
Reception Curriculum Map 
 

 
Autumn Term 

 

 Topic/ 
Theme 

Enhancements
/celebrations  

Core Texts  PSED (inc Jigsaw)  C&L 
Physical 
(inc P.E.) 

Reading  Phonics  
Writing (inc 

Handwriting & 
T4W) 

Maths (using 
White Rose) 

UtW (inc R.E.) 
EAD (inc 
Music) 

Autumn 
1 

Me, Myself 
and I 

Local 
area/Beamish 
 
Halloween  

Through my 
window  
 
Naughty Bus  

Jigsaw- Being me in 
my world  
 
Shows confidence 
in speaking to 
others about their 
own needs, wants, 
interests and 
opinions in familiar 
group 
 
Has a clear idea 
about what they 
want to do in their 
play and how they 
want to go about it 
 
Shows confidence 
in choosing 
resources and 
perseverance in 
carrying out a 
chosen activity 
 
Talks about their 
own and others’ 
feelings and 
behaviour and its 
consequences 

Responds to 
instructions 
with more 
elements, e.g. 
Give the big 
ball to me; 
collect up all 
the blocks and 
put them in 
the box 
 
Shows 
understanding 
of prepositions 
such as under, 
on top, behind 
by carrying out 
an action or 
selecting 
correct picture 
 
Listens to 
others in one-
to-one or 
small groups, 
when 
conversation 
interests them 

P.E.- 
Instructions 
and spatial 
awareness 
 
Dough 
disco, mark 
making 
(wiggle 
while you 
squiggle). 
Use a knife 
and fork. 
 
Toileting 
and basic 
hygiene 
 
Puts on and 
takes off 
own coat  
 
Puts on and 
takes off 
wellies  
 
Can take off 
shoes and 
trousers  

Understand 
what’s 
been read 
to them 
and can  
answer 
simple 
questions  
 
Reading 
stage 1 
books  
 
Knows that 
information 
can be 
retrieved 
from books 
and 
computers.  

Teach graphemes 
(s-b) 

Teach HFW 

Practise the 
letters and 
sounds learnt 

Practise oral 
blending and 
segmentation 

Practise blending 
for reading 

Teach 
segmentation for 
spelling. 

Demonstrate 
reading captions. 

Demonstrate 
spelling captions 

Letter join 
lessons 1-12  
 
Tripod grip  
 
Marks on paper  
 
Describing 
patterns  
 
Circles and 
spirals patterns   
 
Lines and 
diagonals 
patterns  
 
Jelly patterns  
 
Spell cvc words 
using magnetic 
letters  
 
Traces own 
name and can 
form some 
recognisable 
letters  

Match and sort  
 
Compare 
amounts  
 
Compare size, 
mass and 
capacity  
 
Exploring 
pattern  
 

R.E.- Being 
special: Where 
do we belong? 
 
Remembers 
and talks about 
significant 
events in their 
own experience 
 
Knows some of 
the things that 
make them 
unique, and can 
talk about 
some of the 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to 
friends or 
family. 

 

• Charanga 
Music Scheme  

• Listening and 
responding to 
different styles 
of music 

• Embedding 
foundations of 
the 
interrelated 
dimensions of 
music 

• Learning to 
sing or sing 
along with 
nursery 
rhymes and 
action songs 

• Improvising 
leading to 
playing 
classroom 
instruments 

• Share and 
perform the 
learning that 
has taken 
place 

•  

Notices what 
other children 
and adults do, 
mirroring what 
is observed, 
adding 
variations and 
then doing it 
spontaneously 

Autumn 
2 

Destination 
Celebration 

Stick collecting 
around area- 
travelling on 
the Metro  
 
Bonfire night 
 
Christmas 
 
Diwali 
 

Percy’s 
snowy night  
 
Stickman  

Jigsaw- Celebrating 
differences  
 
Understands their 
own and other 
people’s feelings, 
offering empathy 
and comfort 
 
Seeks support, 
“emotional 
refuelling” and 
practical help in 

Beginning to 
use more 
complex 
sentences to 
link 
thoughts (e.g. 
using and, 
because) 
 
Beginning to 
understand 
why and how 
questions 

P.E.- 
Movement 
skills 
 
Scissor 
control.  
 
