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Good Luck to Miss McBeth! 

 
After 40 years at Grangetown, Miss McBeth retires this 
week. We held a special Assembly in school, attended 
not only by the children but also by many ex-
Grangetown teachers and Headteachers. Year 3 sang 
beautifully, and the children read out poems and 
special memories. I know you will join me in thanking 
Miss McBeth for her huge contribution to the school, 
and in wishing her well for the future. We are sure we 
will see her soon, and we know that – though she 
certainly deserves a rest – she will keep busy and 
active in retirement. 
 

Guys & Dolls – Amazing Yr 6 Show! 

 
Year 6 (& some year 5s) recently entertained us all 
with a memorable ‘end of year’ show – Guys and 
Dolls! This was a polished performance, reflecting the 
determination of the children who – in quite a short 
period – had dialogue, songs and dances to practice 
and learn. They all excelled themselves, making 
teachers and parents so proud! Well done to our 
talented cast and choir, our fantastic staff who helped 
out in so many ways, and of course our brilliant 
performing arts teacher – Mrs Davies! 
 

Grangetown’s Got Talent 
For a show put together in 
a couple of afternoons, this 
turned out to be a cracking 
morning’s entertainment! 
Yes – we do certainly have 
super-talented children at 
Grangetown! Well done all 
who got up on stage….we 
had dancing, singing and 
even comedians. Mrs 

Davies added a professional touch, leading auditions 
and rehearsals, then presenting on the day.  

 

Viva Espana! 

 
This week we have celebrated our Spanish Day and 
the result has been superb: music, food, festival, art 
and fun. What more could you ask for? Both children 
and grown-ups have had a lovely day and, now more 
than ever, I am very proud of being a part of 
Grangetown Primary School. Apart from all the 
engaging activities that our teachers have carried out 
in the classrooms, we had some special visitors to help 
us make this day unforgettable. We practiced 
‘sevillanas’ with Miss Martinez, we learned salsa 
dancing with Victoria de Gamma (Head of Mfl from 
Venerable Bede School) and, if this wasn’t enough, 
Year 3 enjoyed a very interesting Latino American 
music and culture workshop with professional 
musicians. As you can imagine, a wonderful day that 
without our children’s enthusiasm and hard work, 
would have been impossible ‘!Bien hecho chicos y 
chicas’ you are the best! Have a nice summer break 
and see you next September with more games, songs, 
activities and, overall, lots of fun! ¡FELIZ VERANO!   
Miss Rodriguez 
 

Sports Day 

 
We have all enjoyed the fabulous weather, and for the 
first time in three years we had our sports day on one 
of the hottest days of the year. We all took part in ten 
different team or individual races, some of these 
included; the egg and spoon race, top to toe and build 

J u l y  2 0 1 3  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

a wall. Each class worked their way around all of the 
activities with a ‘pit stop’ between each. We finished 
the day with the relay (well done to those who took 
part in that!), the teachers’ race and the announcement 
of the winning team. Well done to Aidan (red) who won 
the trophy this year and a huge well done to everyone 
that took part. Thank you to the parents group and our 
teaching assistants for your support with refreshments. 
Most importantly thank you to the children and parents 
who made this day a great success. See you next 
year! Miss Hough and Miss Grainger   
 

Staying Safe and Being Healthy  

 
To ‘kick start’ the week we had a visit from a local 
Karate instructor who led several taster sessions. On 
Tuesday the children took part in sports day. For once 
the sun was shining and the children had lots of fun 
completing different races. Year 2 were lucky enough 
to go to Seaburn beach the following day to meet the 
lifeguards and have a water safety presentation. Some 
of the other activities throughout the week included a 
visit from PC Hewitt, a police officer from Sunderland 
Constabulary, footballers from Newcastle Ladies 
football team and the School Nurse who worked with 
children and discussed staying safe in the sun and 
keeping our bodies hydrated. Lorraine Leadbitter from 
Sunderland Council also talked about staying safe on 
and near the roads. Dr Bike came back into school to 
lead workshops related to ‘heart-health’. To finish off 
we had coaches in from AAA sports who led taster 
sessions in gymnastics and cheerleading. The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed all the activities and have 
learnt a great deal about how to stay safe and be 
healthy. Miss. Grainger 
 

Summer Concert 

 
This year, more children than ever before have learned 
how to play a musical instrument. The Summer 
Concert was an opportunity to celebrate the success 
and talent of our young musicians. Everyone who took 

part made parents and teachers feel so proud: our 
violinists, cellists, djembe drummers, cornet and 
baritone players, our recorder group and of course our 
Choir. Well done everyone, including our talented 
music teachers (Miss Mapplebeck, Mr Preston, Mr 
Turnpenny and Mrs Davies). Thankyou too to Miss 
Stabler for organising the event. 
 

