
 
Amazing Annie! 

 
Year 6 were, quite simply, brilliant in every possible 
way! They rose to the sizeable task of staging a 
challenging production in just a few weeks, showing 
great commitment and enthusiasm during the 
rehearsal period. And, as for the performances – 
amazing! The quality of the acting was first class. They 
played to two packed houses of parents and carers, 
and then did the show again in school for all of our 
children. Every performance was superb, and we are 
all so proud of each and every member of year 6. The 
children in our Choir were fantastic too – again they 
had given 100% during the rehearsal period, and this 
effort paid off as they made every performance extra 
special with their excellent singing – we are proud of 
every single member of the choir! All of our staff rallied 
round, and helped prepare for the shows in a whole 
host of ways – thankyou to the GPS staff team. 
Thanks too to the Parents Group for providing 
refreshments. Last but certainly not least, a huge 
thankyou to our super-talented drama and music 
teacher Mrs Davies, who led and coached our children 
magnificently all the way through! What a fantastic 
GPS team effort – WELL DONE EVERYONE!  
 
Sports Day – We Beat the Rain! 

 
After having to cancel last week, it was ‘fingers 
crossed’ for yesterday, with eyes nervously on the 
latest weather forecast! But…despite the sometimes 
grey clouds – the rain stayed away and this allowed us 
to host our Olympic-themed Sports Day We started  
 

 
with a relay, featuring a very impressive Olympic Torch 
(made by year 5). Then, the action got underway. The 
children had a fabulous time running, jumping, 
hopping, enjoying the chance to participate and have 
fun. Everyone cheered when the ‘house teams’ staged 
their special relay….and the cheers were even louder 
for the staff event – a 3-legged race won by Miss 
Hough and Miss Grainger! When the points were 
totted up at the end, the Green team emerged as the 
Champions and were presented with the trophy. Well 
done St Cuthbert’s House. But, the day was all about 
participation and fun – and everyone has a great time 
in the fresh air, taking part in sport with the Olympics 
just days away! Well done to all parents & carers for 
your support, and a huge well done to Miss Hough for 
organising the day, ably assisted by Miss Grainger. 
 

Grangetown’s Got Talent! 
Yes-siree, 
Grangetown 
certainly has talent – 
in abundance! We 
had Fireworks, 
Streetlights, 
California Girls, and 
even Wolf. 16 acts in 
total! So, ‘Eat yer 
heart out’ Simon Cowell – Grangetown’s where the 
talent’s at! Well done everyone for joining in – you 
were all brilliant! Thanks to all staff for organizing 
auditions, and to Mrs Davies for pulling it all together in 
record time with her usual style and panache! 
 

Summer Fayre 
As with Sports 
Day, we ‘beat 
the weather’ with 
our Summer 
Fayre! Our 
Parents Group – 
PATHS – had 

worked 
incredibly hard to plan the Fayre - all of their efforts 
paid off because everything ran smoothly. The Fayre 
got off to a fantastic start, with 3 songs from our 
amazing Choir. Then, everyone set about enjoying the 
stalls, games and doing a spot of bargain hunting. Our 
children and staff had shown their creativity, putting 
together a range of games, some classes offered 
cakes and other goodies, and parents offered face 
painting etc. We even had a sing-along with local 
historian Keith Gregson! Importantly, the event brought 
the whole school together, lifting everyone’s spirits 
amid the days of rainy weather. We would like to offer 
our warmest thanks to each and every parent who 
helped on the day, many of whom also spent many 
hours in preparation – without your help the Fayre 
wouldn’t have been possible – well done! 
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Stay Healthy, Stay Safe Week! 
An action filled week for all! The 
week commencing the 9th of July 
was the start of our Stay Healthy 
and Be Safe themed days. We 
had lots of activities and 
workshops planned and 
organised. Some of these 
included a visit from PC Hewitt a 
police officer from Sunderland 
Constabulary, footballers from 
Newcastle and Sunderland Ladies 
football team, the School Nurse 
who worked with children and 

discussed healthy eating and a healthy lifestyle. We 
also had a visit from ’Expo Chef’ who talked about and 
made food which an Olympic athlete would eat. 
Lorraine Leadbitter from Sunderland Council also 
talked about staying safe on and near the roads. Ben 
from the ’Bike It’ project also worked with some of our 
younger children to learn to ride their bikes without 
stabilisers. Ben also announced the raffle winners for 
the children who have 
been coming to school 
on a bike or scooter, 
well done to Leo from 
Year 1 who won 1st 
prize- a brand new bike. 
The children have 
thoroughly enjoyed all 
the activities. Thankyou 
to all the visitors and 
everyone who helped 
throughout the week. By 
Miss Hough  
 
 
Our Year 5 iPod Experts! 

