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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

CAR PARK CLOSURE – FROM MONDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 
 
As you know, we have a staff and visitors car park. We have recently employed extra staff - 
we now have almost 40 staff at Grangetown, all of whom need car park access. We also have 
regular daily visitors including social workers, visiting teachers, sports coaches, and so on. 
The car park is not designed for parent use, and – due to our extra staff – we now have to en-
sure that parents are not driving into the car park for dropping-off or picking-up. 
 
From Mon 16

th
 September, the main gates to the staff car park will be locked between 

8.30-9.00 & 2.30-3.30. These times are subject to change, at the school’s discretion. 
 
As well as the need to accommodate extra staff, this decision has been taken for health and 
safety reasons. Misuse of the car park by a minority of parents has led to dangerous levels of 
congestion, with potential risks and danger to drivers and pedestrians (including children). 
This is despite the fact that, time and time again, over several years, we have written to par-
ents to emphasise that the car park is not to be used by parents for dropping-off or picking-up. 
 
We apologise for any genuine inconvenience. However, the school is under no obligation to 
provide car parking facilities, other than to staff. Schools in Sunderland do not provide car 
parking facilities for parents. I am sure you are well aware that many schools restrict access, 
and have electric car park barriers, including Southmoor for example 
 
We are currently arranging to have an electric car-park barrier installed, and this will be 
in place by October half-term. In the meantime, a padlock will be used to secure the 
gate. 
 
We have tried to be flexible over the last few years, by issuing our own ‘permits’ to parents, in 
cases where using the car park was helpful. However, we are under no statutory obligation to 
do that, and that policy is now under review – all permits are now invalid (and we have written 
to those parents today).  
 
We reserve the right, as a school, to make the car park available in very exceptional cases – 
this is likely to be restricted to cases of pupil disability where pupil mobility is a significant is-
sue – again this is at the discretion of the Headteacher. We are aware of which families may 
need this support, and we will contact those families individually. 



We have informed Northumbria Police of this decision, and we have requested a regular 
police presence on Spelterworks Road. This is because we are well aware that a minority 
of parents park inappropriately on Spelterworks Road, especially opposite the school, 
cutting sight-lines and causing danger to children. Regular letters from school have had 
little or no effect on the minority of parents who do this. We have also informed Sunderland 
Council of this matter, because Spelterworks Road is a public highway. 
 
We once again request that if you have to drive to school, that you please use the 
unused lane next to the play park, or the waste ground on the corner, or perhaps 
park a couple of streets away. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Mr McAnaney 
 

Mr McAnaney 
HEADTEACHER 
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