We love learning outdoors! 
Learning through 
the outdoors is a 
key aspect of 
Foundation Stage 
and one the 
children enjoy! 
Myself and Miss 
Booth travelled all 
the way to 
Scotland to visit a 
Forest School 
and bring some 
ideas back to 
Grangetown! We 

gained lots of new ideas and couldn't wait to get back 
and tell the children! Nursery and Reception have 
begun a project of developing our outdoor area to 
enhance learning. We have built our own willow tunnel 
by hammering holes into the ground using mallets, 
pushing the willow in, and weaving the willow around 
each other. The children enjoy watering the willow to 
ensure it grows. We also have a new rockery which 
the children helped build using bricks. New life has 
begun in the garden in the form of trees: we have 
planted five Rowan and five cherry trees which we will 
watch grow for many years. So, on your way through 
our garden on a morning and afternoon, why not have 
a look at what we have been doing: the children are so 
proud of their  garden and we can not wait to continue 
developing it! By Miss Tose. 
 

A Great Summer Fayre 

 
Once again, thanks to the hard work of our Parents 
Group (PATHS), we all enjoyed a superb Summer 
Fayre. Each class organised at least 1 staff, we had 
lots of goodies for sale, and there was a raffles, 
tombolas…all the usual ingredients. There was a 
lovely atmosphere all afternoon – the good old 
‘Grangetown Spirit’ – plenty of laughs, and – simply – 
a nice afternoon. Well done everyone – special thanks 
to all of our volunteer organisers and helpers. 
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Let’s Dance with Y3  

 
To celebrate Spanish day, the children of Y3 took part 
in a special workshop with LatioEvents NE.  The 
children listened to Spanish music and learnt the steps 
for the Marengo and mambo and put these together to 
form a routine.  The children practised their Spanish 
numbers when counting out the rhythm to the music.  
The children learnt the names for musical instruments 
in Spanish and had the chance to play some Latino 
American instruments.  Josh Gill (8) was very brave 
and got up to dance with the instructor and showed 
what a mover he was.  The afternoon ended a 
fantastic day to celebrate our year of learning Spanish. 
Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

Foundation Stage Get Published! 

A little while ago all Foundation Stage children were 
given the opportunity to enter a Rhyme Time 
Competition.  The children had to fill in the missing 
words of a poem about a special day out.   The 
children’s work came back to school thick and fast and 
Miss Booth sent all the entries away in a special 
envelope.  We didn’t hear anything for quite a while but 
to our surprise a few weeks ago we heard that some of 
our children had been selected to be published in the 
book.  We think all of the entries were fabulous and we 
are thrilled that our children are now published 
authors.  The book will be available from September 
and we will have a school copy to add to our class 

library.  Well done boys and girls – we are all very 
proud of you! Foundation Stage Team 
 

Our Synagogue Visit 
Recently year 3 
visited a 
Synagogue in 
Newcastle as 
part of their RE 
studies about 
Judaism. The 
children were 
able to see and 
learn more about 

the Jewish faith. They saw the large Torahs (the holy 
book) that are used in synagogues as part of worship.  
They heard the writings from the Torah read in 
Hebrew.  The children also learned about the traditions 
associated with Shabbat, which is the Jewish Sabbath.  
These include the lighting of menorahs and the eating 
of special bread.  The children all enjoyed their visit 
and had learnt a lot. By Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Y5 Bikeability 2013 

