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A thrilling end to a fantastic year! 
With just over a week left of term, the end 
of a very successful year is fast 
approaching. But, there’s certainly no 
‘slowing down’ here at Grangetown! As 

you’ll see in this Newsletter, our children have 
benefited from a vast range of exciting learning 
activities in recent weeks In fact, there’s so much 
going on that we will even be publishing an extra-
special, ‘bumper’ Newsletter next week, featuring 
(amongst other things) the Summer Fayre, Guys & 
Dolls, Bike-ability, the ‘Empire Dancers’, Sports Day, 
Health Week & the thoughts of our year 6 leavers! 
 

Wish You Were Here! 

 
As part of our Community Cohesion Project, Ms Cole’s 
group have been making a “Wish You Were Here” 
style DVD. The film showcases some of the fabulous 
areas of our city to visit and has been made with the 
help of the Media Centre students at Sunderland 
University. Over the past few weeks groups of children 
have visited Spark TV within the University to learn 
how to edit the film and produce the finished article. It 
has been an amazing opportunity for our children, who 
have thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of using the 
audio-visual equipment to film, cut and edit our DVD. 
We may have some future Film Producers in our midst 
- watch out Steven Spielberg! Ms Cole 
 

Popples Tales inspire Young Writers! 

 
Popple's Tales has been working with year 3 
completing its Little Author and Little Illustrator courses 
this month. Looking at all of the aspects needed to 
write and illustrate their own stories through games  

 
and the work a writer/illustrator would do. From the 
starting point of their own character ideas they have 
worked towards full story creations, including 
storyboards, book covers, descriptive writing and page 
boarders and layouts. Grangetown Primary School's 
pupils have created some of the most imaginative and 
skilled creations Popple's Tales has come across! By 
Laura Smith (local author & illustrator who has worked 
with yr 3 this term)…see  www.popplestales.com 
 

Early Years do Rosie’s Walk! 

 
This term we have had a strong focus on Literacy in 
Foundation Stage.  We have used a ‘Talk for Writing’ 
strategy to support the development of our own writing.  
Talk for Writing is a process where children learn a 
story through a series of actions. Once the children are 
familiar with the story we start to make changes and 
personalise it to make it our own.  We used Rosie’s 
Walk by Pat Hutchins, and by the end of the topic each 
child had developed their very own version.  We then 
wrote it up into our books using the action symbols to 
help us. The nursery children went on a walk around 
the school grounds. We took photographs of each 
place we visited and used them to support orally 
retelling where we went using the language from 
Rosie’s Walk. We are very pleased with the end result 
and the children are very proud of their achievements. 
 

The Big Rug 

 
Recently, an artist came in to Grangetown Primary 
named Daniel Weatherit. He came in to work with ten 
of the year 6 pupils. Daniel is working with children 
from lots of different schools around Sunderland. We 
were asked to draw pictures of sights in Sunderland 
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such as: a person scuba diving in the sea or a person 
in the park playing on a swing. After we had drawn our 
pictures, Daniel showed us his art portfolio. It was full 
of lots of ideas. The drawings are to be sewed onto a 
rug that will be put on display at Penshaw Monument!  
I am hoping to see the rug when it is finished. By 
Kenya Haswell 
 

¡Bien hecho chicos! 

 
The countdown for our summer holidays has started 
but our children continue doing their best in the 
Spanish lessons. This month we have had a nice time 
not only revising colours, greetings, numbers and 
names but also learning animals: perro, pollito, pato… 
Can you remember them? We have been working so 
hard through songs, games and other activities that we 
are now experts at animals. Well done kids! It’s 
amazing to see all the progress that you are making 
and a proof of that are the first sentences that we have 
been making using animals and colours. ¡Bien hecho 
chicos! I am really proud of you  By Miss Rodriguez. 

 

Year 6 Hit the surf! 

 
Hit the surf was a really good experience! It didn’t just 
give you an opportunity to do surfing; it also gave us 
an opportunity to learn about being safe. The year 5 
and 6 children had a fantastic time in our wet suits! I 
really liked it when we worked with a partner to take 
turns in saving each other. We had special life saving 
floats to throw out to save our friends. But what I 
enjoyed the most, was when we went on the surfing 
boards! The life guards who were teaching us how to 
surf took us so far out into the water and then turned 
us around and flew us back onto the beach! We had 
an amazing day I absolutely loved it! By Coraine. 

