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Our Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
First, we loaded the coach then off we were off! When 
we arrived, we were greeted by the fabulous staff at 
Derwent Hill. Then we went into the common room and 
Dan told us the Derwent Hill rules and which 
dormitories we were in. Later that night, we all did a 
scavenger hunt; there was an easier version and a 
harder one. The second day at Derwent Hill was 
absolutely amazing. My group went gorge walking 
(which is climbing up a stream with lots of rocks). After 
that we got dried and went for some lunch. Soon after 
lunch, we travelled down into the forest to go on the 
death swing! It was so extreme! Then we went on the 
low ropes course (an awesome obstacle course). On 
the last day we woke up and had some breakfast. After 
that, we put on some bright red, water proof suits and 
we grabbed some paddles and wellies then headed to 
the lake where we went canoeing. We canoed to a 
little forest island where we played a game called 
camouflage. Then we canoed back to the shore in a 
tremendous gust of wind; it was very hard. After that 
we went back to Derwent Hill to have lunch. That 
afternoon we climbed up a mountain called ‘Ladrigg’, 
our teacher, Mrs Miller, was so kind, she bought us all 
an ice-cream. Derwent Hill was a great and fun 
experience and we can’t wait to go again! By Poppy 
and Holly Year 6 
 

Aladdin Auditions 

 
Now that the SAT tests are behind us, we are starting 
to look forward to a really interesting and fun term! On 
19th May, Mrs Davies came back into school to work 
with the year 6 children to introduce their end of year 

 
show - Aladdin! We all had the opportunity to work with 
Mrs Davies on different parts. We did some acting and 
some singing – on our own and with our friends. Then 
we all had to wait anxiously to see which parts people 
had been given. The character I am playing is Jasmin. 
We all had our scripts for over the holidays, so that we 
could learn our words and we have started to sing the 
songs. Mrs Davies is coming in to work with us for 
three weeks so that we can prepare for the show 
which will be performed on Thursday 2nd July 
(afternoon and evening). Tickets are now on sale – 
don’t miss out! By Tamsin Scott (yr 6). 
 

Exotic creatures visit Grangetown 

 
Year 1 have had some very special visitors! Paul from 
Discovery Zoo joined us in school and brought along 
his collection of animals. We had a great time learning 
all about the animals and their jungle habitat. We saw 
a giant African land snail, a chameleon (named Boy 
George!), a snake, a hissing cockroach and a HUGE 
tarantula named Rosie. The children had a fantastic 
time holding and petting the animals. Some children 
were even brave enough to have the snake around 
their shoulders! For more photographs of the day see 
the school website. Miss Stabler. 
 

East Enders! 

 
As part of the topic Around the World in 24 Days, Year 
5 also looked at their local area. They took part in a 
visit to the East End of Sunderland where they went on 
a walk through history and met many historical 
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characters from the Sunderland area. They were given 
an insight into what life was like in Sunderland and the 
jobs that people had. As well as the walk, the children 
were fortunate to be allowed inside Holy Trinity Church 
which they photographed as part of their ICT topic. 
The children found the visit fascinating and were 
brilliantly behaved.  
 

¿Cuántos años tienes tú? 

