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Tuesday 17th March 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

AN IMPORTANT UPDATE FOR GPS FAMILIES 
 

Following the Government announcements yesterday, and the subsequent impact on the school and on our 
staff, we have taken the following decisions: 
 

Cancellations: 
 Weekly after school clubs on Tuesdays and Wednesdays are cancelled as of today, until further notice. 
 Home from Home daily after school care club is cancelled until further notice, from today. 
 Daily Breakfast Club is cancelled as of tomorrow, Wednesday 18th March. 
 The Tuesday times-tables weekly parent workshop (year 4) is cancelled, until further notice. 
 All Off-site day trips are cancelled, until further notice. For example, this affects the forthcoming planned 

farm visits x 2 (EYFS,  Yr 3, Y3/4), the skipping festival (Y4), and some music activities (these events were 
cancelled by these outside organisations, not by school). We’re in touch with Derwent Hill, and we will be 
making a decision about the proposed residential visit (24th April) ASAP – we will keep parents informed. 

 

Still on: 
 All daily classes, including our 2 yr old Nursery, and Years N, R,1,2,3,4,5,6 will run as normal, from 8.50am. 
 Weekly Tuesday and Friday lunchtime football club is still on. 
 Weekly Wednesday lunchtime Choir (12.30-1.00) is still on. 
 

A number of families have taken the decision to self-isolate where there are symptoms within their         
households, which we support as a school. Please inform us if you have taken the decision to self-isolate 
based on the advice from Public Health England and the NHS. Whilst we are still keen for our attendance to 
be as high as possible, the priority is making sure that members of our school community are fit and well. 
 

Pupils should attend school if they are fit and well but if they have either a new, continuous cough and/or a 
temperature they should remain at home for 7 days. If a pupil becomes ill at school we will take care of them 
away from other pupils where they will be supervised by a member of staff. Please collect your child           
immediately if asked to do so, ensuring that you have updated us with any changes to contact details. For 
details of current Government advice, see www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ or ring the          
Government helpline on 0800 046 8687. 
 

We are very sorry for the inconvenience caused by the above changes. However, this reflects the            
challenging circumstances that schools currently face. If you have any questions, please call at our school 
office - our Admin staff can assist, and both Mrs Russell and myself are also available to help. As of now, we 
are remaining open, though there remains the possibility of school closure, either because we are instructed 
to do so by central government or because too many staff are self-isolating or unwell, in which case it         
becomes unsafe to open. During this difficult time, we would like to wish you and your family all the very best, 
and we hope you are able to stay safe and well. We will keep you updated with any further changes. 
 

Yours sincerely, Mr McAnaney (Headteacher) and Mrs Russell (Deputy Headteacher) 


