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GPS Join Anti-Bullying Week 2016! 

 
Recently, we took part in Anti-Bullying Week, held 
nationally every year. During the week, the children 
took part in special assemblies led by Mr McAnaney 
and Ms Cole as well as activities and discussions in 
class. Sharon and Emma, our ‘Magic Listeners’ from 
IMPACT North East, led two workshops in which they 
explored the different types of bullying. As a result of 
one such workshop, a group of Year 5 pupils formed 
their own ‘Bully Busters’ group. They will be supported 
by school staff in looking at ways in which they can 
help children across school continue to understand 
what bullying is as how to report any issues. This year 
school is also, once again, taking part in the Anti-
Bullying Poster competition with IMPACT NE. Entries, 
all of which are of a very high standard, have been 
received for Sharon and her team to look through. The 
work undertaken during the week complemented our 
ongoing work across school. Ms Cole. 
 

Zoolab visit – meeting our new friends! 

 
A group of year 4 boys have written this fantastic 
article about their recent Zoolab experience: 
Year 4 had a brilliant experience this week. Rob, from 
Zoolab, kindly brought some of his favourite rainforest 
animals to visit us. We held the animals, including: 
hissing cockroaches, a millipede and a brown chubby 
frog. After we held some animals, we were visited by 
Tallulah… the tarantula! We weren’t allowed to hold 
the tarantula because, when they are scared, they 
spray hairs from their bottoms which make your eyes 
really itchy. Some of us were really glad she was kept 
in her container. The highlight of the morning was 
when we were introduced to Prince Harry. Prince 

 
Harry was a Royal Python who we all got to hold. Can 
you guess where he got his name from? Rob also told 
us lots of information about the rainforest such as 1000 
trees are cut down every hour and only 6% of the 
Earth’s surface is made of rainforest. It was an 
amazing morning and we’d all like to say a big thank 
you to Rob for coming in to visit us. By Areeb, Aaron, 
Ben, Owen, Ellis, Richie, Ryan, Liam and Adrians. 
 

Signed, Sealed, Delivered! 

 
As part of our topic, Year 1 walked to the post box to 
post a letter. We posted the letter to ourselves at 
school so we had to make sure we had the correct 
address on the envelope for our school as well as a 1

st
 

class stamp. Before we left we all made a prediction 
about what day we thought the letter would arrive back 
and we made sure the office staff would look out for 
our letter coming back to us with the postman! The 
letter was dropped into the post box at 1.30pm and we 
read all of the information on the front of the box that 
explained it would be collected at 5.30pm that day.  
Even though this time of year must be very busy for 
Royal Mail our letter was delivered back to school at 
9.30am the following day, less than 24 hours! We 
looked closely at the ink marks on the front and the 
stamp said that our letter had been in the sorting office 
at 7.30pm being organised for delivery. The children 
really enjoyed this experience and have been busy 
writing letters in our Post Office role play area ever 
since! Mrs Dolan. 
 

Our exciting journey to Neverland! 

 
The year 6 topic for the second half of the Autumn 
term is 'Journey to Neverland'. This is closely linked to 
our Christmas production of Peter Pan. The year 6 
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children throughout the term will have the wonderful 
experience of learning scripts, practicing their dancing 
and singing and working towards a fantastic 
performance of Peter Pan. Based around the inspiring 
book of J. M. Barrie, the children have already written 
poems (including personification) and will be writing 
their own stories. They have carried out research 
ready to write a non-chronological report about 
crocodiles. They’ve also written newspaper articles 
about strange sightings of children 'flying' over London! 
Linking the story to our geography, children are 
learning about mountains and mountain ranges. In 
science, they are classifying types of living organisms. 
It is a very busy and exciting half term! Mrs Millican 
 

Fab E-Twinning Project….and much more! 

