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Our Magical Harvest Festival! 

 
What a wonderful Harvest Assembly we had this week! 
Every class performed a song, on stage, in front of a 
packed hall. The children sang beautifully, making their 
mums, dads, carers – and teachers - so proud! This 
was a very special event, and a lovely way to round-off 
a hugely successful half term. Thankyou to everyone 
for your generous donations of food – see the article 
and photograph on page 2! 
 

Welcoming our new teachers! 

 
Miss Fraser (year 3) and Miss Moody (year 1) joined 
our teaching team in September, and they have both 
settled-in brilliantly! Thankyou to everyone – staff, 
children and parents - for the warm welcome you have 
given to our new staff – they feel very much at home! 
Also, thankyou to Miss Fraser and Miss Moody for 
your hard work over the past 8 weeks – a very 
successful start to your teaching careers! We also 
welcomed Miss Pickering, our new EYFS teaching 
assistant, and we have just appointed Mrs Dugan to 
our Admin team - both will feature our next newsletter. 

 
 

 
Eden Camp – Keep Calm and Carry On! 

 
Year 6 visited Eden Camp Museum in Yorkshire to 
learn more about WW2 as part of their ‘Keep Calm and 
Carry On’ topic. The museum is an old prisoner of war 
camp and the huts have been turned into exhibits 
showing different events of WW2. The children saw 
replicas of planes and tanks that were used during the 
war. They experienced what it was like during the Blitz, 
including the sounds of bombs dropping and the smell 
of burning rubble. They experienced what it was like to 
be in a U-boat and how dark it really was during the 
Blackout. They saw the gas masks and Anderson 
shelters they have been learning about in class. They 
also went to a Music Hall puppet show and heard 
songs by Vera Lynn and George Formby. The children 
had a fantastic day and it gave them a real insight into 
what the war would have been like. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Evacuee Day 

 
To end our wartime topic of ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’, 
the children dressed as evacuees for the day. In 
Maths, the children had made their own gas mask 
boxes, which they wore all day. The day began with 
the children singing ‘Run Rabbit Run’, a favourite 
wartime song, in the Harvest assembly.  We even had 
our own pink rabbit – Emelia!  Later on in the morning, 
the children made their own evacuee name tags and 
ration books. Some of the children made a wartime 
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dessert, called Creamy Apples, which most of the 
children enjoyed. They also learned about how Morse 
Code was used in the Second World War and 
deciphered some code and wrote their own. They day 
ended watching ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’. This brought 
many of the things the children learned about to life, 
such as building an Anderson shelter and what life was 
like for an evacuee. By Miss McLoughlin. Meet all of 
our evacuees on the back page of this newsletter! 
 

Thankyou for your Harvest donations! 

 
Once again, the GPS families proved just how 
generous and caring they are, with a magnificent 
collection of donated food for our Harvest Festival. 
Thankyou! As usual, we passed the donated items to 
the local Salvation Army – they were bowled over by 
your generosity, and they have asked that we express 
their warm appreciation - the food will certainly be put 
to good use, and will help a lot of needy people. 
 

Walk like an Egyptian with Year 4! 

 
As part of their topic 'Walk like an Egyptian' Year 4 
visited the Hancock museum in Newcastle. The 
children took part in a treasure hunt during the morning 
where every child had to find different objects in the 
museum display. Children learnt how to use the 
information key in the museum. At the museum there 
was a replica of the Rosetta Stone and a machine 
which gave children the hieroglyphic alphabet - the 
children enjoyed translating their name. During the 
afternoon the children took part in a workshop which 
was made up of 3 different activities including dressing 
up, map reading and translating hieroglyphics. 
Throughout the whole visit the children behaved 
impeccably and had a fantastic time - one child even 
took their adult and little brother back to the museum 
the very same weekend! Miss Hunter. 

The ‘Spineless’ Exhibition! 

 
Year 3 recently visited the Hancock Museum in 
Newcastle. The trip was organised as a part of our 
“Under the Sea” topic. We were able to explore the 
“Spineless” exhibition, looking at lots of different sea 
creatures and plants. Throughout the day we used 
touch screen computers to research different animals 
to complete a range of tasks and activities including 
quizzes and creating out own sea creatures. We 
visited the Natural Northumbria exhibition and the 
Fossil Stories and discovered what it would be like to 
live under the sea. Some children were even able to 
dress up as different creatures – they looked great!  
Miss Edokpayi and Miss Fraser 
 

‘¿Qué día es hoy?’ 

 
It is only the start of the school year, but already the 
children are making incredible progress in learning 
Spanish. Years 5 and 6 have started an exciting trip to 
South America to explore Latin American culture and 
traditions. We have located some Spanish speaking 
countries in the map, we have created our passports 
and boarding passes, we have been playing some 
matching games and if this wasn’t enough we have 
been singing a song to learn wh-questions in Spanish. 
How do you say ‘¿Qué?,¿Cuál?,¿Por qué?’ in 
English? Year 4 are becoming experts at ‘Los días de 
la semana’ (The days of the week). We have been 
singing the song ‘¿Qué día es hoy?’ (What day is it 
today?) , we have been creating rap dances, 
expressing likes and dislikes and to make sure we also 
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reinforce writing skills, we have been also completing a 
mini-book. Can you remember the days of the week in 
Spanish? ‘Lunes, Martes, Miércoles…’ Year 3 have 
been recapping greetings through the song ‘Hola, 
Hola’, some speaking activities and games. Our 
children have also been working hard in their new 
Spanish notebooks where we completed the lyrics of 
the song ‘Hola, hola’ and took notes of the vocabulary 
and structures of the unit. What does ‘Estoy bien’ and 
‘Hasta la vista baby’ mean?  Year 1 and 2 are also 
making great progress while learning greetings and 
colours through songs such as “Buenos dias” (Y1), 
“Hola, ¿Qué tal?” (Y2); games such as “El detective 
español” (the Spanish detective) or stories such as “El 
hombre de color” that help us remember how to ask 
and answer about colours using the verb to have. How 
do you say red and blue in Spanish? ¡Bien hecho 
chic@s! ¡Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez  
 

