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Four guiding principles shape practice in EYFS. These are:  
The Unique Child 
• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and 
self-assured  
Positive Relationships  
• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships  
Enabling environments  
• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, 
who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. 
Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers.   
 
Learning and development  
• Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates 
 
At Grangetown, we adopt a planning cycle when observing and working with the children 
that places the child at the centre. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon entry, we focus on the prime areas, which enable our children to flourish in the specific 
areas over the course of the year. In EYFS, we follow the non-salutatory guidance from Birth 
to 5 Matters and plan our topics to match the objectives, ensuring there is room to follow the 
children’s interests and needs. We promote the characteristics of effective learning to ensure 
each child can meet their potential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Unique Child – What the child is learning 

Objectives are colour coded to match the Range band. 

Range 4, Range 5  

Term1  

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 

Context for 
learning 
(topic) 

Me, myself and I Destination Celebration  

Pr
im

e 
ar

ea
s 

 
PSED 

Is becoming more able to separate 
from their close carers and explore 
new situations with support and 
encouragement from another 
familiar adult  
 
Is beginning to be able to cooperate 
in favourable situations, such as with 
familiar people and environments 
and when free from anxiety. 
 
Shows a sense of autonomy through 
asserting 
their ideas and preferences and 
making choices 
and decisions 

Shows some understanding that other 
people have perspectives, ideas and 
needs that are different to theirs, e.g. 
may turn a book to face you so you can 
see it 
 
Builds relationships with special people 
but may 
show anxiety in the presence of strangers 
 
Seeks out others to share experiences 
with and 
may choose to play with a familiar friend 
or a child who has similar interest 
 
Is gradually learning that actions have 
consequences but not always the 
consequences 
the child hopes for 
 
Experiments with their own and other 
people’s 
views of who they are through their play, 
through 
trying out different behaviours, and the 
way they 
talk about themselves 

 
CAL 

• Listens with interest to the noises 
adults make when they read stories  
• Recognises and responds to many 
familiar sounds, e.g. turning to a 
knock on the door, looking at or 
going to the door  
• Shows interest in play with sounds, 
songs and rhymes  
• Identifies action words by 

• Single channelled attention; can shift to 
a different task if attention fully obtained 
– using child’s name helps focus 
• Listens to others in one-to-one or small 
groups, when conversation interests 
them  
• Listens to familiar stories with 
increasing attention and recall 
• Developing understanding of simple 



following simple instructions, e.g. 
Show me jumping  
• Understands who, what, where in 
simple questions (e.g. Who’s that? 
Who can? What’s that? Where is?)  
 

concepts (e.g. fast/slow, good/bad) 

PD • Sits up from lying down, stands up 
from sitting and squats with 
steadiness to rest or play with object 
on the ground, and rises to feet 
without using hands  
• Sits comfortably on a chair with 
both feet on the ground  
• Runs safely on whole foot  
• Moves in response to music, or 
rhythms played on instruments such 
as drums or shakers 
• Very energetic in short bursts and 
needs time for rest and calm with at 
least three hours of a day of exercise 
including moderate- to vigorous-
intensity physical activity, spread 
throughout the day  
• Needs to sleep for 10–13 hours in a 
24-hour period which may include a 
nap, with regular sleep and wake-up 
times  
• Feeds self competently  
• Can hold a cup with two hands and 
drink well without spilling 

• Begins to walk, run and climb on 
different levels and surfaces  
• Begins to understand and choose 
different ways of moving  
• Kicks a stationary ball with either foot, 
throws a ball with increasing force and 
accuracy and starts to catch a large ball 
by using two hands and their chest to 
trap it  
• Climbs up and down stairs by placing 
both feet on each step while holding a 
handrail for support 
• Develops some independence in self-
care and shows an awareness of routines 
such as handwashing or teeth cleaning 
but still often needs adult support  
• Develops increasing understanding of 
and control of the bowel and bladder 
urges and starts to communicate their 
need for the preferred choice of potty or 
toilet  
• Able to help with and increasingly 
independently put on and take off simple 
clothing items such as hats, unzipped 
jackets, wellington boots 

Pr
im

e 
ar

ea
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Literacy 
R 

• Has some favourite stories, rhymes, songs, poems or jingles  
• Repeats and uses actions, words or phrases from familiar stories  
• Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story or game, e.g. 
Humpty Dumpty sat on a … Begins to recognise familiar logos from children’s 
popular culture, commercial print or icons for apps  
• Enjoys rhythmic and musical activity with percussion instruments, actions, 
rhymes and songs, clapping along with the beat and joining in with words of 
familiar songs and nursery rhymes 

Literacy 
W 

• Distinguishes between the different marks they make  
• Enjoys drawing and writing on paper, on screen and on different textures, such 
as in sand or playdough and through using touch-screen technology. 

