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A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM THE GPS TEAM 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear parent/carer 
 
With the end of the school year finally here, we are updating GPS families with some key end of 
term messages. 
 
1. Transition Days 

 These were a great success! Every child was able to spend time with both their current 
teacher, and with their new teacher for September. The children enjoyed the days, and 
we feel that this will ensure that they can look forward to September in a positive 
way....and they've had what could be called 'closure' to the current school year. 
Thankyou to all parents & carers for supporting the transition days, our 'Bridge to 
September'! 

 On the Transition Days, letters were given out with a message from your child's 'old' and 
'new' teachers - these will be uploaded to our website this week, by Thursday/Friday, 
here: https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/For-Parents/Letters-Home-2019-20/ 
 

2. Key Worker & Other specified groups 
We remained open, to the children of Key Workers and to other 'vulnerable' groups of children, 
all the way through the Government's so-called 'lockdown' period. We stayed open during the 
Easter and half-term breaks. Our staff provided 17 weeks of engaging and fun learning 
experiences for these children. We had 3 groups, with around 35-40 children in total towards 
the latter weeks. I know you will join me in thanking our staff for their commitment in providing 
what was both 'childcare' as well as valuable ongoing learning too. The children were fantastic - 
they adapted well to working with children from other yeargroups, and made lots of new friends! 
 
3. Wider Opening to Y1 / Y6 
We reopened on 22nd June to Y6, and the following week to Year 1. This went well, and 
numbers were high. Thankyou to all parents & children for supporting the 'wider openings'. A big 
thankyou to our Y1 and Y6 staff: Miss Barnett, Miss Henry, Miss Hunter, Miss McLoughlin and 
Mrs Dobson. 
 
4. Learning Packs & the GPS Online Virtual School 

 During the period of semi-closure, our staff provided 3 full sets of comprehensive 
Learning Packs, each lasting 3 weeks - that's over 800 in total - these were collected by 
families (& some were hand delivered). I know you will join me in thanking our staff for 
the huge time and effort pout into creating these packs. 
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 Our teachers had a 'Virtual School', with 13 'virtual classrooms', up & running within 24 
hours of the Governments decision to semi-close schools. Our teachers then added work 
the the web pages on a weekly basis, sometimes more frequently, and updated families 
at least twice weekly by email. A colossal achievement in difficult circumstances, and as 
HT I would like to express my thanks to all of our staff - they are all stars! Thankyou to all 
children for the work you put into your learning pack activities, and to parents/carers for 
the brilliant support you provided day after day - well done! 
 

5. Good Luck Year 6 
 We had up to 21 year 6 children in school every day, for the last 4 weeks of term. We 

then invited all Y6 children in for a special day, on Thursday 16th - on that day the 
children worked in small groups to perform a special song with Mrs Bryant -King (which 
was recorded and 'mixed'), wrote their GPS memories and were filmed saying them, had 
a pizza party and enjoyed a slideshow of over 200 photos from across their 8 years at 
GPS - the slideshow was set to the recording of the children singing Circle of Life! It was 
a fabulous way to round-off their time at GPS, say farewell to their teachers, and begin 
their new adventures in a positive frame of mind. 

 The photos are here https://bit.ly/30AEgQH 
 All Y6 families will receive a DVD, in September, with the 'GPS Memories' movie, plus 

the 'Through the Years' photo presentation, set to the Circle of Life song sang beautifully 
by the Y6 children on Thursday 16th July. 
 

6. Pupil End of Year Reports 
Most of these were collected from our school Office, or given out with the children. The rest 
were posted in the mail. We hope you enjoyed reading your child's report. If anyone didn't get a 
Report, please email the school and we will provide you with a copy by email (and/or a printed 
copy in September). 
 
7. Our new telephone number: 0191 814 9820 
Our old number was very similar to Sunderland Royal Hospital, and we were receiving a lot of 
calls in error. So, we have arranged for a brand new number - it is 0191 814 9820. It is now live! 
The old number will work for a while, and will auto transfer calls. Our phone provider did not 
have access to any numbers beginning with a 5, which is more usual in Sunderland. So, it's a 
8....but I'm sure it'll grow on all of us! 
 
8. Reimbursement for Derwent Hill, and for other trips 

 Most of the Derwent Hill payments have been reimbursed already, by cheque. Some 
parents/carers asked for Derwent Hill payments to be carried over to next year - that's 
fine - we have a record of that and we can re-confirm in September. 

 We still need to reimburse families who had paid for trips to Y3 - Broomhouse Farm trip 
and EYFS - Hall Hill Farm - we'll sort those out in September. 
 

9. Accessing the 'GPS Virtual School' over Summer (if you wish!) 
All of the classroom web-pages will stay in place over the Summer. There will be no updates 
during this period, but there is plenty to keep you going! On those pages, there are details of 
learning apps that your child can access - the log-on details were provided to all families at the 
point when the school closed in March - if you need a reminder of the log-on information please 
contact school on your class email account & we'll get back to you ASAP. The GPS Virtual 
School is here: https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/GPVS-Online-Home-Learning/index.asp 
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10. Our full re-opening in September 
 All schools are re-opening fully, in September. GPS families received a letter about this, 

on 14th July - the letter is here:  
https://bit.ly/2BmhzqQ 

 We will be looking very closely at where things stand regarding C-19, nationally & locally, 
in late August, and we will finalise our plans regarding any particular procedures or 
expectations that are needed – in-line with Government & Sunderland Council guidelines 
– and we will email all families at that point. The start of term is still 6 weeks away, and 
much could change....perhaps by then the remaining fears around C-19 will have 
subsided even further, and we can all get on with our lives as normal - we shall see. 
 

11. Uniform & PE Kit 
 The expectation is that children should wear uniform in September. Our Uniform policy is 

here: https://grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/For-Parents/Uniform/ 
 Please could you child have PE kit please, as per the Policy - we will send out a list of PE 

days for each class at the start of term. Thankyou. 
 

12. We still have places in Nursery, Reception, and in some other yeargroups 
 If you know of any families seeking places, please put in a word for us! We've got places 

in our 2 year old Nursery (free to eligible families), our 3 yr old Nursery (15 hours / 30 
hours), and in Reception. 

 Some of our other yeargroups across school also have places - this is because we have 
gone for a policy of smallish class sizes, by ensuring that we are well staffed - for 
example by having two smallish classes in some yeargroups where some schools might 
just go for 1 large class. 
 

13. Teachers, Nursery Nurses & TAs for September 
A letter was distributed to families on Monday 13th July. Here is is: https://bit.ly/2E8D0Nf  An 
updated version, showing admin, caretaker,  lunchtime staff, etc, will be ready for the 1st week 
of the new term. 
 
As we reach the end of term, we'd like to thank all GPS families for your support through 
what has certainly been a very unusual & extremely challenging period of time. We wish 
you a lovely Summer, and we look forward to seeing you on Wednesday 2nd September. 
Please look out for occasional updates by e-mail and Facebook, and for an update 
towards the end of August regarding the school reopening. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Mr McAnaney, Mrs Russell and the GPS staff team 
 
Tuesday 21st July, 2020 
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