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Farewell & Good Luck to Mrs Collins! 

 
At the end of this term, Mrs Collins will retire. I know 
you will join us in thanking her for her dedication and 
hard work, over many years, at Grangetown. Mrs 
Collins, who joined GPS in January 1989, is a brilliant 
teacher. She has inspired thousands of Grangetown 
children. She is a highly respected and well-loved 
colleague. Mrs Collins brought a special kind of magic 
to this school, and the children she has taught have all 
been enriched by that. Mrs Collins has fully earned a 
long and fulfilling retirement. As well as showing our 
appreciation for her huge contribution to this school, 
we all wish her Good Luck for the Future.  
 

Namaste! 

 
As you know, we have a link with a school in Nepal. 
The Headteacher – Mrs Sangeeta Shresher – has 
visited Grangetown, and Miss Hough and Miss Stabler 
have visited Nepal. To further develop the partnership, 
Mr McAnaney will be visiting Kathmandu soon. He will 
spend a week at Traibidya Shikchhya Sadan                
(www.traibidya.edu.np/) learning about the school and 
about the education system in Nepal. He will be 
teaching some lessons, and telling the Nepali children 
and staff all about Grangetown. Importantly, Mr 
McAnaney will be discussing ways that the partnership 
can continue to develop so that it brings a range of 
exciting educational benefits to GPS and Traibidya 
children, expanding their cultural awareness and 
knowledge of the world. This visit is fully funded by 
The British Council, following a successful bid made by 
Grangetown. Thousands of UK schools are involved in 
international links and visits, and we’re grateful to The 
British Council for supporting the work we do in this 
important area of the curriculum. 

 

Build a Bear Workshop 

 
We visited the Build a Bear workshop because Mr 
McAnaney is going to visit a school in Nepal and he is 
taking one of the bears as a present for the boys and 
girls. We also made one to keep in school. It was fun 
building a bear. First we chose a bear then we put a 
love heart and stuffing inside it. After that we chose 
some clothes for the bear. We chose a t-shirt, shorts, 
sun glasses and sandals because he is going to a 
sunny place. We then named the bear and said the 
bear promise. It was a fun visit and we would love to 
go again. By Mia Smith, Year 2 
 

Visit to the Oriental Museum 
In Year 3 the children 
are learning about 
‘Incredible India’ and 
to support our topic 
we visited the 
Oriental Museum at 
Durham.  They heard 
and acted out the 
story of Rama and 
Sita which is why the 
festival of Diwali 
(Festival of Light) is 
held.  They looked at 
artefacts around the 
museum and 
answered questions 
about them.  They 
each made and 
decorated a shrine to 
an Indian God and 

made a clay candle holder to go inside.  They also 
learned about the Indian wedding ceremony and 
Cameron and Chloe were dressed up in traditional 
wedding costumes.  They looked brilliant!  The children 
had a fantastic day and learned a lot. By Miss 
McLoughlin 
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Y5 Science & Technology week 

 
Year 5 had a fabulous week.  To start the week off the 
whole of KS2 participated in a Science show delivered 
by Technology Tom. Here the children had a chance to 
explore air.  They learnt various ways that we use air 
in either everyday life situations or in industry. During 
the afternoon, they were also lucky enough to be 
involved in a workshop with Technology Tom. The 
children had to design and make their own rocket 
which they later had to launch. During the week the 
children carried out several practical science or Design 
Technology activities including: investigated how much 
they would weigh on different planets, how old they 
would be on the different planets, making origami stars 
and 3D UFO’s.  On Friday morning the whole of the 
school were put in to mixed groups and they were set 
the challenge of making the ‘funniest robot’ using only 
‘junk’ that the children had brought in. To finish off our 
fabulous Science & Technology we held a science 
show where parents were invited in to see all our 
fabulous work in hall. Mrs Miller 
 

Bigfoot Arts Drama Day 
On Tuesday the 4th of March Bigfoot Arts 
came in to work with Miss Mcloughlin’s class. 
The first thing we were told was about a 
village in India. Sarah the teacher told us a 

sad story about a little 11 year old boy who was 
mauled by a tiger because he went in the tiger territory 
even though he knew it was not safe. Then we made a 
map and drew little things that would make the village 
safer and made things like houses and buildings and 
parks. We also did lots of role play. We worked in 
groups of 3 and had to act out lots of scenes about 
living in the village in India, things like making the 
village safe from tigers, finding a lost girl and saying 

whether we wanted to stay in the village or move away 
to get away from the tigers. We really enjoyed working 
with Sarah and had a fun day. By Alex Goldsmith and 
Kelsie Goldsmith. 
 