Maths • Chooses puzzle pieces and tries to fit them in  
• Recognises that two objects have the same shape  
• Makes simple constructions 
• Moves their bodies and toys around objects and explores fitting into spaces  
• Begins to remember their way around familiar environments  
• Responds to some spatial and positional language  
• Explores how things look from different viewpoints including things that are 
near or far away 



Chooses items based on their shape which are appropriate for the child’s 
purpose  
Responds to both informal language and common shape names  
Shows awareness of shape similarities and differences between objects  
Enjoys partitioning and combining shapes to make new shapes with 2D and 3D 
shapes  
Attempts to create arches and enclosures when building, using trial and 
improvement to select blocks 

UtW • Has a sense of own immediate family and relations and pets  
• In pretend play, imitates everyday actions and events from own family and 
cultural background, e.g. making and drinking tea, going to the barbers, being a 
cat, dog or bird 
• Enjoys playing with small world reconstructions, building on first-hand 
experiences, e.g. visiting farms, garages, train tracks, walking by river or lake 
• Seeks to acquire basic skills in turning on and operating some digital equipment  
• Operates mechanical toys, e.g. turns the knob on a wind-up toy or pulls back on 
a friction car  
• Plays with water to investigate “low technology” such as washing and cleaning  
• Uses pipes, funnels and other tools to carry/ transport water from one place to 
another 

EAD • Joins in singing songs  
• Creates sounds by rubbing, shaking, tapping, striking or blowing  
• Shows an interest in the way sound makers and instruments sound and 
experiments with ways of playing them, e.g. loud/quiet, fast/slow 
• Experiments with ways to enclose a space, create shapes and represent actions, 
sounds and objects  
• Enjoys and responds to playing with colour in a variety of ways, for example 
combining colours  
• Uses 3D and 2D structures to explore materials and/or to express ideas 
• Uses everyday materials to explore, understand and represent their world – 
their ideas, interests and fascinations  
• Begins to make believe by pretending using sounds, movements, words, objects 
Beginning to describe sounds and music imaginatively, e.g. scary music  
• Creates rhythmic sounds and movements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring 

 

 Spring 1 Spring 2 

Context for 
learning 
(topic) 

Superheros Animal Madness  

Pr
im

e 
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PSED Shows empathy and concern for 
people who are 
special to them by partially 
matching others’ 
feelings with their own, e.g. may 
offer a child a toy 
they know they like 
 
Seeks out companionship with 
adults and other 
children, sharing experiences and 
play ideas 
 
Shows a sense of autonomy 
through asserting 
their ideas and preferences and 
making choices 
and decisions 
 
Shows some understanding that 
other people have 
perspectives, ideas and needs that 
are different to 
theirs, e.g. may turn a book to face 
you so you can 
see it 
 
 

Knows their own name, their preferences 
and 
interests and is becoming aware of their 
unique 
abilities 
 
Is developing an understanding of and 
interest in 
differences of gender, ethnicity and ability  
 
Uses their experiences of adult behaviours 
to guide 
their social relationships and interactions 
 
Shows increasing consideration of other 
people’s 
needs and gradually more impulse control 
in 
favourable conditions, e.g. giving up a toy 
to 
another who wants it 
 
Enjoys a sense of belonging through being 
involved in daily tasks 

CAL Joins in with repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events and phrases 
in rhymes and stories  
• Focusing attention – can still 
listen or do, but can change their 
own focus of attention 
• Understands use of objects (e.g. 
Which one do we cut with?)  
• Uses language to share feelings, 
experiences and thoughts  
• Holds a conversation, jumping 
from topic to topic 
 • Learns new words very rapidly 

