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Great Start to our 2014 ‘Learning Journey’! 
2014 has got off to a flying start at 
GPS! Every child has set their ‘New 
Year Learning Resolutions’, shared in a 
series of assemblies – there are some 
samples on our website. All of our 

Spring Term ‘learning themes’ (topics) are well 
underway, and are providing engaging, enjoyable and 
challenging learning experiences for the children. 
You’ll also be pleased to hear that – as ever – the 
children’s behaviour is absolutely superb - a real credit 
to themselves, their amazing teachers and to you as 
parents and carers of course! So, with a magical start 
secured, let’s see where our 2014 adventure takes us! 
 

‘Adivina quién  es’! - Guess who! 

 
We have welcomed the New Year a little while ago 
and in our Spanish lessons we wanted to receive it 
with energy and enthusiasm through lots of activities, 
songs and, overall, fun. We have been talking about 
some Christmas traditions such as the Christmas 
lottery and we have tried some Spanish ‘Turrón’. Did 
you like it?  In addition, the little ones have been 
practicing greetings, feelings, colours and numbers 
from 1 to 1O ¡Bien hecho chicos! And our KS2 children 
have been doing so well with basic grammar skills, 
fruits and parts of the face. Can you remember them? 
‘Cara, pelo, cabeza’… If not, don’t worry because we 
will continue practicing them through our new routine 
‘Adivina quién  es’  in which children have to ask and 
answer questions to guess vocabulary or  also through 
some poems that we have just started to read and 
write. What do you think?  As you can see, the best 
way to start 2014 off on the right foot! Keep it up 
‘chicos y chicas’!‘Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez 

 
Water Safety Road show 
The children in KS1 and KS2 took part 
in the water safety roadshow.  
Lifeguards from beaches and swimming 
centres around Sunderland explained 
to the children how to be safe around 
water both in the home and outside.  
The children saw the different flags 
and signs that they need to follow to  

 
remain safe near water. They were taught about the 
currents and dangers of the sea.  The children also 
found out about how to safely help someone who is in 
danger in the water and where to find help.  The 
children had lots of fun but most importantly they 
learned how to be safe. By Miss McLoughlin, Chloe 
and Ashley (Year 3). 
 

Y6 Kensuke’s Kingdom 

 
The year 6 children have made an excellent start to 
the spring term. They have been hard at work, with 
their preparations for their SAT tests in May. We will 
be basing a lot of our booster work around the book 
Kensuke's Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo which is our 
context for learning this term. So far, we have written 
our own play scripts and have looked at summaries 
and discussion texts - looking at the advantages and 
disadvantages of taking a year out to 'sail around the 
world'. We have also been researching about different 
countries that the book character 'Michael' visited. We 
are now looking forward to finding out all about Japan, 
the landscape, cultures and traditions. Mrs Millican 
 

Home-School Diaries 

 
At the beginning of the Spring term all pupils in years 
1-6 were given a new home-school diary. These 
diaries were designed and made specifically for our 
school. They include our karate reading bands, 
Spanish words and phrases and important information 
about Literacy and Maths. It’s been great to see lots of 
you bringing them into school and taking them home 
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everyday. We value the comments from parents/carers 
and we hope that this strengthens the link between 
home and school. Soon, teachers will be placing a 
copy of our new handwriting style in the diaries so that 
everyone is aware of this year’s change. Miss Hough  
 

Winter Wonderland 

 
This half term Key Stage One’s topic is ‘Winter 
Wonderland’. Our main focus will be winter animals. 
We have already compared animals to ourselves in 
science and made bird feeders for around school in 
design and technology. Over the coming weeks the 
children will be making mosaic penguins in art, writing 
non-chronological reports using information texts in 
literacy and then producing their own documentary in 
ICT. We will also be exploring the world around us 
during winter time and the changes this season brings, 
so fingers crossed for snow! So far the children have 
really enjoyed this topic and are looking forward to the 
exciting things to come. By Miss Stabler 
 

Anti-Bullying Awareness 
This term Vicky Taylor Robinson from 
Impact Family Services has begun our 
annual workshop sessions in school, 
raising awareness of bullying and 
reminding children of ways to deal with 
the issue.  As this is an area we take 
very seriously in school, it is important for all children 
to have an understanding of what bullying actually is 
and the different types of bullying.  These can include 
verbal, physical, internet or social media bullying. Our 
children are taught the differences between incidents 
which are bullying and those which are less serious 
fallings out. Vicky sensitively discusses these issues 
with our children in small groups, where they are given 
an opportunity to talk about bullying and how it affects 
our children. As Grangetown Primary School is a 

“listening school”, with a zero tolerance policy towards 
bullying, the children are reminded about our Anti-
Bullying Policy and taught ways to deal with any issues 
which may arise.  Vicky will work with each class 
across spring and summer term in order to ensure that 
all children continue to feel safe in school. 
 

