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Nepal - the ‘Grangetown family’ responds 

 
As you know, we have a partner school in Kathmandu. 
The school was badly damaged by the recent 
earthquake, and is still closed. The staff are safe, but 
for a while several of them had to sleep in the street, 
due to damage to their homes. The school is small, 
with just 30-40 children – as far as we know, the 
children are safe, but their families are suffering greatly 
due to the effects of the quake. Right now, 
accommodation, water, sanitation, food and power are 
all areas of concern. We are keen to do as much as 
we can to help, and we are planning a range of 
fundraising activities. The funds could be used to 
repair the school, and to assist the families of the 
children (clothes, food) – all of whom were living in 
very difficult conditions even before the earthquake. 
This is the ‘Grangetown family’ reaching out across the 
globe, offering a helping hand to some people we care 
about who are in desperate need. We’ll keep you 
posted, and we look forward to working with you so 
that we can send as much help as possible to Nepal.  
 

Mr McAnaney’s China Adventure! 

 
Mr McAnaney writes: Over Easter I had the opportunity 
to visit our partner school – Shuiguohu Primary School 
- in Wuhan, China. The visit was fully funded by the 
British Council. While in China I observed lessons, 
taught lessons and had discussions with Shuiguohu 
staff about how the link between our schools can 
develop – we have some great ideas for the future. 
International links bring many benefits to schools, 
allowing us to provide unique cultural experiences for 
the children, and enabling the children to learn about 
each other’s lives and to communicate with each other 
in different ways. For example, during my visit we had 
a Skype session – it was 9.30 a.m. in the UK and 4.30 
p.m. in China – see the next article for details! 

 

Skype - Year 4 meet their Chinese friends! 

 
On Wednesday 1st April the children in Year 4 met 
pupils from our link school in Wuhan, China via a 
Skype session. Mr McAnaney was there to welcome 
us as we began and we had prepared a number of 
questions to be answered including questions about 
their school, food and daily life. The children in Wuhan 
also had questions for us to answer about our school, 
places to visit and our hobbies. We finished off the 
Skype session by singing a friendship song which was 
sang beautifully and the boys and girls in Wuhan were 
very impressed! It was so much fun to meet some of 
our pen pals face to face and we hope to arrange 
another Skype session in the future. Well done to all 
the Year 4 children involved. Mrs Bracknall 
 

Muy bien chicos y chicas! 

 
As ever, our children are showing a great attitude 
toward Spanish and all their hard work is paying-off! 
The little ones from Year 1 are doing a super job while 
asking and answering questions about ‘La edad’ (the 
age) through songs and games so … How can we say 
‘How old are you’ in Spanish? Year 2 are trying their 
best while learning ‘Los opuestos’ (the opposites). We 
have been singing the song ‘Sigue al lider’ (follow the 
leader), we have been playing games with flashcards 
and if this wasn’t enough, we have also had time to 
learn the song ‘Yo bailo con los opuestos’ (I dance 
with the opposites). ‘Chicos, can you tell me the 
opposite of ‘mucho’, ‘derecha’ and ‘arriba’? Year 3 are 
having fun while learning parts of the face and the 
body. We have been singing the song ‘Cabeza, 
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hombros, rodilla y pies’ (head, shoulders, knees and 
toes), we have been playing games to classify words 
into masculine and feminine with ‘Las Super Reglas’, 
and we are going to continue learning a clapping game 
related to our new topic. What does ‘la cabeza, los 
ojos y la rodilla’ mean? Year 4, 5 and 6 have been 
making progress while learning facts about some 
Spanish festivities. We have been making our Spanish 
ID using personal information, dates, months and 
sentences, so now we are ready to start learning a 
little bit more about ‘Las Fallas’, a traditional 
celebration held in commemoration of St Joseph in the 
city of Valencia, Spain.  As you can see, our children 
are doing a great job and we should be proud of the 
progress they are making. ‘Muy bien chicos y chicas’ 
‘Hasta pronto’ See you soon! Miss Rodriguez ;-) 
 

Our year 3 and 4 animators! 

