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What a Great Start! 
Time flies – we’re already nearly 6 
weeks into the new school year, and 
we’re delighted to report that 2015-16 
has gotten-off to a fantastic start! The 
children are working hard, and they 

are determined to make the most of their time in 
school – this is obvious from the ‘Goals’ that every 
child has recently written. As ever, our staff are 
working incredibly hard to ensure that your child 
makes the best possible progress in his/her learning, 
and to make sure that the school is as successful as 
possible. We are looking forward to meeting all parents 
& carers in our forthcoming ‘Teacher-Parent 
Consultation Days’ (week beginning 12

th
 October). 

 

Nothing but the best for GPS staff & children! 

 
During the Summer, every classroom has been fitted 
with a state of the art interactive LCD ‘Clevertouch’ 
screen – this is the very best technology available, and 
in the hands of our expert teachers (and eager 
children!) this will make a significant contribution to 
learning. Also, year 4 now have a set of iPads, giving 
1:1 access in years 4, 5 & 6, as well as shared sets of 
iPads in all other classes. Again, these tablets are 
used to enhance learning. Plus - have you seen our 
wonderful new flooring in EYFS? – it looks fantastic! 
 

Come with Year 3, under the sea! 
This half-term year 
3 are taking a 
journey to the 
deepest depths of 
the oceans. The 
children will dive 
into life underwater 
with our ‘Under the 
Sea’ topic. So far, 
we have identified 
and located the 
world’s greatest 
oceans and seas as 
well as discovered 

weird and wonderful sea creatures. We’ve also been 
creative and designed paper plate fish and made  

 
mosaic sea creatures. Coming up this week, we are 
taking a trip to The Great North Museum where we will 
be learning about animal adaptation and habitats in 
more detail as well as explore the ‘Spineless 
exhibition’ (all about invertebrates)! By Miss Edokpayi 
& Miss Fraser. 
 

Hit the Surf 

 
Emelia and Nathan (year 6) write: In mid-September, 
some of year 5 and 6 went to South Shields beach to 
Hit the Surf! We did lots of fun activities together and 
played a few games. At first we got warmed up by 
playing a game where we had to run around on the 
wet soggy sand and had to lie down on the shore in 
the sparkling cold water. We played a game where we 
had a number each, and when it was shouted out you 
had to race your partner to the ‘t-shirt’. When we 
finished warming-up we were divided into 2 groups 
and did two different, exciting activities. One group 
were helping save each other in sea and were taught 
how to use a rescue tube. One person pretended they 
were stranded in the sea, and the other person had to 
run in the sea doing the ‘chicken run’ by twisting your 
legs out to the side and your arms flap like chickens 
wings. You do this run so you don’t run and fall over in 
the waves. When you get further into the sea and the 
cries of your friends shouting help were getting louder 
you had to do a few ‘dolphin dives’ - dolphin dives are 
diving in the waves like a dolphin. The other group got 
to go on body boards and play a few games such as 
races. We got to choose whose team we were on, and 
it was 6 onto 6. Running as fast as we could we dived 
onto the hard foam body boards, lifting our bodies up 
as fierce waves approached like an arrow! After that 
we spun a 360 circle and caught the waves back to 
shore. At the end we all got together, put the body 
boards together and stood up on them whilst doing a 
dance move on top (it was hard to keep your 
balance!). Finally we said our goodbyes, got changed 
and hopped back on the coach. We were all sad to 
leave . We had the best time of our lives . 
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GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  

Jeans for Genes. Well done everyone – as a 
school we raised £111.29 – fantastic! This charity 
does much needed work for children suffering 
genetic disorders. Thankyou from all GPS staff for 
your very generous donations. 
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Year 2 experience life 100 years ago! 

 
Recently, year 2 visited Beamish Open Air Museum. 
As part of our topic ‘Step Back in Time’ we wanted to 
get a first-hand experience of what life was like 100 
years ago. We had a great day learning about how 
people’s lives were different then and the kind of things 
that children did in 1913. We even went down an old 
coal mine to see what conditions the men worked in. In 
the old school house we were shouted at and 
threatened with the cane! We ate our lunch by the 
band stand in the park and got to ride on an old double 
decker bus. It was very bumpy! The children have had 
a fantastic day and produced some wonderful writing 
back in school. Miss Stabler. 