Toileting 
and basic 
hygiene 
 
Shows a 
preference 

Making 
predictions 
from more 
familiar 
stories  
 
Retell 
recent 
stories 
using their 
own words  
 
Reading 

Teach grapheme 
(f-z) 

Teach qu, ch, sh, 
th, ng, oo, ar  

Practise all 
previously learnt 
letters and 
sounds learnt. 

Practise the 

Letter join 
lessons 13-25  
 
Zig-zag patterns  
 
Patterns 
vocabulary  
 
Loopies and 
waves patterns  
 
Practise writing 
letters i, l and t  

Representing, 
comparing and 
composition of 
1,2,3  
 
Circle and 
triangles  
 
Positional 
language  
 
Representing 
numbers to 5  

R.E.- Why is 
Christmas  
special for 
Christians? 
 
Recognises and 
describes 
special times or 
events for 
family or 
friends 
 
Plays with a 



new or challenging 
situations 

Is able to 
follow 
directions (if 
not intently 
focused) 
 
Understands 
use of objects 
(e.g. Which 
one do we cut 
with?) 

for a 
dominant 
hand. 
 
Puts on and 
takes off 
snowsuits 
for 
outdoors 
and pulls up 
zip  
 
Can pull up 
zip that is 
already 
fastened  

stage 2 
books  
 
Can reread 
simple 
captions 
that they 
have read  

blending for 
reading. 

Practise 
segmentation for 
spelling. 

Practise reading 
and spelling 
captions including 
tricky words  

 

 
Writing their 
name by 
copying. 
 
Here, say and 
write the initial 
sound when 
writing labels  
 
Can write cvc 
words and 
some HFW 
taught  

 
One more and 
less 
 
Shapes with 4 
sides  
 
Time  

range of 
materials to 
learn cause and 

effect, for 
example, 
makes a string 
puppet using 

dowels and 
string to 
suspend the 
puppet 

 

 
Engages in 
imaginative 
play based on 
own ideas or 
first-hand or 
peer 
experiences. 

 

Spring Term 

 Topic/ 
Theme 

Enhancements
/celebrations  

Core Texts  PSED (inc Jigsaw) C&L 
Physical 
(inc P.E.) 

Reading  Phonics  
Writing (inc 

Handwriting & 
T4W) 

Maths  UtW (inc R.E.) 
EAD (inc 
Music) 

Spring 1 

Superheroes Police visit/ 
other jobs visit 
 
Chinese New 
Year 
 
Valentine’s Day 
 
 

 The Little 
Red Hen  
 
Supertato 
(non 
original)  

Jigsaw- Dreams and 
goals 
 
Is increasingly 
flexible and 
cooperative as they 
are more able to 
understand other 
people’s needs, 
wants and 
behaviours 
 
Attempts to repair 
a relationship or 
situation 
where they have 
caused upset and 
understands 
how their actions 
impact other 
people 
 
Is more able to 
manage their 
feelings and 
tolerate situations 
in which their 
wishes cannot be 
met 

Shows 
understanding 
of prepositions 
such as under, 
on top, behind 
by carrying out 
an action or 
selecting 
correct picture 
 
Beginning to 
understand 
why and how 
questions 
 
Able to follow 
a story 
without 
pictures or 
props 
 
Ask questions 
to find out 
more 
 
 Articulate 
their ideas and 
thoughts in 
well formed 

P.E.- Dance 
and 
Gymnastics 
 
Dress and 
undress self 
with 
increasing 
confidence 
including 
suits for 
outdoors 
 
Takes off 
jumper and 
t-shirt  
 
Describes 
physical 
changes to 
the body 
that can 
occur when 
feeling 
unwell, 
anxious, 
tired, angry 
or sad 
 

Reading 
stage 3 
books  
 
Children 
read and 
understand 
simple 
sentences.  
 
