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E n j o y  -  R e s p e c t  -  A c h i e v e  

21st November 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

SCHOOL CLOSED ON FRIDAY 22nd NOVEMBER – SICKNESS BUG 
 

As you are aware, we have had a severe outbreak of illness in school over recent weeks. Symptoms have included 
fever, sore throat, respiratory problems, dizziness and vomiting -  chicken-pox has also been an issue. 
 

We were hoping that the sickness bug would have cleared by now, but this week has been just as problematic, with 
high levels of pupil absence and several children having to go home due to sickness over the past few days. We have 
tried to manage this in school and have been undertaking deep cleaning as far as possible at the end of  every day as 
well as well as ensuring the children are washing their hands and maintaining good hygiene. Throughout this time, 
we have been taking advice from Public Health England, and from our own cleaning team here in school. 
 

Despite our best efforts, the number of children contracting the bug has continued to rise and, as noted above,      
absence rates have been very high and children are being sent home daily after becoming ill. This is a problem that 
many schools across Sunderland have suffered from – you may have read in the Echo that several other schools have 
had to close for a day or two this week. 

A decision to close the school is never taken lightly and we recognise that this will cause inconvenience to many  
families. We apologise for this - however we must put the safety and wellbeing of our children and staff first and we 
are determined to stop this infection spreading any further. 
 

School will reopen to pupils on Monday morning, 25th November. 
 

If your child is unwell or becomes unwell the advice we have received from Public Health England is that they do not 
return to school until all of their symptoms have cleared. We ask that you follow this advice and do not send your 
child back to school until they are well. 
 

Once again, we apologise for any inconvenience and hope that you and your family stay well, or if you have            
contracted the illness that you recover quickly. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Mr L McAnaney, Headteacher.               Mrs Russell, Deputy Headteacher 

We have decided to close the school for 1 day – Friday 22nd November -  to try to stop the continued spread of the 
illness and to allow us to deep clean the school more thoroughly. Tomorrow, our cleaning team will be sanitising all 
areas of the school. This will be a thorough clean of all items that the children and staff handle, all furniture, all 
toys, computer keyboards, door handles, light switches, shelves, various items of equipment, and all toilet areas 
and washbasins. The heating will be turned off for 3 days, because the infection thrives in warm conditions. Sand in 
sandpits will be thrown out, and fresh sand purchased.  