 
Years 3 and 4 worked with Martin Bailey from 
Animate2 Educate to produce animation as part of our 
ICT units of work.  Year 3 linked their animation to the 
story they had been reading in English called Falling 
Angels, about a girl who could fly.  The children used 
the IPads to take photos of each other standing in front 
of a green screen and when they saved this on a 
special programme on the iPad, they were actually 
standing in front of a page from the book.  The children 
added text to this and recorded themselves saying 
something about the book.   The children had a great 
afternoon and developed lots of animation skills. Year 
4 had the great opportunity to create an animation 
video based around the rainforest. The children used a 
fantastic programme called Zu3D to create a stop 
motion video. As part of the session children used 
props, cameras and laptops to set the scene and 
record their animation. Towards the end, the children 
added background music, text and credits to their 
recordings to create a realistic video. The children had 
a fun morning acquiring and learning new animation 
skills which ignited their imaginations and unleashed 
creativity. Miss A McLoughlin and Miss Edokpayi 

Eclipse over Grangetown! 

 
On Friday 20th March all of Key Stage 2 went outside 
onto the playground. We all had our cereal boxes 
which we had turned into eclipse viewers. Mrs Miller 
had colanders and buckets of water for those children 
who had forgotten their eclipse viewers. We needed 
the eclipse viewers because if you didn’t have them 
and you looked at the eclipse, you would have been 
blinded. We were all excited to see the eclipse for the 
first time in our lives. However, it was very cloudy so 
we all begged for the sun to come out. We thought we 
weren’t going to see it at all….but after about 20 
minutes it came out. It was only a few seconds but we 
all caught a glimpse through our boxes. It was a once 
in a lifetime experience for us all. By Connor Talbot, 
Ellie Martinez and Katie Roberts (Yr 5) 
 

Eggs-ellent fun at the Park! 
Our Nursery children had a 
very special treat on the last 
day of term when they 
visited the park.  The 
children had no idea but 
Mrs Harris had secretly 
hidden lots of chocolate 
eggs in the park for the 
children to discover!  When 
the children arrived at the 
park we explained they 
could go on an egg hunt to 

see if they could find all of the eggs.  There were 
enough eggs for everyone so it was lots of fun helping 
our friends to find their egg!  The sun was shining and 
a great time was had by all! Foundation Stage Team 
 

Year 3 Easter Workshop 
To help celebrate Easter, the 
children in Year 3 invited their 
parents and carers into school for a 
craft afternoon.  The children had a 
lovely time making lots of different 
Easter crafts.  They made a card, 
decorated an egg and made an 

Easter basket.  They also completed a colouring sheet 
about Symmetry on Easter eggs and a word search.  
The children really enjoyed having their parents and 
carers in school and making things with them.  We 
look forward to seeing you all again at our summer 
workshop. 
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Foundation Stage Visit Ashbourne Lodge 

 
We visited Ashbourne Lodge for our 3rd visit this year 
at the beginning of April to share with the residents our 
Easter songs that we had been learning in class.  We 
arrived early and were met by Connie the activities 
manager, we are always warmly welcomed and we 
were greeted by lots of smiles from the residents.  Not 
only did we sing songs such as ‘Little Easter Bunny’ 
and ‘Hot Cross Buns’ but we also had a very special 
song to sing!  We sang happy birthday to Dolly one of 
the lovely ladies at the care home who was celebrating 
her 95th birthday!  She really enjoyed our singing and 
her daughter very kindly brought cakes for the 
children.  Once again we would like to thank everyone 
at Ashbourne for your hospitality and your very kind 
gifts for our children.  They were very much 
appreciated....see you in the Summer Term for our 
picnic in the park! Foundation Stage Team 
 

Our Space-inspired Science Week! 

 
We had a fabulous Science Week. To start off the 
week we had a visit from ‘Technology Tom’.  Each 
class participated in a Science workshop. KS1 
investigated air, Y3 & 4 made and launched their own 
rockets whilst Y5 & 6 made their own orrery (a model 
of the Solar Eclipse).  Throughout the week the 
children completed various science related activities 
including each class making a giant rocket. Friday 
morning was an unforgettable event – The Solar 
Eclipse.  It was rather cloudy but the children did a 
‘sun dance’ and ‘blew’ the clouds away and very 
fortunately they parted momentarily at 9.30 giving 
everyone a fleeting glimpse of the perfect solar 

eclipse. The children had so much fun and look 
forward to next year’s Science Week! Mrs Miller. 
 

Year 1 on tour for special Story-time! 

 
To finish our ‘Once Upon a Time’ topic Year 1 visited 
Seven Stories in Newcastle. Seven Stories is a huge 
building that is home to thousands of children’s books. 
We were met at the centre by a member of staff who 
showed us around the fairy tale displays. We had great 
fun dressing up as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
and riding in Cinderella’s coach. We had lots of 
activities to do during the day including, acting out 
some of our favourite characters and making up some 
of our own. We ended the day in the amazing story 
den where we listened to a story from the resident 
story teller. Miss Stabler 
 

Year 6 meet author Chris Connaughton! 

