
GPS Music Half Term Planning – Autumn 1 2020 

Class Class topic Music Topic Content 

Year 1 All about 
me 

An 
introduction 
to Music. 

Children will learn to sing 3 different songs this half term. ‘In 
the jungle’ ‘The music man’ and ‘you’ve got a friend in me’. 
They will sing these with actions. Children will learn about 
the instruments of the orchestra and be able to identify their 
names and what they sound like. Finally, this half term Y1 
will listen to 4 different pieces of music and talk about which 
instruments they can hear, the mood of the music an what it 
makes them imagine. 

Year 2 Africa African 
Music 

Y2 will learn about the percussion instruments used in 
African Music. They will listen to some different styles of 
African music and talk about the rhythms and sounds they 
can hear. They will then use the Djembe drums to play some 
African rhythms and learn some basic rhythm notation. They 
will develop this into playing rhythm layers involving 2 parts 
at the same time. The children will learn to sing 
‘Babathandasa’, an African celebration song which they will 
sing whilst playing the Djembe drums. This will then be 
performed. 

Year 3 
& 3/4 

Oliver and 
the 
seawigs 

Sounds of 
the sea 

Children will investigate the sounds of the sea through 
listening, composing and performing. They will start by 
listening to some seaside sounds and describing what they 
can hear, thinking about how the sounds are made. They will 
then use a selection of instruments (Ocean drums, shakers, 
tambourines, glockenspiels and keyboards) to perform 
sounds of the sea. Finally, the children will work in groups to 
plan a short sea themed story. They will use the instruments 
to compose music for their story which will be performed to 
the class and evaluated.   

Year 4 Awesome 
adventures 

Adventure 
Music 

Y4 will explore adventure music by listening, performing and 
composing music to a given theme. They will start by 
listening to adventure music from films (Indiana Jones, 
Magnificent seven, Lord of the Rings etc.) describing what 
they can hear, the effect the music has and how the music 
reflects going on an adventure. The children will then use the 
keyboards to perform the film themes they have heard. 
Finally, they will choose a section of musical instruments to 
compose their own adventure piece in small groups. They 
will perform this, describing the idea and intended effect. 

Year 5 Space Space Music Y5 are going to explore ‘The Planets’ by Gustav Holst. They 
will listen to each of the 7 pieces, describing and comparing 
what they can hear and how Gustav used the idea of each 
planet to create a themed piece of music. They will use their 
imagination whilst listening to draw images of what each 
planet theme is trying to represent. They will also look at the 
themes from Star wars and A space odyssey, talking about 
the use of brass, dynamics and pitch within the music. The 



children will then use the keyboards and music notation to 
learn the Star wars theme and will perform a space odyssey 
as a class using drums, keyboards, glockenspiels and 
cymbals.   

Year 6 WWII Music of 
WWII 

The children will look at the songs, instruments and 
technology of WWII. They will sing ‘pack up your troubles’ 
and ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’ in harmony with each 
other, investigating army theme songs, how they developed 
and helped morale. They will study the music of Vera Lynn, 
looking at her lyrics, their meaning and the messages she 
wanted to convey to the troops and families at home. The 
children will explore how the radio was a key factor in WWII, 
not only to play morale boosting songs but to report 
messages and to spy on others. Y6 will listen to Morse code 
patterns using realistic sounds and try to crack different 
codes. They will also use the keyboards to create their own 
Morse code messages. Finally, the children will write their 
own morale boosting lyrics using structure and rhyme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


