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Well Done Year 6! 

 
Y6 have recently done the SATs tests, and they’ve 
impressed everyone with their hard work, 
determination and perseverance. They approached the 
tests in a mature way, giving 100% effort at all times. 
So, a huge well done to every pupil in Year 6 – thanks 
for your fantastic behaviour, brilliant attitude, and for 
doing your best! You’re all STARS, and we’re so proud 
of you! We’d also like to thank our amazing staff – our 
teachers and TAs work so hard, and they really go the 
extra mile for the children – well done! Mr McAnaney. 
 

Anti-Bullying Awareness 

 
As part of our work to ensure that our school remains 
an anti-bullying school, we recently held our annual 
Anti-Bullying Poster competition. The staff from 
IMPACT North East launched the competition in a 
special assembly, where Ms Cole also talked to the 
children about ways to keep safe and how to report 
and deal with any bullying issues. This year, IMPACT 
judged the competition and picked winners and 
runners up from Key Stages 1 & 2. The runners up 
received a drawing pack whilst the lucky winners also 
received family passes to visit “Down on the Farm”. 
Key Stage One Winner:  Ryan. Key Stage One Runner 
Up: Evie. Key Stage Two Winner:  Kelsie. Key Stage 
Two Runner Up: Ribqah. Well done! Ms Cole. 
 

Sun Safety! 
With the sun here at last, please 
rremember to apply sun screen before 
school every day, and bring caps and 
sunglasses. Children can bring sun screen 
into school to be re-applied during the day 

– please label this with children’s names. The older 
children can apply sun screen themselves, but our 
youngest children will be supervised by an adult. Ms 
Cole will be leading an assembly to remind the 
children about this important message. Ms Cole. 

 

Super Sunderland! 

 
To start off our new topic Super Sunderland, we had a 
fantastic day out seeing the some of the sights and 
landmarks Sunderland has to offer. We had our very 
own tour guide Billy the bus driver and our first stop 
was the Stadium of Light! We saw how big it was, had 
a quick tour around and had a sneak peek at some of 
the player’s real tops! We then went to the Glass 
centre and saw all the wonderful glass artwork and a 
glass blowing and lathe demonstration! We had a 
break from the bus and walked along the river all the 
way to Roker beach! We discovered lots of different 
things on the beach and enjoyed building, playing and 
exploring with them! Our next stop was Penshaw 
Monument. We had to climb a very steep hill to get to it 
and enjoyed our lunch on the top! We loved looking at 
the wonderful views of Sunderland from up there and 
talked about the features of Penshaw Monument and 
why it was there. Our last stop was Herrington Park, 
we could see how big the park was from the top of the 
hill and loved exploring there too! EYFS Team. 
 

Raging Rivers 

 
Our new topic this half term is 'Raging Rivers'. We will 
be looking at the human and physical geography of the 
main UK and world rivers and studying in depth the 
features of a river. During our field trip to Harehope 
Quarry, we will be 'hands-on', measuring the width, 
depth and velocity of two of the River Wear's 
tributaries. In Literacy we will be: writing poetry based 
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around rivers; creating a booklet about rivers (non-
chronological report); writing explanation text about 
'The Water-cycle' and having a discussion about water 
pollution. Mrs Miller & Mrs Bracknall. 

 

Light up Sunderland! - Launch Event 
Year 4 have been given 
the very special 
opportunity to take part 
in a competition to 
design a Christmas light 
for the Sunderland 
Christmas illuminations. 
The competition involves 
other schools from 
across the Sunderland 
area. Children attended 
the launch event on the 

last day of term and were introduced to the theme of 
the competition this year, which is all about the 
community. The children played lots of games to get 
them in the festive spirit (even though it was only April) 
including making Christmas shapes out of pipe 
cleaners. They also looked at the different things which 
make up a community to use as inspiration for 
designing their own lights. Over the next half term, the 
children will work in teams to design their own 
Christmas light. As a school we will decide upon our 
winning entry which will then be put forward to the city 
final. Miss Hunter. 
 

Year 1 are on a magical Journey! 