On Monday 25th 
June the year 5 
children had an 

excellent 
technological day 
working with two 
ICT specialists 
(Jane & Mark), 
being introduced to 
the iPads and iPod 

touches. The children worked as ‘app experts’ through 
the morning, experimenting with and reviewing a 
number of new apps to use for multimedia tasks. The 
children also used digital cameras to capture images 
and settings, ready to use in the productions that they 
were planning to make in the afternoon. Some children 
produced ibooks, others worked on ‘stop go’ animation 
and a third group of children made cartoons or used 
puppet theatre. Sounds were added and some children 
even used their own voices to tell the stories or explain 
the historical facts. The children designed, wrote and 
produced some fantastic pieces of work, all linked to 
their Greek theme ‘Pots of Evidence’. Mrs Millican 
 

Wow – I’ve won a Bike! 

 
As you know, the Bike It project has been a great 
success. Many more children are biking to school, and 
lots of bikes have been fixed! The grand draw took 
place recently, and Leo from year 1 is now the lucky 
owner of a brand new bike! Well done Leo…and big 
thanks to Dr Bike himself – Ben – for organizing such 
an amazing initiative! 
 

Creative Writing Project! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 2 Singing Superstars! 
On Friday 6th July we went to the Seaburn Centre for a 
music festival called Infantasia. Lots of Year 2 children 
from other schools were there and we all sang River 
Journey and Hey Mr Miller. Each school had to do a 
performance to show everyone else, including dance 
elements and costumes. We did the Circle of Life from 
The Lion King. The person who was watching said it 
was fantastic because we were the only class who had 
masks and costumes and that we were the best class! 
The other classes did songs including raps, calm 
songs and happy songs. It was really fun!!!!! By Alice 
Mckenna and McKenzie Forster 
 

International Week 
Every class recently chose a country, and set about 
learning about the language, culture, traditions, music 
and geography that make their country special. As a 
school, we travelled to Poland, Spain, Italy, Mexico, 
Australia and Nepal. Audrey, our fantastic school cook, 

 
A group of year 4 and 5 pupils are working with 
Dave and Sarah, both authors, on a writing project. 
They’re creating their own weird and wonderful 
characters, each with special powers! The next step 
will be to create an adventure for the 8 characters – 
we’re looking forward to finding out how the 
adventure turns out! The Creative Writing group is: 
Tegan, Matthew, Lauren, Brandon, Leah, Ellie, 
Alicia and Niamh. 



even put on a range of special international ‘taster’ 
dishes, featuring India, Mexico, and China - all of 
which went down a treat. All in all, a wonderful week, 
enabling the children to enhance their understanding 
of several different international cultures. 
 

KS1 Olympic Workshop 
Our Olympic parent workshop had a great turnout. 
Children worked with their adult to make a variety of 
Olympic themed crafts, including Olympic torches, 
medals, olive leaf crowns, origami Olympic rings and a 
variety of puzzles. We had lots of mini Olympians by 
the end of the day and all involved had lots of fun. We 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
turned up - it was a great success. By Miss Stabler 
 

Our Winning Line-Up for September! 

 
As well as offering a vibrant, creative and engaging 
Curriculum, Grangetown is pleased to offer a very high 
level of stability in terms of staffing. Staff attendance 
over the whole of 2011-12 is an excellent 99%. In 
planning classes for September, it is stability which 
runs all the way through the school. Stability brings 
great benefits to the children. In fact, we have even 
added several talented staff on top of that solid and 
stable base. Here’s the GPS Team for September: 
 
 Teachers  Teaching Ass ts  
EYFS Miss Booth, Mrs 

Mitchell, Miss Tose 
Mrs Dobson, Mrs 
Smith, Miss Lloyd 

Key 
Stage 1 
(yrs 1&2) 

Miss Hough,  
Miss Grainger,  
Miss Stabler 

Mrs Appleton, 
Miss Gaffney, 
Miss Duggan, 
Miss Rodriguez, 
Miss Christie (pm) 

Year 3 Miss McLoughlin Miss McBeth 
Year 4 Miss Heddle Mrs Crooks 
Year 5 Mrs Collins & Mrs 

Miller 
Mr Newby 

Year 6 Mrs Millican Mrs Napier 
Blue R m Mrs Cole Miss Christie  
Reading 
Recovery  

Mrs Liddle 

Music  & 
Drama 

Mrs Davies 

Spanish  Miss Rodriguez 
Violin, 
cello, 
recorders, 
cornet 

Miss Hanson & Mr Preston 

 
 
 

Parent Views – results early September! 
Thankyou to all parents and carers who 
completed our recent Survey. We’ll publish a 
full Report to you in September. I’m pleased to 
say that the results are incredibly positive. Your 
views are very important, to help to plan the future. 
Through working with parents and carers, we can 
ensure that GPS meets the needs of all of our families. 
 

Raising Money for Andrew  
Recently we had a non-
uniform day to raise money 
for a charity - ‘Little 
Acorns’. Little Acorns 
raises money for a little boy 
named Andrew. We had an 
extended playtime to sell 
wristbands, cakes, ice-
lollies and biscuits. 
Cookery club made lots of cakes and the staff & 
children brought in shop bought cakes too. Then after 
break two year six girls came round the classes and 
sold raffle tickets. After lunch Year 4 had 3 visitors, 
Barbra, Nicola and Iain who are all part of Little Acorns 
team, the children were really interested, they asked 
lots of questions. After that Mrs.Minto counted the 
money, we raised £304.32 but when Iain recounted the 
money it got to £318.92! Finally there was some extra 
money that got the total to £322.92! By Alicia. 
 