• Is able to follow directions (if not intently 
focused) 
• Uses talk in pretending that objects stand 
for something else in play, e.g. This box is 
my castle 
• Shows understanding of prepositions 
such as under, on top, behind by carrying 
out an action or selecting correct picture  
• Can retell a simple past event in correct 
order (e.g. went down slide, hurt finger)  
 



and is able to use them in 
communicating 
 • Uses a variety of questions (e.g. 
what, where, who) 
 • Beginning to use a range of 
tenses (e.g. play, playing, will play, 
played) 
• Continues to make some errors in 
language (e.g. runned) and will 
absorb and use language they hear 
around them in their community 
and culture  
 

PD • Uses wheeled toys with 
increasing skill such as pedalling, 
balancing, holding handlebars and 
sitting astride  
• May be beginning to show 
preference for dominant hand 
and/or leg/foot  
• Turns pages in a book, sometimes 
several at once  
• Shows increasing control in 
holding, using and manipulating a 
range of tools and objects such as 
tambourines, jugs, hammers, and 
mark making tools  
• Holds mark-making tools with 
thumb and all fingers 
• Begins to recognise danger and 
seeks the support and comfort of 
significant adults  
• Can increasingly express their 
thoughts and emotions through 
words as well as continuing to use 
facial expressions 

• Climbs stairs, steps and moves across 
climbing equipment using alternate feet. 
Maintains balance using hands and body to 
stabilise  
• Walks down steps or slopes whilst 
carrying a small object, maintaining 
balance and stability 
• Can tell adults when hungry, full up or 
tired or when they want to rest, sleep or 
play  
• Observes and can describe in words or 
actions the effects of physical activity on 
their bodies.  
• Can name and identify different parts of 
the body 
• Can wash and can dry hands effectively 
and understands why this is important  
• Willing to try a range of different textures 
and tastes and expresses a preference. Can 
name and identify different parts of the 
body 

Pr
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Literacy 
R 

• Listens to and joins in with stories and poems, when reading one-to-one and in 
small groups  
• Joins in with repeated refrains and anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories 
 • Begins to be aware of the way stories are structured, and to tell own stories 
• Knows that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right and 
top to bottom  
• Knows information can be relayed through signs and symbols in various forms 
(e.g. printed materials, digital screens and environmental print)  
• Handles books and touch screen technology carefully and the correct way up 
with growing competence  
• Begins to navigate apps and websites on digital media using drop down menu 
to select websites and icons to select apps 



Literacy 
W 

• Makes up stories, play scenarios, and drawings in response to experiences, 
such as outings  
• Sometimes gives meaning to their drawings and paintings  
• Ascribes meanings to signs, symbols and words that they see in different 
places, including those they make themselves  
• Includes mark making and early writing in their play  
• Imitates adults’ writing by making continuous lines of shapes and symbols 
(early writing) from left to right 

Maths • Beginning to compare and recognise changes in numbers of things, using words 
like more, lots or ‘same’ Counting  
• Begins to say numbers in order, some of which are in the right order  
• In everyday situations, takes or gives two or three objects from a group 
 • Beginning to notice numerals (number symbols)  
• Beginning to count on their fingers. 
• Explores differences in size, length, weight and capacity  
• Beginning to understand some talk about immediate past and future  
• Beginning to anticipate times of the day such as mealtimes or home time 
• Compares two small groups of up to five objects, saying when there are the 
same number of objects in each group, e.g. You’ve got two, I’ve got two. Same!  
• May enjoy counting verbally as far as they can go  
• Points or touches (tags) each item, saying one number for each item, using the 
stable order of 1,2,3,4,5.  
• Uses some number names and number language within play, and may show 
fascination with large numbers  
• Begin to recognise numerals 0 to 10 Cardinality  
• Subitises one, two and three objects (without counting)  
• Counts up to five items, recognising that the last number said represents the 
total counted so far (cardinal principle) 
 • Links numerals with amounts up to 5 and maybe beyond  
• Explores using a range of their own marks and signs to which they ascribe 
mathematical meanings  
 • Responds to and uses language of position and direction 
 • Predicts, moves and rotates objects to fit the space or create the shape they 
would like. 

