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GPS Staff on Tour – half-term in Nepal! 

 
During half term, four Grangetown staff (Ms Cole, Miss 
Hunter, Mrs Millican and Mrs Miller) visited Nepal! We 
were first welcomed by staff and children from Bakena 
Bal Batika School in Chitwan, where we were treated 
to lots of singing and dancing! We showed the children 
photographs and video of GPS. We then spent a few 
days visiting our partner school - Triabidya Shikchya – 
in Kathmandu, where we watched the children take 
part in their Parents’ Day where they sang, danced 
and performed Tai Chi. The final school we visited was 
Trissa School in Thankot (the hills). This was a new 
school with so far only classes of nursery children. 
Here we sang together and read stories. We also 
worked with the teachers and led a conference where 
we led workshops on anti-bullying, wellbeing, reading 
and storytelling. We’re looking forward to sharing our 
experiences with the children in Grangetown. Mrs 
Millican. 
 

Year 5 work with actor Chris Connaughton 

 
To help celebrate the end of our Greek topic, the 
children took part in an exciting literacy workshop led 
by actor and author Chris Connaughton. During the 
morning session, the children listened to amazing story 
telling, where they heard all about the adventures of 
Odysseus. Chris helped to bring the stories alive and 
the children were a captive audience. With wonderful 
motivation, the children then wrote letters and diaries 
in character. Together, they created a ‘word hoard’ and 
then were able to use this to write descriptive pieces of 
writing adding and improving their work through the 
afternoon. There’s a short video on our Twitter feed – 
check it out!  Mrs Millican. 

 

Meet our Playground Buddies! 

 
Recently, Miss Donaldson and Miss Henry set up our 
playground buddies scheme. A number of Key Stage 
Two children applied for the role, which involves being 
on the yard at playtimes and making sure that 
everyone has someone to play with and is having a 
happy playtime. Each child is given a special bib to 
wear on the yard so that everyone knows who they 
are. The children are starting in their roles this week 
and are very excited to help others. Miss Donaldson 
and Miss Henry. 
 

Our recording session with Marty! 

 
Years 5&6 recently worked with local musician & 
singer Marty Longstaff (www.thelakepoets.com), 
recording their song Plane without a Pilot. They had 
previously worked with Marty - as part of the Never 
Such Innocence competition - to write the song and 
then they performed it at the Sunderland Minster in 
December. In partnership with the Sunderland Music 
Hub, the children worked together to practise and then 
record their song in order to enter it into the 
competition. The children listened, practised and sang 
beautifully. Well done everyone! Mrs Millican. 
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Messy Play at GPS – Free! 
 

Great fun for you & your little one! 
 

Every Tuesday 1.30-2.30 
 

Age from birth – 4 
 

Book your place by ringing 5537647 
 

For more information & photos see 
Facebook: @NurseryGrangetown 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/
http://www.thelakepoets.com/
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Comment Ça va? 
Year 2 have enjoyed 
pretending they 
were little creatures 
when Madame 
Blackett asks them 
questions. It is 
always useful to 
recap things which 
we have already 
covered when we 

are learning to speak a new 
language.  It is amazing how a pair of googly eyes can 
make even the quietest children more confident when 
speaking in French! The children were also able to 
remember the colours we have worked on to describe 
the eyes they picked out. Bravo!  
 

Year 2 visit Africa…for the day! 
To find out more 
about our 
‘Sunderland to 
Safari’ topic, the 
Year 2 children 
took part in an 
exciting African 
day. This was a 
whole day all 
about Africa to 
help the children 
to learn more 
about this 

amazing place. This began with a treasure hunt, 
finding facts about the Maasai Tribe, who live in the 
African Savannah. We then had lots of fun creating our 
own traditional African jewellery. To end the day, the 
children took part in an African music workshop where 
they learnt how to play the djembe drums and used 
these to perform some traditional African music. Well 
done Year 2 on a fantastic day!  Miss Donaldson and 
Miss Stabler. 
 