They 
understand
when 
talking with 
others 
about what 
they have 
read 
 
Uses 
vocabulary 
and forms 
of speech 
that are 
increasingly 
influenced 
by their 
experiences 
of books 

Teach oo, ow, 
ee, ur, ai and 
or   

Practise 
blending for 
reading. 
 
Practise 
segmenting for 
spelling. 
 
Practise 
blending to 
read sentences 
inclding tricky 
words  
 
Practise 
segmenting to 
write including 
tricky words 
sentences. 
 
 

Letter join lessons 
26-35  
 
Practise writing 
letters u, w and e 
 
Practise writing 
letters c and o  
 
 
Consolidate 
writing their 
name.  
 
Write simple CVC 
words including 
some diagraphs 
taught  
 
Writes simple 
labels using 
recognisable 
letters  

 
 

Alive in 5  
 
Introducing 
zero  
 
Comparing 
numbers to 5  
 
Composition 4 
& 5 
 
Compare mass 
and capacity  
 
6, 7 & 8  
 
Making pairs  
 
Combining two 
groups  
 
Lengthy & 
height  
 
Time  

R.E.-Why is the 
word ‘God’ so 
important to  
Christians? 
 
Recognise 
some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in 
this country 
and life in other 
countries 
 
They know that 
other children 
don’t always 
enjoy the same 
things, and are 
sensitive to this 
 
Understand the 
effect of 
changing 
seasons on the 
natural world 
around them. 

 
 

Charanga 
Music Scheme 

Listening and 
responding to 
different styles 
of music 

• Embedding 
foundations of 
the 
interrelated 
dimensions of 
music 

• Learning to 
sing or sing 
along with 
nursery 
rhymes and 
action songs 

• Improvising 
leading to 
playing 
classroom 
instruments 

• Singing and 



 sentences.  
 
Connect one 
idea or action 
to another 
using a range 
of 
connectives. 
 

 
 
Reading 
stage 3.1 
books 
(Spring 2) 

learning to 
play 
instruments 
within a song 

• Share and 
perform the 
learning that 
has taken 
place 

•  

Introduce 
story line or 
narrative into 
play 
 
Uses simple 
tools and 
techniques 
competently 
and 
appropriately. 

Spring 2 

Animals 
Madness 

Farm visit 
 
Shrove Tuesday 
 
Mother’s Day 
 
World book day 
 
Science week 

The mole 
who knew it 
was none of 
his business  
 
Non fiction 
animal 
encyclopaedi
a 

Jigsaw- Healthy me 
 
 Is increasingly 
socially skilled and 
will take steps to 
resolve conflicts 
with other children 
by negotiating and 
finding a 
compromise; 
sometimes by 
themselves, 
sometimes with 
support 
 
Shows confidence 
in choosing 
resources and 
perseverance in 
carrying out a 
chosen activity. 
 
Seeks ways to 
manage conflict, 
for example 
through holding 
back, sharing, 
negotiation and 
compromise 
 

Understands a 
range of 
complex 
sentence 
structures 
including 
negatives, 
plurals and 
tense 
markers 

 
Understands 
questions such 
as who; why; 
when; where 
and how 

 
Listen to and 
talk about 
topics  
develop a 
deep 
familiarity 
with new 
knowledge 
and 
vocabulary.  
 
Articulate 
their ideas and 
thoughts in 
well formed 
sentences. 

P.E.-
Throwing 
and 
catching 
 
Pulls on 
garments 
independen
tly e.g. 
trousers, 
shorts and 
jumpers  
 
Use a range 
of tools 
safely and 
confidently 
e.g.  
pencils,  
paintbrushe
s, scissors, 
knives, 
forks and 
spoons 
 
Notices 
changes to 
food when 
they are 
combined 
or exposed 
to hot and 
cold 
temps 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach oa, er, 
igh, air, oi, ear 
and ure    

Practise 
blending for 
reading. 
 
Practise 
segmenting for 
spelling. 
 
Practise 
blending to 
read sentences 
including tricky 
words  
 
Practise 
segmenting to 
write including 
tricky words 
sentences. 