 
Year 6 are working on their project ‘eTwinning Noticias 
TV: We are active citizen journalists’ with our friends 
from ‘Colegio la Enseñanza’ (Valladolid, Spain). We 
have been learning about ‘sustainable cooking’ and we 
have made a special recipe in collaboration with our 
Spanish friends!  Year 6, you are doing a fantastic job 
as eTwinning journalists! Year 5 have been learning 
the Spanish conjugation through their topic: ‘Yo viajo a 
Barcelona’ (‘I travel to Barcelona’). We have been 
practising the whole conjugation (singular and plural 
forms) through some challenges and games, while the 
‘Camp Nou’ stadium. and even attending the ‘Balon 
D’or’ ceremony with famous footballers. Isn’t this 
fantastic? How do you say: ‘we talk’ ‘you talk’ and ‘they 
talk’ in Spanish? Remember that the verb ‘to talk’ is 
‘hablar’  Year 4 have been learning how to express 
likes and dislikes in relation to actions: ‘Me gusta…’ (to 
like). We have been practicing through songs, games, 
iPads and speaking activities… What does ‘Me gusta 
cantar’ mean in English? Year 3 pupils have started 
their new topic: ‘Las frutas’ (The fruits) and they are 
trying their best while asking/answering questions 
about quantity. How do you say: ‘twelve bananas’ and 
‘thirty apples’? (Remember to add the plural – s at the 
end of each fruit!). Year 2 are making a fantastic job 
while learning school objects. We have been singing 
the song ‘¿Qué tienes en la mochila?’ (What do you 
have in your schoolbag?) and playing guessing games 
to help us remember the new vocabulary. How do you 
say ‘pencil’ and ruler’ in Spanish? Year 1 continue 
learning ‘Los colores’ (colours) through actions.  How 
do you say ‘white, pink and orange’ in Spanish? ¡Bien 
hecho chicos y chicas!  Miss Rodríguez  

Let’s have a celebration! 

 
We’re having a fantastic time in Early Years this half 
term. We’ve been learning about different types of 
celebrations, including Diwali, Hanuakkah, Guy 
Fawkes and birthdays! We’ve been busy being 
creative, experiencing using different tools and 
materials to create wonderful works of art! We’ve 
made wax pictures, clay diva lamps, firework scenes 
and we even carved our own pumpkins! We’ve been 
introduced to a whole new range of books and enjoyed 
making up our own stories and puppet shows! We also 
had a special visit from a parent who came in and 
talked to us about the dark nights and mornings, and 
being safe when we cross the road. We are looking 
forward to visiting Whitehouse Farm and seeing Santa, 
and we’re also looking forward to seeing all the 
parents at our Christmas crafts session, both of which 
will mark the start of our Christmas topic (more about 
those activities in our next Newsletter!) EYFS Team   
 

EYFS visit our local Sikh Gurdwara 

 
During our ‘Let’s have a celebration’ topic, EYFS 
visited the Sikh Gurdwara in Ashbrooke. As we were 
learning all about Diwali, the Hindu festival of light, we 
thought it would be nice to learn a little bit more about 
Sikh beliefs and customs – we discovered that Sikhs 
celebrate Diwali too. On arrival to the Gurdwara we 
took our shoes off and entered into the main room. 
There were lots of beautiful artefacts to look at and our 
guides gave us a lot of information about celebrations 
and customs.  We then went to the hall where food is 
prepared and served to anyone visiting the temple and 
were given snacks and drinks to enjoy! They were 
delicious! What a fantastic visit and our children’s 
manners were impeccable! Well done everyone! 
Foundation Stage Team. 
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Our Stone Age Adventure! 

 
This term the children have been exploring the Stone 
Age. We have been comparing life then to modern 
day. The children made their own clay necklaces in the 
style of early humans. Year three have been working 
really hard in literacy and have been writing: non-
chronological reports, diary entries and a story set in 
the Stone Age.  Our science topic links-up perfectly - 
we have been looking at different types of rocks and 
their properties. We’ve even had a full day of Stone 
Age activities, where the children participated in fire 
making, cave painting and cooking over an open fire 
(to feature in our next Newsletter). Miss Fraser. 
 

Year 1 go on a Shopping Trip! 

 
Year 1 have been planning a party for Hugless 
Douglas as his party was ruined by his terrible cousins! 
We wrote a shopping list of the things that we would 
need and walked to Asda to buy them! We were all so 
well behaved and made a great lasting impression on 
the staff at Asda. We are very excited for the party! 
Miss Moody. 
 

Early Years just love Fuzzy-Eds! 
Everyone in Nursery visited Fuzzy Ed’s 

soft play recently. The children enjoyed 
playing in the different areas: sliding, 
playing in the ball pits and swinging. All 

children received a lucky bag and a 
balloon to take home too. We had such a fantastic 

time and we want to say a big thank you to our parents 
group for this, as our visit was funded by them. Our 
parents group also volunteered to support us with this 
and we had seven members of our parents group to 
help us and they did a fantastic job! EYFS Team. 

Year 5’s ‘Moon Mission’! 

