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E n j o y  -  R e s p e c t  -  A c h i e v e  

Tuesday 14th July 2020 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer 
 

PROVISION FOR KEY WORKER CHILDREN & OTHER GROUPS WILL END ON FRIDAY 17th JULY 
 

This confirms that the childcare for key worker children, and for other groups of children, which we have had 
in place since Mon 23rd March, will not operate over the Summer holiday. This is the case across             
Sunderland, & nationally. The government has advised that schools should close over Summer, as normal. 
 

It has been a pleasure to provide care for your child during the period since the government imposed the  
national ‘lockdown’, and since they decided that schools should close to most children. All of the children in 
school have been absolute stars! They have shown great confidence in the way they all settled quickly into 
their new groupings & new routines, working with children from several other year-groups. They have shown 
themselves to be mature and resilient and they have maintained a positive approach all the way through this 
period. I know you will feel very proud of your child for the way they have continued to come to school in 
such a cheerful way, and for their fabulous work and behaviour over the whole of this period. Well done to 
the GPS key worker children, and to all of the children who have been in school during this period! 
 

I know you will join us in acknowledging the work of our staff, and in thanking them for taking care of the  
children and providing such a fantastic range of creative learning activities. Our teachers and TAs have 
staffed our childcare provision non-stop, including during the Easter and half-term breaks. In addition, for the 
pupils at home, our teachers set-up a ‘virtual school’ (in just 24 hours!) and have maintained on-going online 
learning activities throughout the whole ‘lockdown’ period. They have also provided comprehensive Learning 
Packs every 3 weeks for the children at home – a total of almost 900 packs. In June, our staff engaged fully 
with the ‘wider opening’ of schools, when years 1 and 6 returned, plus more key worker children. Our staff 
have recently organised a fabulous series of ‘transition days’, with every GPS child invited into school to 
spend a day with their current and new teachers. We have also continued to run our Office, including       
successfully operating the governments ‘free school meal voucher’ initiative (a big Thankyou to Miss Henry 
for her work in running the voucher scheme!) As Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher, we are very proud 
of our amazing staff team here at GPS – all members of Team GPS are stars! 
 

We would like to thank you for the excellent support that you have given the school throughout this period. 
We would also like to thank you, on behalf of all GPS staff, for the work you have done as key workers 
throughout what has certainly been a period of unprecedented challenge. 
 

This term ends on Friday 17th July, at 3.20. The new term will start on Wednesday 2nd September, at 
8.50am. We will of course continue to provide key worker childcare until the end of this term. 
 
Best wishes - we hope you have a lovely Summer break - we look forward to seeing you on 2nd September. 
 
Les McAnaney  Lesley Russell 
Headteacher  Deputy Headteacher 


