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‘The Lion King’ – Roarsome! 

 
This summer Y5 were chosen to do our musical 
production and they certainly stepped up to the 
challenge. Along with the choir, they all worked so 
hard during rehearsals and gave everything they had 
to bring The Lion King musical to life. The team work, 
enthusiasm and energy from Y5 was excellent and it 
really showed in our two performances. The audience 
were wowed by the acting, costumes, dances, colour 
and singing from all involved. The children even made 
their own hyena masks during their parent workshop 
and changed costumes numerous times during the 
show. Well done to Y5 and the choir for putting on 
such a spectacular production, it was truly ‘roarsome!’ 
Mrs Bryant-King.  
 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS!... 

Free Places for 2 year olds 
15 hours a week – check eligibility 
with our school office staff.  

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45 a.m. onwards. 
Just £1.20 - fantastic value!  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 
from 3.15 until 5.00pm. Just £2.50 
per session – amazing value! 

 

 

Free Messy Play sessions! 
 Tuesdays 1.30pm - 2.30pm, with 

Rachael & Donna. Great fun! 

 All babies to 4 yr olds welcome. 

 Completely free! 

 See our Facebook page for more 
info: @Nurserygrangetown or 
ring our Office: 514 0101 

 

Mini & Mega Moves 
A fab opportunity for your child to 
learn new skills, be creative, & 
keep fit! Just £2 per session. 
Starts again on Mon 9

th
 Sept. 

 Mini-Moves: Mondays 3.30-4.30. 
For girls & boys in yrs 1 & 2. Just 
£2.00 per session. 

 Mega Moves. Fridays 3.30-4.30. 
For girls & boys in yrs 3,4,5,6. Just 
£2.00 per session.  

 

Nameste – visiting our partner school! 

 
Namaste! On June 27

th
, Miss Beetham and Miss Stell 

took 2 aeroplanes to fly all the way to Nepal! Once 
there, we were greeted by the head teacher of our 
partner school, Sangeeta Ma’m, who made us feel 
very welcome. We visited her four schools and we 
received lots of beautiful handmade gifts that the staff 
and children had made for us. The children in the 
school put on many performances for us, showcasing 
their fantastic talents and knowledge. We were both 
very impressed with the two year old’s handwriting! We 
spent time teaching the children phonics and sharing 
many traditional tales and popular children’s 
storybooks which were enjoyed by all. We also shared 
a traditional English recipe and cooked it in a local 
restaurant as part of our ‘No Hunger’ project. We even 
got to spend some time exploring parts of Nepal and 
got to visit temples and even give three elephants their 
breakfast! It was an amazing trip and an experience 
that we will remember forever. We look forward to 
welcoming Sangeeta back to our school in the near 
future and continuing to create strong bonds with her 
schools. Miss Beetham and Miss Stell. 
 

A fabulous way to say goodbye 

 
This week, Year 6 did their final show in front of 
parents, carers and the rest of the school. It was a 
packed out crowd. Children performed a very special 
version of ‘I’m a Grangetown pupil, get me out of here!’ 
The children showcased their talents that they had 
developed over the year and poked fun at the 
competitive nature they have developed this year. The 
children sang songs with very special lyrics absolutely 
beautifully and there wasn’t a dry eye left in the hall. 
Thank you to all of the parents and carers for the 
support you have given your children over their time in 
Grangetown. We will miss them all. Miss Hunter. 
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Bikability – Year 5 learn new skills! 

 
Our year 5 children are taking part in the Bikablility 
level 1 and level 2 course this week. All of the children 
were out together on the playground on Monday taking 
part in various activities to assess their cycling skills. If 
they passed level one, they then progressed to level 2 
which took place largely on the roads around 
Grangetown. The children were learning how to ride 
safely whilst out on the roads. The children have had a 
fabulous week learning essential life skills. Mrs Miller. 
 

Year 3 at the Empire! 

 
Y3VS were thrilled to be asked to perform at 
Sunderland Empire Theatre. They worked with Mrs 
Bryant-King to write their own song all about the 
themes and characters in Peter and the Wolf. The 
children made their own masks which they wore 
proudly on stage. They were extremely dedicated, 
learning the words and actions and then attending the 
performance on a Sunday. I was extremely proud of 
the children and how confidently they performed on 
stage. A huge thank you to all the parents and carers 
who came to watch our performance and support the 
children. Excellent work! Miss Stell. 
 