 

Letter join lessons 
26-45  
 
Practise writing 
letters a and d 
Practise writing 
letters n. m and h 

 
Write CVC words 
independently 
including some 
diagraphs and 
trigraphs taught  
 
Write simple 
captions dictated 
by an adult 
 
Spell all Autumn 1 
HFW from 
memory  
 

9 & 10  
 
Comparing 
numbers to 10  
 
Bonds to 10  
 
3-D shape  
 
Pattern  

R.E.- Why is 
Easter special 
to Christians? 
 
To explore how 
animals are 
different to 
each other.  
 
To know 
similarities and 
differences in 
relation to 
places, objects 
and materials. 
 
Explore the 
natural world 
around them 
 
To know about 
similarities, 
differences 
between 
themselves and 
others and 
among families, 
communities 
and traditions  



Summer Term 

 Topic/ 
Theme 

Enhancements
/celebrations  

Core Texts  PSED (inc Jigsaw) C&L 
Physical (inc 

P.E.) 
Reading  Phonics  

Writing (inc 
Handwriting & 

T4W) 
Maths  UtW (inc R.E.) 

EAD (inc 
Music) 

Summer 
1 

Let’s 
Investigate: 
Plants 

Winter 
Gardens/ 
garden centre 
& Mowbray 
Park 
 
International 
week/French 
day 
 
Grow their own 
plant  

It starts with 
a seed  
 
Jack and the 
beanstalk  

Jigsaw- 
Relationships  
 
Works towards 
simple goals. 
 
Responds 
appropriately to 
an activity. 
 
Confident to try 
new activities. 
 
Explains the 
reasons for rules. 
 
Works and plays 
cooperatively and 
take turns with 
others. 

Comments 
about what 
they have 
heard and 
ask 
questions  
 
Holds 
conversation
s when 
engaged in 
back-and-
forth 
exchanges 
with their 
teacher and 
peers 
 
Participates 
in 
discussions, 
offering their 
own ideas, 
using 
recently 
introduced 
vocabulary. 
 
Offers 
explanations 
for why 
things might 
happen 
 

P.E.- Games 
 
Put/take own 
T-Shirt and 
jumper on/off 
independently 
but may be 
back to front. 
 
Uses a basic 
tri-pod grip 
with good 
control  
 
Cuts to the 
end of a piece 
of paper. 
 
Uses scissors 
without help 
of an adult. 
 
 
 

Reading 
stage 3.2 
books  
 
Understand 
of what has 
been read 
to them by 
retelling 
stories  
 
Re-reads 
stories to 
develop 
confidence, 
fluency and 
understand
ing.  
 
 

Practise 
blending 
graphemes to 
read CVCC, 
ccvcc, cccvc, 
cccvcc  words 
including 
previously 
taught 
diagraphs  
 
Practise 
segmenting 
graphemes to 
spell CVCC, 
ccvcc, cccvc, 
cccvcc  words 
including 
previously 
taught 
diagraphs  
 
HFW: revision 
of HFW taught 
so far. 
 
Teach HFW: 
your, here, saw 
time, out, 
house, about 
 

Letter join lessons 
46-60  
 
Practise writing 
letters j and y  
 
Practise writing 
letters g and q  
 
Practise writing 
letters b, p and k  
 
Write captions 
using finger 
spaces using some 
of their ideas- use 
Keezy to record  
 
Writes short 
sentences 
dictated by an 
adult  
 
Spell all Autumn 
HFW from 
memory  

 
Re-reads what 
they have written 
to check it makes 
sense 
 

To 20 and 
beyond  
 
Building 
numbers 
beyond 10  
 
Counting 
patterns 
beyond 10  
 
Adding more 
and taking 
away  
 
Spatial 
reasoning  
 
Compose and 
decompose  
 
 

R.E.- What 
places are 
special and 
why? 
 