 
The end of the school year is just around the corner 
but we continue giving 100% in our Spanish lessons. 
Year 4, 5 and 6 continue learning things about ‘Las 
Fallas’, a traditional celebration held in 
commemoration of Saint Joseph in the city of Valencia, 
in Spain. We have chosen ‘Las Reinas’ (the Queens), 
we have recreated the open ceremony, we have been 
singing and dancing the song ‘Mi ninot’ and if this 
wasn’t enough, we have had time to introduce physical 
appearance and learn some adjectives: ‘Alto’ (tall), 
‘guapo’ (handsome), ‘delgado’ (thin)…What does ‘feo’ 
and ‘bajo’ mean?  Year 3 pupils are doing a great job 
while learning parts of the body. We have been 
recapping the song  ‘Cabeza, hombros, rodillas y pies’ 
(Head, shoulders, knees and toes) and we have just 
started to learn the clapping game ‘Hago el ritmo de…’ 
(Let’s do the rhythm of…). Can you remember what 
does ‘cuello, mano and cadera’ mean? Year 2 have 
been trying their best while learning some opposites. 
In addition, we have also started the topic ‘Los 
animales’ (The animals) through the song ‘¿Tienes 
una mascota?’ (Have you got a pet?) that help us 
reinforce the verb ‘to have’ in Spanish. We have also 
played some choral repetition games and charades, 
acting out animals without speaking. Can you perform 
the actions for ‘el perro’ and ‘el pez’? Year 1 are 
having fun asking and answering questions about ‘La 
edad’ (The age) through some games and the song 
‘¿Cuántos años tienes tú?’ (How old are you?)  How 
can you say in Spanish ‘I am six years old? ‘Yo 
tengo…’As you can see, all the effort that our children 
are making is paying off. Proof of that is the “Quality 
label” that our school and our children have received 
from the British Council, as a result of our collaboration 
in the project ‘Sharing in Spanish’ with pupils from 

Burscough Village Primary School. Keep it up ‘chicos y 
chicas’! ¡‘Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez 
 

Year 3 Botanists! 

 
In Year 3, our recent topic was ‘Flower Power’. The 
children visited the Botanic Gardens at Durham to 
learn more about plants and flowers. They explored 
the woodland and used braches, leaves, pine cones to 
make an outdoors picture. They also looked at and 
discussed the different types of trees and plants that 
they could see. They visited the rainforest and the 
desert greenhouses to learn more about the plants that 
live in these habitats.  The children enjoyed looking at 
and touching the giant lily pads and the enormous 
cactus plants. They also had the chance to hold a 
hissing cockroach and feed the fish in the pond.  The 
children had a great day and learned more about what 
plants need to grow. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Our Year 4 Chinese Dancers! 

During the topic 
‘Huānyíng to China’ 
Year 4 had the 
opportunity to take part 
in weekly dance 
workshops. The 
children learned a 

Chinese-inspired 
dance, showing great 
care and elegance. 
They had a lovely 
experience practising 

the dance, and - as 
ever - listened very carefully and followed instructions. 
Our   thanks go to Danielle, our amazing dance 
teacher. By Miss Edokpayi. 
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Year 1 PE Festival  

 
As part of our local Sports Partnership, Year 1 were 
invited to take part in a PE festival at Farringdon. 
Children from other schools also attended, We had 
great fun learning a dance to the song ‘Uptown Funk’ 
which included a lot of tricky moves. We then had a 
gymnastic session where the children learnt to do 
forward rolls. To finish off we had a great time jumping 
as high as we could on the trampolines.  We would like 
to say thank you to the students that helped us 
throughout the day - they did a great job! Miss Stabler 
 

Year 6 – SATs Superstars! 

 
On Monday 11

th
 May, the year 6 children began their 

SATs week! They all worked extremely hard and all 
tried their very best. Children all completed reading, 
spelling, punctuation and grammar and three maths 
papers! Every morning the children were invited to 
school to have their breakfast with friends to help them 
to stay relaxed and calm - the sausage sandwiches 
certainly went down well! We were all so proud of the 
children’s fantastic efforts and attitude. Well done year 
6! Mrs Millican 
 

Heroes and villains  

 
We wrote amazing poems and we made our own 
superheroes. We learned about real-life superheroes 
including Grace Darling, who saved seven lives at sea, 
and Neil Armstrong, who went to the moon. We even 
made our own healthy superhero dinners! By Grace 
and Aaron (year 2). 

