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Our Nepal Adventure! 

 
Miss Hough and Miss Stabler write: During the half 
term holidays we visited Nepal, which is located 
between India and China. The aim of the visit was to 
develop a partnership with Bakina Bal Batika School. 
The Project is fully funded and organized by Global 
School Partnerships, part of the British Council. We 
spent 5 days there and got to all the children and staff. 
We also watched and taught some lessons, however 
we soon realised that our North-Eastern accent was 
very hard for them to understand! Not only did we visit 
the school, we also got to sample the Nepali culture 
and their lifestyles. We went on an amazing jungle 
adventure on the back of an Asian elephant, where we 
saw a rhino, a deer, a crocodile and a monkey. The 
children in Year 1 are now learning about Nepal as 
their topic. We are planning to produce and perform a 
traditional Tharu dance, design and make a Hindu 
mask, send letters to the children in Bakina Bal Bakita 
School and make and taste some Nepali food like 
‘momo’. Soon we will welcome the Headteacher and 
the Principal from Bakina Bal Batika School so that 
they can sample our cultures and traditions as well as 
learning from our teaching methods.  
 
Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
A little closer than Nepal, but just as much fun (no 
elephants in sight though!). Children from years 4, 5 & 
6 went on a residential visit to Derwent Hill, in Keswick.  
The children (and staff) had a fabulous time 

 
participating in the weekends activities such as, 
canoeing, gorge walking, high ropes challenge and our 
all time favourite the “death swing”! The children were 
a credit to the school, showing great determination, 
perseverance and motivation.  I would like to thank all 
the children for being so brilliant and all the staff that 
gave up their free time to help out. We look forward to 
next year’s trip! Mrs Miller. A note from Mr McAnaney: 
Huge thanks to our staff, giving up their weekend to 
run this fabulous residential visit. Much appreciated. 
 
Dr KnickerBocker Music Show 

 
The Dr Knickerbocker music show visited Grangetown 
for the third year running for its final performance in the 
UK.  Mike and Thom Jackson travelled all the way 
from Australia to tour schools in the North East.  We 
learnt lots of new songs such as ‘I’m another Teapot’ 
and ‘Zucchinis in Bikinis!’  We got the chance to learn 
about and play the ukulele, ocarina and accordion – 
which was great fun.  Daniella Simmons, one of our 
Reception children played Twinkle Twinkle Chocolate 
Bar on the ukulele and we all sang along. 
 
Bike ability 

 
Recently, the whole of year 6 had the opportunity to 
take part in a bike ability course. There were two 
ladies, one named Elaine and the other Elizabeth, who 
taught us how to ride a bike safely on the road. They 
also showed us road signs and how important it is to 
be careful when we are cycling. Afterwards we had a 
few cycling games - it was a good treat and good to 
learn to ride safely. By Caitlyn Talbot, Year 6. 
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Dancers Perform at the Empire! 
Michael Hall (yr 6) 
writes:  Year 6 and 
Year 5 have been 
working every Friday 
with Danielle (our 
dance teacher) to 
choreograph and 
practise a dance. The 
pupil’s hard work paid 
of when they 
performed at the 

Sunderland Empire. They all had a brilliant time 
especially the dancers who were there all day. The 
announcer was a news reporter, Jeff Brown, from Look 
North. He said that we had the loudest cheers and 
support from any of the schools that performed. We 
are now looking forward to performing the dance again 
for the whole school. 
 
Annie rehersals almost complete! 

 
It’s almost time for Annie! The cast have been working 
incredibly hard, with Mrs Davies, and this week the 
final preparations are being put in place or what 
promises to be an amazing show! There will be 2 
performances, a matinee (1.30pm) and an early 
evening show (6.00), both on Thursday 12 July. 
Tickets are now on sale! 
 
No Limits for Year 5! 

The year 5 children recently took part in 
the third of their drama workshops, 

with the Sunderland-based No 
Limits theatre. The activities were 

led by Carolyn Fairlie, who will be 
playing the part of Millie in the play 
‘Losing Lottie’ which we will soon be 

going to see. She began by telling the 
children how she came to write ‘Losing Lottie’, and 
develop it with the rest of the company. She explained 
about the set and the use of props and how the set 
was created around the popular children’s story ‘The 
Borrowers’. The activities involved being statues and 
sculptors, moving like creatures under the floorboards 
may move and hot-seating. Carolyn also gave the 
children some background information about the 
characters in her play. She plays Millie a young girl 
from the 1960’s, Silvia is a young woman brought up to 
wealth and privilege in the last years of Queen 
Victoria’s reign, Ralph is an RAF pilot in World War 2 
and Lottie is a little girl of similar age to the Year 5 

children. They have all at some time fallen between 
the floorboards of an old house. We wonder what will 
happen to them in the play.  
 