Buckets of Fun! 
Flying Start and Nursery went on a 
joint trip to the seaside at Roker 
earlier this month. We all 
remembered to bring our buckets 
and spades and had good old 
fashioned seaside frolics. 
Everyone enjoyed making 
sandcastles, burying each other 
and we even found some buried 

treasures. Some of us had fun racing each other on 
the beach, pretending to be fish and crabs. We also 
had just enough time to play in the park and everyone 
enjoyed the slides and swings with a seaside view. 

YRVH on Tour – the beach and the Toon!  

 
To end our under the sea topic we visited The 
Discovery Museum in Newcastle and Roker Beach. 
We explored the museum, looking at the River Tyne 
(including the boats), the science and technology 
maze and the 1900s decade’s sections. We then ate 
our lunch and got back on the bus to Sunderland. The 
weather was great at the beach and we got to play in 
the sand, explore the rock pools and have a dip in the 
sea. We did come back very wet but we had a great 
time! It was such a lovely way to end a fantastic year. 
Thank you to the parents group for part funding this 
trip and making another great memory for the children. 
Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Our Amazing Summer Music Concert! 

 
We were all thoroughly entertained in our summer 
music concert last week. Our string players and choir 
put together a varied and interesting programme that 
really showed the fantastic musical skills we have at 
Grangetown. Each of our Violinists and Cellists had 
their moment to perform and they all did so with 
expression and confidence. The Choir sang beautifully 
and we had a special performance from our Y2’s with 
their ‘Infantasia’ piece. The end of the show was 
spectacular with all of our string players playing 
together and the whole school singing ‘The Hokey 
Cokey’, topped-off with our Grangetown Anthem. 
Thank you to Mrs Healey for all her hard work, to our 
musicians and parents/carers for your continuing 
support. Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Be an Early Bird! 
A reminder to all families that school starts every day at 
8.50am. Please be on the yard at 8.45, ready for the doors to 
open at 8.50. Being on time every day makes an important 

contribution to your child’s learning. Thankyou for your support. 
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Flying Start & Nursery at Fuzzy Eds! 

 
Both Flying Start and the 3 year old Nursery had the 
chance to visit Fuzzy Ed’s soft play as an end of term 
treat. Nursery did so well walking there and back and 
I’m sure we tired them out. Flying Start went on the big 
bus and were so excited to get to the soft play. We all 
had lots of fun swinging, sliding, jumping, throwing and 
we even had to prise the adults from the play area as 
well. Thanks to our fantastic parents group for funding 
this for both trips to the soft play. Mrs Mitchell. 
 

Summer Fayre 

 
Even though there was a slight hiccup thanks to the 
weather, in true Grangetown style we persevered and 
moved our Annual Summer Fayre inside. The hall was 
buzzing with people as our parents group and Year 6 
filled the hall with stalls. There were tombolas, raffles, 
name the teddy and plenty of sweets. A police van 
arrived on the yard and officers were available to meet 
the children. Children were treated to face painting 
with an amazing artist. The grand prize of a week in a 
Haven caravan park drew a huge crowd, and the 
winner was thrilled! Even with the rain, the afternoon 
was a fantastic success. Thank you to all parents and 
carers for your continued support. Year 6. 
 

Let’s Celebrate – across the World! 
Across school, we’ve been learning 
about festivals from around the world. 
We have travelled from Hawaii to 
Thailand and visited Brazil, the USA 
and India en-route. We have read 
stories, sang songs, danced sambas, 
line dances and we’ve even done the 
hula dance We’ve made some 
amazing masks, lanterns, elephants 

and people. It has been fantastic to see 
our children so interested in other cultures and their 
traditions. I wonder where we’ll be going on our travels 
next year? The world is our oyster! Mrs Blackett. 

All Things French! 

 
We spent a whole day decked out in the colours of the 
Tricolore (the French flag) celebrating our neighbours 
across the channel. Our children were very lucky to 
experience a variety of activities and workshops 
including storytelling, French music, boules, food 
tasting and art inspired by French speaking artist Ben 
Heine. We even had the opportunity to try some 
football training in French, which linked well to the 
Women’s World Cup, which was held in France this 
month. We also welcomed year nine visitors from 
Southmoor to join in the fun and help out and everyone 
had a wonderful day. Mrs Blackett. 
 

