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In developing a Medium Term Plan, typically covering a half-term period, our teachers will: 

• Draw upon our detailed Long Term Plans – these show the sequencing of knowledge and skills for all subjects, 
across each year group 

• Ensure that they build upon prior learning, through an understanding of knowledge and skills taught in 
previous year groups (or earlier in the same year/term) 

 

In developing a Context for Learning, covering a half term or less, our teachers will: 

• Devise a theme that will provide meaningful, cross-curricular learning opportunities – our belief is that this 
adds to pupil motivation and makes learning even more relevant 

• Ensure that across the 6 half terms, there are a range of focus areas for Contexts for Learning – for example a 
CfL could be based on a book, or on an imaginary theme relevant to the children’s interests 

 

4 Principles of EYFS 
These 4 overarching principles shape everything we do in Early Years and we consider all aspects of these when planning: 

A Unique Child 
Every child is a competent learner and can be resilient, capable and confident 
Positive Relationships 
Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure relationships with parents and Early Years staff at 
school 
Enabling Environments 
The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's development and learning 
Learning and Development 
Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all areas of learning and development are equally important 
and interconnected 

 
In Early Years, the objectives listed below are taken from Development Matters and are colour coded according to 
the month stage bands



 

 
 
 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development (PSED)  

- Discussing mothers day 
- World book day – memories 

about books.  
-  

Communication and Language (CAL) 
- World Book Day sharing stories  
- Singing animal songs, e.g. Ants go 

marching and row, row, row your boat.  
- Vocabulary development  
-  

Maths (M) 
- Looking at numbers 9 and 10  
- Counting animals through songs 
- Exploring 3D shapes  
- Exploring and making patterns using animals – looking 

at Jungle art and making our own.  

Physical Development (PD) 

- Healthy Me JIGSAW unit 
- PE with Arj 
- Using Finger paint 
- Forming Letters  

Literacy (L)  
- Phase 3 and tricky words  
- Making predictions through the 

story 
- Writing our own version of 

Brown Bear 
- Name challenges 

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 
- Making Easter crafts and cards.  
- Making Mother’s Day cards 
- Mixing colours to paint jungle animals 
- Creating animal figures from junk 

modelling  
 
 
 

Hooks/trips: 
Animal Footprints in the classroom  
 
 
 

Understanding the World (UTW)  
- Looking closely at exotic animals and 

comparing to those we find in England 
looking closely at similarities and 
differences. 

- Science Week 
- Looking at the changes as we enter spring 
- Cooking pancakes 
-  

 
  

Key Vocabulary  
Jungle, rainforest, animals, tiger, 
gorilla, monkey, sloth, birds, 
jaguar, hippo, toucan, leopard, 
frog, scales, feathers, tree, fur, 
skin. 

Core Texts: 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

Monkey and Me 

Elmer 

 



 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

The characteristics of effective learning are a key element in the early year’s foundation stage. They detail the ways 
in which children should be learning from their environment, experiences and activities. During this half term, we 
will be focusing on encouraging: 

Playing and Exploring 

• Finding out and exploring 

Active Learning 

• Keeping on trying 

Creating and Thinking Critically 

• Choosing ways to do things 

 

 
Objectives are colour coded to match the month band    
22-36, 30-50, 40-60, ELG 

Prime Areas of Development 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
• Begins to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, 
sometimes with support from others. 
• Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met, and 
understands wishes may not always be met. 
• Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and 
changes in routine. 
• Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks. 
• Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate 
freely about own home and community. 
• Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others say. 
• Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks appropriate questions 
of others. 
• Confident to speak to others about own needs, wants, interests and 
opinions. 

Communication and Language 
• Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts  
• Questions why things happen and gives explanations. Asks  
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences 
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
• Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an object. 
• Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play. 

 

Physical Development  
• Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding 
and hopping.  
• Observes the effects of activity on their bodies. 
• Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child scissors. 
• Holds pencil near point between first two fingers and thumb and uses it with good control. 
• Can copy some letters, e.g. letters from their name. 
• Dresses with help 
• Experiments with different ways of moving. 
• Travels with confidence and skill around, under, over and through balancing and climbing equipment. 
• Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines. 
 

Specific Areas of Development 

Literacy 

Area Enhancements to Continuous Provision this half term:     Other planned school 
events this half term 

Reading Area – topic books with props, non-fiction books about Animals and the jungles.  

Writing Area – Animal pictures to label. Writing missing posters for the animals on the loose.   

Construction/Small World Area – Animals from the jungle and from England.   

Creative Area – Mixing colours with powder paint.   

Play dough – Link with the home corner.  

Role Play – a home corner, as well as a stage with animal masks.  

Outdoor Area – Spring hunts, looking at changes. Chalks for drawing. Bikes to develop physical.  

Water and sand – Watering hole role play in the water. 3D shapes in the water and messy tray. 
Encourage building.   

Mother’s Day 

Easter  

Pancake Day 

World Book Day 

 



 

Reception Key knowledge and Skills to be taught this half term 
 
Early Reading and Phonics 
• Knows information can be relayed in the form of print. 
• Suggests how the story might end. 
• Describes main story settings, events and principal characters. 
• Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos.  
• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 
• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together and knows which letters represent some of them. 
Writing 
• Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 
• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 
• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions 

Maths 
 
Reception Key knowledge and Skills to be taught this term. 
• Recites numbers in order to 10. 
• Knows that numbers identify how many objects are in a set. 
• Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. 
• Sometimes matches numeral and quantity correctly. 
• Compares two groups of objects, saying when they have the same number. 
• Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to recognise that the total is still the same. 
• Realises not only objects, but anything can be counted, including steps, claps or jumps. 
• Recognises numerals 1 to 5. 
• Recognise some numerals of personal significance. 
• Counts up to three or four objects by saying one number name for each item. 
• Counts actions or objects which cannot be moved. 
• Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 5 
• Records, using marks that they can interpret and explain. 
• Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 
• Orders and sequences familiar events. 
• Uses everyday language related to time. 
Understanding the World 
• • Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. 

• Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about 
some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends or family 
• Talks about why things happen and how things work. 
• Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 
• Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real 
objects such as cameras or mobile phones. 
• Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design (termly) 
• Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games. 
• Sings a few familiar songs 
• Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
• Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making 
enclosures and creating spaces 
• Realises tools can be used for a purpose. 
• Sings to self and makes up simple songs. 
• Creates movement in response to music. 
• Uses available resources to create props to support role-play. 
• Captures experiences and responses with a range of media, such as music, 
dance and paint and other materials or words. 

 