UtW • Beginning to have their own friends  
• Learns that they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, others 
• Notices detailed features of objects in their environment  
• Can talk about some of the things they have observed such as plants, animals, 
natural and found objects 
• Developing an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time  
• Shows care and concern for living things and the environment  
• Knows how to operate simple equipment, e.g. turns on CD player, uses a 
remote control, can navigate touch-capable technology with support  
• Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs or pulleys, real objects such 
as cameras, and touch screen devices such as mobile phones and tablets  
• Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting flaps to achieve 
effects such as sound, movements or new images  



EAD • Explores and learns how sounds and movements can be changed  
• Continues to explore moving in a range of ways, e.g. mirroring, creating own 
movement patterns  
• Enjoys joining in with moving, dancing and ring games  
• Continues to explore colour and how colours can be changed  
• Develops an understanding of using lines to enclose a space, and begins to use 
drawing to represent actions and objects based on imagination, observation and 
experience  
• Uses various construction materials, e.g. joining pieces, stacking vertically and 
horizontally, balancing, making enclosures and creating spaces  
• Uses tools for a purpose 
 

 

Summer 

 

 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Context for 
learning 
(topic) 

Down at the bottom of the garden Amazing adventures- Under the Sea  

Pr
im

e 
ar

ea
s 

 

PSED Enjoys playing alone, alongside and 
with others, inviting others to play and 
attempting to join others’ play 
 
Shows their confidence and self-
esteem through being outgoing 
towards people, taking risks and trying 
new things or new social situations 
and being able to express their needs 
and ask adults for help 
 
Is sensitive to others’ messages of 
appreciation or criticism 

Practices skills of assertion, negotiation and 
compromise and looks to a supportive 
adult for 
help in resolving conflict with peers 
 
Is becoming more aware of the similarities 
and 
differences between themselves and 
others in 
more detailed ways and identifies themself 
in 
relation to social groups and to their peers 
 
Is aware of being evaluated by others and 
begin to 
develop ideas about themselves according 
to the 
messages they hear from others 

PSED- 
Key 
Skills  

 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Self-

regulation  
 

Calm themselves when they 
are upset. 

Able to make a decision 
independently. 

Managing 
self  

Talks about how they are 
feeling. 

Becomes independent. 

Building 
relationships 

Notices and ask questions 
about the differences with 
their friends. 
 

Develops friendships with other 
children. 

 



CAL Joins in with repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories  
• Focusing attention – can still listen 
or do, but can change their own focus 
of attention 
• Is able to follow directions (if not 
intently focused) 
• Beginning to understand more 
complex sentences, e.g. Put your toys 
away and then sit on the carpet 
• Uses longer sentences (e.g. Mummy 
gonna work)  
• Beginning to use word endings (e.g. 
going, cats) 
• Questions why things happen and 
gives explanations. Asks e.g. who, 
what, when, how  
• Talks more extensively about things 
that are of particular importance to 
them  
 

Joins in with repeated refrains and 
anticipates key events and phrases in 
rhymes and stories  
• Focusing attention – can still listen or do, 
but can change their own focus of 
attention 
• Responds to instructions with more 
elements, e.g. Give the big ball to me; 
collect up all the blocks and put them in 
the box 
 • Beginning to understand why and how 
questions 
• Beginning to use more complex 
sentences to link thoughts (e.g. using and, 
because)  
• Able to use language in recalling past 
experiences  
• Uses talk to explain what is happening 
and anticipate what might happen next  
• Uses intonation, rhythm and phrasing to 
make the meaning clear to others  
• Builds up vocabulary that reflects the 
breadth of their experiences  
 

Ke
y 

Sk
ill

s  

   
   

   
   

  C
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 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Listening, 
Attention & 
Understanding 
  

Enjoys listening to longer 
stories and can remember 
much of what happens. 

Understands ‘why’ questions, like: 
“Why do you think the caterpillar 
got so fat?” 

Speaking  
 

Uses a wider range of 
vocabulary 

Uses longer sentences of four to 
six words 

 



Pr
im

e 
Ar

ea
 

PD • Runs with spatial awareness and 
negotiates space successfully, 
adjusting speed or direction to avoid 
obstacles  
• Can balance on one foot or in a 
squat momentarily, shifting body 
weight to improve stability 
 • Can grasp and release with two 
hands to throw and catch a large ball, 
beanbag or an object 
Observes and controls breath, able to 
take deep breaths, scrunching and 
releasing the breath  
• Can mirror the playful actions or 
movements of another adult or child  
• Gains more bowel and bladder 
control and can attend to toileting 
needs most of the time themselves. 
• Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms 
into openfronted coat or shirt when 
held up, pulls up own trousers, and 
pulls up zipper once it is fastened at 
the bottom 
 

• Creates lines and circles pivoting from 
the shoulder and elbow  
• Manipulates a range of tools and 
equipment in one hand, tools include 
paintbrushes, scissors, hairbrushes, 
toothbrush, scarves or ribbons 
• Working towards a consistent, daily 
pattern in relation to eating, toileting and 
sleeping routines and understands why this 
is important  
 
 

Ke
y 

Sk
ill

s  

 
 
                                   
PD  

 
 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Dressing  Take off own coat. 