GPS stars shine in local Mini-Olympics! 
On Friday 15th June, four schools 
were invited to the Raich Carter 
Centre to take part in the 
amazing mini Olympics! There 
was a range of activities including 
badminton, football, penalty shoot 
out, swimming, athletics and many 
more fun things. When the 
activities stopped for a while, we had lunch and we all 
ate up quickly because we wanted to watch all the 
swimmers. After that we could go and play table tennis 
- my friend Victoria couldn’t play it so I tried to teach 
her and she found it easy. When the ‘games’ finished, 
the mayor and his wife came in to give out the medals 
and the children taking part from the four schools were 
presented with medals and everybody was cheering 
for each other. It was a great day!! By Jessica 
Maynard – Year 6. 
 
Traditional Stories Come Alive! 

 
This term the nursery children have taken part in 5 
music sessions led by Brendan Renwick.  Each week 
Brendan has made familiar stories come to life 
involving the children in playing musical instruments, 
singing songs & using props to illustrate stories.  The 
first session was all about the Three Little Pigs - 3 of 
our children were turned into pigs and had to keep the 
Big Bad Wolf away!  The following week we listened to 
The Gingerbread Man story.  We sang lots of new 
songs & used shakers to keep the beat of the songs. 
 

Getting Ready for Southmoor 

 
Bailey Atkinson (Yr 6) writes:  To help the year 6 
children to get ready for Southmoor, the children went 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

for a visit and took part in a PE lesson. The boys 
played cricket, with the PE teacher Mr Nicholson and 
the girls took part in a long jump with Mrs Martin. It 
was good fun. We are all looking forward to going back 
to Southmoor in a few weeks to take part in a 
tournament against children who will be in our classes 
in September. (I already have my school uniform, other 
than the tie!)  
Kane Godfrey and Stephen McLean (yr6) write : Last 
Friday Mrs Edmonds (a teacher from Southmoor) 
came into talk to pupils in Y6 with two other teachers 
and three ‘chums’. Chums are like peer mentors and 
you can talk to them if you are unhappy or if you have 
a problem. Mrs Edmonds talked about what uniform 
we will need to wear when we go to Southmoor. One 
of the teachers said we will have 6 lessons every day 
except from Wednesday; on a Wednesday, we will 
finish at 2:25pm! Y6 found the information interesting 
and very useful about Southmoor.  
 
Losing Lottie Reviewed 

Year 5 recently went to the No 
Limits theatre to see the play Losing 
Lottie. This visit is part of a special 
link-up between Grangetown 
Primary and No Limits. This is what 
some of the year 5 children had to 
say about the play: 

‘It was good – I liked the part when she had to sleep in 
the sardine tin, and when she eventually got back up 
through the floorboards.’ Lauren Moreton.  
‘My favourite bit was when the man called Ralph fell 
over the cotton reels, and that he was behaving like a 
spider.’ George Harrison. 
‘The play was very exciting, the actors were really 
good- Ralph was my favourite because he scuttled 
around like a spider!’ Kevin Achufusi. 
‘It was fun; Lottie stamped her feet and shouted trying 
to get her own way, Ralph kept falling over, Silvia was 
always being nasty to Lottie and Millie tried to stop 
them from arguing all of the time.’ Bryony Allen. 
‘I enjoyed seeing the big ruler, the massive cotton 
reels and the enormous pencil! The lady said they 
were 17 times bigger than normal!’ Michael Stewart.  
 
Learning a New Sport… 

 
Year 6 recently enjoyed a badminton session with two 
coaches, Dan and Joe. They are members of St. 
Adian's Badminton Club. In the session, we learnt 

some of the ways to hold a badminton racket and 
some of the basic swings. We then had a competition 
to see who could stay in the longest in a giant rally 
against Dan. By Luke Crawford  Y6 
 
Family Learning with Green Start 

Our Foundation Stage 
children had the 
exciting opportunity to 
attend a taster 
session, alongside 
their parents, with 
Green Start. One of 
our parents, Tracey 
Cowans, wrote a 
fantastic account of 
the morning and here 
are some of the 
highlights. ‘The 

session was based outdoors where we had the 
opportunity to make necklaces with wood and Mr 
Cress Heads! We went on a leaf hunt using a 
worksheet and cloth bag, having the opportunity to 
decorate our bags by printing the leaves we had found 
previously! We used the rest of the leaves to make 
decorative masks, which all the children were eager to 
wear back to the classroom! The children and parents 
thoroughly enjoyed the session, especially decorating 
our Mr Cress Heads with goggly eye and pom poms! 
We were even given information on activities we could 
do at home, such as how to attract birds to your 
garden by making your own bird food! It was an 
educational, fun learning morning which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all’. The children and parents 
now have the opportunity to attend 5 more sessions in 
school which will be a fantastic opportunity to explore 
the outdoors.  
 
