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He Made It!

Even though we haven’t got a chimney, and even
though he is (of course!) very, very, very busy, Santa
was determined not to miss his annual visit to
Grangetown. After all, our children have behaved
perfectly this term (as always!), and certainly deserved
to meet Father Christmas. We think he landed his
sleigh on the roof, and – using a magic key – found his
way into the hall. Santa greeted our children warmly
(with a Ho! Ho! Ho!), congratulated them on their
fantastic behaviour, and gave each and every one of
them a lovingly wrapped present! Three cheers for
Santa - see you on 25

th
December!

The Very Hopeless Camel!

On Tuesday 18th December Foundation Stage and
Key Stage 1 performed their annual Nativity. The hall
was quickly filled with eager parents and carers waiting
to see their very own ‘star’. This year the story followed
a hopeless camel that kept getting the other camels
lost! After leading them to the wrong places on several
occasions, the camel got it right in the end and found

the place where the Special Baby had been born. All
children ranging from 3 to 7 years old had a part in the
play and they never fail to give a spectacular
performance. The narrators did a fabulous job of
telling the story and spoke clearly with lots of
confidence. Well done to all of the children, you made
your teachers, parents and carers very proud (and
brought a tear or two to our eyes!). By our Foundation
Stage KS1 Team.

Let’s Dance – it’s Christmas!

It was disco and party day yesterday (Wednesday 19th
Dec), time to mark not only the festive season but also
to celebrate a brilliant term! The party went on all
afternoon, fuelled by the energy of our children (and
staff!). Everyone had a fantastic time. We’d like to
thank our DJ, James, for the amazing music!

Ni Hao!

This week we have been honoured and delighted to
welcome Mrs Dong Hongbo, a teacher from our
partner school in China, to Grangetown. Tracey had a
wonderful week, joining in with our Christmas activities
and telling us all about her school, Shuiguohu Primary
School in Wuhan – it has 2,200 children, 38 classes,
and is 5 storeys high! Tracey’s visit is part of a British
Council funded curriculum project, linking Grangetown
and Shuiguohu and involving activities around dance,
the environment and the arts. Our year 5 and year 6
children are already working on this project - there will
be a range of exciting developments in Spring term to
further develop our link with Shuiguohu.
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GPS entertain at ASDA!

Our choir went along to Asda this week, to entertain
the shoppers (including lots of their mums & dads) with
a very special performance of Christmas songs. They
were brilliant! We also had another group of children
who sang a Spanish Christmas song - Feliz Navidad.
Their Spanish was perfect! Well done the Choir, well
done Mrs Davies, well done our Spanish group, well
done Miss Rodriguez, and well done PATHS (our
parents group) for organising this event! Oh…and a
big THANKYOU to ASDA….we raised over £100!

Feliz Navidad!

Christmas has arrived to Grangetown and with it lots of
celebrations. In the Spanish lessons we have also
decided to celebrate this important period of the year
and, apart from colours, this month our children have
been having fun singing the Spanish Christmas carol
“Vamos al portal” which has been a huge success -
Muy bien Grangetown! We have also talked about
Spanish Christmas recipes and demonstrated our
cooking skills decorating mouthwatering
biscuits….Yummy, yummy - and even we have had
time to learn numbers up to twelve through the
Spanish Christmas lottery and the twelve grapes that
we have eaten to celebrate New Year’s Eve …uno,
dos, tres, cuatro …Can you remember the next?  By
Miss Rodriguez.

KS1 Christmas Craft Morning
On Monday 10

th
of December KS1

held a Christmas Craft session
where parents were invited in to
work with their child. We had a
great turnout form Parents and
Carers who joined us to listen to Christmas songs and
make some wonderful decorations and cards. The
morning was a huge success and we would like to
thank everybody that was involved. By Miss Stabler.

GPS Eco Warriors!