Dinosaurs in Reception! 
Last half-term, 
Reception had a 
fantastic time learning 
about dinosaurs. The 
children enjoyed 
learning about 
different types of 
dinosaurs, 
investigating fossils in 
our sand area 
reading the book 
‘Tyrone the horrible’.  
They sequenced the 
Tyrone story, made 
their very own story map with 
actions to go with it, and wrote instructions for how to 
make a hot sandwich (just like the one that Tyrone 
stole from little Boland!). Miss Lambton. 

Adventures with Kensuke in Year 6! 

 
Our topic this term is ‘Adventures with Kensuke’ and is 
linked to the Michael Morpurgo novel ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom’.  As well as reading the novel, the children 
are basing their written work around it.  They have 
written conversations between the characters, 
produced a ‘Missing’ poster and written a ‘balanced 
argument’. They’ll also be writing a persuasive letter 
and a story set on a desert island. The children are 
also busy with their SATs preparation and practising 
lots of sample questions. They’re working very hard 
and giving 100% effort. Well done! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

EYFS visit the Great North Museum  
Early Years had a fabulous 
time at the Great North 
Museum! The bus took us 
over two bridges and we had 
a look at the river 
underneath! When we 
arrived at the Museum we 
took part in a Dinky Dino 
workshop where we 
became Palaeontologists 
for the day! We excavated 
bones from the sand, 
investigated a range of 

fossils and recorded our finds. After lunch, we 
explored the Museum and couldn’t believe there was a 
huge T-Rex skeleton in the middle! We enjoyed 
looking at how big its teeth were and how small its 
hands would have been! We made observational 
drawings of the T-Rex and other artefacts. We were 
very tired on our way back to school and some of us 
feel asleep on the bus! EYFS Team. 
 

Fossil finds! 
Year 1 were fascinated 
when they found out that a 
dinosaur fossil was found in 
Sunderland in 2011 after 
they read a news article. 
They then decided to try 
and find their own dinosaur 

fossils. The children got wrapped-up and went on a 
walk to the beach to see if they could hunt for any 
fossils. One of the children found a strange looking 
rock and with further inspection, they realised it was a 
dinosaur tooth! The children immediately started to 
write their own news article when they arrived back to 
school. They have kept the fossil safe and have 
completed observational drawings of it. Super hunting 
Year 1! Miss Beetham. 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/
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Year 5 visit a snowy Rainton Meadows! 

 
Recently, our Y5 children had a great day exploring 
Rainton Meadows Nature Reserve. In the morning, we 
learned how to read a compass and did some map 
reading. The children collected pictures of wildflowers 
on their 'magic wands'. After a lunchtime adventure in 
their amazing playground, the children worked in 
groups to read maps and complete a treasure hunt, 
searching for wildflowers and letters to make up a 
book name. All of the teams made it back in time and 
one team actually found all 18 'treasures'! We then 
played 'lingo bingo' to match the flowers and finally, 
the children made up jokes about the wild flowers from 
their packs :) We all had a fantastic day! Thank you to 
all parents and carers for sending children to school so 
well wrapped up for the weather! Mrs Millican. 
 

Y1 are so excited to meet the guide dogs! 

 
In order to celebrate the year of the dog, Year 1 were 
thrilled to receive a visit from two guide dogs. The 
children asked some fantastic questions and found out 
lots of information about how guide dogs are trained 
and what to do and not to do if you see a working 
guide dog. We now know that if a guide dog has its 
harness on then it is working and we should not stroke 
it or give it treats. As the dogs weren’t working during 
the visit we were allowed to stroke them. A huge thank 
you to Guide Dogs UK for providing this fantastic 
session for the children, they thoroughly enjoyed it! 
Miss Stell and Miss Beetham.  

 
 
 
 
 

Making music at Grangetown! 