 
Y5 once again took part in Bikeability, a programme of 
practical cyclist training. It was to develop our road 
sense, awareness of traffic dangers, and to help our 
ability to ride safety. On Monday we were learning how 
to do pedal ready, do an emergency stop and how to 
look behind without falling off! Then on the Tuesday 
we went out on to the roads to do road manoeuvres, 
like stopping at junctions. On Wednesday, our last day, 
we went out on to the roads to do our final assessment 
to see if we knew how to do the manoeuvres correctly. 
We got in to groups and we had to do a challenge to 
see if we had remembered everything that we had 
learnt. Hopefully we will all have earned our level two 
certificate. Leigha-Faye Macleod and Daisy Carroll  
 

Thankyou! 
Year 4 would like to thank all of the 

parents who attended the Year 4 
Art Gallery workshop. The turn 
out was great and the children 
really enjoyed spending the 

time with parents and carers 
completing various activities. The parents were very 
impressed, as were the staff, with the pictures the 
children have taken and edited online during our ICT 
lessons this term. By Miss Heddle 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Tues 3 Sep. School reopens for yrs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Wed 4, Thurs 5 Sep. Home visits – new Nursery 
children.  
Fri 6 Sep. Early Years Open Day – for current Nursery 
families, plus any family seeking a place in Nursery 
over the next year or two. 
Mon 9 Sep. All Reception children start school, plus 
Nursery children who started Jan & Easter 2013. 
 

Year 3 Visit to Elemore Wood 
On Monday the 24

th
 Of June, Year 3 

visited Elemore Wood in Durham to 
work with the Woodland Trust.  The 
children first enjoyed having their 
packed lunches outside, even if the 
weather was a little cold.  Once in the 
woods, the children learned about the 
trees, plants and animals that might live 
there.  They played a game pretending 
they were sparrowhawks or sparrows.  

The children made pictures using the objects around 
them such as twigs, leaves and fir cones.  They also 
used nets to sweep the grassland to catch a range of 
different insects and spiders and looked at them 
through magnifying lens.  The children had a great day 
out and as always their enthusiasm and behaviour was 
excellent. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Strictly Come Dancing – Future Stars? 

 
We are very proud of all our pupils, and love to share 
the achievements of our talented youngsters.   
Recently, two of our Yr 3 girls, Emelia and Leonie, took 
part in a national dancing competition in Wales.  We 
were very pleased to hear how well the girls did in the 
competition, sweeping the board in many categories!  
Here are the girls pictured with their trophies, which 
they showed in a whole school assembly.  We may be 
looking at future stars of TV and stage! Well done girls, 
we are so proud of you both! Ms Cole 
 

If You Go Down to the Woods today…! 
Yr 4 recently retuned to 
Diamond Wood, East 
Hetton. The last time we 
were there was in 
Autumn term to plant 
trees. This time we went 
to check on our trees 
and look at the other 

plants and animals in the area. While we were there 
we looked at the trees and discussed the various 
types, acted out the history of trees and did some 
grass sweeping. The children loved this part and were 
excited to see which bugs and creepy crawlies they 

caught in their net. As ever, the children were 
exceptionally behaved and represented Grangetown 
brilliantly!  
 

Outdoor Maths Trail 

 
Foundation Stage children had lots of fun when their 
parents were invited into our garden to take part in a 
maths trail.  We had a variety of practical activities set 
up to encourage the development of mathematical 
skills and vocabulary.  It was fantastic to see Mums, 
Dads and Nanas getting involved with shape hunts, 
hopscotch, time challenges and much more.  One 
parent wrote in our comment book, ‘Brilliant activities 
had a lovely time and everyone enjoyed it!’  Thank you 
to everyone who came, don’t miss the next parent 
workshop coming soon in the term autumn term. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Year Message from Mr McAnaney 
On behalf of all staff, I’d like to thank all of our children 
for working hard this year - we’re so proud of you! – 
and we’d also like to say Thankyou to parents and 
carers – you have all been so supportive – your 
engagement with school makes a hugely positive 
contribution to your child’s learning. As Headteacher, I 
would also like to thank our staff – they are true 
heroes, hugely committed, talented, forever positive 
and always willing to ‘go the extra mile’ – well done 
Team GPS! Could we remind parents that Monday 2 
September is a staff training day, and that school 
reopens to children (yrs 1-6) on Tuesday 3 September. 
Early Years have sent out letters to parents detailing 
the arrangements for Nursery and Reception children. 
To children, parents & carers – have a wonderful 

Summer – see you all on Tuesday 2
nd

 September! 