World Book Day  

 
On Thursday 6

th
 March everyone took part in 

celebrating world book day. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our peer reading session, where children from different 
classes got to read with each other. It was lovely to 
see children working together, enjoying and sharing 
their favourite books. The oldest children were great at 
encouraging, prompting and asking questions! We also 
celebrated our love of books by dressing up as a book 
character. The imaginative costumes were great; you 
could see that everyone had made a huge effort. Well 
done for making it such a lovely day!  Miss Hough  
 

Year 4 at the Winter Gardens 

 
Maisy (yr 4) writes: On Monday 17

th
 March Year 4 

went on a trip to the Winter Gardens. We went 
because it’s related to our Rainforest topic. First we 
went to the Winter Gardens and met a woman called 
Jenny. We all sat down and looked through a 
PowerPoint it was all about animals and the 
Rainforest. Next we were given a map of the 
Rainforest with some name tags and pictures of 
animals, we had to put the tags and animals on the 
right place on the map. Not everyone got it right it was 
mostly the bat that fooled everyone. Because the bat 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

sleeps in the emergent where there is lots of light and 
thought bats hated the light. After that we got into 
groups and some people were given binoculars and 
magnifying glasses. Then we all went into the gardens 
and did a long trail with our teacher and the group. 
There was numbers and signs that we had to read, 
and lots of objects like bamboo, kapok seeds and 
cocoa beans. Inside the kapok there was the material 
to make sleeping bag. Shortly after we all went back 
into the room and wrote a letter to the prime Minister to 
see if he would help us to stop people chopping the 
trees down. My favourite part was when we went on 
the big trail around the gardens. I am also looking 
forward to finishing off my letter to the Prime Minister. 
 

Writing Award Book Launch 

 
We recently congratulated our latest group of Writing 
Award winners, and held a very special Book Launch 
event. Lots of parents and carers attended, and we all 
enjoyed hearing the children read extracts from their 
writing. Every term our teachers choose children who 
are showing special effort and improvement in their 
writing. We then create a book out of their writing, and 
publish it at a special Book Launch event. Each winner 
receives a certificate and a pen or pencil. Well done to 
the following children: 

Y6: Travis & Natasha Y5: Spencer & Miya  

Y4: Radhi & Kayleigh  Y3: Lucy & Roman  

Miss Cole’s group: Cameron  Y1/2G: Renad  

Y1/2H: Amelia & Dominic  Y1/2S: Rhys, Emma & 
Rebecca  

Reception: Lexi   

 

Chirpy Chicks 
We had a very special 
delivery of eggs on 
Monday 10

th
 March and 

the eggs soon very 
quickly cracked and we 
had 8 fluffy chicks by 
Wednesday. After they 
hatched, they were in 
the incubator for one 
day, until their feathers 
fluffed up. We warmed 
up the brooder box and 
then we placed the 
chicks inside, in pairs. 

We made sure that they had enough food and water 
and that their box was cleaned every day. When they 
were placed in the brooder box, they were big enough 
to be handled and we all held and stroked the baby 
chicks. Miss Stabler looked after the chicks at the 
weekend and by Monday, they were much bigger and 
very excited to see us again. We were also very 
excited each night to go home and watch the chicks 
live on our Foundation Stage chick cam. They grew so 
much over the two weeks and the children and staff 
were very sad to see them leave. 
 

Fun at the Park 

 
The children have really enjoyed looking after the 
chicks over the past fortnight and we know the children 
have been telling their grown-ups all about them!  We 
have been learning how to care for them and each day 
the children have helped to feed them, change their 
bedding and make sure they have plenty of water.  
There was only one problem…we realised our chicks 
had no toys to play with!  The staff arranged a visit to 
the park and the children looked carefully at the 
equipment as well as play on it and decided on what 
they liked to do the most.  In class the children 
designed a play-park for the chicks and their designs 
were amazing!  We had swings, see-saws and slides.     
 

GPS Girls Football Stars! 

