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Catch the Reading Bug! 

 
Over the past half term we have opened a new early 
bird club called Reading Bugs.  The club is held every 
Friday morning in the ICT Suite and children work 
alongside an adult on a range of phonic based games.  
The children have loved coming into school and 
collecting stickers on their reward card, the children 
receive a sticker for each week they attend.  The club 
will continue to run after the Easter break and it’s not 
too late to come along and join in the fun!  Thank you 
to all the parents that have supported us; we have had 
a fantastic turn out each week and we really do 
appreciate you taking the time to come in so early on a 
Friday morning! Miss Stabler. 
 

Year 1 on Tour - Seven Stories! 

 
Year 1 enjoyed a visit to Seven Stories this week for 
their bear exhibition. We were greeted by a fantastic 
story teller called Laurence who read us a range of 
stories all about bears. We were then given time to 
explore the bear gallery, looking at illustrations from 
famous books as well as dress up in bear costumes. 
On the afternoon we were split into 2 groups and we 
took part in workshops. In the first one we acted out 
scenes from the story, The Bear and the Piano.  In the 
second workshop we were given pieces of a jigsaw 
and had to find where they were taken from in the 
room. We had a lot of fun and enjoyed the imaginative 
ways in which the stories were read to us.  Well done 
to all of the children who once again were impeccably 
behaved. Miss Stell and Mrs Dolan. 

 

World Book Day Celebration! 

 
The whole school recently celebrated World Book 
Day. The children dressed up as their favourite 
book characters and spent the day taking part in 
reading related activities. We started the day with a 
class swap where our younger children paired up 
with some of our older children to share their 
favourite books. We then joined together in the hall 
to show off our amazing costumes and give out 
prizes (books of course!). On the afternoon 
children took part in activities in their own 
classrooms and produced some fantastic work 
such as bookmarks, art work related to a class text 
and book reviews. We all had a great day- roll on 
next year! Miss Stabler. 
 

Red Nose Day Fun & Fund-raising! 

 
On Friday 24

th
 March school took part in Red Nose 

Day for Comic Relief.  The day was a roaring success.  
Children made a donation for the opportunity to come 
to so school in their own clothes – assembly was a sea 
of red that morning.  A group of our Y3 girls worked 
closely with Mrs Young and organised the sale of red 
noses in school. They were so popular we had to order 
more.  Along with the sale of cakes and biscuits which 
were very kindly donated by staff, parents and carers, 
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our fundraising raised the fantastic amount of £500. 
Thank you once again for your support.  Ms Cole.  
 

Easter Egg Competition 

 
We ended Spring term with our annual Easter Egg 
competition, for which all children were invited to 
decorate an egg.  As ever, our children displayed their 
creativity with a vast array of designs. The School 
Council chose a winner from each class and those 
lucky children received a chocolate Easter Egg as a 
prize. Congratulations to this year’s winners: Mary-
Anna, Sofia, Holly, Maisie, India, Niah, Anton, Grace, 
Amelia, Courtney, Phoebe, and Rilley. Ms Cole. 
 

Grangetown win Gold for skipping! 

 
This week the children from Year 4 finally got to show 
off all of their hard work. The children have been 
working extremely hard since November learning new 
skills and practising constantly. After performing 
individual skipping skills, the children took part in a 3 
minute skip dance. It was incredible! When it came to 
the medals ceremony, all of the children had 
everything crossed and they were extremely nervous. 
However, there was no need to be as Grangetown 
walked away with the gold medal for the skip dance! It 

has been fantastic to see children persevering, 
developing their skills and more importantly working 
together. I'm extremely proud of all of the children who 
took part. I hope they continue to work on their new 
skills even now the festival is over. Miss Hunter. 
 

We’re working with Beamish! 

 
Year 4 are part of a project, working with the Sir Tom 
Cowie Trust, designed to enrich our curriculum. This 
week we visited Beamish Museum to launch the 
Project. The children took part in two activities, one 
was linked to life on the farm so children could 
understand the life of Hogarth - one of the main 
characters in our book ‘The Iron Man’. Whilst children 
were on the farm, a lamb was born and Beamish 
actually named it after one of our children whose 
birthday it was! The second part of the visit involved 
the children working in a factory. They found it very 
tricky to stick to the no talking rules and some children 
were even fined by the very strict factory owner! The 
children decided that Victorian factory life wasn’t for 
them and they’d much rather work in factories which 
have machines and robots to help them. We look 
forward to our next visit to the museum. Miss Hunter. 
 

Reception Parents Workshop 

 
Reception parents were invited into school to work with 
their children for the morning. Miss Tose’s group 
focused on activities linked to our topic of 
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Superheroes. Some of the activities we completed in 
the classroom were rescuing peas from jelly linked to 
the story ‘Supertato’, writing secret messages, reading 
superhero captions and creating superhero names. 
Mrs Harris’s group focused on Spring time and 
phonics. The children designed their own Easter eggs, 
read captions and found lots of tricky words to read 
and spell. Thank you to all parents who attended, your 
support is always appreciated. EYFS Team. 
 

Lots going on in Spanish! 

