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The 4 Key Principles of EYFS 
 

These 4 overarching principles shape everything we do in Early Years and we consider all aspects of 
these when planning: 
 

A Unique Child: Every child is a competent learner and can be resilient, capable and confident 
 

Positive Relationships: Children learn to be strong and independent from a base of loving and secure 
relationships with parents and Early Years staff at school 
 

Enabling Environments: The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children's 
development and learning 
 

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates and all 
areas of learning and development are equally important and interconnected 
 

 
In Early Years, the objectives in this Medium Term Plan  below are taken from Development Matters and 
are colour coded according to the month stage bands



 

Title of Context for Learning: Let’s Explore- Animals in the Jungle  
Cross Curricular links:  
 
 
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
(PSED)  
 
• Talk about familiar animals they own. Discuss 

taking care of them.  
• What kind of things do we need to do? 
• Discuss the importance of feeling cared for and 

receiving attention.  
• Why do animals need attention and love? What 

would we feel like if no one gave us attention and 
love?  

• Talk about ways in which animals express their 
feelings, e.g. tail wagging, fur standing on end  

• Talk about adopting an animal and why this is 
important- what will the money be used for?  

 

Communication and Language (CAL) 
• We will develop story language and retell the stories we 

share in class using a variety of props to support this 
(Puppets, props) Children will join in repeated refrains in 
familiar stories for example, Dear Zoo 

• Rehearse the story Dear Zoo using Talk 4 Writing 
strategies  

• Asks and answers questions about the stories, e.g. what 
would happen/would you do if an elephant came to your 
house? 

• Use animal puppets to encourage children to talk about 
own animals or which pet they would like to have & why.  

• Encourage children to talk about their own experiences 
of animals, at home, at friends and relatives, on holiday 
etc.  

 

Maths (M) 
 
• Make a jungle with Lego/Duplo. Count the animals and identify sizes 

and shapes. Talk about comparative sizes: Is the elephant 
enclosure bigger than the monkey house? How much space would 
the penguins need? Where would be the best place to put a shop, 
café, playground? 

• Read stories and create small world environments which involve 
animals, position and/or directions e.g. ‘Bear hunt’  

• Hide soft toy or plastic animals or pictures around the setting (inside 
or outside) and play ‘treasure hunt’ or guessing games to find them.  

• Provide daily opportunities for counting – make an animal number 
line, use animal masks, puppets, ears & tails … count soft toy or 
plastic animals, count small world animals, look out of the window - 
how many birds are outside ? How many wings/eyes/legs do they 
have?  

• In small world play – jungle set - there are 3 animals in the field, 2 
more arrive, how many are there?  

• Sorting animals into stripes, spots and plain and swim, walk and fly  
• Look at parcels from the zoo- order biggest to smallest and snakes 

longest to shortest  
 

Physical Development (PD) 
•  Let children observe and talk about the 

movements of different animals – fast, slow, 
creeping, running, hopping, darting. Explore the 
vocabulary involved.  

• Develop creative movement through using 
various fabrics/drapes masks to represent 
animals.  

 
 

Literacy (L)  
• Read books linked to jungle and animals e.g. ‘We’re  

going a bear hunt’ and ‘Walking Through The Jungle’, 
‘Rumble in the Jungle’ by Giles Andreae.  Reading 
Recognising fiction and non-fiction books. 

• Provide opportunities for children to retell and re-enact 
stories, e.g. using big books, masks, small world figures, 
puppets,  

• Use familiar stories as a basis for making own big 
books. (Talk For Writing – Dear Zoo) 

• Use the photograph for a stimulus to use descriptive 
language.  

• Encourage children to draw and paint pictures related to 
a variety of animals – adult to model writing for variety of 
purposes – care instructions, lost/found poster, for sale 
notice.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 
 
• Re-create animal habitats using small world 

resources, sand or water trays 
• Talk about the patterns on different animals e.g. 

leopards, tigers, zebras. Ask the children to re-
create their favourite patterns and then develop a 
pattern of their own using the same colours.  

• Sing songs/rhymes with an animal theme and 
emphasise the sounds make by animals e.g. ““Five 
Cheeky Monkeys” “Down in the jungle where 
nobody goes”  

 
 
 
 
 

Hooking the children in:  
- Grow your own butterfly  
- Adopted an elephant from the WWF  
- Jungle Hunt  

 
 
 
 

Understanding the World (UTW)  
 
• Talk about animals they know. Ask questions to encourage 

discussion, e.g. What are they like? Why do you like them? 
What can they do? How are they different?  

• Look at pictures of an animal at differing stages of its life. Use 
the pictures to sequence the lifespan. Introduce young - > 
older vocabulary  

• Look at and compare photographs, videos of different 
environments i.e. forest/farm/jungle environments.  