 
This half-term, year 1 are learning all about Journeys. 
We started our topic by looking at different methods of 
transport and when we might use them. We are going 
to learn all about the United Kingdom, the four 
countries within it and the capital cities. We will be 
looking in detail at London and the landmarks that you 
see when you visit. In literacy we are looking mainly at 
two stories: ‘Journey’ and ‘The Lighthouse Keepers 
Lunch’. As ever, we’ll be doing lots of fun and 
engaging learning activities, including writing our own 
stories. To end our topic we will be learning all about 
the brave actions of Grace Darling and we will be 
visiting Souter Lighthouse – we can’t wait!  Miss Stell. 

 
 

Lunch for Mr Grinling! 

 
This half term Year 1 are learning all about Journeys.  
We started the topic by taking a traffic survey from 
outside of school and looking to see which modes of 
transport were most popular.  We’ve talked about how 
we travel to school we are learning about lots of 
different types of transport. In literacy we are reading 
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ and we will be doing 
lots of exciting activities linked to this including 
designing a lunch for Mr Grinling that will keep the 
scavenging seagulls away!  As part of our topic we will 
be learning about Grace Darling and we will be visiting 
Souter Lighthouse. Mrs Dolan.  
 

Fab Lab! 

 
A group of twelve Year 5 children have been working 
with FabLab, at Sunderland University. FabLab has a 
range of very high-tech 3D printers, used in industry. 
Relating to our topic (Raging Rivers), the children had 
to imagine they were captaining a ship sailing up a 
river. They had to design and draw a logo for their 
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ship. Then the logo had to be recreated and drawn 
using a computer. Next the computer drawing was 
printed onto vinyl and punched out, this was then heat 
transferred onto a T shirt, which all of the children wore 
with great pride. The children have also designed a 
postcard, this was then laser printed onto plywood. In 
another activity the children constructed a working 
Morse code machine. This had a flashing light and a 
buzzer, and lots of fun was had communicating with 
each other in Morse code. On their next visit to FabLab 
the children will be designing a vase which will then be 
made with plastic using a 3D printer. Mr Newby. 
 

Year 5 Southmoor Day! 

 
Jack & Jessica (both year 5) write: Last month, year 
5 were invited to Southmoor Academy for a taster 
session, to experience a day in secondary school.  
Firstly we got split into two groups, one was called the 
blue group and the other was called the purple group. 
We went to music first and we had to create a rap and 
then we also had to beat box. We performed our raps 
to the rest of the group and it was so much fun. After 
that, we went to our English lesson where we did a 
piece of creative writing. In art, we had to draw a 
picture of a realistic eye which turned out great! We 
showed them to each other back in school. In German 
we learned how to count and say animals and we also 
we had to compare some of the German words with 
the English words. After that we had dinner in the 
dining room and it was lovely (there was so much 
choice). Finally we went to science after our lunch we 
worked with Bunsen Burners. We had to be really 
careful but it was AMAZING! We had such a great time 
and we hope we can go again  Thank you! 
 

Playground Buddies 

 
Our Playground Buddies have been doing an excellent 
job of supporting our children out on the yard at 
playtime and lunchtime. They are particularly helpful 
on the KS1 yard, helping our youngest children choose 
games to play or to find a friend at break times.  Ms 

Cole and Mrs Dolan will be meeting with the children 
again after Easter and recruiting new Buddies to join 
the team for the Summer Term. Ms Cole. 
 

Early Years go Round the Houses! 

 
We began this half term by welcoming our new 
Nursery starters. We looked at our golden rules and 
reviewed our routines. Our older Nursery children have 
been so helpful, showing the children where the 
resources are and supporting them within our routines. 
We then started our Super Sunderland topic by 
walking around our local area. We looked at the 
houses, pointing out differences between them and we 
were identifying the numbers on the doors. We noticed 
that some houses had different features to others, 
such as doorbells, door knockers, doors on the sides 
of the houses. Over the coming weeks, we are going 
to be focusing on our area of Grangetown. Mrs Mitchell 
 