Wonderful Workshops 

 
This term has seen another wonderful array of Parent 
Workshops across school, all of which saw a very high 
turnout.  As usual, there was a wide range of activities 
on offer for parents and carers to take part in alongside 
their children. For example, parents had fun “Under the 
Sea” in the nursery, made arts and crafts with a 
transport theme in Y1 and made Roman mosaics in 
Y3. The Y5 parents and carers even helped with props 
for the Lion King Show, by making masks and 
designing the cover of our show programme. There 
were lots of other amazing activities attended across 
the school. Our staff work very hard behind the scenes 
planning, organising and leading these sessions and 
it’s always great to see how well attended they are. We 
would like to thank you all, once again, for your 
continued support and look forward to welcoming you 
back into class next year. Mrs Russell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Reminder about the GPS Uniform! 
A reminder to all parents & carers to make sure that your child is 
wearing uniform, & the correct PE kit, please. We keep our 
uniform simple, and it’s affordable too. If you are unsure about 
any aspect of our Uniform, the Policy is on our website. 
Thankyou for your support. 
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Infantasia – Year 2 make us proud! 

 
This half term both Year 2 classes have worked 
extremely hard to perfect their singing ready for the 
KS1 Sunderland Infantasia event. The children 
travelled to Southwick Primary School where we 
performed along with 4 other local primary schools. 
We all sang together and then each school had the 
opportunity to sing a song that they had chosen on 
their own. Our children chose a Disney melody. They 
sang this beautifully accompanied by different actions. 
All the children performed wonderfully and were a 
credit to the school. Well Done Year 2! Miss Stabler. 
 

The Choir at ‘The Big Sing’ 

 
Our choir have had a very busy year, topped off by a 
trip to the Sunderland Empire to take part in ‘The Big 
Sing’. They have worked very hard learning the 15 
songs, all with a science/recycling theme. Leading up 
to the big sing, we had a workshop from Laura Taylor, 
a vocal expert working with the Empire. She was very 
impressed with our choir and had extremely high 
praise for them throughout the workshop. At the 
Empire, the choir sang all of the songs, alongside a 
number of other schools, together with a live band 
performing on the stage. We had such a brilliant 
afternoon with excellent singing and dancing from 
everyone. Well done Choir, you have been amazing all 
year! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

Team GPS Staffing update 

 
After 16 years, Mrs Lowden is moving on - I know 
you’ll join me in thanking her for the superb 
contribution she has made to GPS. Miss Lambton is 
also moving on, after 2 years at GPS. I know you will 
join me in thanking Miss Lambton for her hard work, 

and in wishing her well for the future. We also wish 
Mrs Hanlon well with her maternity leave. I know you 
will join me in warmly welcoming the following new 
staff: Miss Burlison: Admin Assistant, Miss Cassidy - 
Reception teacher, Miss Muldowney – Y4 teacher, Mrs 
Lewis – Teaching Assistant, Miss Nixon & Miss 
Eggleston (Nursery Nurses - 2 yr olds), Mrs Begum 
and Mrs Christie (Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants). 
Miss Stabler gets married over the Summer – 
Congratulations! – and she will become Mrs Roberts. 
Also, we’re delighted to welcome back Miss Duggan 
after her maternity leave! 
 

Special ‘Thankyous’ from Mr McAnaney 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“After such an amazing year at GPS, there are so 
many very special thankyous! Here goes… 

 Team GPS! As Headteacher, I am so proud of our 
fabulous staff. They are so hard-working, so 
talented, so caring and nurturing, and so committed 
– they give 100% every day, and always go the 
extra mile. The school is successful because we 
have such incredible staff – well done to every 
member of staff, and a huge thankyou for your 
fantastic contribution to GPS! 

 The children! Once again, the children have made 
all of us so proud. They have worked so hard, and 
have achieved so much this year. Every day they 
amaze us with their curiosity, their perseverance, 
and their determination to do their very best. They 
are all unique, they work so well together, they look 
after each other and they make their teachers so 
proud with their courteous, polite and caring 
behaviour. Well done to every single child at GPS! 

 And…our GPS families. Thankyou to mams, dads 
and carers for playing such an important part in the 
success of our school. You have supported your 
children so well, and you always support special 
events such as Class Workshops, Concerts, Shows, 
Parent-Teacher Consultations, etc. To all GPS 
families – have a wonderful Summer holiday, and 
we look forward to seeing you again on Wednesday 
4

th
 September, ready for the start of what is sure to 

be another fantastic year at GPS!” 
 

From Mr McAnaney, Headteacher 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mon 2
nd

 and Tues 3
rd

 Sep: Staff Training Days; Office 
open for phone calls or queries 
Wed 4

th
 Sep: School reopens for Autumn Term. See 

you bright & early at 8.45am…doors open at 8.50! 
 

See our website calendar for more dates! 
. 
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