
See this in glorious colour at: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

 

Year 1 are Off to the Circus! 
 

 
Year 1 took part in a fantastic circus workshop by 
Circurama. The children enjoyed learning how to 
juggle with two scarves, spin a plate and balance a 
peacock feather on their hands. They were also given 
free time to explore the different circus skills available 
and were particularly impressed with the flour sticks 
and the ‘balance board of doom’. Miss Lambton and 
Miss Beetham were very impressed with the children’s 
behaviour. Well done Year 1! Miss Lambton. 
 

Je me présente 
 

 
In French, Y3 have been finding out how to introduce 
themselves to someone. They discovered how to ask 
someone what they are called, how old they are, 
where they live and their nationality. Our children can 
also answer these questions. They enjoyed 
discovering these things about other children in France 
and in England. To show off their hard work, they did 
some self-portraits and displayed these questions and 
answers on them. Year 3 are very proud of their work 
and we hope you like them. Mrs Blackett. 

 

 
Our Magical Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
 

A big group of children from years 5 & 6, plus 6 GPS 
staff, had a wonderful residential weekend visiting 
Derwent Hill in the Lake District. We had an amazing 
time taking part in lots of exciting activities: gorge 
walking at Whinlatter, swinging on the ‘Death Swing’, 
and canoeing on Lake Derwentwater. All of the 
children tried something new during the weekend and 
they worked together, helping their friends – and 
teachers! The children were all wonderfully behaved – 
we are all very proud of their perseverance and 
teamwork. A fab weekend! Mrs Miller. 
 

The Tiger Who Lost His Smile 
 

 
We had a very special visit from Mishmash 
Productions. They came in to perform the tale of 
Augustus and His Smile by Catherine Rayner. The 
story was told through magical, theatrical chamber 
music and was performed by three talented musicians. 
Using their instruments they played a variety of pieces 
to accompany the story. They even used them to 
create sound effects which made us laugh! The 
children were involved in telling the story too with lots 
of props and dancing. Cora said “I really enjoyed it 
because we got to dance to the music at the end”. All 
the children had a great morning. Miss Stabler. 
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Having Fun on Friendship Friday! 

 
We have recently introduced friendship groups across 
school where on a half termly basis the children mix 
with a partner class to take part in a range of PSHE 
activities. We have called this ‘Friendship Friday’ and 
the children love the chance to work with older and 
younger children! Our most recent friendship group 
meeting introduced the Buddy Bench Project which we 
launched before half term.  The children worked with 
another class to discuss what they would want a buddy 
bench to be used for and how they would like it to look.  
All children brought home a design sheet and we are 
running a competition to have the children’s ideas 
turned into a real Buddy Bench!  We have been 
inundated with entries and the school council and 
playground buddies very much look forward to looking 
at the entries.  More news very soon! Mrs Dolan. 
 

Messy Play – You’re very Welcome! 

 
Over the last term the children have been enjoying a 
mixture of activities – not all messy either! We have 
been exploring some sensory play, making noise with 
musical instruments, pots and pans…anything we can 
find really! We’ve had fun looking at our glitter bottles, 
which catch the light and look really pretty! We also 
love playing with the lemons and water – they smell 
really strong and sweet! One thing that we really 
enjoyed was making pancakes on pancake Tuesday! 
They tasted amazing, but that did get a little messy! Of 
course we have had our usual messy activities too – it 
wouldn’t be the same without spaghetti, noodles and 
whipped cream to get stuck into! Charlotte and 
Rachael. 

Year 6 at War Horse - & work with Marty! 

 
The Year 6 children have been working with Marty 
Longstaff, a local singer/songwriter, on the Unsung 
Hero Project. This project involved learning about the 
First World War and the impact it would have had on 
the lives of local people. The children wrote a song 
with Marty and were given the opportunity to perform it 
at the Sunderland Minster. Before the performance of 
the song, the children took part in a ‘Page to Stage’ 
workshop at the Empire Theatre. At the workshop, 
which was led by the director of War Horse, the 
children learned about how the show is put on, the 
jobs of the people involved in the production, such as 
the actors and puppeteers, and saw how a scene from 
the show is put together. This was led by the actors 
and the star of the show, ‘Joey - the War Horse’. The 
children then performed their song at the Minster in 
front of guests which included the director of the show 
and some of the actors. The children then went back to 
the Empire to watch a performance of War Horse. The 
children had a fantastic day and it was a great way to 
end the project. Miss McLoughlin and Miss Hunter. 
 

It’s the famous Year 5 Groovy Greek Day! 

 
To celebrate the end of our topic, The Groovy Greeks, 
the children had a Greek Day! They came dressed to 
school in some fabulous outfits - Greek soldiers, Gods, 
Goddesses and Athenians or Spartans. We started the 
day sampling some Greek foods such as feta cheese, 
olives, pita bread and Greek yoghurt with honey. The 
children then looked at the Ancient Greek number 
system and the Greek origin of some of the words that 
we use today. After that, the children completed their 
Greek pots using a ‘scratch art’ technique and the 
finished product was really authentic. In the afternoon 
the children enjoyed watching Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief - a fantasy-adventure film based on 
Greek mythology. We had an excellent day - a great 
way to end our topic. Mrs Bracknall. 
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Year 3 letters displayed in ASDA! 