Dazzling Dragons 

 
We are fully immersed in our new topic - Dazzling 
Dragons, Fairies and Sorcerers and we have been 
helping the dragons and fairies in our unit. We found 
dragon footprints and pieces of dragon scales. 
Some dragon eggs had been left behind for us to care 
for. The children have been looking after our dragon 
babies really well and Mummy dragon found her way 
back to pick up her babies. The Ladybird group found 
a fairy box with a letter and they have been making 
some very yummy fairy cakes and they wrote the 
instructions to make these. In Mathematics, the Spider 
group have been ordering and recognising the 
numbers on the dragon eggs. The Ladybird group 
have been finding things that are longer and shorter 
than the magic string and we have been measuring 
how tall we are. The caterpillars have been making 
patterns on the fairy wands and will be designing a 
magic shape cloak for the sorcerer. 

 
Year 5 are Expert Animators! 

 
Luke (yr 5) has written this superb report on what 
sounds like a brilliant day: On Monday 20th January 
2014 year 5 went to the Northern Gallery for 
Contemporary Art, for an animation workshop. At the 
beginning of the day we went round the exhibitions 
and saw some of Wolfgang Weileder’s pictures. His 
pictures were made from little strips of photos, that he 
had taken over a period of time, of the same view, then 
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stuck together to make an interesting picture.  We tried 
to guess what the picture was of.  The way the pictures 
were made was something we had not seen before 
and this made them stand out from other types of 
pictures. After looking at the pictures we went to the 
meeting room and looked at some time lapse, and 
were able to do some ourselves.  We set up a camera, 
pointing out to the street and captured images every 4 
seconds. After the camera had been taking pictures for 
a while we stopped and watched the photos on the big 
screen, with the time speeded up.  It was really funny 
to see how the effect made the people and the buses 
on the street move really fast. We were also lucky to 
try out some animation. This is where you make some 
characters and put them under the camera, move 
them and take a picture. Every time you move the 
characters you take a new picture.  When you play 
back your images it speeds them up to look like a film 
and it was funny. Then we made animation with paper, 
a filp chart, we drew a stickman on either side of a 
piece of paper, then changed the arms the legs and 
the eyes, of one man to make it look like it was 
jumping up and down. Then when the paper is moved 
quickly it looks like the man is really jumping. It was a 
great day we really enjoyed it.  Luke Hill 
 

Welcome to India! 

Year 3’s topic this term is ‘Incredible India’. The 
children will be learning all about life in a village in 
southern India called Chembakolli.  The children will 
be learning about village life, what jobs people do and 
what school is like in India. The children will also learn 
about Indian food and artwork. To begin the topic the 
children produced artwork of three symbols of India.  
These were the national tree called the Banyan tree; 

the national animal which is the tiger and the national 
bird which is the peacock. In English they made the 
Indian sweet coconut barfi and wrote instructions for 
making them. We are looking forward to another busy 
but fun term in Year 3. By Miss McLoughlin  
 

Our new Writing Award! 
As you know, we 
recently introduced 
our new half-termly 
Writing Award. The 
first Book Launch, 
last week, was a 
great success. Our 
16 Award winners 
received copies of a 
book containing their 
pieces of writing, 
and some of the 
children read out 
extracts from their 
work. Our Chair of 
Governors, Sue 
Thomson, made 
the presentations, 
and we had an 

excellent turn-out of parents and carers. 
We want to do everything we possibly can to help our 
children enjoy writing and develop their skills as 
writers. Every half-term, each class will pick two 
children who stand out for the quality of their writing, 
and/or for improvement in their writing. Certificates and 
special pens and pencils are awarded, and samples of 
written work will are used for a special display. All work 
displayed will then be turned into a book, published 
every half-term and placed into our library. Every 
Award winner will then receive a bound copy of the 
book to take home. This is an exciting initiative, 
demonstrating the great value we place on writing at 
GPS! The next Writing Award – ‘Collection 2’ – will be 
made on Thursday 13

th
 February, with the Book 

Launch set for Wednesday 5
th
 March. Well Done to 

our talented Young Writers! 
 

Home Sweet Home for Year 4! 