 
Looking back to last half-term…the children have been 
doing some very exciting creative work in music! One 
of our year 1 classes has been learning to sing and 
play ‘London songs’ using the glockenspiels, and the 
other has explored how different musical instruments 
can create dinosaur sounds! Year 2 have been very 
rhythmic playing the djembe drums and learning to 
sing an African song. Our Y3 children have been 
looking at metallic sounds, creating a piece of ‘metallic 
forest’ music using different groups of metal 
instruments. They have loved using the different sized 
triangles, tambourines and glockenspiels. It’s machine 
music for Y4! They have been doing lots of listening 
and exploring how music can perfectly replicate the 
sounds of machinery, trains and moving cogs. Lots of 
excellent listening skills and creative thinking here! Our 
fabulous Y5 classes have been looking at themes and 
musical patterns that represent the Greek Gods. They 
have even composed some of their own themes to 
match different Gods and have worked together to 
create music telling the story of Perseus the hero and 
Medusa the villain! In Y6 we have been on an Island 
adventure describing different pirate themes and 
creating some whole class Gamelan music from the 
Indonesian Islands. Excellent work from everyone - 
keep up the musical magic!  
 

Y1 on Tour – Great North Museum! 

 
As part of our dinosaur topic, Year 1 visited the Great 
North Museum to view the dinosaur exhibition. We 
were amazed at how big the T-Rex skeleton was! The 
children all got onto the floor and sketched the 
skeleton. Their artwork was fantastic! We worked 
through a dinosaur explorer kit and became 
palaeontologists, searching for fossils. The children 
asked some excellent questions about prehistoric life 
to deepen their knowledge. Their behaviour was 
superb, and they were great ambassadors for GPS. 

Easter Egg-citement! 
We’ll be having our Egg-Character 
Competition as usual towards the end of 
term, planned and judged by our School 
Council. More details will reach you soon. 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/
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Year 5 Greek Day 

 
For our Greek Day this year, the children had the 
wonderful experience of working with actor and author 
Chris Connaughton as part of a Greek literacy 
workshop. To help children get into character, they 
were invited to come to school dressed as Ancient 
Greeks. The children (supported by parents and 
carers) made some fantastic outfits and looked 
amazing! We all had a fantastic day! Mrs Millican.  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Xīn Nián Kuài Lè (新年快乐) 

 
We recently celebrated Chinese New Year, across the 
school. Articles and photos from all classes will be 
online soon. Meanwhile, here’s a report from Year 2: 
To help us understand how Chinese people celebrate 
the New Year we discussed and compared how we 
celebrate a New Year. We agreed that we both have 
fireworks and parties. We also wish each other a 
“Happy New Year”. We then looked at the Chinese 
Zodiac and the children learnt that each year is named 
after a different animal. In Year 2 you are either a 
rabbit or a tiger. Chinese people believe in good luck 
charms and because this year is the year of the dog 
we decided to create or own hanging charms. The 
children chose which breed of dog they would like to 
use. They then coloured these in and wrote ‘Happy 
New Year’ in Chinese lettering. Using ribbon we 
attached them together and then hung them up. We 
listened to traditional Chinese music as we worked. 
The children also enjoyed looking at Chinese 
decorations and dressing up. Miss Stabler. 

Baltic Bridges Visit! 

 
On Friday 9

th
 February Y1VS visited the Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead. We took part in a 

bridges workshop which took place on level five where we had a fantastic view of Gateshead and Newcastle. 
During the workshop, the children had to use their drawing and creating skills in order to design their own 
bridge. They created some very interesting designs! After the workshop we stayed on level five and used 
binoculars to explore the landmarks which we could see. We talked about the similarities and differences 
between these landmarks and those which we have been learning about in London. After lunch we were 
delighted to see that the weather had cleared up so we were able to go out onto the terrace to get an even 
better look at the landmarks. We finished our trip with a walk across The Millennium Bridge. A fantastic day was 
had by all and as always, the children were superb role models for our school. Miss Stell.  
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 
 

Fri 9 March: World Book Day 
Mon 12 March: Y5 Recycling Workshop (Groundworks) 
Mon 19 March: Y5 Wildflower Meadow Creation  
Thurs 22 March: Woodland Trust Assembly 
Fri 23-Sun 25 March: Derwent Hill 
Thur 29 March 1.00pm: School closes for Easter holiday. 
Mon 16 April 8.50am: School reopens for Summer Term. 
 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/