 

Marking the beginning of Autumn 

 
To mark the beginning of Autumn, Nursery and 
Reception headed to Backhouse Park to see what we 
could see and find! We looked at the leaves that had 
fallen on the ground and the changing colours of the 
leaves in the trees. We searched for any acorns or 
chestnuts that had fallen, and for any sneaky squirrels 
running up the trees! We found huge trees to climb on 
and had a few minutes to play on the play park. We 
collected different shaped and coloured leaves to take 
back to our class to talk about and use in the creative 
area! We had such a wonderful time!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marvellous Me! 

 
Since returning at the beginning of September we 
have been getting used to the new routines of school 
life and familiarising ourselves with all of the resources 
and equipment, ensuring that we know how to use 
them appropriately and where they belong after we 
have finished with them! Over the summer break we 
asked children to make a treasure box filled with 
special items or pictures, showing what they did during 
their holiday. The children have really enjoyed sharing 
their treasures with the rest of their class, and these 
are displayed in each cloakroom. We have been 
singing lots of songs to build confidence and 
vocabulary. We have been using mirrors to closely 
observe the features of our faces to paint portraits and 
then practise writing our name.  We have been 
collecting data linked to hair and eye colour and then 
used these to make block and pie graphs. We have 
also talked about our families, discussing and drawing 
who lives in our house. 
 

Choosing a Leaf! 

 
Year 1 visited Backhouse Park recently. We walked to 
the park, crossing the roads very safely. We made 
sure that we were dressed properly and we wore our 
wellies so that we could go in the water. Whilst in the 
Park we looked at the different colours of the leaves 
that had fallen from the trees and we got to choose 
one and take it back to school! We learnt that this 
current season is Autumn, and we plan to go back in 
Winter to see how it has changed. We also got to play 
in the park - we had so much fun! By Miss Moody. 
 
 
 

 

We are looking forward to meeting all of our 
Parents & Carers, next week, for the                       
Teacher – Parent Consultations meetings. 
These are important meetings that add much to 
your child’s learning, so please make sure you 
come along! 

TOY SALE DAY – Friday 23
rd

 October. 
More news about this soon from our organisers: 
Karina, Olivia, Lucy, Anisa & Alex!  
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Keep Calm and Carry On 

 
This half tem the Year 6 topic is called ‘Keep Calm and 
Carry On’ and is all about the Second World War.  To 
begin the topic we looked at some medals from WW2 
and thought about who won them and how they won 
them.  The children have been learning about how the 
war started, the Blitz, rationing and how people 
protected themselves during an air raid.  The children 
in English learned about Anne Frank and wrote a 
biography about her and a diary entry.  In Art, they 
have produced their own propaganda posters.  The 
children have enjoyed looking at artefacts and 
researching WW2.  To help bring the topic to life, the 
children are going to visit Eden Camp Museum to learn 
even more facts and experience what life would have 
been like.  Miss McLoughlin  
 

Grangetown Sports Leaders 

 
A group of year 5 and 6 children recently attended a 
Sports Leaders course at Farringdon School. They 
took part in activities to teach them how to be a good 
sports leader. The first activity was learning how to 
manage equipment. The children had to set up a 
rounders pitch, putting the equipment needed in the 
correct places. They then got to test their pitch by 
playing a game of kicky rounders! Then, they 
discussed what qualities they thought you needed to 
be a good leader. They then learned how to pick 
teams fairly, how to make a game fair, and how to 
make best use of space. They even planned a 
lunchtime activity, using the skills they’d learned. Now 
the children will use their skills in school to plan and 
play games with our younger children at lunch time.  
 

 

 

 

Raindrops keep Falling! 