The Class of 2012: Yr 6 Share their Memories of Grangetown! 
 

 
 

Bryony: My best memory of Grangetown is when we went to Forbidden Corner in year 6. I was in 
Mrs Millican’s group. We had to go through a tiny little tunnel and it was very funny because we all 
had to really struggle to get through. Lauren thought she was stuck and couldn't get through, but then 
she took her coat off and she got through easily. We were all laughing at each other.  
 

Callum. In Guys and Dolls, I had the part of Nicely Nicely Johnson. I learned my lines really well but 
had to sing a solo all by myself. I felt really anxious and was a bit scared to sing by myself. As the 
song came closer, I started to worry more. Then I started to sing. Everyone was silent, it was quite 
scary—with all eyes watching me. My mam, my step dad, my uncles Dennis and David and brothers 
Aaron and Mathew were in the audience (my dad and step mam had been there for the afternoon 
performance).I didn’t know what was going to come out, but when I started to sing, it went REALLY 
well. You could hear every word and I felt great. When I finished, I released a big “PHEW.” 
Everybody heard and laughed. I was so pleased that it was over, but it had gone really well! 
 

Charlie. I remember in Grangetown primary school when the school took part in a mini Olympics. I 
was chosen by Mrs Collins to represent Grangetown in the swimming – because I am the fastest! I 
was in year 5 when I did it, just 11 years old. I won 4 races in swimming at the Raich Carter (every 
race that I was entered in!).  I was shattered, but very proud of myself. I was in year 5 when I did it, 
just 11 years old. 
 

Dalton. I remember when I was in year 4 and started to come to school on my bike. I tried to pull a 
wheelie, but I fell off and I can remember when I was in year 3, I was trying to climb over the fence to 
get the football, but I slipped and I cut my arm open on the fence. Miss McBeth came to see if I was 
OK and she bathed my arm.  bashed my head on the floor. Mrs Dawson ran out onto the yard to help 
me. 
 

Daphne. I remember when I was in year 3. I was on the climbing frame with my friends - on the 
grassy bit. I fell of the balance stick and hurt my back. I was crying but laughing inside because I 
know how funny it must have looked! That is the best memory ever, anyways! I’m so pleased that I 
didn't break my back, I didn’t break the balance stick either and that was a good thing wasn't it!  
 

Gemma. I remember when I was in KS1 and I met my best friend Kenya! I hadn't been at 
Grangetown for very long and we were all playing on the grassy bank next to the yard. Kenya pushed 
me down! She could see that she had hurt me and came to see if I was alright. I was alright and from 
then on we have been best friends for ever-BFF’s! 
 

George. I can remember when I was in year 4 and Miss Heddle used to call me Georgie boy. I really 
liked it! 
 

Heeru. I remember at Derwent Hill, Mrs Millican said that our behaviour had to be good, and it was! 
We met the Derwent Hill staff. Pam showed us our bedroom. We went to our rooms and put our 
things away. We then went down for dinner. For dinner I had beans, chips and sausage. It was nice. 
And then they gave us some fruit and fruit yoghurt for dessert. We then went into the garden and 
found different coloured flowers. We were all blindfolded and we had to hold our friend’s t-shirt and 
try to get past the trees. When a big tree came, we had to take our blindfolds off. At night time, we 



played the bingo. When anyone won, we said “Whoop, whoop, chicken soup”. The teachers then 
gave us fruit, juice and cake and then everyone went to sleep, but year 5s knocked on our doors! In 
the morning, we got washed and went for breakfast. We went to the meeting room and they put us 
into groups. Our group had Tegan, Kenya, Paige, me, Callum, Brandon, Cole, Ryan George and 
Charlie. We went to the Big Swing. I was scared and started to cry. Mrs Millican gave me a big hug! 
 

Kenya. I remember when I danced at the  Sunderland Empire dance for the first time when I was in 
year 4. I was chosen along with Lauren Petty. Lauren was so scared, but I made her a little bit better 
by talking to her and letting her know that it would be fine. When she got on stage she was great and 
very exited. We did brilliantly! We both enjoyed it so much that we joined the dance festival again in 
years 5 and 6 as well! 
 