 
This term our topic is called ‘Home Sweet Home’. 
During this topic we will be looking at plants, animals 
and habitats. So far we have looked at various habitats 
around the world and what a plant or animal needs to 
survive. Our main focus will be the Rainforests and the 
vast amount of life which is there. Children have been 
able to locate Rainforests on a world map and discuss 
their weather and climate. Over the coming weeks we 
will be having a visit from Zoolab (with lots of amazing 
animals), continuing with pictures of Rainforests (Art), 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Fri 7 Feb. Zoolab visit Year 4 (1.00) 
Tues 11 Feb. 10-12. Yr3/4 City Space– sport festival. 
Thurs 13 Feb. P.M. Anti-bullying workshop Year 5  
Thurs 13Feb. Writing Award Assembly. Collection 2. 
Thurs 13 Feb. Valentines Disco. Rec-Yr 6. 3.30-5 
Mon 17 - Fri 21. Half-term break. 
Mon 24-Fri 28 Feb. Science & Technology Week. 
Mon 24 Feb. Dance Family Learning taster session for 
Nursery & Reception (pm) 
Tues 25 Feb. Skipping session yr 4 (pm) 
Wed 26 Feb. A.M. Yr 1 Walkwise Project – 6 weeks. 
Wed 26

th
 Feb. Naz Restaurant visiting year 3 (in-

school Indian cooking session!) 
Thurs 27

th
 Feb. Yr3 visit Oriental Museum, Durham. 

Mon 3 March. Early Years (N,R) Dance Family 
Learning (1st of 5 sessions) (pm) 
Tues 4 March. Skipping session (pm), Yr 4. 
Thurs 6 March. Fire Safety visit Y1/Y5 (pm) 
Thurs 6 March. World Book Day 
Mon 10 March. Living Eggs arrive in EYFS 
Thurs 13 March. Anti bullying - KS1 Butterflies. 
Mon 17 March. Year 4 visit the Museum (pm) 
Mon 17 March. Chris Connaughton Year 6. 
Thurs 20 March. Anti-bullying - Butterflies. 
Week commencing Mon 24 March -    Parent 
Teacher Consultation Days: 
Mon 24 March. Y1/2S & Y1/2H (set classes) (pm) 
Tues 25 March. Y1/2H & Y1/2S (set 
classes)/FSVM/Y4T/Y5C/M 
Wed 26 March. FSCT/Y1/2G(set class) / Ms Cole’s Gp 
Thurs 27 March. FSHB/Y3M/Y6M 
Thurs 27 March. Anti-bullying - KS1 Hedgehog  
Thurs 3 April. Anti-bullying awareness KS1 
Hedgehogs 
Mon 7 - Mon 21 April. Easter Break. 
Fri 25 – Sun 27 April. Derwent Hill Weekend. 
Mon 12 – Fri 15 May: Yr 6 SATS Week. 
Thur 15 & Thurs 22 May. Anti-bullying awareness 
workshops - year 3 
Fri 23 May. Training Day – school closed 
Mon 26 – Fri 30 May Half-term break. 
Mon 2 June. Teacher Training Day – school closed 
 

using digital cameras to capture images of nature in 
the school ground (ICT) and reading Fantastic Mr Fox 
in Literacy. Children are really enjoying the topic and 
can’t wait to find out more!  
 

Out of This World 

 
Have you ever wondered what’s in space? Can you 
name all the planets in our Solar System? Well ask a 
Year 5 – they can tell you! We are well into our new 
topic for this term ‘Out of this World’. The children are 
making fact files on all of the planets using PowerPoint 
with hyperlinks, building up a wide range of technical 
space words and have had competitions to design the 
best alien and rocket for our class window display. In 
Literacy they have written reports describing aliens, 
and written instructions showing how to do such things 
as flying a rocket and how to eat in space! We look 
forward to learning about the Moon landings and 
famous astronauts. We will design and make our own 
rockets and planets; and culminate with a visit to The 
Centre for Life Newcastle. We are looking forward to 
lots of fun learning. Mrs Collins & Mrs Miller 
 

Joe says: “Don’t feel sad if you don’t win”! 

 
Year 3 and 4 are working with SAFC and we have had 
a lot of fun! We played lots of games like Mansions 
where you run in the middle of the hall and bring the 
ball back to your team. We also played Robin Hood 
where you run in to the centre of the hall and grab 
something from the pile.  The man who teaches us is 
called Joe he is a football coach. Joe has a lot of rules 
- here are a few: you have to listen to the speaker, 
don’t be silly and don’t feel sad if you don’t win! Year 3 
and 4 can’t wait until the festival - it will be great! By 
Lucy (Year 3) and Maisy (Year4) 

Let us entertain you! 
We’ve started giving the 
children opportunities to sing 
and dance in our Friday 
Achievers Assemblies. For 
our first ‘5 minute act’ we 
welcomed two young 
performers from year 3 – 
Anisa and Karina sang 
‘Talking Angela’ - they 
were brilliant! Well done! 

 