 
The girls’ football club is well and truly underway. 
There has been a good turn out every week from the 
girls with them showing a lot of dedication, 
commitment and team work. We have focussed on the 
basics in football such as passing, dribbling and 
communication; the girls have all showed a variety of 
good skills and have grasped the concept of each 
training session. Their knowledge of football and their 
technical ability are improving each week and I am 
confident they will be ready and will succeed in up and 
coming matches in the near future. It has been a 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
 

Fri 4 April. School closes 1.00pm for Easter Holiday. 
Tues 22 April. School reopens for Summer Term. 
Fri 25 April. Derwent Hill. Anti bullying KS1 Tigers 

Thur 1 May. Planet smart Y4/5. Anti bullying Y4 

Fri 2 May. Anti bullying KS1 Tigers 

Thur 8 May. Fire Safety Y1  Y5 

Planet Smart Y4/5. Anti bullying Y4 

Thur 15 May. Planet smart Y4/5. Anti Bullying Y3. 

Mon 19 May. Little Red Riding Hood KS1/2 

Tue 20 May. Make £5.00 grow Y6. Anti Bullying Y3. 

Wed 21 May. Hit the Surf Y6 

Thur 22 May. Planet Smart Y4/5. Anti bullying Y3 

Fri 23 May. School closed - Staff Training Day 

Mon 26-Fri 30 May. Half-term break 

Mon 2 June. School closed - Staff Training Day. 

pleasure to work with the girls and I am looking 
forward to seeing how well they will progress in the 
coming months. By Miss Appleton. 
 

IncrEdibles   After School Club 

 
Unfortunately there has been a delay in getting the 
Club up and running. This is simply because it took 
longer than we expected before we got final and 
definite confirmation of the funding. We are pleased to 
report that just last week we received a letter from The 
Big Lottery, giving definite confirmation of the funding, 
which means that it’s ‘full steam ahead’. We are now 
looking at either May half term, or September, for the 

start of the IncrEdibles After School Club – we will 

make a decision soon and let all parents know at the 
start of Summer Term. Thankyou for your patience.  
 

Our Amazing Musicians! 

 
All of our violin and cellists have been working really 
hard this term and having lots of fun with new musical 
techniques and songs. In Year 2 we have been 
learning how to place and use three fingers on the 
violin, using the D and G string and counting rests.  
We have also been perfecting our long bows in a song 
called Sailing home and shorter bows in a Jazz piece 
called Manhattan Blues which everyone likes to have a 
good dance too! Keeping with the Dancing theme, year 
3 have been learning a version of Offenbach’s ‘Can 
Can’ where the children have been developing their 
skills in reading music and new musical phrases.  The 
children can now recognise Italian musical words like 
forte which means loudly and pizzicato which tell us to 
pluck the string instead of using the bow.  All of the 
boys and girls have really enjoyed this song and are 
excited to perform it; however they are being a little 
ambitious as they all want to do the dance moves as 
well!  Also moving on at a fast pace are also Year 4 
and 5 who are showing great commitment and have 
moved up to their first ever grade 1 piece of music 
which is such a big achievement and they have 
certainly rose to the challenge. Keeping on with the 
Grade 1 theme is year 6 who are full steam ahead in 

preparing for the first exam with the Royal School of 
Music. Their commitment and enthusiasm is wonderful 
to see and their repertoire is coming along nicely. Our 
year 6 Cello groups are putting something special 
together and have been working on a piece called 
Barcarolle which has been split into two parts which 
means the group have to listen to each other playing 
and work to support one another. In all, our young 
musicians continue to progress with enthusiasm and 
they are all looking forward to our next performance 
which should, like always be a musical extravaganza 
as all our musicians continue to practice, and we all 
know ‘Practice makes perfect!’. By Mrs Mapplebeck 
 

Tasting Indian Food 
The children were 
lucky enough to have 
the chefs from Naz 
Haven restaurant 
come into school and 
cook them Indian 
food. The children 
tasted onion pakoras, 
pilau rice, chicken 
kebab, chicken tikka, 
vegetable samosas 
and naan breads. 
They could also try 2 
dips: mint yogurt and 

sweet and sour chutney. The children finished their 
meal with a bowl of ice cream. It was lovely to see the 
children tasting foods they had never tried before and 
enjoying them.  They also learnt about what spices are 
used in Indian cooking. Nadine Mullen said her 
favourite was the chicken kebab and Olivia Anderson 
said her favourite was the chicken tikka because it was 
spicy and hot. Miss McLoughlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