This term we have set-up a new club: Eco-Warriors.
Two children from each class were nominated by their
peers. Every second Wednesday lunchtime we meet
and carry out eco-friendly activities. Our First activity
this term was to run the “Switch-off Fortnight”
Campaign. The Eco-Warriors had a secret mission,
they had to go around classrooms checking to see if
the teachers had remembered to turn off their
classroom lights and equipment. We then had an
assembly explaining why it is important to save
energy. Then two weeks later the Eco-Warriors
completed the same secret mission. They found a big
improvement. We think the message got through.
Below is a list of our Eco-Warriors. Staff running the
club – Mrs Miller & Mrs Collins. Miss Stabler’s Class
Y1/2: Nadine Mullen, Katie Butler. Miss Grainger’s
Class Y1/2: Lucy Henshaw, McKenzie Monk. Miss
Hough’s Class Y1/2: Phoebe Laverick, James
Benson. Miss McLoughlin’s Class Y3: Tamzin
Redpath, Josh Gill. Miss Heddle’s Class Y4: Tamzin
Scott, Nathan Thompson. Mrs Miller’s & Mrs Collins’
Class Y5: Summer Connelly, Dillon Redpath. Mrs
Millican’s Class Y6: Paige Olsen, Dalton Simpson. By
Mrs Miller.

Bright Your Bike!

In Key Stage 1 we had a special visit from Dr Bike to
promote ‘Bright your Bike’. Being seen during the dark,
gloomy winter nights is vitally important, particularly for
children using the roads and even just walking across
them. Bright clothing, bright bikes and bright scooters
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all make for bright children…and safe children! Dr Bike
came into school and all Key Stage 1 children
‘brightened’ a selection of bikes and scooters
throughout the day. They then showcased them to the
rest of the school during an assembly at the end of the
day. There was a lot of fluorescent tape and cloth
used and a good selection of bright Christmas
decorations too! Everyone had great fun and it
superbly promoted the objectives of the celebration.
Miss Grainger

Cinderella
Last week we did a
performance of
Cinderella. We did two
performances - one on
the afternoon the other
on the evening – we
hope you were there! All
of the children
rehearsed and took a lot
of time carefully learning
and practising their
lines. All of this hard
work paid off as the
actors who took part
were amazing. Mrs

Davies came in and gave us loads of help with
rehearsals. There were a few humps and bumps but
we got there in the end. The stepmother was pretty
scary but not as bad as the ugly step sisters. I have to
be honest - all of the cast were pretty scared of the
stepmother and step sisters! Everyone felt really sorry
for Cinderella being locked up in that house. Everyone
involved in this show put in one hundred per cent
effort, and we are sure you will agree with this if you
found the time to come along and watch! Roll on the
Summer Show! By Ellie Taylor, Alicia Crosbee and
Leigha Faye Macleod

Early Years Christmas Craft Workshop
We would like to say a
big thank you to all the
Nursery and Reception
parents who braved the
snow to attend our
Christmas Craft
workshop. There was
so much to do, from
decorating biscuits to
making beautiful tree

decorations. One of the children’s (and parents’!)
favourite activities was making reindeer dust. The
children carefully scooped the magic reindeer dust into
a small bag ready to be sprinkled outdoors Christmas
Eve! Santa is sure to find the children from
Grangetown! The support from parents was brilliant
and we thank you for your continued support! By the
Foundation Stage Team.

Our Sporty Year 3s!
Year 3 were invited to attend a sports
afternoon at Farringdon School. The
children competed against children
from East Herrington School and
Farringdon Primary School. The
children were split into boys and girls
and completed a range of activities.
These included running races,
throwing balls and mini javelins, hula
hooping and jumping. The children all had a fantastic
time and showed great enthusiasm. I’d like to give a
special mention to Anna Timney who ran the 4 length
race and never gave up even though she felt very tired
and then went on to hula hoop non-stop for over 10
minutes. We felt tired just watching Anna! By Miss
McLoughlin.

Our Special guest from Nepal!

As part of our Global School Partnership Project a
Headteacher named Sangeeta Shrestha visited our
school last week. Sangeeta runs a school in Chitwan,
Nepal called Bakina Bal Batika. We (Miss Stabler and
Miss Hough) visited this school in June and it was her
chance to visit us! Sangeeta worked with the children
to make the traditional Nepali food ‘momo’. Maddison
said ‘we really enjoyed cooking with Sangeeta and the
food was yummy’ McKenzie also said ‘I enjoyed
making the sauce for the momo, we put in tomatoes,
onions and chilli’. The children learnt a common Nepali
welcome song and sang this during assembly.
Sangeeta also got the chance to see the North East,
she visited the Metrocentre, The National Glass Centre
and Seaburn beach. On her last night she was treated
to the pantomime ‘Peter Pan’ at the Sunderland
Empire, which was a new experience as they don’t
have theatres like this in Nepal. We have thoroughly
enjoyed being part of this project and we will keep in
touch with Sangeeta and the children from Bakina Bal
Batika. By Miss Hough and Miss Stabler.
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We welcome our Year 5 Parents!
On Wednesday 5