 
Year 3 have been learning all about recycling and why 
it is so important for our environment. In order to 
persuade the people in our local area to recycle more, 
we wrote persuasive letters and decided to display 
them somewhere where they would be viewed by a lot 
of people. We chose ASDA as we know that a lot of 
people in our local community go there regularly. We 
walked up and displayed our letters in various areas of 
the store including around the notice boards and at the 
bakery. We then took a look at the recycling containers 
and discussed the items which can be recycled in 
these. We also discussed how taking old clothes to 
these recycling containers would benefit our 
environment. The children were very sensible when 
walking to and from ASDA and displayed impeccable 
manners when in the store.  Miss Stell and Miss Tose. 
 

GPS Dodgeball Stars! 

 
 

Recently, a group of Y5/6 children took part in a 
Dodgeball Tournament at Farringdon Academy. 
Dodgeball is a great game as it promotes teamwork, 
communication, tactics, hand/eye co-ordination and 
ultimately it promotes having fun which we had lots of!  
The children were split into three mixed groups and 
they played a series of short games against other 
schools. They showed great determination throughout 
the tournament and worked really well as a team. I 
was incredibly proud of them all! Mrs. Bracknall. 

 

Year 1 enjoy a special Tea Party!  

 
As part of our circus topic, Y1KB were learning about 
tigers and read the story ‘The Tiger who came to Tea’. 
The children wanted to have their very own tea party 
and they wanted to invite the tiger. They wrote 
fantastic invitations to the tiger persuading him to 
come. Unfortunately, he came to the tea party too 
early and messed up the classroom and spilt tea all 
over the table. Luckily, he didn’t find the food. The 
children enjoyed listening to music, eating delicious 
food and even drinking tea! Miss Beetham. 
 

Year 3 are getting fit with AAA Sports! 

 
Year 3 had a fantastic afternoon out at AAA Sports in 
Southwick. It was the annual gymnastics festival and 
we got the chance to show off our gymnastics skills! 
We had a go on the spring board and vault which was 
so much fun. There was lots of equipment out such as 
bars and beams to practise our balancing on- we could 
balance very well! Our favourite part was the 
trampolines! We learnt how to straddle jump and stop 
when bouncing. Huge thank you to AAA Sports for the 
fantastic opportunity! Miss Tose. 
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We’re Superheroes in Early Years! 

 
We had such a super time today for our superhero 
day. This was the end of our superhero topic, so we 
held this day to celebrate. PC Hewitt came into school 
the day before and one of our parents who is a nurse 
came in too. We sang and danced along to superhero 
songs and took part in various games. Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Welcome to the Nursery Parent Workshop 

 
We had such a fantastic turnout of parents and      
grandparents for our stay and play session. Everyone 
had lots of fun taking part in the various activities we 
had set out. There was a focus on developing the 
children’s fine motor skills. One of the activities was 
playdough making - everyone had the chance to make 
some and take it home. Everyone got some great 
ideas of how to develop motor skills at home too. 
Thank you for your continued support. Mrs Mitchell. 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Amazing Valentines Disco! 

 
Our Friends of to organise and run a fantastic 
Valentines disco. The children had fun dancing, 
playing games and enjoying the fine food and drink on 
offer! The Friends group also organised a Raffle. Total 
funds raised amounted to an amazing £324.83. We’d 
like to thanks the Friends Group for all of their hard 
work – they really are a fabulous asset to the school! 
 

Superb Singing at Grangetown! 

 
After our amazingly success last term, the school choir 
have started this year fantastically. We have a huge 
team of talented singers that come on Thursday 
lunchtime, giving up their time to sing as part of our 
Choir. So far we have already learned three new 
songs which are sounding beautiful. The children have 
been working very hard to add expression and 
harmonies to their singing, which takes the songs to 
the next level. We even had over 20 auditions for a 
small solo part in one of the songs! It was so hard to 
choose from all our fabulous singers and the rest of 
the Choir we’re extremely supportive to each other. 
We will soon begin working on a selection of songs for 
‘The big sing’ which takes place at the Sunderland 
Empire in the summer term. Keep up the brilliant 
singing and enthusiasm everyone! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Tues 19
th

 Mar. Y4 to Beamish. 
Wed 20

th
 March: Y4 to the Beacon of Light (am). 

Fri 22
nd

 March. Y3 to the Botanical Gdns, Durham. 
Thurs 4

th
 April. Y1 to Warkworth Castle. 

Fri 5
th

 April, 1.00pm: Start of Easter holiday. 
Mon 8

th
 – Fri 19

th
 April. Easter Holiday. 

Mon 22
nd

 April: School reopens for the start of Term. 
Mon 13

th
 - Fri 17

th
 May. Y6 SATs. 

 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

A reminder that we offer 
 

 

 Free Places for 2 year olds – 15 hours a week 
– check eligibility with our school office staff. 

 Breakfast Club – every day – 7.45 a.m. 
onwards. Just £1.20 - Fantastic value! 

 Home from Home – after school care – Mon to 
Fri 3.15 until 5.00pm. Just £2.50 per session – 
Fantastic value! 
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