
 
 
 
 
 

  See inside 
 

We reopen on Wednesday 2
nd

 September 
 

GPS IS BACK! 
 



Monday 13th July 
 

Dear Parent 
 

Welcome Back – we reopen on Wednesday 2nd September  
 

This confirms that GPS will reopen fully - to all children - on Wednesday 2nd 
September. Monday 30th August is a bank holiday, Tuesday 1st September is a staff 
training day....and Wednesday 2nd September is WELCOME BACK DAY! 
 

I’m sure you will agree that, ideally, the children need to be in school - learning, 
playing, socialising, and developing their skills and talents. School is a place of safety, of 
achievement, of learning, of community spirit, of togetherness and of celebration. 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming the children back. Our teachers and support staff 
can’t wait to see the children, and to once again work with them on a day to day basis. 
 

Is it safe to go back to school? 
 

(i) Government and scientific advice 
 

Medical & scientific evidence indicates that the risks are very low, and are steadily 
decreasing. As you know, schools have been open to key worker children all the way 
through this period, since 23rd March, and since 1st June schools have gradually opened 
to even more children. The government has gradually re-opened non-essential shops, 
leisure and entertainment venues and health/fitness facilities – they have done this 
because the risk is deemed to be decreasing. 
 

The Government have indicated that it is safe to fully re-open schools - this is a view 
that we at GPS do strongly support. Trusted medical and scientific evidence indicates 
that, over time, the risk associated with C-19 has reduced, and that children are very 
low risk indeed. 
 
(ii) Steps taken within school 
 

We are fortunate that we have multiple entry doors into the building, so it is easy to 
ensure that children and parents are spread out. Also, as a newish school, built to a 
generous specification, our classrooms are significantly larger than classrooms in other 
schools....we have lots of space, indoors and outdoors. 
 

As ever, we will take all appropriate steps to ensure that school is safe. This includes 
daily professional cleaning of all classrooms and shared areas, additional cleaning of 
certain areas such as surfaces and door handles, and appropriate, sensible hand 
washing. Every classroom has a wash basin and hand gel dispenser. Classrooms and 
other spaces are well ventilated (all classes have an external door, and multiple 



windows). These measures will ensure that hygiene is a priority, and that the school 
will be as ‘germ free’ as possible. We have formulated detailed plans to ensure that we 
can carry out a completely safe re-opening, whilst at the same time making sure the 
experience of returning to school is as normal as possible for the children – by doing 
this we can ensure that both the learning & well-being of each and every child is fully 
protected. 
 

The start of term is over 6 weeks away - a lot can change in that period of time. We will 
review the national & local situation again in late August, taking account of all relevant 
advice & guidance, and at that point we will assess whether aspects of our plans need 
to change. We will of course keep you fully informed. 
 

GPS families have done a fantastic job! 
 

We realise that the last 4 months, since the UK government decided to close schools 
(to most pupils) from 23rd March, have been extremely challenging for all families. 
 

What we would like to say is that GPS families have done a fantastic job in these very 
difficult circumstances. Our teachers have been impressed to see how hard most of the 
children have worked on their learning packs, and on their online activities too. We’d 
like to thank all parents and carers for supporting your children’s learning throughout 
this worrying  time - you have all done great job! 
 

GPS staff have done an amazing job! 
 

Our teachers have also done a brilliant job, in these very difficult circumstances. They 
set up our Virtual School with a 24 hour turnaround, and have kept their online 
classrooms up to date. They have also produced over 800 separate learning packs - an 
incredible achievement. All staff have done their very best over the past 15 weeks, and 
they have shown great strength and resilience. 
 

Looking ahead… 
 

What we can guarantee is that, once the children return in September, we will work 
hard to help the children get over the long period of closure and ensure that they get 
back on track with their learning. 
 

In September, school will once again be a place of safety, of care, of friendship, of 
learning, of community and of togetherness. We want to work with you to help get life 
back to normal for your child. 
 

Enjoy your Summer - see you on 2nd September. 
 

Best wishes 
 

Mr McAnaney, Mrs Russell and the GPS Staff Team 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grangetown Primary School 
Spelterworks Road, Grangetown 

Sunderland, SR2 8PX 
 

New telephone number from 20th July 2020: 0191 8149820 
 

(the old number will transfer calls for a limited period: 0191 514 0101) 

 

www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 
 
 
 

Facebook    @Grangetownprimary     
Twitter @Grangetown_PS     

Instagram grangetown_ps 
 