Staff say: “Thankyou for your support”! 

 
All staff are very grateful to you, our parents and 
carers, for the valuable support you provide. You have 
supported our new Parent Workshops magnificently 
this year – the children love having you working 
alongside them. Turn-out at Open Afternoons has 
always been strong. You’ve supported special events 
such as concerts, assemblies & shows. And, you’ve 
supported your child with homework, attendance and 
punctuality. All of this is so valuable, and adds to your 
child’s readiness for school and ability to learn. 2011-
12 was fantastic…but we know you’ll work with us to 
make 2012-13 EVEN BETTER! If we work together, 
the children benefit….and that’s what it’s all about! A 
huge thankyou from all staff – we’d also like to wish 
you a fantastic Summer Holiday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our staff – as you’ve never seen them before! 

Dates for your Diary 
Fri 20 th  July  12.30 - End of term! 

Wed 5 Sep . School reopens at 8.50a.m. 
Please be on the playground by 8.40-8.45. 
For a regularly updated calendar of dates, 

please see our website. 
 

See below for ‘Year 6 Memories’ – year 6 look back at their time at Grangetown! 



 

THE CLASS OF 2012 - YEAR 6 MEMORIES!  
 

 

• Caitlyn : My best memory from year 6 is when me, Victoria, Jessica and Martina were sliding on the mud and 
Martina slipped over and got mud all over her back then Jessica fell over and got mud all over her leg and that 
was the funniest memory from year 6 ever. ☺   

• Victoria : My best memory from year 6 is when I was doing Annie and I was spinning round and crashed into 
Chloe and nearly fell over and could of tripped of the stage and that would have been embarrassing and that 
was a funny memory from year 6. ☺     

• Bailey : I remember when Mrs. Miller fell over a chair and grabbed my jumper in front of the class.  It was very 
funny! L☺L. 

• Chloe : When I was in nursery and me and Natalia took our mams into a doll house and made them a cup of 
tea (not real tea obviously ) xxx 

• Emma : My memory is when me and Katherine had a lot of fun with the dinner nannies me and Katherine made 
up a barking dinosaur “I’m a dinosaur ruff ruff” it was so funny even the dinner nannies laughed it the best 
thing. 

• Faith : I danced at the Sunderland Empire with the school. It was amazing!!! Our name was…dancefuse!!! It 
was scary but I got on with it. 

• James : I can remember when I was in year 4 and we went to Derwent Hill it was a good weekend except from 
when I went canoeing and I lent over the side and fell in I was soaked right through. 

• Jay : I remember in reception when I hurt myself and I got a sweet, after that I was always trying to hurt myself.   
• Jessica : My memory of y6 is when Martina slipped in the mud and she was very muddy and me, Caitlyn and 

Victoria were laughing our heads off. 
• Kane : My best memories is when I fell off my chair in nursery and Mrs Lowes saw the blood and she was 

nearly sick. 
• Katherine : My final memory is also in Y6, when I went to Derwent Hill. The activities included Death Swing, 

Canoeing, Gorge Walking and the Trapeze - I did a back flip after jumping of the high platform! 
• Kieron : My memories are: Being in the Choir for Annie. The audience that came to watch was terrific. My 2nd 

memory is going to the Cinema to see Men in Black. My final memory is when we went to Southmoor for a tour. 
• Luke : One of my best memories was when I split my head open and Mrs Lowes wrapped my head in a towel 

and my mam came to pick me up and she laughed at me. Hahaha I still have have the scar to remind me! 
• Martina : My funniest memory was when I was in year 6 and me, Caitlyn, Victoria and Jessica were playing in 

the mud and I fell over onto the mud and got stains all over my back. Then 5 minutes later, Jessica tried to run 
across the mud but failed and so she had mud all over her leg and skirt!! That was the funniest memory I've 
ever had. 

• Natalia : I remember in year 6 when I performed at the Sunderland Empire on June the 21st for the 
Sunderland's schools dance festival. I danced to Proud by Heather Small - there were over 1500 people there 
watching! 

• Natalie : Our leavers production was Annie, so I auditioned for Miss Hannigan… I GOT THE PART! I had to do 
a solo. My song was called ‘Little Girls’! I had to act drunk whilst singing. 

• Rhiannon : I remember when I performed Annie as year 6 leavers’ play. I played the part of July, one of the 
orphans! I had to sing a solo! 

• Stephen : In year 6 my memories are of doing Annie with Mrs Davies. The best part was when Dalton and Faith 
got caught in Mr. Warbeck’s home. When we did the dance with Danielle and danced at the Sunderland Empire 
it was fantastic. My last memory is when we went to the cinema to watch Men in Black as a treat for doing Sats.  

 

GOOD LUCK FOR THE FUTURE, YEAR 6! 