Pull down pants to use toilet 
Put on shoes without fastening  
(may be wrong foot)   
Pull zips up and down, but may need 
help to insert or separate zip. 

Pencil 
grip  

Uses a palmer grip – holds 
pencil in a whole fist. 
Uses a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding 
pens and pencils. 

Uses a digital Pronate Grip- all finger 
are holding the pencil and the hand is 
facing down. 

Scissor 
control 

Uses one-handed tools and 
equipment, for example, 
making snips in paper with 
scissors. 
Uses beginner scissors. 

Moves the scissors along the paper 
as they cut. 
Uses scissors so an adult can help 
them. 
 

 

Pr
im

e 
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Literac
y R 

• Talks about events and principal characters in stories and suggests how the story 
might end  
• Shows interest in illustrations and words in print and digital books and words in 
the environment  
• Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name, advertising logos and 
screen icons  
• Looks at and enjoys print and digital books independently 
• Begins to develop phonological and phonemic awareness - Shows awareness of 
rhyme and alliteration - Recognises rhythm in spoken words, songs, poems and 
rhymes - Claps or taps the syllables in words during sound play - Hears and says the 
initial sound in words 



Readin
g Key 
Skills  

 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Reading  
  

Knows that print has 
meaning, e.g. their name or 
marks in the environment 
and can find their own name  
Orally blend cvc word and 
pick correct object  
 

Turns one page of a book at a time.  
Retells their favourite story.  
Sings a favourite nursery rhyme  
 

 

Literac
y W 

• Attempts to write their own name, or other names and words, using combinations 
of lines, circles and curves, or letter-type shapes  
• Shows interest in letters on a keyboard, identifying the initial letter of their own 
name and other familiar words  
• Begins to make letter-type shapes to represent the initial sound of their name and 
other familiar words 

Writing 
Key 
Skills  

 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Spelling  To know and use the initial sound in 

their name  
 

Can name something that 
begins with at least 1 sound 
 e.g. what begins with s  

Handwriting  Gives meaning to marks as they make 
them.  
Writes for a purpose, e.g. a letter to 
their mam or a shopping list to go 
shopping.  
Learn the language of direction and 
motion, such as up, down, around, 
backwards and forwards to support 
the teaching of writing. 
 

Writes some or their entire 
name.  
Forms some recognisable 
letters.  
 

 

Maths • Separates a group of three or four objects in different ways, beginning to 
recognise that the total is still the same 
• Through play and exploration, beginning to learn that numbers are made up 
(composed) of smaller numbers  
• Beginning to use understanding of number to solve practical problems in play and 
meaningful activities  
• Beginning to recognise that each counting number is one more than the one 
before 
• In meaningful contexts, finds the longer or shorter, heavier or lighter and 
more/less full of two items 
 • Recalls a sequence of events in everyday life and stories 
• Creates their own spatial patterns showing some organisation or regularity  
• Explores and adds to simple linear patterns of two or three repeating items, e.g. 
stick, leaf (AB) or stick, leaf, stone (ABC)  
• Joins in with simple patterns in sounds, objects, games and stories dance and 
movement, predicting what comes next 
• Shows awareness of shape similarities and differences between objects  
 

Maths 
Key 
skills  

 Minimum Expectations for Nursery 
Number   Subitises up to 3.  

Compares quantities, 
recognising who has 
more/less up to 10 

Recites numbers in order to 10.  
Understands ‘one more’ and 
beginning to understand ‘one less’. 
Recognises numerals to 3   



Shape 
and 
pattern   

Sorts objects according to 
colour, shape or object.  

Understands positional language. 
Identifies a repeating pattern.  

