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Grangetown Primary School – Enjoy~Respect~Achieve 

 

Writing - Curriculum ‘End-Points’ by Yeargroup  
 

 
 

In addition to the points set out in the National Curriculum 
 

By the end of Reception 
 Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  

 Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  

 Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
 

By the end of Y1 
 Sequence sentences to form short narratives. 

 Use the conjunction ‘and’. 

 Use imperative verbs. 

 Use descriptive language. 

 Spell words containing the 40+ phonemes. 

 Use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly. 

 Spell Y1 common exception words. 

 Form upper and lower case letters of the correct size. 
 

By the end of Y2 
 Use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify. 

 Begin to write in the third and first person. 

 Begin to use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions. 

 Write simple and coherent narratives. 

 Write in the past tense. 

 Use capital letters, full stops and question marks mostly correctly. 

 Spell Y2 common exception words. 

 Form capital letters of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower-case 
letters. 

 

By the end of Y3 
 Demarcate sentences with capital letters, full stops and question marks.  

 Explain the ways in which layout affects meaning, and begin to use layout features. 

 Know how to use expanded noun phrases to add detail and precision.  

 Use conjunctions to show time, place and cause. 

 Begin to use similes for abstract concepts.  

 Write well-structured paragraphs which build on previous detail.  

 Use a range of sentence types.  
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By the end of Y4 
 Use fronted adverbials to begin sentences, demarcated with a comma. 

 Maintain the correct person throughout writing (1st or 3rd). 

 Include a wider range of figurative language, similes and personification.  

 Be able to organise paragraphs around a theme or a time. 

 Include relative clauses which add additional information.  

 Show a control over the choice of tenses. 

 Choose appropriate technical vocabulary throughout non-fiction. 
 

By the end of Y5 
 Use commas to avoid ambiguity.  

 Use parenthesis to provide additional detail and clarification.  

 Use speech punctuation accurately.  

 Choose dialogue to advance the action of the story.  

 Alternate between formal and informal language where appropriate.  

 Use expanded noun phrases for qualification and precision. 

 Use metaphors and other figurative language to create mood and embellish description. 
 

By the end of Y6 
 Understand and use the subjunctive mood to show appropriate formality. 

 Use dialogue to advance the action and show strong characterization. 

 Use a variety of sentence structures to engage the reader throughout sustained periods of description. 

 Use colons, semi-colons and dashes to mark boundaries between clauses. 

 Confidently manage the shift between formality dependent upon the audience, form or purpose across a 
range of genres. 

 Edit and re-draft writing independently to show a good understanding of audience, form and purpose. 

 Write in a manner which is concise yet effective, where language is chosen specifically.   