 
On Tuesday the 17

th 
March we had a visit from Chris 

Connaughton, a well-known author and actor. First, he 
performed a play for us, based on Robinson Crusoe. It 
was very entertaining! Next, we wrote a diary extract – 
with us writing in the character of Robinson. Chris 
explained how he got ideas for his books, he also 
wrote on the board some tips to a good diary entry.  
We then wrote a letter to our loved ones to send in a 
message in a bottle. Then we made a detailed map of 
the island and wrote the key of the structures, natural 
buildings and nature. We coloured them in, and we 
then sat on the carpet and asked lots of fascinating 
questions for Chris about his books and his life as an 
actor and author. Chris inspired us to get in touch with 
our inner selves and to write our very best. It was great 
to have Chris in for the day. We all really enjoyed it! By 
Poppy and Holly S  (both year 6). 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
 
 

Mon 11-Fri 15 May: Yr 6 SATs Week. Go for it, Year 6! 
Mon 25 – Fri 29 May: Half-term holiday. 
Fri 26 June: Staff Training Day – school closed. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website  
& our Weekly Update! 

 

Turning Japanese - Yr 6 work with Nissan! 

 
On Monday the 30

th
 March year 6 went to Gateshead 

College who are partners with Nissan. We set off at 
9.15. When we arrived we were greeted by Josh (a 
student at the collage). We went inside and sat down 
in twos and carefully put on our bibs – to divide us into 
different teams. We were then treated to a biscuit and 
a refreshing cup of juice (which was very nice). First 
we were given a box of Lego and we had to build a car 
in 5 minutes (very tricky!). We then had to show our 
cars to the rest of the class and tell them why we 
decided to make it. After that, we had a tour around 
the factory - it was great! Blue lines travelled around 
the factory floor for us to stand behind to keep us safe. 
Then we went around different ‘stations’ - there was 7 
activities to complete and we had a time to try and 
improve our times and beat our scores. It was a lot of 
fun. At the end of the session we were all given a bag 
full of Nissan goodies! The bag included: a Nissan 
splat; a Monuzukuri caravan notebook; a Nissan red 
pen and to keep all these goodies in, a Monozukuri 
caravan bag. We had an amazing day at the college!!  
By Holly and Kaitlin  
 

Staying Safe Online! 

 
Years 4 and 5 worked with Martin Bailey from 
Animate2 Educate, focusing on keeping safe online. 
Parents were invited to join the year 5 children during 
their sessions so they could also pick up some advice. 
All of the children learnt about which information is 
suitable to put online and which information to keep 
private. The children were also shown the dangers of 
putting too much information online for everyone to 
see. Also, children were taught how to generate safe 
passwords that will protect all of their private details. 

They played games to help them understand which 
passwords are easy to guess and which are more 
difficult to guess. The session also informed children 
about how their behaviour online can have big 
consequences. In order to ensure the children are kept 
safe online, Mr Bailey made sure they understood how 
to be SMART on the internet. Jessica said, ‘I really 
enjoyed when we made characters, that didn’t look like 
us, say things to people online. It helped us see that 
we don’t always know who we are talking to when we 
use the internet.’ Miss Hunter and Mrs Bracknall 
 

Parent-Teacher Consultations – thankyou! 
We’d like to thank all parents & carers for the 
magnificent support you gave to our recent Parent-
Teacher Consultations. We had a very high turn-out – 
close to 100% - and this is great because it shows just 
how much you care about your children’s education – 
this level of engagement will definitely boost your 
children’s learning. Well done everyone! 

 
Our Egg-citing Easter Competition! 

 
As usual, we held our annual egg decorating 
competition in the final week before Easter and again 
the standard was very high!  All entries were judged by 
members of the School Council who had a very difficult 
job, but eventually they were able to choose a winner 
form each class.  The lucky winners all received an 
Easter Egg as a prize. The winners were: 
Nursery:  “Easter Sheep” by Chloe Cummings. 
Reception:  “Caterpillar” by Ebony Cook. 
1S:  “Rapunzel” by Millie Robinson. 
2C:  “Hello Kitty” by Phoebe Melville. 
2H:  “Minion” by Dean Wallace. 
3Mc:  “An Alien” by Emma Briton. 
4B:  “The Queen of Hearts” by Katy Butler. 
4E:  “A Garden with Bee & Ladybird” by Nadine Mullen. 
5H:  “Humpty Dumpty” by Maisy McCormack. 
6M:  “A Flower” by Poppy Carroll. 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