Measure  Uses non-standard equipment to measure. Length/ height, capacity, 
weight  

  
 

UtW • Shows interest in the lives of people who are familiar to them  
• Enjoys joining in with family customs and routines  
• Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience  
• Recognises and describes special times or events for family or friends  
Shows interest in different occupations and ways of life indoors and outdoors  
• Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can talk about some of the 
similarities and differences in relation to friends or family 
• Comments and asks questions about aspects of their familiar world such as the 
place where they live or the natural world  
• Talks about why things happen and how things work  
• Begin to understand the effect their behaviour can have on the environment 
• Knows that information can be retrieved from digital devices and the internet  
• Plays with a range of materials to learn cause and effect, for example, makes a 
string puppet using dowels and string to suspend the puppet 

EAD • Sings familiar songs, e.g. pop songs, songs from TV programmes, rhymes, songs 
from home  
• Taps out simple repeated rhythms  
• Develops an understanding of how to create and use sounds intentionally  
• Uses movement and sounds to express experiences, expertise, ideas and feelings • 
Experiments and creates movement in response to music, stories and ideas  
• Sings to self and makes up simple songs  
• Creates sounds, movements, drawings to accompany stories 
• Notices what other children and adults do, mirroring what is observed, adding 
variations and then doing it spontaneously  
• Engages in imaginative play based on own ideas or first-hand or peer experiences.  
• Uses available resources to create props or creates imaginary ones to support play  
• Plays alongside other children who are engaged in the same theme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning and developing – How the adults plan for the child 

 Autumn1  Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Context for 
learning (topic) 

Me, 
Myself 
and I 

Destination 
Celebration 

Superhero
s  

Animal 
Madness  

Down at 
the Bottom 
of the 
Garden 

Amazing 
Adventures- 
Under the Sea   

Enhancement 
to topic 

Walk 
around 
local area 
&  
Trip to 
Backhous
e Park 
Butterfly 
release  

Halloween 
party  
 
Journey- 
bus/ metro   

Superhero 
dress up/ 
party  
 
Chinese 
food 
tasting  
 

Trip to 
the Farm 
 
 

Growing 
plants 
(sunflowers 
& cress 
heads)  
 
Washingto
n Wetland 
Centre  
 

Trip to the 
beach & 
aquarium  
 
Follow a 
treasure map 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 P
rim

e 
Ar
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JIGSAW Being me 
in my 
world 

Celebrating 
differences 

Dreams 
and goals 

Healthy 
me 

Relationshi
ps 

Changing me 

CAL Introduction to 
Helicopter Stories. 
Joining in with others 
stories.  

Creating own 
Helicopter Stories and 
performing these. 
Introduce talk 
partners. 

Continue helicopter stories, 
increased length of stories. 
Children to listen to and 
respond to talk partners. 

Key 
vocabular
y (topic 
specific)  

Home, 
pets, 
Mam, 
Dad, 
brother, 
sister,   
Spring, 
Summer, 
Autumn, 
Winter, 
Seasons 
 

Space, 
planets, 
Earth, 
moon, 
astronauts, 
rocket, 
fireworks, 
sparklers, 
Christmas, 
 

Jobs, 
zookeeper
, vet, 
doctor, 
nurse, 
hero, 
villain, 
good, evil, 
character, 
Batman, 
Superman, 
Wonder 
woman, 
supergirl 
Chinese, 
Kung Hey 
Fat Choi 

Animals, 
pigs, 
wolf, dog, 
card, 
duck, 
bear, 
farm 

Minibeasts,  
magnifying 
class, 
flowers, 
trees, 
plants sun, 
water, 
light, seed, 
grow, 
change, 
cress, 
sunflower 

Sea, sand, 
ships, pirate, 
flag, captain, 
treasure, 
map, island, 
compass, 
telescope 
beach, crab, 
shell, fish 

PD Washing 
and 
drying 
hands. 
Supportin
g children 
to access 
toilet. 
Dough 

Squiggle 
while you 
wiggle, 
moving to 
music and 
making 
marks 

Encouragi
ng pincer 
grip with 
writing 
tools 

Scissor 
control. 

Tracing 
name 
 

Writing/copyi
ng name. 
Zipping up 
and putting 
on their own 
coats 



disco. 
Sp

ec
ifi

c 
Ar

ea
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Literacy 
Texts 

We’re 
Going on 
a bear 
hunt 
T4W: 
Hungry 
caterpilla
r  

Aaargh 
Spider  
 
Whatever 
Next 

Supertato  
 
T4W: Dear 
Zoo 

Brown 
Bear  
 
3 Little 
Pigs  

Hairy 
Mclairy  
 
T4W: The 
Enormous 
Turnip  

Sharks (non-
fiction) 
 
Barry the Fish 
with Fingers   

Literacy R Introduce 
core song 
basket  

Look at 
favourite 
stories and 
songs. 