Book Fair Success! 
Once again our annual book fair 
arrived this month with lots of new and 
exiting reads! Each class had the 
opportunity to visit with their teacher as 
well as being able to visit with a parent/ 
carer. It was great to see so many 
children excited about reading. We 

would like to say a big thank you to all the staff that 
helped to support the book fair. We are looking forward 
to buying some new library books with the money that 
was raised! By Miss Hough 
 

Year 2 Tickle their Taste Buds! 

 
Key Stage One visited the Toby Carvery at Barnes as 
part of our topic, ‘Tickle those Taste Buds’. We had 
such a fabulous time! In Literacy we wrote and sent 
our thank you letters to Lisa and Chris– we hope we 
can visit again soon! Miss Grainger 
 

Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
On the 17

th
 May some children from year 4, 5 and 6 

went on an outdoor adventure to Derwent Hill (in the 
Lake District) for the weekend. We all had an amazing 
weekend away! There were lots of things to do like: 
Canoeing in the lake; going on the big swing; Gorge 
walking; a night walk blindfolded; the low ropes course 
and we also played bingo in the evenings. We did 
some orienteering around the grounds and had a 
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scavenger hunt to look for lots of different things in 
nature. We then had to make a sculpture with all of the 
different things that we had collected. We all really 
enjoyed it so much and had lots of fun! We wish we 
could do it all over again. By Tegan Burnip  year 6  
Charlie Wilkinson: “Canoeing was my favourite 
because I like water and we got to jump in at the end”. 
George Harrison: “The big swing was the best - it was 
really high. At first, when I got there, I was frightened 
of heights but I jumped off and felt great! 
Travis Miller: “The gorge walk was great because you 
got to go in the water. At the end, we even got to slide 
down the waterfalls! Amazing”! 
Raegan Wilson. “The Bingo was fab. We had to cross 
the numbers off on our cards and we made up different 
call outs. We had some lovely sweets if we won”. 
Dillon Redpath – The breakfasts were lovely. We had 
cereal and then a huge full English breakfast to keep 
us going through the day. 
 

No Limits for Year 3 

 
Year 3 spent a terrific morning at the Sunderland 
Museum and Winter Gardens working with the No 
Limits Theatre.  The morning began in the Winter 
Gardens watching a short play and then the children 
worked with the actors producing freeze frames and 
short scenes with the theme Explorers.  Each group 
had to prepare a scene using props as though they 
were in the Amazon, up a mountain or in the Sahara 
Desert.  A fourth group worked with a musician using 
different instruments and these were then used to 
produce sounds to accompany the scenes.  The 
children also played games to warm up their bodies 
and voices and to practise their concentration skills.  I 
was very proud of the quality of the work the children 
produced. Miss A McLoughlin 

 
Yr 3 Mummification Workshop 
(all done in the best possible taste, 
of course!) 
Year 3 had a fantastic day out at The 
Great North Museum (Hancock) in 

Newcastle.  The children went to the 
museum to learn about more about the 
ancient Egyptians - our topic for the 

Summer term. To begin the day the children took part 
in a mummification workshop where they learned 
about mummifying a body.  Connor Talbot got the 
chance to imagine he was an embalmer.  The children 
saw an actual Egyptian sarcophagus and a mummified 
body which was over 3000 years old.  They also saw 
lots of artefacts such as jewellery and statues from 
ancient Egypt.  The children had the opportunity to 
look at and enjoy the other displays which included a 
life size skeleton of a dinosaur, wild animals and 
clothing and weapons from other cultures. The children 
also enjoyed buying souvenirs of their visit from the gift 
shop. By Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Family Fun in Year 5  

 
Recently we invited our mums, dads, brothers, sisters 
and grandparents to our craft morning. We made 
masks for our topic The Ancient Greeks. Our parents 
helped us with our masks; the masks were worn by 
actors and represented either tragedy or comedy. A 
tragedy had a sad ending and comedy had happy 
ending. Some people painted their masks while some 
people added some more papier-mâché. This was a 
time to show our parents and carers what we have 
been learning. When we had finished our mask we did 
a cross word with our adults. We also got to have a 
drink and biscuits, our parents had a hot drink and 
biscuits too. We really enjoyed working with our 
parents and they had loads of fun working with us! We 
hope we can do this again really soon. By Summer 
Conley and Summer Scarfe-Chatfield 
 

Snakes, scorpions & a TARANTULA! 