 
This term Year 5 have been learning about a topic 
called ‘Moon Mission’. It’s a fun topic because we have 
been learning about Neil Armstrong when he landed 
on the Moon with Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins. We 
have also been learning about forces in Science and 
we were using Newton force meters. Happily, in P.E. 
we have been doing a moon-related dance and it is 
going really well so far. A group of children are the 
astronauts and they have to land on the Moon and 
then there is a big battle because the aliens come on 
the stage. We have been put into different groups and 
we are making two different amazing dances and we 
are hoping to perform this dance to the other group at 
the end of the term. It has been an extremely 
interesting topic and we have learnt so much. By 
Shauna and Ellie (both year 5) 
 

Year 5 meet Technology Tom! 

 
Recently we made an orrery with Technology Tom – 
an orrery is a model of how the Solar System works. It 
was a fun activity. The orreries were made out of lots 
of different materials like little mini straws, lolly sticks, 
polystyrene balls, an electric wire, sticks, an elastic 
band, square prism, little yellow clips and a foam cube. 
We had to put all of the things together so that when 
you turned the Suns stick the Earth spins and the 
Moon orbits the Earth. It was one of the best things 
Year 5 have ever made and we certainly enjoyed 
making it. Thank you Technology Tom! By Ellie and 
Jack year 5. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Years Outdoor Project Update 
After the early hiccups, the project is nearing 
completion. The children will soon be able to 
play on the wonderful new equipment. We’ll 
have a full report, with photos, in our next 
Newsletter. 
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

 

 

Mon 12 Dec. 2.15-3.00. EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Thurs 15 Dec. 2.00 / 6.00 Peter Pan – Christmas Show! 
Wed 21 Dec. End of term (1.00pm from St Aidan’s Church) 

 

See our website for a full list of dates (address 
below). Also see Twitter for photos & news 

updates: https://twitter.com/Grangetown_PS 

Class 4E and their Ravishing Rainforests!  

 
This half term, Year 4 have taken a trek into the depths 
of the jungle as they have been exploring the 
fascinating world of the rainforests. So far, the children 
have discovered where the rainforests are, what they 
look like and who lives in the rainforests (including 
animals, plants and indigenous people). We have even 
had a chance to get up-close and personal with some 
the animals. Throughout the topic the children will 
learn how to look after a wormery and go on a fact 
finding mission to see why the rainforest should be 
protected. Some of the children have produced 
beautiful artwork, including masks inspired by the 
rainforest. The children have fully enjoyed being 
immersed in the world of tropical rainforests! Miss 
Edokpayi. 
 

Radiant Rainforests and Canopy Critters!  

 
Class 4H have been working hard this term on their 
new topic ‘Radiant rainforests and Canopy Critters’. 
They have been learning about where rainforests are, 
and how to identify them and the animals who live 
there. As part of their topic they were visited by 
rainforest creatures such as hissing cockroaches, 
chubby frogs and even a Royal Python. Some of the 
children have even produced wonderful art projects 
inspired by the rainforest. Miss Hunter. 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Multiplication Awards! 
Recently we celebrated the children’s 
success in maths by holding our 
half-termly Multiplications Awards 
Assembly. Children who had been 
working hard to learn their times 

tables were awarded certificates and badges if 
they successfully answered multiplication and 
division facts for a particular multiplication table. 
Times tables are so important, and used across 
many maths topics. We were all very impressed 
with the number of children who achieved an 
award and hope that everyone is working at 
school and at home in preparation for the next 
multiplications assembly! Mrs Millican 
 

Paw Patrol visits Grangetown! 

 
Year 1 were visited by a Police Dog Handler who told 
us all about his job and how he keeps us safe.  Steve 
explained that Jackson is a highly trained dog who 
uses his amazing sense of smell to help the Police 
Force in their day to day job. Jackson was very well 
behaved and showed off his listening skills by following 
Steve’s commands. Steve gave the children excellent 
information about how to stay safe around dogs, 
especially dogs that are unfamiliar to the children.  
There were 5 important rules to follow.  I wonder if the 
children can tell you what they were…?  Mrs Dolan 
 

 

A big ‘Well Done’ to our ‘Friends’ Group! 
Our ‘Friends’ group, made up of GPS parents &* 
carers, recently did a fabulous job organising & 
running our Christmas Fayre….and an amazing 
raffle too. In our next Newsletter we’ll update you on 
the final total monies raised. 