Fill in the 
missing 
words in 
rhymes 
and 
familiar 
stories 

Look 
carefully 
at the 
story 
setting 
and 
events, 
increasin
g 
attention 
and 
recall. 

Describe 
the story 
setting and 
characters. 

Predict the 
story ending 

Literacy W Make marks during 
Squiggle while we wiggle 
and topic work and 
teacher to support 
discussion around these 
marks. 

Children to talk about 
the meaning to the 
marks they have made 
Encouraging pincer 
grip with writing tools 
 

To write their first name 
using recognisable letters  
To show a preference for a 
dominant hand 

Maths Rote counting, with 
some numbers in 
sequence. 
Identifying shapes from 
within a picture. 
Join in with and sing 
number rhymes 
Introduce prepositions – 
where is the alien, 
selecting a picture. 

Rote counting to 10 
Count backwards from 
5 to 0 
Use number formation 
rhymes to aid 
recognition of numbers 
Beginning to name and 
describe some 2D 
shapes. 
Follow an instruction 
to find an object when 
given an instruction 
with a preposition 
 

Rote counting to 20 
Count backwards from 10 to 
0 
Number recognition to 5 
Name four main 2D shapes: 
rectangle, circle, triangle, 
square 
Use prepositions when 
describing where an object 
is. 
Order and sequence a 
familiar event 

UW Discuss, 
look at 
photos 
and draw 

Moon picnic 
–what is it 
like on the 
moon and in 

Learn 
about 
different 
superhero

Learn 
about 
animals 
on the 

Learn 
about how 
plants grow 
and look at 

Seasonal 
changes – 
review what 
has happened 



who lives 
with us. 
Look at 
photos of 
us and 
our 
friends as 
babies – 
what do 
we 
notice? 

space? 
Learn about 
Christmas 
traditions.  

es and 
their 
powers. 
 
Chinese 
food – 
compare 
to other 
food and 
traditions. 

farm  
What 
animals 
live on 
the farm 
 
How to 
care for 
farm 
animals 

the 
changes 
over time 
 
Look at 
how food is 
grown and 
link to the 
turnip 

since 
September, 
linked to 
Summer.  

UW – 
celebratio
ns and 
events 

Hallowee
n 
 
Diwali 
 
Butterfly 
release  

Bonfire 
night 
Remembran
ce day 
Christmas 

Chinese 
New Year 
 
Valentine’
s Day 
 

Shrove 
Tuesday 
Easter 
Mother’s 
Day 
World 
book day 
Science 
week 

Internation
al 
week/Fren
ch day 

Father’s day 
Health week 

UW – 
cooking 
linked to 
topic or 
celebratio
n 

Pumpkin 
soup 
Witches 
finger 
breadstic
ks 

Sandwiches  
Biscuits 
Gingerbread 

Chinese 
food, 
fortune 
cookies, 
spring rolls 

Pancakes  
Bread 
and 
butter 

Bread  
 
Egg & cress 
sandwiches 

Ice cream  
 
Fish fingers 
and chips 

EAD Exploring instruments 
and creating sounds 
Exploring colours of 
paints with a range of 
media – brushes, hands 
etc 

Stopping when 
instructed and tapping 
out a rhythm with 
instruments 
Choosing and singing a 
favourite song 
Copies movements 
from Jumpstart Jonny 

Sings a few familiar songs 
Begin to explore colour 
mixing with paint 
Uses a specific tool with a 
purpose in mind, e.g. 
scissors to cut the sellotape 

EAD core 
Songs 

Heads, 
Shoulders
, Knees 
and Toes. 
 
If You’re 
Happy 
and you 
Know It 
 
Dingle 
Dangle 
Scarecro
w 

Twinkle, 
Twinkle 
Little Star 
 
5 Little Men 
in a flying 
saucer 

5 Little 
superhero
s  

5 Little 
Ducks 
 
Old 
MacDona
ld 

Tiny 
Caterpillar 
on a Leaf 
 
Green Frog 

1,2,3,4,5 one I 
caught 
 
Row, Row, 
row your boat 
 
 

 