th
December yr 5 held

their activity workshop. To start the
session parents watched a short video of
our ‘No Limits Theatre’ performance –

they were so proud of the children! The
activity involved making 3D shapes for a whole class
model of Cair Paravel, the castle in Narnia. The
turnout was superb - thank you all for coming, we
really value your continued support and the children
love working with you. Mrs Collins & Mrs Miller.

Year 3 Parent Learning Workshop
On Thursday the 6

th
December, Year 3 held their

Christmas parent learning workshop. The children
really enjoyed having their parents and carers in their
classroom and working together making Christmas
crafts. Together the children and their adults made a
Santa napkin holder, a Christmas tree hanger, a candy
cane mouse and an angel for the tree. The children
also had their photos taken with their parent/carer as a
reminder of the fun afternoon they shared. A big thank
you to all the adults who were able to attend and we
look forward to seeing you again at the Easter
workshop. By Miss A McLoughlin

Fashion Parade – Tudor style!
As part of our Tudor topic Year 4 have
been looking at clothes of the rich and
poor. To help make this memorable and
real for the children we brought in Julia
and her husband, Mick. Julia is very
talented and makes her own Tudor style
clothing; she brought in 4 different
outfits for us to view, which she had

made entirely by herself! Her husband also takes part
in the workshops and dresses as Henry VIII. The
afternoon was extremely factual and enjoyable and it
allowed us to complete lots of follow up work. One
piece we completed was a report on the clothing.
Below you can find Samantha Mason’s paragraph on
Elizabeth I. Elizabeth the first: When she died she
had 3000 dresses and when she went out all of her
jewels fell off the dresses and poor people picked them
up to get money from them. She had a cousin called
Mary Queen of Scots. She had a special ruff it was
shaped like a heart. She died of blood poisoning. She
had a famous gold silky dress.

A Viking Feast!
As part of our topic about The
Vikings, the children have
learned about what the Vikings
ate and drank. As the Vikings
grew most of their own food,
such as wheat and oats, one of
the things they made was oat

biscuits. The children made some oat biscuits of their
own. As well as this being a cooking activity the
children used lots of maths skills, such as weighing,

reading scales, using temperature and using time.
The biscuits were a great success and the children all
enjoyed making them and most importantly eating
them. One of the most common Viking meals would
have been soup using the vegetables they had grown.
The children cut and chopped onions, leeks, carrots,
turnip and parsnips to make their own soup. The
children all enjoyed making and tasting the soup and
dunking their bread into it. Miss A McLoughlin

Year 4 Parents work with their Children!
On Thursday 6

th
December Year 4 had their craft

workshop, this was a chance for parents and carers to
come and spend time with their children making all
things Christmassy! There was a great turnout of 20+
adults, which is fantastic and we would like to thank
you all for attending. Everyone enjoyed the afternoon,
took home many goodies and we are all now in the
festive spirit! Once again a big thank you for attending.

Gladrags at GPS again!

To finish our topic of the Tudors: Off With Your Head!
Year 4 had a final visit from Gladrags. For this
workshop she came to talk to us about Tudor
Christmas traditions. We sang some carols from Tudor
times and discussed how they would celebrate,
including Henry VIII’s big feasts! Also, we made
pomanders which are oranges studded with cloves
and a ribbon attached to allow them to hang from a
tree. Tudors used these to fragrance their homes and
clothing, we have used them to fragrance the
classroom and decorate our Christmas tree! Overall
we have had a great term and have learned so many
facts about the Tudors and Henry VIII.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!
To all of our parents and carers. Have a
lovely holiday. We really appreciate your
support this term – thankyou! We look
forward to seeing you on Monday 7th

January, for the start of another fantastic
year at Grangetown Primary School

School reopens on Monday 7th January
– see you all then!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!