 
Linked with our topic this term of 'Home sweet Home' 
year 4 were visited by Zoolab, a company who have 
many exotic animals. Zoolab introduced us to the 
animals which included a Corn Snake, giant African 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Thurs 11 July. 2pm and 6pm - Guys & Dolls! 

Mon 15 July. 11-12. Children with new teacher! 
Mon 15 July. 2.30pm Meeting for Reception & Yr 1 
parents/carers – looking forward to September – 
making plans for a great start! 
Mon 15 July. 5-6. Yr 6 Parents’ Evening, Southmoor. 
Tues 16 July Fiesta! Spanish Day. Children can wear 
Spanish colours or costumes! 
Tues 16 July. Afternoon: yr 6 at Southmoor. 
Wed 17 July. a.m. EYFS to Hendon Library. 
Wed 17 July. 2.15 Summer Concert 
Wed 17 July. Meeting for all KS1 parents (yrs 1 & 2)  – 
celebrating this year and moving into Key Stage 2 – 
presentation and photos. 
Thurs 18 July. Grangetown’s Got Talent. 
Thursday 18 July. Miss McBeth’s Celebration 
Assembly & Garden Party. 

Fri 19 July. 1.30pm - End of Term. 
Tues 3 Sep. School reopens for yrs 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
 

land snail, scorpion, tarantula and giant cockroach. He 
then told us many interesting facts about the animals 
and, if they were suitable to handle, passed them 
around for us to touch and hold.  The whole morning 
was very enjoyable and factual. Since the visit we 
have written our own reports about the animals and 
completed extra research. As ever, the children were 
brilliantly behaved and very sensible. 
 

Year 4’s Bike n Scoot! 

Year 4 recently enjoyed a day of biking and scooting in 
Herrington Park – a prize for their success in The Big 
Pedal. The children with bikes went in the morning and 
the scooters in the afternoon. We went all around the 
park and even had 10 minutes on the skate park. We’d 
like to thank Dr Bike for helping to organise this, and 
we hope that the children will continue to ride their 
bikes and scooters to and from school. By Miss 
Heddle. 
 

Yr 6 meet St Johns Ambulance 

 

The yr 6 children worked with St John’s recently. We 
had a great day and learned a lot. We learnt how to do 
CPR and practiced on some dummies. We learned all 
about poisons, burns, what to do if someone faints or 
chokes and we looked at a baby mask that you use if 
they faint or when they get an operation. We also 
learned how to put someone into the recovery position. 
My favourite part of the day though was when 
everyone had one of their fingers put into plaster! We 
all ran around the playground pretending that we had 
broken our fingers. I hope that we never need to use 
what we learned that day, but if we do, we now know 
what to do! By Bryony. 
 

Year 6 enter the Dragons Den! 

 
Recently, some visitors from Explore Learning came in 
to visit us. They pretended they were from Dragons 
Den. We worked in small groups and were given 4 
different items to present: dust pan slippers; butter in a 
stick, a tea toaster and cup of news (a mug with the 
news on the side). We were asked to think about: the 
profit we would make, how much it will cost, the colour, 
price and the features and benefits of the object. We 
then all had to stand up in front of the 4 dragons (our 
two visitors, Mrs Millican, Mrs Napier) and present our 
item. At the end, one item won the dragons 
investment. The winner was… the TEA TOASTER! 
The group won a cheque of £91,000! Lauren. 
 

Year 3 Parents’ Craft Afternoon 
Our parents and carers came into 
school recently for our summer craft 
afternoon.  We made a pyramid from a 
net, a collage scarab beetle which we 
laminated and a cat or a jackal mask. Alice (8) said, 
“My favourite part was when we made the pyramid 
because it was fun to make”. Jessica Robson (8) said, 
“I liked it when we made the cat mask”.  The afternoon 
was a great success and both children and adults alike 
had a brilliant time. Miss McLoughlin, Alice & Jessica. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