The year 5 topic this half-term is ‘Rain Drops keep 
Falling’. This links in with our Geography work on 
‘Rivers’. We have already looked at the different parts 
of a river, and at rivers in the UK and around the world. 
The children enjoyed using ‘pic collage’ on their iPads 
to create an amazing information poster about their 
chosen river. They spent a lot of time researching the 
information themselves to go on their posters. Last 
week, we went on a fabulous school trip to Harehope 
Quarry. It was a bit of a trek to get there but well worth 
the travel. The children had loads of fun taking 
measurements of two separate rivers – Harehope Gill 
and Bollihope Burn which are both tributaries to the 
River Wear. The children measured the depth and 
width of both rivers at different points along its course 
and they also measured the flow of the rivers. Our 
book this half term is Treasure Island - the children 
have taken on the role of Jim Hawkins, the cabin boy, 
to write diaries and interviews. Mrs Miller & Mrs 
Millican 
 

Step Back in Time 

 
Year 2’s topic this half term is called ‘Step Back in 
Time’. We have been learning about how life was 
different in the past and the changes that have 
happened over the years. We really enjoyed our trip to 
Beamish to start off our topic. It gave us a real look at 
what life was like back then. We have started to look at 
Florence Nightingale and why she was famous in the 
1800s. We have researched her life ready to write a 
report next week in literacy. We have also learnt why 

Harvest Festival Assembly – Wednesday 21st 
October, 9.15. All welcome! Food donations are 
warmly appreciated (for the Salvation Army). 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fri 9 Oct. Y3 E&F visit Hancock Museum. 
Mon 12 Oct. Parent Consultations - Mrs Hanlon  (9-
10 am & all afternoon). 
Tues 13 Oct. Parent Consultations - Miss Tose  (all 
day),  Miss Stabler (all day),  Miss Edokpayi (AM), 
Mrs Miller (morning). 
Wed 14 Oct. Parent Consultations - Miss Moody (all 
day), Miss Hunter (all day), Miss McLoughlin (all day). 
Thurs. 15 Oct. Parent Consultations. Mrs Harris (all 
day), Miss Fraser (afternoon), Mrs Millican 
(morning). 
Wed 14 Oct. Reception visit Tesco. 
Wed 21 Oct, 9.15. Harvest Festival Assembly. 
Thurs 22 Oct. School Photographer. 
Mon 26 - Fri 30 Oct. Half-term break. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website! 
 

her name was The Lady of Lamp and made our own 
lanterns. The next part of this topic will involve us 
looking at the Great Fire of London. The children are 
really enjoying this topic and have developed their 
question and answering skills. By Miss Stabler 
 

Year 4 – Walk like an Egyptian 

 
Year 4 have made a fantastic start to their topic ‘Walk 
like an Egyptian’. They have already learnt about 
Tutankhamun and why he was important. They’ve 
become journalists and created a newspaper article 
showing Howard Carter’s tomb discovery. The children 
have created wonderful pieces of artwork showing the 
artefacts found in Tutankhamun’s tomb and thoroughly 
enjoyed using their new iPads to attach a video to their 
artwork, using an app called Aurasma. The children 
are looking forward to their trip to the Hancock 
museum where they will explore a mummy exhibition 
and learn all about hieroglyphics.  Miss Hunter  
 

Look at Me! 

 
During this half term, Year 1 are learning all about 
themselves. We have already looked at and labelled 
our faces and bodies, and learned how to keep our 
bodies healthy. We’ve also been finding out about our 
senses and why we need them. In class we are talking 
about why people are important to us and how to treat 
people with respect. We’ve looked at our own families 
and started to discover our family trees. We are also 
going to look at Picasso and create our own self 
portrait. The children have been really engaged and 
have settled into year 1 beautifully! By Miss Moody 
 

Groundworks Family Learning 
Our family learning sessions with 
Groundworks are underway, with 
some exciting activities planned!  The 
adults and children have already made 
their own playdough and enjoyed 
getting very messy in the process! 

During the sessions, the children have been using our 
courtyard to find mini beasts, using this as inspiration 
to make ladybugs out of their playdough! The children 
always enjoy working with parents and carers and 
cannot wait to join them in the Library every Thursday 
morning! By Miss Tose. 
 

Meet our new School Council! 

 
We recently held our School Council Elections. There 
were lots of candidates, and they each worked hard – 
making speeches and displaying posters - to convince 
their classmates to vote for them. We’d like to 
congratulate the following children on their election: 
Mark, Rose, Alfie, Lena, Leland, Sorrel, Billy, Evie, 
Dominic, Shauna, Leo, Chloe, Roman, Katy, Cameron 
and Emilia. We’ve already had one meeting, and the 
children are bursting with a range of fantastic ideas for 
improving the school! 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