• Talk about differences and similarities where animals and 
people might live, what they do, what they eat etc  

• Look at features of animals: fur, feet, feathers, tails, scales, 
wings, shells etc  

• Investigate the life cycle of a butterfly and watch and discuss 
our own growing from a caterpillar  

 
 
  

Key Vocabulary  
 
Animals, monkeys, 
parrot, tiger, bear, farm, 
hunt, zoo, zoo keeper 

Core Texts: 
We’re going on a bear hunt 
 
T4W 
Dear Zoo 

Spring 2 – Nursery 
 

Let’s Explore- Animals in the 
 



 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
The characteristics of effective learning are a key element in the early year’s foundation stage. They 
detail the ways in which children should be learning from their environment, experiences and 
activities. During this half term, we will be focusing on encouraging: 
Playing and Exploring 
• Playing with what they know 
Active Learning 
• Being involved and concentrating 
Creating and Thinking Critically 
• Having their own ideas 
 

 
Prime Areas of Development 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will communicate freely 
about own home and community. 
• Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and 
changes in routine. 
• Begins to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resources, 
sometimes with support from others. 
• Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing. 
• Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas e.g. building up a 

role play activity with other children  
• Enjoys responsibly of carrying out small tasks  
• Can tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met and understands 

wishes may not always be met  
• Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and 

changes in routine.  
 

Communication and Language 
• Listens to others one to one or in small groups, when conversation interests 
them. 
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories. 
• Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused on own choice of activity). 
• Shows understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’ by 
carrying out an action or selecting correct picture. 
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences. 
• Uses talk in pretending that objects stand for something else in play, e,g, 

‘This box is my castle.’  
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall  
Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 

Physical Development 
 
• Walks downstairs, two feet to each step while carrying a small object. 
• Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no longer using whole-hand grasp. 
• Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes snips in paper with child scissors. 
• Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding 
and hopping. 
• Observes the effects of activity on their bodies. 
• Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted coat or shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers, and pulls up zipper once it is fastened at the bottom. 
• Gains more bowel and bladder control and can attend to toileting needs most of the time themselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area Enhancements to Continuous Provision this half term:     Other planned school 
events this half term 

Book Area – story stones and props linked to each story and previous stories we have 
read this half term. Add QR codes for Dear Zoo  
Malleable Area/ Finger Gym –feeding the animals game with tweezers, jigsaws, dough 
disco, put the spots of the ladybirds, peg the numbers to match the animal make the 
ladybirds  
Home corner – caring for the animals/pets, put out vets equipment and appointment 
cards, sending letters to the zoo  
Creative Area – wrapping up animals, animal stamps, drawing animals, animal 
footprints, painting own animals. Making lion paper plates  
Computer Area/iPads – My Animal Safari, Animal Muddle 
Outdoors – bean planting and caring for the plants, finding and looking after animals, 
mini beast hunt, 
Water Area- washing and scrubbing the animals,  
Sand area- safari scene, adding jungle animals  

 

  



 

Specific Areas of Development 
Literacy 
Reading  
Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities. 
• Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
• Recognises rhythm in spoken words. 
• Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, one-to-one and also in small groups. 
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 
• Beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured. 
• Suggests how the story might end. 
• Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall. 
• Shows interest in illustrations and print in books and print in the environment. 
• Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and advertising logos. 
• Looks at books independently. 
Enjoys and increasing range of books 
Writing  
• Ascribes meanings to marks that they see in different places  
Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 
Maths 
• Uses some number names accurately in play. 
• Recites numbers in order to 10. 
• Knows that numbers identify how many objects are in a set. 
• Sometimes matches numeral and quantity correctly. 
• Shows curiosity about numbers by offering comments or asking questions. 
• Compares two groups of objects, saying when they have the same number. 
• Shows an interest in number problems. 
• Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to recognise that the total is still the same. 
• Shows an interest in numerals in the environment. 
• Realises not only objects, but anything can be counted, including steps, claps or jumps. 
• Beginning to represent numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures. 
• Shows an interest in shape and space by playing with shapes or making arrangements with objects. 
• Shows interest in shape by sustained construction activity or by talking about shapes or arrangements. 
• Shows interest in shapes in the environment. 
• Uses shapes appropriately for tasks. 
• Beginning to talk about the shapes of everyday objects, e.g. ‘round’ and ‘tall’. 
 
Understanding the World 
 
• Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them. 
• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience. 
• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends. 
• Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life. 
• Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as 
the place where they live or the natural world. 
• Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and found objects. 
• Talks about why things happen and how things work. 
• Shows care and concern for living things and the environment. 
• Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player and uses 
remote control. 
• Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, or real objects 
such as cameras or mobile phones. 
• Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve 
effects such as sound, movements or new images. 

Expressive Arts and Design  
 
Enjoys joining in with dancing and ring games. 
• Sings a few familiar songs. 
• Beginning to move rhythmically. 
• Imitates movement in response to music. 
• Taps out simple repeated rhythms. 
• Explores and learns how sounds can be changed. 
• Explores colour and how colours can be changed. 
• Understands that they can use lines to enclose a space, and then begin to 
use these shapes to represent objects. 
• Beginning to be interested in and describe the texture of things. 
• Uses various construction materials. 
• Beginning to construct, stacking blocks vertically and horizontally, making 
enclosures and creating spaces. 
• Joins construction pieces together to build and balance. 
• Realises tools can be used for a purpose. 
• Sings to self and makes up simple songs. 
• Makes up rhythms. 
• Notices what adults do, imitating what is observed and then doing it 
spontaneously when the adult is not there. 
• Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first-hand experiences. 
• Uses available resources to create props to support role-play. 
Creates movement in response to music 

 


