
Medium Term Plan for Summer 1, 2021 
 

Foundation Stage - Reception  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
In developing a Medium Term Plan, typically covering a half-term period, our teachers will: 

 Draw upon our detailed Long Term Plans – these show the sequencing of knowledge and skills for all subjects, 
across each year group 

 Ensure that they build upon prior learning, through an understanding of knowledge and skills taught in 
previous year groups (or earlier in the same year/term) 

 

In developing a Context for Learning, covering a half term or less, our teachers will: 

 Devise a theme that will provide meaningful, cross-curricular learning opportunities – our belief is that this 
adds to pupil motivation and makes learning even more relevant 

 Ensure that across the 6 half terms, there are a range of focus areas for Contexts for Learning – for example a 
CfL could be based on a book, or on an imaginary theme relevant to the children’s interests 

 

4 Principles of EYFS 
These 4 overarching principles shape everything we do in Early Years and we consider all aspects of these when planning: 

A Unique Child 
Every child is a competent learner and can be resilient, capable and confident 
Positive Relationships 
Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and Early Years staff at 
school 
Enabling Environments 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's development and learning 
Learning and Development 
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important 
and interconnected 

 
In Early Years, the objectives listed below are taken from Development Matters and are colour coded according to 
the month stage bands



 

 
 
 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development (PSED)  

- Discussing friends and 
friendships 

- Ways of solving problems with 
their friends 

- Understanding the impact of 
unkind words 

Communication and Language (CAL) 
- Verbal story telling linked to our class 

stories 
- Creating questions and answers about 

our experiments  
- Listening to class stories. 

Maths (M) 
- Exploring patterns 
- Counting on a back 
- Numbers to 20 
- Doubling, halving, sharing,  
- Odds and evens  

- Measuring plants and growth  

Physical Development (PD) 
- Fine motor cutting skills, 

cutting out leaves and flowers. 
- Healthy eating  discussions 

with taste tests – looking at 
what we can grow. 

Literacy (L)  
- Ordering a story and life of a 

seed growing. 
- Writing simple instructions on 

how to plant seeds 
- Recapping Phase 3 and learning 

phase 4 phonics. 
- Taking observational notes on 

their plant.  

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 
- Painting Flowers 
- Making 3D plants  
- Decorating plant pots  
-  

 
 

Hooks/trips: 
 
 
 
 

Understanding the World (UTW)  
- Planting seeds 
- Using the beebots to program journeys 

around a garden mat. 
- Playing coding computer games  
- Looking closely at changes of the seed 

they have planted 
- Noticing the changes occurring in the 

natural world due to spring  
 

 
  

Key Vocabulary  
Garden, stem, plant, petal, flower, 
bee, grow, roots, watering can, 
water, sunlight, seed, bulb, 
measure, shoots, change  

Core Texts: 
It Started with a Seed 
10 little seeds 
Non-fiction: All about 
Plants 
Non-fiction: Let’s get 
gardening 



 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

The characteristics of effective learning are a key element in the early year’s foundation stage. They detail the ways 
in which children should be learning from their environment, experiences and activities. During this half term, we 
will be focusing on encouraging: 

Playing and Exploring 

 Finding out and exploring 

Active Learning 

 Keeping on trying 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

 Choosing ways to do things 
 

 
Objectives are colour coded to match the month band    
22-36, 30-50, 40-60, ELG 
Prime Areas of Development 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Children play co-operatively, taking turns with others. They take account of 
one another’s ideas about how to organise their activity. They show 
sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships with 
adults and other children. 
Children talk about how they and others show feelings, talk about their own 
and others’ behaviour, and its consequences, and know that some behaviour 
is unacceptable. They work as part of a group or class, and understand and 
follow the rules. 

Communication and Language 
• Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events. 
• Two-channelled attention – can listen and do for short span. 
Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, 
accurately anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with 
relevant comments, questions or actions.  
Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  
They develop their own narratives and explanations by connecting ideas or 
events. 

 

Physical Development  
• Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  
They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space.  
They manage their own basic hygiene 
and personal needs successfully, including dressing and going to the toilet independently.  
 

Specific Areas of Development 

Literacy 

Reception Key knowledge and Skills to be taught this half term 
 
Early Reading and Phonics 
They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately.  They also read some common irregular words. 
Writing 
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds  

Area Enhancements to Continuous Provision this half term:     Other planned school 
events this half term 

Reading Area – Non-fiction plant books  

Writing Area – Seed packets  

Construction/Small World Area –  

Creative Area – Seeds and plant pot decorating.  

Play dough – Natural and herb play dough – scents and colours both being botanical inspired.  

Role Play – Flower Shop 

Outdoor Area – Growing bulbs  

Water and sand –  

 



 

Maths 
Reception Key knowledge and Skills to be taught this term. 
• Begins to identify own mathematical problems based on own interests and fascinations.  
• Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them 
• Orders two or three items by length or height. 
• Orders two items by weight or capacity. 
• Beginning to use everyday language related to money. 
Children count reliably with numbers from one to 20, place them in order and say which number is  one more or one less than a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, they add and subtract two single-digit numbers and count on or back to find the answer. They solve problems, including doubling, 
halving and sharing. 
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 
problems.  They recognise, create and describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and use mathematical language to 
describe them. 

 

Understanding the World 
• Completes a simple program on a computer. 
They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some 
things occur, and talk about changes. 
They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and 
how environments might vary from one another 
They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same things, and are 
sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

Expressive Arts and Design (termly) 
Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of 
changing them. They safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. 
Children use what they have learnt about media and materials in original 
ways, thinking about uses and purposes. They represent their own ideas, 
thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art, music, dance, role 
play and stories. 

 