Year 1 explore their Senses 

 
As part of our topic ‘Look at Me!’ we have been 
learning about our senses. We started by looking at 
our sense of hearing and we all took part in a quiz 
guessing different sounds. We also discussed what it 
would be like if we were not able to hear anything and 
we had a go at Makaton sign language. We then 
moved onto our sense of taste and smell which was 
really good fun. We tried foods that were bitter, sour, 
sweet and salty. We also played a game where we 
had to guess the smell and sort them into the correct 
hoops. Some of the smells were nice like perfume and 
others were really strong like garlic. Miss Moody. 
 

Year 4 meet Dr Bike! 

 
This month the children in year 4 were visited by Dr 
Bike. Children brought in their bikes and scooters to 
take part in a day full of activities teaching them how to 
stay safe. The morning saw the children practice safe 

stopping on their bikes and scooters as the children 
played a series of games. Dr Bike showed the children 
just how much they'd learned with a game of who 
wants to be a millionaire in the afternoon. The children 
had a fantastic day, with some children learning how to 
ride their bike properly in just one morning! Dr Bike 
was impressed with the behaviour and the positive 
attitude of all year 4 children!  Miss Hunter. 
 

Reception visit Tesco 
Reception had a great 
time visiting Tesco! We 
took part in the ‘Farm to 

Fork’ project, which helps to promote healthy eating as 
well as an understanding of where our food comes 
from. We did lots of fun activities that involved 
exploring the supermarket. First we took to the aisles 
to find fruit and vegetables in the colours of the 
rainbow and then discussed which group they 
belonged to. We even got to meet some new friends at 
the fish counter and taste cheese at the delicatessen. 
However, I think our favourite and most memorable 
parts were getting to step inside the freezer and tasting 
the yummy tiger bread in the bakery. By EYFS staff. 
 

Reception Parents welcome meeting 
Mrs Hanlon and Miss Tose would like 
to thank all of the Reception parents 
who attending the welcome meeting 
recently. The session was well 

attended and all parents were enthusiastic about their 
child’s learning. Your help and support when teaching 
your child to read and write is of great value! A big 
thank you again! Mrs Hanlon and Miss Tose  
 

Greenstart Family Learning update! 
This term, the school library 
has been taken over by 
families taking part in 
Groundwork North East & 
Cumbria's Green Start 
programme on Thursday 
mornings. Nursery and 
Reception children and their 
parents are enjoying 
working together on a range 

of fun activities based around nature and the 
environment. We are learning lots of new skills 
including wildlife identification, growing our own food 
and composting! The sessions all aim to give parents 
and their children the chance to learn these skills 
together while getting ideas for low cost or free 
activities to do outdoors. The course is running until 
12

th 
November but unfortunately we can't accept any 

new families onto the programme. However, please tell 
Miss Tose if you are interested in taking part as we 
may be able to run another course. Thank you to all 
the families who have signed up for the sessions - I 
hope you're enjoying it as much as I am! Leanne 
(Project Officer) 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
Mon 26 - Fri 30 Oct. Half-term break. 
Mon 2 Nov. School re-opens. 
Thurs 5 Nov. Writing Award Book Launch. 
Mon 16-Fri 20 Nov. Anti-Bullying Week. 
Mon 16 March. Dr Bike with Year 3. 
Thurs 19 Nov. Dr Bike with year 5. 
Wed 3 Dec. Yr 6 to Holy Trinity Church. 
Tues 15 Dec. EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
Wed 16 Dec. EYFS/KS1 Christmas Party. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 3 are working with Popple’s Tales! 

 
Year 3 are spending a term working with me (Popple’s 
Tales) to explore and experience storytelling and 
creation. Through the weeks they are working on 
developing art techniques and their ideas of how 
stories can evolve and present themselves. Each 
session allows for creative writing, drawing and acting 
to be enjoyed. By the end of the course every child will 
have created their own story using a story scroll which 
can be seen as both a picture and a script for a play or 
tale to be read. By Laura Smith (author & illustrator) 
 

Parent Survey Report Published! 
We hope you enjoyed reading the Parent 
Survey - we certainly enjoyed reading all of 
the lovely comments made by parents and 
carers. Thanks for your points on how we 
can make GPS even better - we’ll be 
acting on those in the near future. 

 

Parent-Teacher Consultations 
We had a great turn-out for our recent 
Parent-Teacher consultations – in many 
classes 100%. The feedback from 
everyone has been overwhelmingly 

positive. These meetings are so important, and make 
such a positive contribution to your child’s learning. 
Thankyou for your support! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Uniform Survey 

Thankyou to parents & carers for 
your responses to our recent uniform 
survey – we got lots of positive and 
constructive feedback. We will read 
your comments carefully, and report 
back after half term. As you know, 
we aren’t making any big changes to 
our uniform – we are simply looking 
to making a few small tweaks that 
will, we are sure, reflect the views of 
the majority of parents and carers. 
 

Home-School Agreement 
Recently we published an updated 
Home-School Agreement. We value the 
responses from parents and carers, 
and we will build them into the final 
version, to be issued after half-term 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Meet our year 6 evacuees. It’s October 1940, and they’re all set to leave canny auld Sunlun! 


