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Emily among top in the country

A Wearside teenager has 
been placed among the 
country’s top achievers.

Emily Watt achieved 
outstanding results in 
her GCSE exams this 
summer, gaining three 
Grade 9’s, 7 A* plus an A 
in Further Maths.

These results place 
the former Kepier stu-

dent in the top 0.4% in 
the country.

Emily, who says she 
put a lot of hard work 
into the success, is now 
at Durham Johnston 
Sixth Form, where she 
is studying A-levels in 
maths, geography, his-
tory and French.

Kepier principal, 

Nicky Cooper, said: 
“We are all extremely 
proud of Emily. She has 
achieved such fantastic 
results and we are over 
the moon for her.

“These grades repre-
sent some of the highest 
not just in this region 
but across the country 
as a whole.”

Kepier principal, Nicky Cooper, with Emily Watt. New apprentices for Gentoo
Sunderland housing 
company has recruited 
new apprentices to start 
work this month.

Gentoo has developed 
the apprenticeships with 
Sunderland College and 
New College Durham, 
where the apprentices 
study.

The housing association 
is committed to developing 

talent and creating learn-
ing opportunities for peo-
ple in the North East, and 
since 2001, has employed 
more than 240 appren-
tices. 

Executive Director (Cor-
porate Services) at Gentoo, 
Louise Bassett, said: “Of-
fering apprenticeship op-
portunities is part of our 
People Strategy at Gentoo. 

We are committed to devel-
oping talent and appren-
tices are an excellent way of 
doing this.

“Last year we took on 
20 apprentices who are 
not only starting to make 
a real difference in the 
workplace, but have also 
received recognition for 
their dedication and hard 
work.”

Louise Bassett from Gentoo and apprentices.
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For schools, pupils and parents

Good news for Wearside school
A Wearside primary school 
is celebrating getting the 
thumbs up from education 
watchdogs.

Grangetown Primary 
School was rated as good in 
all areas following a visit by 
Ofsted inspectors.

Les McAnaney, 
headteacher at the Spelter-
works Road school, said eve-
ryone was thrilled with the 
outcome of the report.

He said: “We were grad-
ed good and we are very 
pleased about that because 
Ofsted Inspections are a real 
challenge for any school.

“Our work in pupils’ 
personal development and 
welfare was recognised as 
outstanding.

“Obviously we’re all 
thrilled to get such a posi-
tive inspection report. It’s a 
really positive report, and a 
testimony to the hard work 
of everyone associated with 
the school.”

In the report, inspectors 
said: “The headteacher and 
his team have a clear sense 
of moral purpose under-
pinned by good teaching 

and robust systems.
“This has contributed to 

good rates of progress for 
most pupils and the highest 
standards of care for pupils.

“Leaders at all levels 
regularly review standards 
and pupils’ progress. This 
enables them to swiftly ad-
dress any emerging undera-
chievement and maintain 
a continual focus on school 
improvement.

“Leaders have developed 
an exciting, broad and bal-
anced curriculum where 
academic rigour is comple-
mented by a range of wider 
experiences. This enables 
pupils to develop knowledge 
and understanding along-
side self-confidence and 
self-esteem.”

The inspectors said re-

cent initiatives to raise the 
profile of reading are having 
a clear impact and pupils 
demonstrate a love of read-
ing, with their reading and 
comprehension skills im-
proving.

They went on to say 
governors are astute and in-

sightful and are committed 
to the vision of the school 
and also have the expertise 
needed to hold leaders to 
account for key aspects of 
performance.

Inspectors said: “The ar-
rangements for safeguard-
ing pupils are extremely 

effective.
“All teachers are commit-

ted to developing the high-
est standards of behaviour 
and welfare.

“The school’s work with 
parents and pupils is exem-
plary in promoting positive 
behaviour and overcoming 

barriers to learning.”
The inspectors said the 

provision in the early years 
is imaginative, well planned 
and encourages positive 
learning attitudes and this 
supports children in mak-
ing good rates of progress in 
their education.

Children celebrate latest Ofsted report.
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“We’re all thrilled to 
get such a positive 
inspection report”
les mcananey

facebook.com/sunderlandechoonline @sunderlandecho