Year 6 at the Movies! 
As we had worked so hard in 
our SATs, Mr McAnaney 
rewarded us with a fantastic 
visit to the cinema to see 
‘Home’! We had an option to 

bring sweets from home or buying a cinema box which 
included: popcorn (sweet or salty), chocolate buttons 
and a fruit shoot (flavour of your choice). We had our 
very own private screening booked which made it extra 
special for us. The film was very enjoyable - it scored a 
ten from all of us in year 6! We really enjoyed the day! 
We’d like to say big thank you to all the staff that 
helped and supported us during SATs and for 
rewarding us with the trip! By Lucy and Elle year 6 
 

Down at the Bottom of the Garden… 

 
Last term our topic in Foundation Stage was all about 
the change in seasons.  We learned all about the signs 
of spring by going on a walk and spotting buds on 
trees, flowers starting to grown and birds starting to 
build nests.  We read the story Jack and the Beanstalk 
and we planted our own beans.  We have been looking 
after them making sure they have enough water and 
sunlight and we have measured their growth. We even 
made sandwiches that were fit for a giant!  We read 
The Enormous Turnip and we made veggie crisps 
using home grown vegetables from our veggie patch! 
We will be reading stories by Eric Carle such as The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar and The Bad Tempered 
Ladybird. Foundation Stage Team 
 

Around the World in 24 Days! 
The children in Year 5 have just completed their topic 

of Around the World in 
24 Days. Throughout 
the topic the children 
developed an in depth 
understanding of North 
America and Africa. 
They produced 

excellent fact files on a country in each continent. As 
part of their science, the children looked at the life 
cycles of animals from around the world. They also 
incorporated photography into the topic and all worked 
as professional photographers to take and edit their 
photos of the local area. Miss Hunter.  
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
Thurs 25 June pm. Yr 3 parents & carers workshop.  
Fri 26 June: Staff Training Day – school closed. 
Mon 29 June. Yr 4 Parent Workshop (more info soon). 
Thurs 2 July. Aladdin - 2pm & 6pm. 
Mon 6-Fri 10 July. Stay Healthy, Stay Safe Week 
Mon 6 July. Sports Day and Nepal Raffle Draw. 
Tues 7 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent. 
Tues 7 July. Reception Meeting – 9.15 – new parents/carers. 
Wed 8 July. Dance Festival – Empire. 
Fri 10 July am. Run for Nepal! 
Fri 10 July pm. Summer Fayre! 
Wed 15 July. Spanish Day – FIESTA! 
Wed 15 July. Reception Celebration event – 3.15.  
Fri 17 July. End of Term – school closes 1.00pm. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website  
& our Weekly Update! 

 

Great Grangetown Baking! 

 
We would like to say a huge thank you to you all for 
helping us get our Nepal fundraising efforts off to a 
great start.  The final week before the half term holiday 
saw us raise a magnificent £730! Due to your 
generosity, we were inundated everyday with your kind 
donations of bought and homemade cakes. They 
certainly proved very popular with our staff as well as 
the children - we have some very talented bakers 
amongst our parents and carers! Once again, thank 
you for your support. Ms Cole 
 

Skipping to Success! 

 
Recently, the children in Year 4 were invited to attend 
the annual skipping festival at Thornhill School in 
Sunderland. The children had spent numerous weeks 
practising a variety of different skipping skills in 
individual, paired and team challenges including the 
double bounce, the crossover and the pretzel. 
Throughout the morning the children competed against 
teams from other local primary schools in a skip off 
battle! The children did themselves and Grangetown 
Primary School very proud as the enthusiasm and 
team spirit was high throughout. After the morning’s 
activities were completed the results were shared 
during the awards ceremony. There were lots of 
winners and the hard work paid off for all involved. 
Well done Year 4! Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Flower Power! 

 
Year 3 have just completed their topic ‘Flower Power’, 
where the children learned all about plants.  In Science 
they learnt about the different parts of a plant and 
planted their own broad bean and sunflower seeds. 
They made their own 3D paper flowers and looked at 
the work of the artist Georgia O’Keefe. They used their 
scientific knowledge to write an explanation about the 
different parts of the flower. The highlight of the topic 
was the visit to the Botanic Gardens in Durham, where 
they saw lots of different plants and explored the 
woodland areas. Miss McLoughlin 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