 
Year 6 are doing a fantastic job with the project 
‘eTwinning Noticias TV: We are active citizen 
journalists’, learning about ‘The Global Goals’ and 
making our school, our community and the World a 
better place. We have decorated Easter eggs to 
celebrate a very special ‘Global Easter hunt’ with our 
friends from Spain and England. ‘¡Muy bien chic@s’! 
Year 5 have been learning how to make interrogative 
sentences by using inverted question marks or by 
adding a tag question (¿No?) at the end. Year 4 been 
making sentences to express likes and dislikes using 
connectives (Y=and, tambien=also, but=pero). What 
does ‘Me gusta bailar y cantar  pero no me gusta 
hablar’ mean in English? Year 3 pupils have been 
trying their best while forming the plural of some fruits 
and learning definite articles: ‘El, la, los, las’.  Can you 
form the plural of ‘la fresa’ and ‘el melocotón’ in 
Spanish?  Year 2 are learning the song ‘Yo pregunto’ 
(I ask questions) to introduce themselves and talk 
about their name, age and country. Can you answer in 
Spanish the questions: ¿Como te llamas tu? and 
¿Cuantos anos tienes tu?:-). Year 1 have had a great 
time learning numbers from 1 to 20, including the song 
‘Los números’. Well done everyone! Miss Rodríguez. 
 

Parent-Teacher Consultations 
We had a fantastic turn-out for 
our Spring Term consultation 
meetings. Several classes 
achieved a 100% turn out, and 
overall the turn-out was around 
97%. Thankyou so much for 

your support. We firmly believe that these meetings 
make an important contribution to your child’s learning 
– good home-school links make such a difference!. 
 

Amazing Americas! 

 
This half term Year 5 have enjoyed learning all about 
the 23 different countries in North America. In literacy 
the children wrote a persuasive letter to Donald Trump 
to ban child labour on tobacco farms. The children 
produced some excellent work and we are awaiting a 
reply from the President himself! In music and art, the 
children have been focussing upon Native Americans. 
They have looked at totem poles and their meanings 
and origins and they then designed and created their 
own. They also followed instructions to make a dream 
catcher. In music the children have listened to 
traditional Native American music and have begun to 
compose their own pieces. The children have spent 
time looking at the geography of the 23 countries that 
make up North America including their capital cities, 
population and average temperatures and they have 
compared this to the area in which they live. Overall, 
we have had a thoroughly enjoyable topic this half 
term and we look forward to the fun activities we have 
planned coming-up next half term. Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Remarkable Robots! 

 
Year 4 have been thoroughly enjoying reading The 
Iron Man by Ted Hughes. Children have taken part in 
lots of drama activities to deepen their understanding 
of the story. They have used this as inspiration for 
writing newspaper reports, diaries and letters. Children 
have also been experimenting with circuits this term 
and investigated different insulators and conductors. 
As part of the topic children have been studying the 
work of Anthony Gormley and are currently working on 
producing a sculpture in the same style. Miss Hunter. 
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D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 
 

Mon 10-Fri 21 April. Easter holiday. 
Mon 24 April. School re-opens. 
Mon 8 May. Y6 SATs Week for Year 6. 
Thurs 11 May. Y5 Fire Safety activities. 
Mon 15 May. Y5 to Harehope Quarry. 
Tue 6, Wed 7 June. Y6 visiting Lambton Estate. 
Tues 13 June. Sunderland Dance Festival. 
 

See our Weekly Update, & our website for a full  

list of dates. Also, see Twitter for photos & news 
updates:  twitter.com/Grangetown_PS 

Nursery News! 

 
 

Parents Workshop. Thanks so much to the 

parents who attended our Nursery parent workshop 
earlier this term. We found out what we have been 
learning about in Nursery and we had some fantastic 
resources to take away. Parents also found out about 
end of year expectations and how we can best support 
our children at home. It finished with a slideshow of 
pictures showing just how busy we have been. 

Stay and Play All parents and children who are 

beginning their journey with us after Easter were 
invited to an exclusive stay and play session. This was 
held after school and both parents and children had a 
chance to look around our setting. The children 
enjoyed the opportunity to play in our different areas 
and parents had the opportunity to ask any questions 
they may have had. We look forward to all of the new 
children starting after the Easter holidays. FS Team. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Derwent Hill 2017 
Mrs Millican writes: Last weekend, fifty five of our year 4, 5 and 6 children had a wonderful residential weekend 
visiting Derwent Hill in the Lake District. We all had an absolutely amazing time taking part in lots of different 
and exciting activities like: gorge walking at Honister; swinging on the ‘Death Swing’; canoeing on Lake 
Derwentwater or trekking up to and investigating the mine. Our evening activities included a scavenger hunt, 
climbing on the low ropes and completing a night walk around the grounds. All of the children tried something 
new during the weekend and they worked together, helping their friends – and teachers! The children were all 
wonderfully behaved - were all very proud of their perseverance and teamwork. A fantastic weekend!  We took 
lots of photos - as ever – and these will appear soon on our school website at: 

www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/News/Galleries/  

Happy Easter…and a few Thankyous! 
We’d like to thank all of our families for the 
fantastic support you have given school this 
term. We’re now two thirds of the way through 
the school year, and the children are doing 
brilliantly. I’d also like to thank our wonderful 
staff for their commitment – they are so 
dedicated, caring and hard working. Finally – a 
huge thankyou to the children – you’ve all 
worked your socks off and we’re so proud of 
you. Happy Easter everyone – enjoy your 
holiday and we'll see you all again on Monday 
24th April for the start of what is sure to be an 
amazing Summer Term! Best wishes, Mr McAnaney. 
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