Mighty Makers and Ruthless Romans 
Our new topic is 
Mighty Makers and 
Ruthless Romans. We 
are reading a book 
called Mouse Bird 
Snake Wolf which is 
all about a group of 
lazy gods who forgot 
to create the rest of 
the world, and the 
children who take over 
their job. Children also 
created amazing art 
work linked to the 
book. They created 
silhouettes of their 
own head and then 

used chalk to create their own mythical creatures. The 
children also used materials found in the outdoors to 
create their own creatures, some of the results were 
fantastic. We then looked at the gods that the Romans 
believed in. They children have been learning about 
what life was like in Roman times and how things have 
changed over time. They have particularly enjoyed 
learning about Roman soldiers and the weapons that 
they had. They wrote fantastic diary entries in the style 
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of a roman soldier. We have lots more fantastic work 
to look forward to. Miss Hunter. 
 

Flower Power in Year 3! 

 
We have grown and looked after our own plants, whilst 
investigating what they need to grow and survive. The 
children made their own Flower Power picture using 
lines and circles to create the illusion of a flower, 
inspired by the work of Susie Weber. In maths we 
have focused on telling the time accurately to the 
minute, converting between the 12 and 24 hour clock 
and fractions. Within geography we have been looking 
at cities, mountains and rivers all located within the 
United Kingdom. We have practised using maps and 
charts to locate these. In literacy the children have 
been writing a five part story with a problem, linked to 
the story The Lonely Beast. They were all a huge 
success. Miss Fraser. 
 

Grangetown Football Update 

 
As the football season nears its end, our Y5/6 football 
team have played some really good football. They can 
be really proud of themselves as their attitude has 

been faultless and they are fantastic ambassadors for 
our school. Our most recent matches were against top 
of the table Thorney Close and Southwick. The 
Thorney Close game was hard fought with little to 
choose between the two sides. We were beaten 5 - 2 
in this match with outstanding goals from Leo and 
Roman. The match against Southwick ended in a 2 - 2 
draw, with goals from McKenzie and Anton. We were 
unlucky not to win this match - after a slow start we 
dominated the game. Mr Newby. 
 

Global Goals and ‘gafas globales’! 

 
Year 6 are doing a fantastic job while learning about 
‘Global goals’. We have been creating posters with 
some tips and soon we are going to send special 
‘gafas globales (global glasses) to our friends to make 
sure we take care of the environment all together ¡Muy 
bien chic@s’! Year 5 are learning how to make 
interrogative sentences by using ‘Wh-questions’. How 
can you ask in Spanish ‘Where does she travel?’ if the 
affirmative sentence is ‘Ella viaja a Sunderland’?  
Year 4 have started learning Spanish pronouns and 
verb conjugation through games and the song ‘los 
verbos’ (The verbs). What does ‘yo canto’ and ‘tu 
cantas’ mean in English?  Year 3 pupils are learning 
the topic ‘la cara’ (the face). We have been playing 
repetition games and singing a song with different 
parts of the face. What does ‘los ojos’ and ‘la boca’ 
mean in English?  Year 2 are trying their best while 
learning ‘los opuestos’ (The opposites). We have been 
dancing and singing a new song and playing some 
games. Can you remember the opposite of ‘bien’ and 
‘feliz’? Year 1 are learning how to ask and answer 
about name while singing the song ‘¿Como te llamas? 
(What’s your name?) with our friends ‘Rosy y Andy’. 
How can you say ‘My name is …’ in Spanish? ¡’Bien 
hecho chicos y chicas’! Miss Rodríguez  
 
 
 

 
 

 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 

 

Mon 29 May–Fri 2 June: Half-term break. Enjoy! 
Mon 5 June. Year 2 to Washington Wetland Centre 
Tues 6 June. Y6LM to Lambton House 
Wed 7 June. Y6AM to Lambton House 
Mon 12 June. Y6 to Sunderland museum. Year 4 to ‘Light Up 
Sunderland’ activity. 
Tues 13 June. Sunderland Dance Festival. 
 

 

See our Weekly Update, & our website for a full list of dates for 
this term – there are many more but we couldn’t fit them all in this 

newsletter! Also, see Twitter for photos & news updates:  
twitter.com/Grangetown_PS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