Farmtastic! 

We visited Whitehouse Farm in 
Northumberland for a day of 
farmtastic fun! We had a brilliant time 
and we saw and did a lot of things! 
We all enjoyed the bumpy tractor 
ride with Farmer Mark. We loved the 
Petting Zoo, where we held and 

stroked the small animals like the rabbits and 
mice. Some of us were very brave - having a snake 
around our neck or a tarantula on our head! We fed 
baby lambs milk from bottles and fed donkeys, horses 
and cows special food. All of the staff at the Farm 
commented on how well behaved we all were, so well 
done to all of our children! By Miss Booth and our 
Early Years Team. 
 
Rainforest Explorers! 
On Wednesday 16th May, Year 4 went 
to Sunderland Winter Gardens to 
become ‘Rainforest Explorers’ and 
learn about animals and adaptation. 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Thurs 12 July.  Summer Show – Annie! 1.30 & 6.00pm 
Mon 9–Fri 13 July.  Stay Healthy, Stay Safe Week.  
Wed 11 July.  EYFS Parents’ Workshop (2 sessions, 
a.m. / p.m.) Outdoor Maths Trail 
Mon 16 th 11.00. Children spend a lesson with their new 
teacher! 
Fri 13 July:  Sports Day: see separate letter for times. 
Tues 17 July.  Yr 6 to Southmoor p.m. 
Tues 17 July.  2nd Induction Meeting (New Reception 
Parents) 2.00pm – this is for parents who couldn’t 
attend the recent morning session 
Wed 18 July  2.00pm. Grangetown’s Got Talent! 

 

Fri 20th July 12.30 - End of term! 

The visit was linked with science and this terms topic 
‘Home Sweet Home’. During the morning we were able 
to share with the staff all of our knowledge about 
animals and the rainforest as well as learning some 
new facts. We then had the opportunity to be up close 
with some animals which showed great examples of 
adaptations e.g. owls and badgers. During this session 
the children had the chance to draw the animals, 
looking closely and making them very detailed. 
Throughout the afternoon, when we became 
‘Rainforest Explorers’ we had the chance to handle 
some artefacts from the rainforest and decide what 
they were used for. Then it was time to explore! We 
had to find clues and answer questions posted around 
the Winter Gardens to help build up an argument as to 
why the rainforest is so important, and shouldn’t be 
chopped down. We had a great time searching through 
the plants and looking down from the birds eye view. 
The children were so well behaved and represented 
Grangetown Primary excellently. 
 
Parent Surveys – results soon! 
Thankyou to all parents and carers 
who completed our Survey - we got 
100 replies. We are currently collating 
and analysing the results, and we’ll 
produce a full report soon. Your 
views are very important, and will help 
to plan the future. Through working closely 
with parents and carers, we can ensure that 
Grangetown meets the needs of all of our families. 
 
Working with a Writer 

 
During book week Grangetown was visited by Chris 
Connaugton, an author, actor and director. On the 
morning Years 2, 3, 4 and 5 were invited into the hall 
to listen to Chris tell stories, some of which were 
traditional and others had a twist! The children were 
captivated by his use of actions and his voice. At the 
end of this Chris answered any questions they had 
about his work and career. For the remainder of the 
day Chris worked with Year 4. He told more stories; 
again they captivated the children’s attention. He then 
showed the children how he writes his books – going 
from note form to 1st draft, to 2nd and 3rd draft 
(sometimes even up to a 6th draft!) then to be checked 
and finally published. This allowed the children to see 
that even adults don’t get it 100% correct 1st time! The 
children then had a go at writing their own stories from 

just 4 sentences. Chris was very impressed with the 
ideas and imagination they had. He looked with them 
at how to extend and improve which they then had a 
go at. The children thoroughly enjoyed the day and 
gained a lot of hints and tips for writing. We hope to be 
able to work more with Chris in the future.  
 
Bike It Afternoon of Fun! 

 
Recently, Year 2 and Year 4 had a special afternoon of 
fun organised by Ben from Bike It! Ben has worked 
with both classes for 6 weeks, coming into school and 
teaching the children about the importance of a fit and 
healthy lifestyle. To celebrate the end of a successful 
half-term in both classes, Ben arranged an afternoon 
of fun in the sun! We left school with packed lunches in 
tow and headed to Backhouse Park for our picnic. 
Once we had eaten our lunch we then played a variety 
of energetic games and had the chance to play on the 
play area before heading back to school. It was such a 
lovely afternoon with both classes mixing very well 
together. There was lots of laughter and fun had by all, 
an extra special treat! By Miss. Grainger 
 
In our next Newsletter (next week!) 
• Summer Fayre 
• Annie! 
• Stay Safe, Stay Healthy Week, including Sports Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


