can work at my product even though my 
original idea might not have worked.  

 I have thought of how they will check if my 
design is successful.  

 I can begin to explain how they can improve 
my original design.  

 I can evaluate my product, thinking of both 
appearance and the way it works.  

 I can take time to consider how they could 
have made my idea better.  

                  Breadth of study 

Cooking and nutrition Textiles Electrical and 
mechanical 
components 

Stiff and flexible sheet 
Materials 

 

Mouldable materials 

 I have thought what they 
can do to present their 
product in an interesting 
way.  

 
 
 
 
 

 I can think what the user 
would want when 
choosing textiles.  

 I have thought about how 
to make my product 
strong.  

 I can devise a template.  

 I can explain how to join 
things in a different way. 

 I can add things to my 
circuits.  

 How have they altered 
their product after 
checking it.  

 I am confident about 
trying out new and 
different ideas.  

 

 I can measure carefully 
so as to make sure they 
have not made mistakes.  

 I have attempted to make 
my product strong.  

 
 
 

 I can use a range of 
advanced techniques to 
shape and mould.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Music 

Year 4 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

 I can perform a simple part rhythmically.  

 I can sing songs from memory with accurate 
pitch.  

 I can improvise using repeated patterns. 
 
 
 
 
 

 I can use notations to record and interpret 
sequences of pitches.  

 I can use standard notation.  

 I can use notations to record compositions in 
a small group or on my own.  

 I can use my notation in a performance. 
 
 
 

 I can explain the place of silence and say 
what effect it has.  

 I can start to identify the character of a piece 
of music.  

 I can describe and identify the different 
purposes of music.  

 I can begin to identify with the style of work of 
Beethoven, Mozart and Elgar. 

 

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can use selected pitches simultaneously to 

produce simple harmony. 
 
 
  

 I can explore and use sets of pitches, e.g. 4 or 
5 note scales.  

 I can show how they can use dynamics to 
provide contrast. 
 

 I can identify how a change in timbre can 
change the effect of a piece of music.  

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for  

Working Scientifically  

Year 4 
Planning Obtaining and presenting evidence Considering evidence and evaluating 

 I can set up a simple fair test to make 
comparisons.  

 I can plan a fair test and isolate variables, 
explaining why it was fair and which variables 
have been isolated.  

 I can suggest improvements and predictions.  

 I can decide which information needs to be 
collected and decide which is the best way for 
collecting it.  

 I can use my findings to draw a simple 
conclusion.  

 I can take measurements using different 
equipment and units of measure and record 
what they have found in a range of ways.  

 I can make accurate measurements using 
standard units.  

 I can explain my findings in different ways 
(display, presentation, writing).  

 
 
 
 
 

 I can find any patterns in my evidence or 
measurements.  

 I can make a prediction based on something 
they have found out.  

 I can evaluate what they have found using 
scientific language, drawings, labelled 
diagrams, bar charts and tables.  

 I can use straightforward scientific evidence to 
answer questions or to support my findings.  

 I can identify differences, similarities or 
changes related to simple scientific ideas or 
processes.  

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can plan and carry out an investigation by 

controlling variables fairly and accurately.   

 I can use test results to make further 
predictions and set up further comparative 
tests.   

 I can record more complex data and results 
using scientific diagrams, classification keys, 
tables, bar charts, line graphs and models.   

 

 I can report findings from investigations 
through written explanations and 
conclusions.   

 I can use a graph or diagram to answer 
scientific questions.   

 
 



 
 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for  
Living Things and my Habitats 

Year 4 
Animals, including humans Living Things & their Habitats 

 I can identify and name the basic parts of the digestive system in 
humans.  

 I can describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the digestive 
system in humans.  

 I can identify the simple function of different types of teeth in humans.  

 I can compare the teeth of herbivores and carnivores.  

 I can explain what a simple food chain shows.  

 I can construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 
producers, predators and prey.  

 I can recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.  

 I can explore and use a classification key to group, identify and name a 
variety of living things.  (plants, vertebrates, invertebrates) 

 I can compare the classification of common plants and animals to living 
things found in other places.  (under the sea, prehistoric) 

 I can recognise that environments can change and this can sometimes 
pose a danger to living things.  

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can classify living things and non-living things by a number of 

characteristics that they have thought of.   

 I can explain how people, weather and the environment can affect 
living things.   

 I can explain how certain living things depend on one another to survive.   
 

 I can give reasons for how they have classified animals and plants, 
using my characteristics and how they are suited to my environment.   

 I can explore the work of pioneers in classification.  (e.g. 
Carl Linnaeus)  

 I can name and group a variety of living things based on feeding 
patterns.  (producer, consumer, predator, prey, herbivore, carnivore, 
omnivore)  

 



 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for  

States of Matter 

Year 4 
States of Matter 

 I can compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases.   

 I can explain what happens to materials when they are heated or cooled.   

 I can measure or research the temperature at which different materials change state in degrees Celsius.   

 I can use measurements to explain changes to the state of water.   

 I can identify the part that evaporation and condensation has in the water cycle.   

 I can associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.   

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can group and classify a variety of materials according to the impact of temperature on them.   

 I can explain what happens over time to materials such as puddles on the playground or washing hanging on a line.   

 I can relate temperature to change of state of materials.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for  
Sound and Electricity  

Year 4 
Sound Electricity 

 I can describe a range of sounds and explain how they are made.  

 I can associate some sounds with something vibrating.  

 I can compare sources of sound and explain how the sounds differ.  

 I can explain how to change a sound (louder/softer).  

 I can recognise how vibrations from sound travel through a medium to a 
ear.  

 I can find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of the 
object that produce it.  

 I can find patterns between the volume of the sound and the strength of 
the vibrations that produced it.  

 I can recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the sound 
source increases.  

 I can explain how you could change the pitch of a sound.  

 I can investigate how different materials can affect the pitch and volume 
of sounds. 

 I can identify common appliances that run on electricity.  

 I can construct a simple series electric circuit.  

 I can identify and name the basic part in a series circuit, including cells, 
wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers.  

 I can identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series circuit, 
based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete loop with a 
battery.  

 I can recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit.  

 I can associate a switch opening with whether or not a lamp lights in a 
simple series circuit.  

 I can recognise some common conductors and insulators.  

 I can associate metals with being good conductors.  
 
 
 

Year 4 (Challenging) 
 I can explain why sound gets fainter or louder according to the 

distance.   

 I can explain how pitch and volume can be changed in a variety of 
ways.   

 I can work out which materials give the best insulation for sound.   

 I can explain how a bulb might get lighter.   

 I can recognise if all metals are conductors of electricity.   

 I can work out which metals can be used to connect across a gap in a 
circuit.   

 I can explain why cautions are necessary for working safely with 
electricity.   

 