Know some 
similarities and 
differences 
between things 
in the past and 
now 
 
Children will 
explore the 
natural world 
around them, 
making 
observations 
and drawing 
pictures of 
animals and 
plants; 
 
They will 
understand 
some 
important 
processes and 
changes in the 
natural world 
around them, 
including the 
seasons and 
changing states 
of matter. 

Charanga 
Music Scheme  

Listening and 
appraising 
Funk music 

Embedding 
foundations of 
the 
interrelated 
dimensions of 
music using 
voices and 
instruments 

• Learning to 
sing Big Bear 
Funk and 
revisiting other 
nursery 
rhymes and 
action songs 

• Playing 
instruments 
within the 
song 

• Improvisation 
using voices 
and 
instruments 

• Riff-based 
composition 

• Share and 
perform the 
learning that 
has taken 
place 

 

Summer 
2 

Let’s 
Adventure: 
Under the 
Sea 

Beach 
GNM/RNLI 
 
Father’s day 
 
Health week 

Commotion 
in the Ocean 
 
Home for 
Hermit Crab 

 
 

Jigsaw- Changing 
me  
 
Understands their 
own feelings and 
regulates 
behaviour 
accordingly. 
 
Forms positive 

Expresses 
their ideas 
and feelings 
about their 
experiences 
using: 
 
full 
sentences,  
 

P.E.- Athletics 
 
Put on socks 
and shoes 
correctly. 
 
Fasten zip 
independently 
 
Dress and 

Reading 
stage 3.2 
books   
 
Uses and 
understand
s recently 
introduced 
vocabulary 
 

Practise 
blending CVC+ 
combinations 
to read words 
including those 
that are 
polysyllabic. 
 
Practise 
segmenting 

Letter join lessons 
61-70   
 
Practise writing 
letters v, s and r   
 
Practise writing 
letters f, x and z  
 
Practise writing 

Doubling  
 
Sharing and 
grouping  
 
Even and odd  
 
Spatial 
reasoning  
 

R.E.- What 
times/stories 
are special and 
why? 
 
They will know 
some 
similarities and 
differences 
between 



attachments to 
adults and 
friendships with 
peers. 
 
Show sensitivity to 
their own and to 
others’ needs 

use of past, 
present and 
future 
tenses  
 
Making use 
of 
conjunctions 
 
 
Listens 
attentively 
and respond 
to what they 
hear with 
relevant 
questions 
and 
comments 
and 
answering 
questions  
 
 

undress 
independently 
but may still 
need help with 
small buttons 
and laces.   
 
Uses a basic 
tri-pod grip – 
using it 
correctly and 
with control. 
 
Cuts out an 
object. 
 
Uses scissors 
competently, 
safely and 
confidently. 
 
Understands 
the 
importance of 
healthy food 
choices  

 Anticipates 
– where 
appropriate 
– key 
events in 
stories 

CVC+ 
combinations 
to spell words 
including those 
that are 
polysyllabic. 
 
Practise 
blending CVC+ 
combinations 
to read 
sentences that 
include 
polysyllabic 
words. 
 
Practise 
segmenting 
CVC+ 
combinations 
to write 
sentences that 
include 
polysyllabic 
words. 
 
Teach HFW: 
made, make, 
came, I’m, 
very, old, 
called, asked, 
looked. there, 
our, Mr, Mrs, 
people, could 
 
 
Practise 
blending 3 
consonants in 
the onset 
position to 
read words. 
 
 

letters b, p and k  
 
Writes at least 
two simple 
sentences that can 
be read by 
themselves and 
others using their 
own ideas  

 
Spell all Spring 
HFW from 
memory  
 
Re-reads what 
they have written 
to check it makes 
sense and make 
appropriate 
changes with 
support  
 

Visualise and 
build  
 
Deepening 
understanding  
 
Patterns and 
relationships  
 
Mapping  

different 
religious and 
cultural 
communities 
 
The children 
will explain 
some 
similarities and 
differences 
between life in 
this country 
and life in other 
countries 

 

Explore a 
variety of 
materials, 
tools and 
techniques, 
experimenting 
with colour, 
design, texture 
 
Share their 
own creations  
 

 
 