Lauren. My best memories from Grangetown are from when we went to Forbidden ornery. I got a big 
fright when a huge cat jumped out at us - but it was good! Some people went to the front and they got 
the shock of their lives! Then we went to the Alice and Wonderland hole and I got stuck because of 
my big coat - but luckily, when we took my coat off, it worked and I got through. 
 

Lauren P. I remember when I was in year 4, Kenya and I were asked to dance at the Sunderland 
Empire! I didn’t have a clue what the empire was until Kenya told me I was so nervous. The 
costumes were glittery, silver shoes, black bottoms a white t shirt with a sequin front—they were 
brilliant! I can still remember some of the dance. Then the year after, in year 5 Tegan, Kenya, Paige 
and I were asked to dance at the Empire again and I said yes! My mum and my sister came to watch 
because they said the first one had been so fabulous. I was only a little bit nervous that time. Then, in 
year 6, everybody that wanted to dance did. It was absolutely fantastic I loved it so much! 
 

Matthew. My favourite memory from Grangetown Primary is from when we went to visit The 
Forbidden Corner in year 6. We were walking down a stream, across a stone path and Callum set the 
secret fountain off on me. I got absolutely soaked. It was so funny! :) 
 

Michael. In year 6, I played on the football team for the school. We played lots of games, and lost 
lots of games. When Grangetown played against St Patricks however, we drew 3 to Grangetown and 
3 to St Patricks!  It was a great match! 
 

Paige. My greatest memory at Grangetown is from when I was in nursery. I had paint all over my 
hands so I went running over to Miss Booth and said, “I have paint on my hands.”  She said back to 
me, “Go and wash  your hands in the toilets flower.” So off I went, toddling off to wash my hands in 
the real toilet! When I got home I told my mum and she came into school to have a word with Miss 
Booth about it. Miss Booth explained that she meant wash them in the toilets in the sink, not in an 
actual toilet. My mum and Miss Booth laughed at me! Thank you Miss Booth. I now know not to wash 
my hands in a toilet ever again! :)  
 

Sabbique. My memory of Grangetown Primary is from when I was in year 6 when some of the year 6 
children went up to Southmoor to swim. It was a special treat and we were allowed to play for the 
session. Mr Hunter threw some bricks into the water and some hoops for us to swim through. I had 
an absolutely amazing time! 
 

Tegan. I remember in year 6 when I went to Derwent hill and we were having a team work exercise.  
I got dared to speed walk up the concrete steps by Kenya! The next thing you saw was me on the 
floor! I tripped over and it was so funny! Everyone was laughing, including me! I did have a bruise but 
it cleared up. Thanks Kenya!  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Year 6…we’re so proud of you…you’ve all done so well…Thanks for the special memories. 

 

Good Luck for the Future – Go For It! 
 

And…remember: “Don't cry because it's over, smile because it happened.”  
 

(Dr. Seuss) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Grangetown Primary School   -   Enjoy-Respect-Achieve 

Open-Day! 
Friday 6th September 2013         9.00-12.00  &  1.00-3.00 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 Do you have a toddler? Is your child 
already Nursery or Reception age? 

 Are you seeking a Nursery or        
Reception place, now or at some 
point in the next year or two? 

 We’d like to meet you - please come 
along to our Open Day (Fri 6 Sep). 

 Current September Nursery starters 
also very welcome. 

 We’d love to show you our fabulous 
setting, indoors and outdoors! 

 Come along - with your child(ren) - 
between 9.00-12.00 or 1.00-3.00 - 
drop-in at anytime! 

Ofsted (2013) said: 
“Behaviour is outstanding because the school succeeds in encouraging pupils to behave well.” 
“Teaching in the Early Years Foundation Stage and routines are based on a good                 

understanding of children’s needs.” 
“Pupils are extremely happy in school and are excited by their learning.” 

Photo displays 

Art &
 Craft A

ctivities 

Nature Trail 

Everyone who    
attends is entered 
into a raffle to win 

2 tickets for an  
SAFC match! 

Grangetown Primary School, Spelterworks Rd.       Tel: 553 7647        gps@fastmail.co.uk 

Explore our ro
le-play areas! 


